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TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

VIRTUAL CALLED SPECIAL SESSION VIA ZOOM 

MAY 11, 2023 

7:00 PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
Welcome and Opening Prayer  Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
  
Conference Board of Trustees Motion Mark Kidd  
  
Questions  

Please place your question in the Q&A or if your prefer to ask your question orally type that 
request in Q&A. I will recognize you and ask you to click the Raised Hand icon. Colly will 
then enable your microphone and you can ask your question. This is the only function of the 
raised hand icon for this meeting. 

  
Vote via Zoom Poll  

Do you support the recommendation of the TAC Board of Trustees granting disaffiliation 
from the TAC to the churches listed in Exhibit B? 

Yes  
No 

  
Announcement of the Vote Lance Richards, Head Teller of the TAC 
  
Closing Announcement of TAC 2023 at the Hilton Americas beginning May 28, 2023  
  
Closing Prayer Morris Matthis 
 
Benediction Bishop Harvey 
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Board of Trustees 
Texas Annual Conference  

Pre-conference Journal Report 
Special Session 
May 11, 2023 

 
Mr. Hal Sharp, Chairperson 

Rev. Robert Besser, Treasurer 
Rev. Dr. Will Reed, Properties Manager 

 
The Trustees on the Board of Trustees (Board) serve as directors of the Texas Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church (TAC), incorporated as a Texas nonprofit 
corporation, and registered with the office of the Texas Secretary of State. The Board is charged 
with the responsibility for all properties owned by the TAC plus any local church properties 
within the Conference that have closed or been declared discontinued or abandoned.  
 
The Board works to advance the vision and mission of the TAC by being good stewards of the 
properties and resources entrusted to it. This includes the responsibility “to invest, reinvest, buy, 
sell, transfer and convey any and all funds and properties that it may hold in trust, subject always 
to the terms of the legacy, devise, or donation.” ¶2512.3c (2016 United Methodist Book of 

Discipline).  
 
The Principles Regarding Local Church Requests for Disaffiliation (Principles) (see Exhibit A) 
were approved by the TAC in 2020 and are still in effect.  The TAC churches listed in Exhibit B 
have met the requirements in the Principles, and the Board recommends the conference approve 
their requests for disaffiliation effective June 30, 2023. 
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Exhibit A 
 

Local Church Disaffiliation in the Texas Annual Conference 
Outline of Principles and Process 

 
While other approvals may be also necessary, the following are the minimum requirements 
approved by the Texas Annual Conference (TAC) in 2020 to approve a local church 
disaffiliation under the current Book of Discipline: 
  

1. First, the Pastor and Lay Leadership of the Church (Lay Leader, Church Council Chair 
and/or Lay Delegate to Annual Conference) meet with their District Superintendent to 
discuss ‘why’ to disaffiliate. 

 

2. Members of the local church must complete an appropriate process of discernment. The 
determination of whether a process is appropriate is made by the church’s District 
Superintendent. 

 

3. After the local church nears completion of the process of discernment, the TAC will 
calculate apportionment and unfunded pension liability estimates for that local church.  

 

4. The local church may vote to move forward with the disaffiliation process. To move 
forward, disaffiliation must be affirmed by a two-thirds majority (¶2553) of a duly called 
church conference.  

 

5. The local church must pay in full the previous year’s apportionments and the current 
year’s apportionments.  

 

6. The local church must pay in full the net unfunded pension liability, as calculated by the 
TAC Board of Pensions in accordance with Wespath’s guidance.  

A. The valuation is based on a market valuation of unfunded liability. 
B. The valuation takes into account the local church’s share of the liability.  
C. The valuation gives the local church credit for its contributions to the 

Conference’s pension reserves with credit for earning over time.  
D. The valuation takes into account the full pension reserves of the TAC and is 

calculated on the difference between gross unfunded liability and the pension 
reserves. 
 

7. The local church must complete all forms in accordance with GCFA’s disaffiliation 
guidance.  
 

8. After all the foregoing steps have been completed, the TAC may vote to release the local 
church from any obligations under the trust clause in ¶2503 in accordance with the then 
applicable Book of Discipline.  
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Exhibit B 

 
Local Churches Seeking Disaffiliation from the Texas Annual Conference 
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Exhibit C  
 

Resolutions and Ballots of Churches Seeking Disaffiliation 

Reid Casa de Alabanza 

Whereas, the Administrative Council of Reid Casa de Alabanza UMC met on June 31,2022 and voted to 
enter into a discernment process regarding disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church.  
 
Whereas, the Administrative Council of Reid Casa de Alabanza UMC sent out an email to members of 
the congregation with links to informational videos (ie: “Diverse but United”) The videos help members 
of the congregation formulate their opinions on what is the best decision for the church.  
 
Whereas, we agreed to have a Town Hall congregational meeting on July 29, 2022 and discuss the 
reasons for disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church. We discussed what members learned from 
the videos and answered questions and discussed the cost of disaffiliation.  
 
Whereas, we asked the Texas Annual Conference to give us the costs for disaffiliation and determined 
that the cost involves payment of 2021 and 2022 apportionments and unfunded pastors pension liability.  
 
Whereas, we had the Town Hall congregational meeting #2 after worship on August 7, 2022. We joined 
in prayer and answered questions and discussed the reasons for disaffiliation from the United Methodist 
Church.  
 
Whereas, people have been asking and sharing questions in our Sunday School, Bible Study groups, and 
other service groups to answer questions about disaffiliation differences in the UMC and Independent.  
 
Whereas, we had our third Town Hall congregational meeting on September 11, 2023 to discuss any 
unanswered questions about the disaffiliation process.  
 
Whereas, we will have spent 45 days in prayer, discussion, and study about the disaffiliation process and 
our options for continuing as a Christ-centered congregation.  
 
Whereas, we contacted our District Superintendent and set our Church Conference vote for March 19, 
2023.  
 
Be it therefore resolved that Reid Casa de Alabanza United Methodist Church shall disaffiliate from the 
United Methodist Church. Be it further resolved that Reid Casa de Alabanza UMC church leaders be 
authorized to take all steps necessary to effectuate the resolution.  

 



 

 

 

PART TWO- VOTE HERE ONLY IF YOUR VOTE WAS “FOR” MOTION 
Motion to Affiliate 
 
The members of Reid Casa de Alabanza United Methodist Church, having voted to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, move to affiliate to 
Independent Church. 
 
 
SEGUNDA PARTE: VOTE AQUÍ SÓLO SI SU VOTO FUE “A FAVOR” DE LA MOCIÓN 
Cambio a Afiliarse 
 
Los miembros de  Reid Casa de Alabanza, Iglesia Metodista Unida habiendo votado para desafiliarse de la Iglesia Metodista Unida, pasan a afiliarse a la 
Iglesia Independiente. 
 

  
FOR RESOLUTION 
 
A FAVOR 

AGAINST RESOLUTION 
 
ENCONTRA 

 

BALLOT SHEET 

 

PART ONE: After months of prayerful discernment, the church council of Reid Casa de Alabanza, 

United Methodist Church recommends that our congregation leave the United Methodist Church. 

PARTE UNO: Después de meses de discernimiento en oración, el consejo de la iglesia Reid Casa de 

Alabanza, Iglesia Metodista Unida recomienda que nuestra congregación abandone la Iglesia Metodista 

Unida. 

FOR RESOLUTION                                    AGAINST RESOLUTION 

A FAVOR                        ENCONTRA  

 

    ________________________________________________ 

            Signature  

  

Kip Gilts
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HOMER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Administrative Council Meeting 
Disaffiliation from United Methodist Church 

March 9, 2023 

 

 
District Superintendent Dick White called the meeting to order and opened 

with prayer.   

 

The purpose of this meeting of the Administration Council of Homer United 

Methodist Church was to decide whether to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church or to stay a member. 

 

Motion by Karen Byerly 

 
After months of prayerful discernment, the church council of Homer United 

Methodist Church of Jasper, Texas recommends that our congregation leave the 

United Methodist Church. Karen Byerly moved that the congregation of Homer 

United Methodist Church of Jasper, Texas leave the United Methodist Church.  

 
Motion seconded by Ted Byerly 

  

 

Motion was approved by a unanimous vote by ballot, 17-0. 
 

Meeting adjourned 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

INSERT A COPY OF YOUR BALLOT/ VOTING SHEET HERE 

(Sample ballot sheet below) 

SAMPLE BALLOT SHEET 

After months of prayerful discernment, the church council of _____ United Methodist Church 

recommends that our congregation leave the United Methodist Church. □ FOR RESOLUTION □ AGAINST RESOLUTION 

Signature 

-·-- ·-

Lewis Chapel

Kip Gilts
17



Kip Gilts
18



Kip Gilts
19



Kip Gilts
20



Kip Gilts
21



Kip Gilts
22



Kip Gilts
23



Kip Gilts
24



Kip Gilts
25



Reason for Disaffiliation: 

The direction of the United Methodist Church does not align with the values of Wallace Church 
We have a different understanding of theology and biblical authority. Disaffiliation allows our 
church to be empowered and equipped to do what we think is best for our congregation moving 
fo1ward. 

Therefore, the best way for us as Christian disciples within the United Methodist Church who are 
committed to Biblical authority and historic Christian moral teaching to continue our journey of 
faith and ministry to the world is to disaffiliate from the denomination. 

Wallace Mission Statement: 

Our true mission is building disciples; growing in faith; and serving in Christ's name. 

Kip Gilts
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'f/1/atliJce !M.etnotfist Cfiurcli, 
Canton, 'I'SJ({IS 

Resolution 

Called Church Conference 
December 15, 2.022 

6:00 p.m. 

Whereas Wallace United Methodist Church of Canton, Texas has completed a season of 
prayerful discernment which included the gathering of information, the communication 
of said information to the professing membership and much prayerful consideration, 
and has reached consensus concerning its future; 

Therefore, be it resolved that Wallace United Methodist Church disaffiliate from the 
United Methodist Church with the intention of affiliating with the Congregational 
Methodist Church on or after July 1, 2023. 

Be it further resolved that passage of this resolution authorizes the Council Members of 
Wallace United Methodist Church of Canton, Texas to take all steps necessary to 
effectuate this resolution. 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

MY VOTE IS: 

(Mark one box only) 

D FOR the resolution to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church 

D AGAINST the resolution to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church 

Kip Gilts
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M
AR
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H

 26, 2023 

C
ALLED

 C
H

U
R

C
H
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O
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FER

EN
C

E 

SAN
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AR
C

O
S U

M
C

 

R
ESO

LU
TIO

N
 FO

R
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ISAFFILIATIO
N

 

W
hereas San M

arcos U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch of Baytow

n, 
Texas 

has 
com

pleted 
a 

season 
of 

prayerful 
discernm

ent 
concerning its future, it is hereby resolved that San M

arcos 
U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch of Baytow
n, Texas, shall disaffi

liate 
from

 the U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch on June 30, 2023, to 

affi
liate w

ith the G
lobal M

ethodist C
hurch on July 1, 2023.  


Be it further resolved that, w
ith respect to real and personal 

property of San M
arcos U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch of Baytow
n, 

Texas. any trust or beneficial interest that m
ay have previously 

arisen in favor of The U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch or its local 

annual conference is hereby revoked, thus establishing that 
San M

arcos U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch of Baytow

n, Texas. has 
exclusive 

ow
nership 

of 
its 

real 
and 

personal 
property, 

conceding no trust in favor of any other party.

 
Be it further resolved that the G

overning Board of San M
arcos 

U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch of Baytow

n, Texas. Be authorized to 
take 

all 
steps 

necessary 
to 

effectuate 
this 

resolution, 
according to paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of The 
U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch.

 





O
FFIC

IAL BALLO
T 

PLEASE M
AR

K O
N

E BO
X O

N
LY 

☐
YES, I VO

TE IN
 FAVO

R O
F TH

E RESO
LU

TIO
N

 
 (D

isaffi
liating from

 the U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch) 

☐
N

O
, I VO

TE AG
AIN

ST TH
E RESO

LU
TIO

N
   

(N
ot disaffi

liating from
 the U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch) 

Print N
am

e: _____________________________________ 

Sign N
am

e: _____________________________________ 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N
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AL 

SAN
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RESO
LU

C
IO

N
 PARA LA D

ESAFILIAC
IO

N
 

C
onsiderando 

que 
la 

Iglesia 
M

etodista 
U

nida 
San 

M
arcos 

de 
Baytow

n, 
Texas 

ha 
com

pletado 
una 

tem
porada de discernim

iento en oración sobre su 
futuro, por la presente se resuelve que la Iglesia

M

etodista U
nida San M

arcos de Baytow
n, Texas, se 

desafilé de la Iglesia M
etodista U

nida el 30 de   Junio 
del 2023 para afiliarse a la Iglesia M

etodista G
lobal el 

1ro. de Julio del 2023.


Asim
ism

o, se resuelve que, con respecto a los bienes 
e inm

uebles de la Iglesia M
etodista U

nida San M
arcos 

de Baytow
n, Texas. C

ualquier fideicom
iso o interés 

beneficioso que pueda haber surgido previam
ente a 

favor de la Iglesia M
etodista U

nida o su conferencia 
anual local por la presente se revoca, estableciendo así 
que 

la 
Iglesia 

M
etodista 

U
nida 

San 
M

arcos 
de 

Baytow
n, Texas, tiene la propiedad exclusiva de sus 

bienes e inm
uebles, sin otorgar fideicom

iso a favor de 
ninguna otra parte. 


Se resuelve adem
ás que se autorice a la Junta de 

G
obierno de la Iglesia M

etodista U
nida San M

arcos de 
Baytow

n, Texas, a tom
ar todas las m

edidas necesarias 
para hacer efectiva esta resolución de acuerdo al 
párrafo 2553 del Libro de La Disciplina de La Iglesia 
M

etodista U
nida. 


 

BO
LETA O

FIC
IAL 

PO
R FAVO

R
 M

AR
Q

U
E 

SO
LO

 U
N

A C
ASILLA 

☐
SI, VO

TO
 A FAVO

R D
E LA RESO

LU
C

IO
N

 
    (D

esafiliarnos de la Iglesia M
etodista U

nida) 

☐
N

O
, VO

TO
 EN

 C
O

N
TRA D

E LA RESO
LU

C
IO

N
 

   (N
o desafiliarnos de la Iglesia M

etodista U
nida) 

SU
 N

O
M

BRE: _____________________________________ 

SU
 FIRM

A: ________________________________________
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 DISAFFILIATION RESOLUTION 

Whereas Stonehamville United Methodist Church has completed a season of prayerful discernment and 

has reached consensus concerning its future, it is hereby resolved that Stonehamville.United Methodist 

Church shall disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church to affiliate independently as a community 

church on or after March 26, 2023.  Be it further resolved that Church Board of Trustees, and/or other 

governing church body be authorized to take all steps necessary to effectuate this resolution. 
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BALLOT SHEET 

 

After months of prayerful discernment, the church council of _Stonehamville_United Methodist Church 

recommends that our congregation leave the United Methodist Church. 

 

FOR RESOLUTION AGAINST RESOLUTION  

 

    ________________________________________________ 

            Signature  
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