
Label Area

The United Methodist Reporter (USPS 954-500) is published weekly by UMR Communications, 1221 Profit Drive, Dallas Texas 75247-3919. Periodicals postage paid at Dallas Texas and additional mailing
offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to The United Methodist Reporter. PO Box 660275, Dallas Texas 75266-0275. 

Cross Connect ion
a Texas Annual Conference publication
an edition of The United Methodist Reporter

Two Sections, Section A 076000 Volume 155 Number 42 September 04, 2009

What’ s Inside

2

3

4

6

7

8

Vibrant, growing
congregations

changing lives and
reshaping futures
for Jesus Christ

‘Who is our neighbor?’
Opportunities abound in Mission Forum 2009

By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection

Partners In Mission (PIM)
and the Missional Excellence
Leadership Team will present
viable answers to the question,
‘Who Is My
Neighbor?’at the
2009 Mission
Forum scheduled
for October 3 at
Lakewood UMC
in Houston  and
October 10 at
First UMC
Lufkin.

Information
about the ministry
of missions can be
gathered through
workshops, speak-

ers and worship.  Individuals
interested in mission will find
many creative avenues for per-
sonal involvement.

Registrants can select from
a wide variety of workshops

such as:

Tex-Mex Border Ministr y
The workshop, led by

Willie Berman at Lakewood
UMC and Susan Hellums at

First UMC in Lufkin, offers
opportunities to work in
approved sites on both sides of
the border.

These projects will cover
everything from building con-
struction to hosting vacation
bible study.

Mor e Than Prison Ministr y
Led by Allen Rice,

Coordinator of Spirit Key
Ministries, this workshop takes
an innovative approach to the
structure and purpose of prison
ministries.  Rice takes prison
ministry a step further by
equipping congregations for
involvement in the actual reha-
bilitation of former inmates.

Continued on page 3

“It [the Mission Forum] is our way of communicating
in one setting, the hands-on ministry of missions and
to equip churches.  This year, the forum is focusing
on a holistic view of missions in the hope that every
church will find their place in service.”

Kathie Mann
Director, Partners In Mission

‘Refuge: a place that provides protection’
Gifts of furniture and time from Holy Covenant UMC Katy
offer refuge to new neighbors from Burma and Burundi

By Rev. Stephanie Lind
Holy Covenant UMC Katy
Associate Pastor

After months of storing fur-
niture in garages, the Outreach
Team of Holy Covenant UMC
in Katy partnered with Refugee
Services of Interfaith Ministries
of Houston to provide furniture
for refugees who arrived in
August.  

Earlier in the summer,
Aaron Tate, IM’s director of
refugee services, spent a week-
night with the Holy Covenant
Outreach Team to share the sto-
ries of the refugees he serves,
and to inform us about how we
could help. Our team felt that
we would be able to collect
enough furniture for one apart-
ment. 

We were surprised to find
that our church was not only
able to meet this expectation,

but managed
to exceed it!
By simply
asking peo-
ple to con-
sider giving
away used
furniture,
and inviting
Sunday
School class-
es to help
with the
larger items,
we were able
to furnish
two apart-
ments.  

A family
from Burma
now lives in
the first
apartment.
We filled their rooms with beds,
a futon, a TV, and a dining
room table, as well as kitchen

and bathroom supplies.
Although, we have yet to meet
this family (they arrived in the
middle of the night after we

loaded their furniture), we 
were blessed to meet some

Continued on page 2

Holy Covenant UMC Associate PastorStephanie Lind (right), and church mem-
bers Twilla Oman (center) and Nancy Krahel, outreach committee chairperson,
welcome a Burundi refugee family to the community on behalf of the church.

Bishop Huie Highlights
Tool That Defines “The
People of the United
Methodist Church”

Greater Houston
Leadership School is
September 19 in
Conroe

Back-to-School
Outreach Teaches
Lessons in Service

Leadership Institute
Honors Bishop, Trains
Next Generation

Scholarship and Grants
Available

Spotlight On Local
Church Ministries
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Who are the “People of The United
Methodist Church?”

Who are the “people of The
United Methodist Church”?
How do we live out our mission
every day?   How many mem-
bers do we have?  Where do
they live?  What do bishops do?
(I’m very familiar with that
question.)  Would you like a pic-
ture-filled, easy-to-read resource
to learn more about our church?

The UMC has recently pub-
lished a new, beautifully illus-
trated communications tool to
answer those questions and
many more.  As I read through
it, I found myself saying, “I did-
n’t realize that!” or “That’s new
to me!”  For example, I didn’t
know that the UMC now offers a
free online course called “United
Methodism 101” designed for
new and long-time members
who want to know more about
The United Methodist Church.  

Here are some questions that
people frequently ask me and
responses that I discovered in
the booklet.  They are just a
sample of the information found
in the book—illustrated with
great photographs, including
several taken in the Texas
Annual Conference.

Q:  How many active bishops
are there? 

A:   There are 69 bishops around
the world.  Fifty are assigned in
the U.S.  Nineteen are spread
throughout Africa, Europe and
the Philippines.  

Q:  What does a bishop do?
A:  The Apostle Paul calls a
bishop “God’s steward.”
According to the Book of
Discipline, that stewardship
gives our bishops the responsi-
bility to oversee both the “spiri-
tual and temporal interests” of
the church. Bishops are responsi-
ble for making all clergy
appointments for the areas they
serve.  They carry out the legis-
lation of the General
Conference. Most importantly,
they enable the gathered church
to worship and evangelize faith-
fully and to live as faithful disci-
ples.

Q:  How many United
Methodists are there?
A:   The UMC has 11,221,781
professing members worshipping
in 41,589 local churches grouped
into 133 annual conferences. We
have 309 hospitals, clinics and
health centers/posts.  

Q:  What is our mission?
A:  The mission of The United

Methodist church is to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Q:  How do we do that?
A:   Our mission is focused in
four areas: Developing princi-
pled Christian leaders for the
church and for the world; creat-
ing new places for new people
and renewing existing congrega-
tions; engaging in ministry with
the poor and stamping out the
killer diseases of poverty by
improving health globally.

Q:  Where does ourmoney go?
A:  Out of every $1,000 given in
offerings: $845 stays in the local
church; $124 goes to annual
conferences (which includes
clergy support expenses), dis-
tricts and jurisdictions; $22 goes
to the general church for  whole
church ministry and mission and
$9 goes to other general funds
including United Methodist
Women.

The booklet is filled with
great photos – some that may
include familiar faces and min-
istry in the TAC. It can be a
great resource for welcome
packets, new member classes,
leadership training, Sunday
School presentations, bulletin

boards and
more.

Course
Dates:

The United
Methodism
101 course
begins the first
Wednesday of
alternating
months from February through
December, and each session is
open for enrollment for six
weeks. The 2009 schedule dates
are August 5–September 16;
October 7–November 18; and
December 2–January 13. 

Superintendents will have a
few copies of the booklet avail-
able in their offices after Labor
Day.  

Mr. Dennis “Corky” Fowler
has copies available through the
Lay Leadership Team of
Congregational Excellence
(dcfowler@sbcglobal.net), or
you can or you can visit 
infoserve@umcom.org to learn
how to order in bulk.

Enjoy!

Grace and peace,  
Janice RiggleHuie

Bishop Janice
Riggle Huie

of their neighbors who were
also Burmese refugees.  

The second apartment Holy
Covenant furnished is housing a
family of five from Burundi.
This mother and her four chil-
dren (ages 10 to 20) welcomed

us into their new home with
beautiful smiles and Swahili
greetings.  The unloading
process took only a few min-

utes, because they were all so
eager and willing to help. 

When we finished unload-
ing, we noticed that the younger
three children and their mother
did not have shoes that fit their
feet.  We loaded into our cars,

and their wonderful case work-
ers accompanied us all on a
shoe-shopping excursion. As we
explored the shoe store togeth-

er, the children’s eyes opened
wide at the possibility of having
shoes for school.  

It was a holy moment for
each of us. One of the case
workers (a refugee himself),
said, “Look at the mother. She

cannot keep from smiling.  She
had never allowed herself to
dream of this before, and now
her children have shoes and a

home.”  
Holy Covenant UMC is

blessed to have been part of this
ministry, and we invite you to
offer your support as well.
Since this experience, the words
of the Psalmist’s pleas for
refuge speak to our community
of faith with a new reality.  It
has inspired in us a desire to
pursue ministries of justice and
mercy, and to remember that
God calls us to work beyond
our walls, meeting the needs of
people with the power of
Christ.  

For more information about
how your church can participate
in this ministry, see
http://www.imgh.org/refugees.htm.

‘Refuge: a place that provides protection’
Continued from page 1

“It was a holy moment for each of us. . . . It has inspired in
us a desire to pursue ministries of justice and mercy, and to
rememberthat God calls us to work beyond ourwalls,
meeting the needs of people with the powerof Christ.”

Rev. Stephanie Lind
Associate Pastor

Holy Covenant UMC
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Upside Down, Inside Out
First UMC Conroe is the site for Greater Houston Leadership
Education School 2009

By Marlys Barr y
GHLES Team

Greater Houston
Leadership Education School’s
(GHLES) theme, Upside
Down, Inside Out,is taken
from Acts 17.

GHLES is an annual event
that offers an outstanding
opportunity for lay persons,
staff and clergy.  Anyone work-
ing in areas of ministry with
children, youth, and adults will
discover new resources and a
wealth of new and creative
ideas for ministry. 

This year, a special group
of workshops that focuses on
Young Adult Ministry will be
offered. Meet the dynamic
young pastors who are leading
these workshops and learn
about this growing area of min-
istry.

Worship will be a not-to-
be-missed experience.  Bishop
Janice Riggle Huie is the
keynote speaker. There will be
a Cokesbury store, and many
vendors are signed up to offer
an array of products and serv-
ices in our Marketplace.

Class descriptions and
online registration are available

on our website. Check it out at
www.ghles.org.  If you need
brochures, please contact
Marlys Barry at
mbarry@stlukes-hou.org or
713-402-5008. Electronic and
printed versions are available.

Questions about GHLES

can be directed to ghlesregis-
ter@sbcglobal.net.  

See you in Conroe on
September 19 from 9 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.  First UMC Conroe
is located at 4308 West Davis,
Street, Conroe, Texas.

By Sarah Smith
Memorial Drive UMC

Is it legal, ethical, respon-
sible?  As young profession-
als struggle to answer these
questions in the everyday
workplace, Memorial Drive
UMC will host a seminar,
Ethically Speaking, on
Saturday, September 12,
2009, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
in Wesley Hall of MDUMC.  

Break-out session topics
include:  Ethical challenges
for the small and large busi-
ness; showing ethical leader-
ship in a sometimes hostile
environment; and how living
a balanced life through serv-
ice, faith, and family influ-
ences the decisions that our
children make.

Organizer Dr. Franklin
Olson is quite excited about
this seminar.  “Today, more
than ever before, young pro-
fessionals are faced with
monumental decisions, which,
if made in haste, can have
detrimental effects for a life-
time.  We want to provide
them an ongoing forum where
they can share ideas, hopes
and dreams, and develop rela-
tionships that provide the
virtues of trust and loyalty
through ethical and responsi-
ble thoughts, words, and
actions.”  

Cost is $25 per person
(scholarships available) with
net proceeds to the House of
Amos Community Center.
For further information, go
online to 
www.ethicalhouston.com, or
contact Dr. Olson, (713) 468-
8356.

(MDUMC is located one
block west of Beltway 8,
between the Beltway and
Wilcrest Drive).

Ethically speaking!

‘Who is our neighbor?’
Continued from page 1

Transforming Your
Community

Rev. Will Reed provides
practical insight for a church to
be a vital, active entity in a 
community going through tran-
sition.

The workshop will offer
tips for developing ministries
that are relevant to changing
communities and neighbor-
hoods.

In addition to the work-
shops, the forum also offers the
Global Village, a collection of
various mission organizations.

The Mission Store will
be open to offer  shop-
ping opportunities that
support TAC mission
projects. 

“It [the Mission
Forum] is our way of commu-
nicating in one setting, the
hands-on ministry of missions
and to equip churches.  This
year, the forum is focusing on
a holistic view of missions in
the hope that every church will
find their place in service,”
says Kathie Mann, Director of
Partners In Mission for the
Texas Annual Conference.

For more information or to
register, visit the PIM website
at www.txcumc.org or contact
Jan Bierwirth at 713-521-9383,
ext. 316.

Family focused group s at St. Luke’ s Center for
Counseling and Life Enrichment 

Beginning September 30,
St. Luke’s Center for
Counseling and Life
Enrichment is offering peer
groups for teens and parents.
All groups run simultaneously
in separate rooms on
Wednesday evenings from 6-7
p.m. 

Sense of Self peergroups for
high school girls and guys 

This group will address
issues including self-know-
ledge and self-acceptance,
interpersonal communication,
responsible behavior, conflict
resolution, decision making,
and self-care. 

Jamie Leonard, LPC will
be leading the girls’group. In

her practice she specializes in
counseling adolescent school-
girls. Jamie’s personalized
approach to counseling and her
interactive and direct style is
highly successful with today’s
adolescent girls’issues (For
details, go to:  
www.houstoncounselor.net). 

Michael DeVoll, LPC will
be leading the guys’group.
Michael specializes in cultural-
ly-sensitive, solution-focused
counseling for adolescents and
young adults and has many
years of experience working
with high-school age kids and
their parents. 

Ar e you the motheror father
of a teen? 

Have you ever felt chal-
lenged by the realities of relat-
ing to and parenting your own
child? Moms and Dads of jun-
ior high and high school aged
adolescents and teens are invit-
ed to participate in 6 weekly
discussions with a group facili-
tator about the joys and chal-
lenges of parenting a teen. 

The cost is $120 for a 6-
week session and discounts are
available for families with
multiple family members par-
ticipating in different groups
(package rate determined by
how many family members
enrolling).  

For more information or to
register, call 713-402-5046.

Break-out session
speakers include:  Bob G.
Gower, former CEO of
Lyondell Petrochemical
Company and co-Founder
of Carbon
Nanotechnologies Inc., and
Ensysce Biosciences Inc.;
Allison Gower, president
and co-Founder of The
Platform Group Gallery;
Cynthia Clay Briggs,
executive director of
Communities In Schools
Houston; Greg Nelson,
firmwide chair of the tax
department and a senior
partner in the Houston
office of Baker Botts LLP,
and Raymond
McLaughlin , part of the
founding management team
of Lyondell Petrochemical
in 1986.
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By Helen Childs
Faith UMC Dickinson

We know from scripture that
Jesus threw the money changers
and merchants out of His
Father’s house. 

However, on August 15,
when Faith UMC, Dickinson
conducted its fourth annual free
shopping spree, Jesus probably
was well pleased at the small
church’s efforts to help those in
need. The Free Shopping Spree
provides new school uniforms
in a variety of colors and sizes
for school age children from
elementary age to high school. 

The event is held each year
to serve as an outreach and wel-
coming ministry, helping fami-
lies with the expense of provid-
ing back-to-school clothes for
their children and each year, a
growing number of families
have participated in the event,

with a 20% increase this year. 
The families from the

Houston-Galveston Bay area
began gathering at the church

before 8 a.m. Within an hour
the church was packed, with
over 120 families.  “The effects
of the hurricanes and economic
conditions have added to the

increased number of people
needing help,” said Pastor E.
Lorraine Brown. “But each year
we are more blessed as we trust

in God’s promise to supply the
provisions needed for this min-
istry.  We have also been
blessed by the support of our
members who have adopted this

as a church-wide ministry.” 
As for the countingpart of

the story … this year, during
the Shopping Spree, Faith also

opened its doors to representa-
tives of the 2010 Census.  The
Census representatives talked
with the shoppers about the
importance of their being

counted.  Faith has consented to
serve as a resource partner with
the 2010 Census. 

The U.S. Census Bureau
appealed to faith-based organi-
zations to facilitate in bringing
the community and Census
together. “We offered the
Shopping Spree as an ideal
opportunity to reach people
whom the Census calls ‘hard to
count’because they do not
return their forms. 

“This opportunity gives peo-
ple a chance to ask questions,
and understand how the Census
can help them and dispel myths
about how it could hurt them”
says Rev. Brown. “It’s all about
Rethinking Church and having
the church become a real part
of the community. This allows
people to feel God’s caring love
outside of Sundayservices.”

Free shopping spree on Faith
Counting and shopping in the church … WWJD?

“Its all about Rethinking Chur ch and having the
church become a real part of the community.
This allows people to feel God’s caring love out-
side of Sunday services.”

Rev. E. Lorraine Brown
Faith UMC, Dickinson

Local churches learn lessons of service while equipping kids to return to school

Collecting and distributing school supplies forthe community in the Houston-Galveston Bay area has become an annual event forFirst UMC in Dickinson, Texas.  This
year, the The Free Shopping Spree, as it has become known as gave school supplies and clothes to 120 familes.
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By Rev. Becky Love and
Crystal Williams
Diboll UMC

First UMC of Diboll saw a
need in the community in 2008
and decided they wanted to be
a part of the solution.  With
over 70% of students in the
city schools being in the low
socio-economic level, the
church members knew there
was a need for help in provid-
ing school supplies.  

In August of 2008, under
the direction of lay person,
Christie Stephens, the church
offered its first Back-to-School
Bash.  More than 150 people
attended and received food and
75 students registered to play
the carnival games that offered
school supplies as prizes.

The year of 2009 brought a
downturn in the economy and
the church realized that things
would not be better.  This year
it would be just as difficult to
provide school supplies.  

Once again, First UMC
Diboll partnered with other
local churches, and the Lottie

and Arthur Temple Civic
Center was transformed to look
like a good old fashioned car-
nival complete with the smell
of pop corn and hot dogs and
lots and lots of kids. 

Volunteers sorted through
200 packages of notebook
paper, 75 packs of note cards,
80 pencil bags 3,000 pencils,
500 folders, 50 packages of
markers, 75 packages of pens,
300 erasers, 1,000 glue sticks,
150 scissors and 200 boxes of
crayons. 

Anticipation grew as a line
began to form outside the civic
center with anxious boys and
girls ready for some carnival
fun.

Over 100 families were
given a chance to get a little
help with school supplies for
their children.  Approximately
200 kids registered and played
carnival games, they earned
prizes that will help them get
the confidence they need to
start the school year off right.

Carnival games such as,
pencil pull, fishing, horseshoes,
bean bag tosses, leap frog,

chicken chunker, limbo, sink-n-
float, bolo, tic-tac-toe, mini-
golf, football toss, antler toss,
ring toss, penny pitch, spin-a-
prize and milk bottle throw
were coordinated and staffed
by local church volunteers
from Diboll First UMC, La
Primera Iglesia Bautista, Burke
UMC, Shiloh Baptist Church,
Prairie Chapel Church, First
Assembly of God and First
Baptist Church.  

Also, there was a back -
pack lunch kit walk, a food
court and fun face painting.
Thanks to the support of great
area churches, the event was a
success.

The goal of the project was
to reach out to the children of
our community by preparing
them for school and letting
them witness the love of Jesus
Christ.  The smiles and sounds
of laughter were enough of a
reward for all the volunteers
who put in countless hours of
time preparing for this year’s
event. 

Diboll’ s back to school bash help s over 200 kids
start school off with a bang!

Local churches learn lessons of service while equipping kids to return to school

Fun before work; school
work, that is.

Mor e than 200 children
played games at the Back-
to-School Carnival coordi-
nated and hosted by seven
local churches in Diboll,
Texas.

Notebook paper, pencils,
pencil bags, markers glue
sticks, crayons, scissors and
folders were collected by
the volunteers and used as
prizes in the carnival
games.
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A United Methodist News
Service Feature
By Linda Gr een*

The Gospel of Mark says
Jesus chose 12 apostles to be
with him during his short min-
istry on Earth.

The Bishop Melvin George
Talbert Leadership Institute is
starting out seeking up to 20
young African Americans to
commit two to four years to
become creative leaders in The
United Methodist Church.

The numbers may not be
large, but the hopes and dreams
of expanding God’s kingdom on
Earth are as substantial as the
legacy of the man who inspired
the institute, officials said.

“We will intentionally and
purposefully seek to equip new
leaders who are bold in witness,
centered in compassion and
exhibit good will for all peo-
ple,” said Bishop Alfred
Johnson, the institute’s dean.

Nur turing leaders
Black Methodists for

Church Renewal announced last

year the intention to form an
institute named after Talbert.
The institute, to be located at
the Nashville headquarters of
the Black Methodist group, was
launched in July.

The goal of developing new
leaders “speaks to justice and
allows the church to live into
the reign of God on Earth,” said
the Rev. Ronnie Miller-Yow,
chairperson of Black
Methodists for Church
Renewal.

“It will not be a weekend
event and we say we have done
our work,” Talbert said.

The institute plans to work
collaboratively with church-
related theological schools, his-
torically black colleges and uni-
versities, church wide agencies,
annual conferences and other
partners in leadership programs
for high school youth and
young adults. 

Justice is key
Participants will learn the

heritage of The United
Methodist Church along with
leadership and administrative
skills designed to help young

clergy and laity be compassion-
ate and creative church offi -
cials.

“A good leader is one who
is open to the
call of God, is
willing to take a
stand, is ready
to work in a
team relation-
ship to accom-
plish a goal, is
just and fair in
all relations and
respects all peo-
ple,” Talbert
said.

Too often
people take
administration
lightly and nar-
row the focus to
mean paper
pushing, he
said.

“To me that
is the least part
of good admin-
istration. It is
the ability to
relate to peo-
ple, to listen
and to use

excellence in prepara-
tion for leading people
in whatever process
one has to accom-
plish.”

He said it also
involves being open,
fair and not spending
time doing what is not
necessary to get some-
thing accomplished.
“We do not have
enough leaders who
practice acumen in
such a way.” 

A bishop’s legacy
Nearly 200 people

witnessed the insti-
tute’s July 11 launch
during a gala celebra-
tion commemorating
Talbert’s 75th birthday
and the 49th anniver-
sary of his ordination
as a pastor in The
United Methodist
Church.
Congratulatory letters
from President Barack

Obama and former President
Bill Clinton were read.

The retired bishop graduated

from Southern University with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in
secondary education.During
his final year in college, he
accepted a call to ministry and
enrolled at Gammon
Theological Seminary in
Atlanta. While serving in
Jefferson City, Tenn., he helped
plan demonstrations for civil
rights in Atlanta. At one point,
Talbert and the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. spent three days
and nights in the same jail cell. 

Taking on a new challenge
is part of a legacy of service for
a leader who has helped The
United Methodist Church and
society address issues of social
justice and civil rights, believ-
ing there is room at God’s table
for everyone.

Information for contribu-
tions to the Bishop Melvin
George Talbert Leadership
Institute is available at
www.bmcrumc.org.

*Green is a United
Methodist News Service writer
based in Nashville, Tennessee.

T a l b e r t  I n s t i t u t e  t o  d e v e l o p  
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  l e a d e r s

Attending the Bishop Melvin George Talbert Leadership Institute Launch,  are Talbert's Episcopal col-
leagues: From left: Bishop Alfr ed Norris, retired; Bishop Mary Ann Swenson (Los Angeles Ar ea); Bishop
Edsel A. Ammons, retired; Bishop Talbert (center), Bishop Gregory V. Palmer (Illinois Ar ea and president of
the Council of Bishops), Bishop Alfr ed Johnson (retired), and Bishop Marcus Matthews (New York West
Ar ea).

United Methodist Bishop Melvin Talbert (right) and the Rev. Robert Edgar, for-
mer leader of the National Council of Churches, greet an Iraqi Muslim leader
outside a mosque in Baghdad in 2003. The new Bishop Melvin George Talbert
Leadership Institute is designed to develop young black leaders with a commit-
ment to compassion and justice. A UMNS file photo by Robin Hoecker.



World Communion Sunday
is October4
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“Cultures of Call” Grant s available to strengthen future church leadership
FTE grants invest in next generation of gifted pastors for local churches

To help develop a new gen-
eration of gifted young leaders
for local congregations across
denominations, The Fund for
Theological Education (FTE)
will award a total of $350,000 in
“Cultures of Call” grants
through 2009.    

“Every community depends
on strong local churches, and
congregations need highly capa-
ble leaders to serve growing
needs,” said Jim Goodmann,
FTE Calling Congregations
Regional Director and Grant
Program Administrator. “These
grants enable congregations to
move further into their role as

nurturers of the next generation
of leaders.  Their work of identi-
fying talented and faithful
young people who aspire to
serve others and to explore the
call to ministry builds a network
of engaged congregations who
will help shape the life of the
church by revitalizing its leader-
ship.” 

Cultur es of Call: Grants for
Congregations

Through Cultures of Call
grants, the Fund for Theological
Education provides financial
support to congregations and
church-related organizations for

activities and practices that help
them become communities of
call. Funds are used to foster
practices that support vocational
formation in general, and the
call to ministry, in particular. 

Process forSubmitting a
Grant

Interested prospects will sub-
mit a Letter of Intent that out-
lines a proposal idea for explor-
ing one or two of the four
VoCARE practice areas.
Depending on the quality and
readiness of the expressed
intent, applicants will be invited
to submit a full proposal during

the Spring or Fall award cycle.  
Deadlines are February 2

and September 1, respectively,
for each of these funding peri-
ods. All applicants will receive
notification of their grant status
within six weeks of each dead-
line for full proposals.

If you have any questions,
please call 404-727-1415 or
email Jim Goodmann at

jgoodmann@thefund.org.
For more information about

Cultures of Call grants, visit
http://www.thefund.org/pro-
grams/congregations_grants.html.  

Information about what pre-
vious grant recipients are doing
can be found at

http://www.thefund.org/pro-
grams/congregations_overview.

Apply now for W orld Communion scholarship
By General Board of 
Global Ministries

Applications are available
for the World Communion
National Scholarship through
the General Board of Global
Ministries. Apply by November
30, 2009, for the 2010-2011
academic year.

Grants support full-time stu-
dents until the completion of a
graduate degree. Awards are
renewed each year depending
on the availability of funds at
Global Ministries, the student’s
successful completion of full-
time studies, and the compli-
ance with the renewal process. 

Formerly known as the
Crusade Scholarship, the World
Communion Scholarship is for
graduate-level students from
communities of color. It is
among the premier awards of
The United Methodist Church.  

Through WC National
Scholarships, Global Ministries
strives to aid individuals in
developing their community
and church leadership potential
and to provide opportunities
through graduate study in insti-
tutions of higher education.
Global Ministries’goal is to
equip persons for leadership
involvement in the life and

mission of the Church as well
as its ministry to society and
the world.

To be eligible for a WC
National Scholarship, one must
be a member of a The United
Methodist Church; have been
admitted or applied to a gradu-
ate study program in an institu-
tion of higher education at the
time of application and demon-
strate evidence of financial
need.

Priority is given to appli-
cants who are preparing for
service to the church and/or its
mission to society, and who
will engage in one or more of
the following areas of empha-
sis: elimination of poverty;
global health; leadership devel-
opment and congregational
development. Candidates
applying for their first
advanced degrees also are
given preference. 

Recipients must have the
ability of providing at least five
years of service to the church
and/or society. 

World Communion National
Scholarships must be used by
recipients to acquire only one
degree.  If you have been fund-
ed for the acquisition of a
degree by this office, you are
not eligible to apply for a sec-

ond degree.
Global Ministries’staff,

directors, mission personnel,
UMC bishops, and family
members of any of the above
are not eligible to apply.
Additionally, funds are desig-
nated for both national (U.S.)
and international scholarships.
If you are in the U.S. as an
international student, you may
not apply under the national
program. Please contact the
General Board of Global
Missions for the international
application.

The Scholarship/Leadership
Development Office will only
be able to process current
application forms, marked
“2010/2011” in the lower left-
hand corner of the first page. 

Submission of old applica-
tion forms will not be consid-
ered.  Request the new forms
directly from the
Scholarship/Leadership
Development Office by e-mail;
scholars@gbgm-umc.org; by
phone; 212-870-3787 or by
mail; Scholarship/Leadership
Development Office, General
Board of Global Ministries,
Room 1351, 475 Riverside Dr.,
New York, NY 10115.

"As a World Communion
Scholar . . . I can concen-
trate on what really counts:
helping people who are in
the darkest corner of
addiction and despair to
find a new life in Christ."

Laura Pressley
Recipient

Your Generous Gifts Provide:

• World Communion Scholarships (General
Board of Global Ministries), with at least
one-half of the annual amount for min-
istries beyond the United States; 

• Ethnic Scholarship Program (General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry);
and 

• Ethnic In-Service Training Program
(General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry). 

Scholarship and Grant Opportunities
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Learning Opportunities

Southeast District Leadership
& Education School
Saturday, September 12, United
Methodist Temple, Port Arthur
will host a district leadership
event. 

The theme is, Forming Our
Faith Together.  Guest speaker
will be Mary Jane Pierce
Norton, General Board of
Discipleship. There will be 22
workshops for children, youth,
and adult ministries. 

The cost: $25.  Contact south-
eastdistrict@sbcglobal.net for
more information.  

Grace Life Workshop
Ever struggled with the
Christian life?  Have you ever
wondered why walking by the
Spirit seems impossible for
you?  

Grace Fellowship UMC will
present the Grace Life
Workshop in the Epi Center
September 10-12.

Thursday and Friday sessions
will be held 7-9 p.m.  Saturday
sessions will be 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Registration cost is $20
(includes materials).  Box
lunches can be reserved for $5.
All reservations and payments
should be made online at
www.whatisgrace.org.

Grace Fellowship UMC offers a
variety of prayer groups.  

For more information, contact

DeVona Comley at (281) 646-
1903 ext. 151.

2009 Convocation on 
The Black Church
‘Can These Dry Bones Live?’is
the theme for this event sched-
uled for September 18-19 in
Fayetteville, North Carolina.

The convocation will focus on
effective clergy and lay leader-
ship, led by Dr. Rodney
Smothers, senior pastor of St.
Paul UMC in Oxon Hill,
Maryland and risk-taking mis-
sion through evangelism and
outreach, led by Dr. Sherry L.
Daniels, senior pastor of
Norfolk UMC in Norfolk,
Virginia.

For more information, contact
Dr. Lawrence Johnson or Lee
Anne Thornton at 1-800-849-
4433.

Wesley Theological Seminary
announces Discernment &
Exploration Program
The school invites all who are
considering masters-level theo-
logical education to attend its
fall Window on Wesleydiscern-
ment and exploration event on
September 22, or November 3
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or
on October 21 from 5-9 p.m. 

The events are opportunities to
explore seminary education for
those preparing for ordained
ministry as well as individuals
pursuing other vocational paths.
Participation is free, but reserva-
tions are requested to assist with
preparation.

To register, go to www.wesley-

seminary.edu/visit.  For addi-
tional information on academic
programs, contact Beth Ludlum,
Director of Recruitment at 202-
885-8653 or bludlum@wesley-
seminary.edu.

Celebration Ministr y
Conference
‘If The Shoe Fits’is the theme
for the conference schedule for
Saturday, October 3 at Mission
Bend UMC.  Motivational
speaker and singer, Shannon
Perry will present a fresh new
approach of God’s perspective
on how we should live our lives
based on sound biblical princi-
ples.

Early bird cost is $35.  After
September 5, registration cost is
$40.  For more information,
contact Mary or Dawn in the
church office, 281-497-4491.

South Central Jurisdiction
BMCR 2009 Fall Meeting
The meeting is scheduled for
October 1-3, 2009 in Dallas,
Texas, at Hamilton Park UMC.

The cost is $110 per person and
includes lunch on Friday and
membership dues.  The registra-
tion deadline is September 19
and on-site registration will be
$125 per person.

For more information, visit
www.bmcrumc.org.

Fellowship Opportunities

Hispanic Fellowship
Gathering
Holy Trinity UMC located at
13207 Orleans Street in

Houston, Texas is the site for a
meeting of people interested in
Hispanic ministry.

The event is scheduled for
September 9, 10 a.m. to noon.
Refreshments will be served.
For additional information, con-
tact the church at 713-453-7203.

Wesley Community Center
Open House
The United Methodist Women
will host an open house and tour
of Wesley Community Center
September 10, 9 a.m. to noon.

Tickets are $10.  For reserva-
tions and more information,
contact Abby Whitmire at 713-
223-8131, ext. 231 or 
awhitmire@wesleyhousehouston.org.
Interested individuals can also
visit the web site, 
www.wesleyhousehouston.org.

St. Luke’s UMC to Host, A
Special Afternoon of
Friendship for People with
Physical Disabilities
Meet and greet others in the
community, enjoy refreshments
and learn about hurricane sea-
son resources from guest speak-
er, Kenny Mercado from
Centerpoint Energy.

The event will be held in the
Parlor at St. Luke’s UMC,
Sunday, September 13 from 2-4
p.m.

For more information, contact
Cecie Turlington at 713-402-
5153 or cturlington@stlukes-
hou.org.

Calling All Boy Scouts
Bishop Crutchfield of the

Arkansas Conference of the
United Methodist Church will
host a Bishop’s Dinner for
Scouting on September 8 at
Williams Memorial UMC in
Texarkana. 

All of the churches in the area
are invited to attend to promote
scouting in your local congrega-
tion. The event will begin at
6:45 p.m.. 

Food and program with a
keynote address by Bishop
Crutchfield.  For more informa-
tion contact Dr. Danny Wayman
at 903-832-8663.

McKinney Memorial UMC
Celebrates 90th Anniversary
Sunday, September 27, 4 p.m.,
McKinney Memorial UMC cel-
ebrates a monumental occasion. 

Guest speaker: Bishop Janice
Huie; Clinicians: Chester D.T.
Baldwin and Covenant Glenn
UMC Choir. 

Mission Opportunities

Mission Trip to Cuba
Memorial Drive UMC is spon-
soring a mission trip to Cuba
October 16-31.  

The cost is $2,700. The teams
will work to rebuild a small
church just outside Havana and
show Christ’s love to the people
of this communist country. 

For more information, contact
Wanda Hilliard,
Tuchill@SBCGlobal.net.

Send Spo tlight submissions t o:
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