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Why don’t Christians go to church?

Last week | had the privi group is: female, median age we leave church every week
lege of attending the seminar of 50, white, married, without believing we are valued, ful

What's Inside

Top reasons Christians

ChristianAlliance
CelebrateTenYears of

“Empty PewsWhy Houston
Christians Dort' Go to

kids under the age of 18,

filled, are finding growth as

completed one to two years Christians, and are better pec

are not going to chuch

SEIEE 2 Church,” by Dr Geoge of college, household income ple because we attended, we 3 ©f 5 Say they receive no value from

S Barna. of over $50,000. will want to share that experi 90ing to church

Nominationsnd The ecumenical Houston One of the biggest surpfis ence with our friends. Friends oA el et oy e e (e
- Coalition of Church es for me was that the folks bring friends.

Applications 9 feel present lifestyle will be rejected)

who dont attend church Second, we must care
appear to have a considerableabout the unchurched as peo
interest in God, faith, scip  ple — not numbershey

tures and church life. Over  know the diference and

half have a very favorable respond accordinghRadical

Communicators, including
several individual United
Methodist Churches as well
as our own Conference
Department of

1 of 4 Say there are no appealing

Methodist Mission church options

Home Helps Couple

Fulfill Their Dream Of George Barnas insights

Adoption Communications, contracted opinion of Christianity and hospitality is not a program. ; :

with Dr. Geoge Barna to sur four out of five used to Itis an attitude in our lives re they literally telling us that out of

vey self-identified Christian  belong to a church. But these and hearts and it has to be Lotg NEUIE I &1 ek Dy erulis N

people in the Houston area  interested persons have fallencultivated in everyone who is S91€€2€ out one rlour B WEEK D PR
St. Pauls UMC who do not attend churcio  out of the church habit. In the a part of the congregation. e [ Gl [fiEe etiney een) -~
Celebrates ‘Mitzvah’ 4 squeeze out an hour _aweek to participate
Day 2009 in anything they consider of value.”

“We tend to focus on demographics, but
that's not what will make or breakfefts

— understanding whatin their minds

and hearts will make or break your out

“W e must want to bring in new members. Rsgrams
Extension Ministries’ G

Focus will not bring the unchurched. Howevey if we leave reach dbrts.”
church everly week believing we ag valued, fulfilled, are “We've got to start rethinking, ‘what
finding growth as Christians, and ae betterpeople does it mean to be the church?
Local Church 7

“As of July 2009, 19 percent of the U.S.
unchurched were born again
Christians...If we were to bring back
that 19 percent, it would represent the
most massive wave of church growth the
church has ever experiencédl. we're
doing is taking people — who by their
own reckoning love Jesus — and connect
my knowledge, this is the ~ surveys, they simply did not | encourage you, our cler them to a family of faith.”
first time there has been data believe they received any gy and lay leaders across the
specific to the Houston area. value from going to church or conference, to take a look at “Are there creative ways to think about

Many of our conference  felt rejected by the church, or what this study teaches us. connecting them to the Kingdom of
pastors and leaders, some  have not found an appealing Reflect on where you see ~ G0d? Going to church is an obstacle.
from as far away as Jasper church. God at work in your congre  Participating in Kingdom Life is OK.”
and Bellville, were among the ~ When asked “what would gation.Where are lives being ) i
300-plus people who attendedmake you much more inter  transformed in your church? R€garding the things churches measure
the eventAs Dr. Dick White  ested in attending church,” to show fruitfulness (worship attendance,
commented, “I figure thers’  the most frequent response  shaped for a better life? staf size, budget, square footage and
a lot of similarity between didn’t surprise me: Share those stories with number of progra,ms): Jesus ditdie
people in Houston and East Unchurched people come to friends. Invite them to join el &y (.’f thr?twﬁ ve ct;]anged, taat ‘o
Texas when it comes to church when a friend invites you at a mission work dag matter_s B
church.” them.The responsibility rests small group, or worship. abl_e i, 0 ele Wf’ e

. . fruitfulness, growth?

| would like to share some on us. Allow them to experience the
of the things | learned. So, what are DBarnas grace that you already enjoy

Houston unchurched suggestions for what we
Christians are highly edueat should do? First, we must
ed folks — 65% have some  want to bring in new mem
college educatioriThe deme  bers. Programs will not bring
graphic profile of the tget the unchurched. Howevef

Ministry Snapshots because we attended, we will want to sharthat expert

ence with ourfriends. Friends bring friends.”
Bishop Huie

Spotlight On Local @ TexasAnnual Conference

Church Ministries

Vibrant, growing Where are futures being re-

congregations
changing lives and
reshaping futures
for Jesus Christ

“You have to give them something they
cant get anywhere else. Everything
we're doing in church is being done bet
ter in the world...What do we have that’
unique?The presence of God.”

Grace and Peace,
Janice Riggle Huie
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Celebrating T en Years of Service

The mission of Christian
Alliance is to help meet the
needs of people who are vic
tims of poverty natural disas

to your congregation, group,
class or gganization. You

aid, theAlliance is joined with  millions of pounds of relief
more than 300 churches, churclsupport to the pophungry

may learn more about the min and civic oganizations around sick, and homeless every year
the world to equip and ship

istry of ChristianAlliance by

ters, disease and famine, while visiting their

providing mission opportunities website
to individuals wishing to share www.christian-

God’s love.
ChristianAlliance for

HumanitarianAid, Inc.

received its Certificate of

Incorporation on June 22, 1998calling 281-412-

On March 3, 1998 a group
of 54 mission minded individu
als gathered at First UMC in
Houston. DrAsbury Lenox
chaired the gyanizational
meeting. BishopWoodrow
Hearn and Pastor Bill Hinson
shared experiences and gave
direction toAlliance of
Christian Mission dbrts that
would distribute food, seed,
water clothes and health care
to the poor and victims of dis
asters.

This year as the ministry

celebrates its 10th year of serv need.

ice, it also announcethe addi
tion of a Director of
Development, Kristi McKay

alliance.og.
Contact Kristi

McKay about
speakingby

T CLINIC

2285 or by email 4| '.1'-1__ &
kmckay@chris ;

tian-alliance.ag.
This is an

ecumenical min &
istry serving
churches and
missionaries
throughout the
United Sates
and the world to
provide food,
water and med
ical supplies to
those most in

Since 2005, the ChristiarAlliance has deliveled more than 50 medical clinics

and $20 million worth of prescription medicines.These medical clinics ae
As a disaster complete with exam and dental stations as well asfizle and storage space.

relief oganiza

tion with a goal The drawings and material lists forthese mobile medical units can be down

McKay is available to speak for humanitarian |oaded and printed at wwwechristian-alliance.org

The Fund For Theological Education Calls for

nominations & applications

$1.5 million in fellowships and support for gifted students

Nomination and application diversity in Christian ministry
materials for FTE Fellowships and theological scholarship. ing them in their exploration
are now available online. FTE The oganization$ work and study
Fellows receive financial supports the next generation of FTE also help congrega
awards, a network of support leaders among pastors and  tions and denominations find
and leadership development
opportunities.

istry and teaching and nurtur

Next generation of leaders
Ministry Program
Fellowships are for undgrad
uates exploring ministry and
seminary students preparing
for pastoral ministryincluding
Volunteers Exploring/ocation.
Doctoral Program
Fellowships are for rising
African-American scholars and scholars. It provides fellow ways to nurture young men
students from other underrep ships and a network of supportand women for ministry and
resented racial/ethnic groups to gifted young people from all teaching.The goal is to
pursuing the Ph.D. in religion, denominations and racial/eth strengthen Christian ministry
theology or biblical studies. nic backgrounds—encouragingby strengthening the quality of
FTE is a leading ecumeni those with gifts for leadership its leadership.
cal advocate for excellence ando consider vocations in min The Fund was created in

1954, when leading educators,
clergy and philanthropists
joined together out of concern
that the quality of those enter
ing the ministry had declined
and that the best and brightest
students were choosing other
careersThey believed this
trend could lead to a crisis of
leadership that would impact
congregations and denomina
tions across NortAmerica—
and they set out to do some
thing about it.

Over the past 50 years,
FTE has awarded nearly 6,000
fellowships: recipients include
some of today leading pas
tors, scholars and teachers,
serving churches, theological
schools and communities
nationwide.

For more information, visit
www. THEFUND.og.
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Methodist Mission Home help s couple fulfill their dream of adoption

By Kiko Mar tinez
Marketing Dir ector
Methodist Mission Home

Methodist Mission Home
History

Methodist Mission Home
was founded in 1895 in the
wake of a dramatic and sponta

Conference are on the The Fords spent a lot of .
Methodist Mission Home’ time researching open ado
Board of Directors. tion. Their family also had
Over the years, a changing questions about what “open
social climate was reflected in adoption” meant exactly
the activities of Methodist “I think many people see
Mission Home. Continued it as ‘co-parenting but it's
growth led to the building of  really nothing like that at

the current multi-building, 25- all,” Melissa said. “Vé had

)

neous conversion experience byacre campus, which opened its to educate our own families|

Madam M. L.Volino who ran a
brothel on San Sabadr8et.
Inspired by a street revivalist,
MadamVolino returned to her
house in the red light district
vowing to begin a new life.
Through financial and emotien
al support of the Methodist
community andlravis Park

doors in 1968. In 1969, the about all these things.”
Mission Home served an all- Methodist Mission Home
time high of 321 maternity resi (MMH) Adoption Services
dents as well as people who  Director Helen Hufsays in
have special needs such as deadin open adoption, the birth
or hard of hearing individuals. mother places her child wit

The goals of the program  a family she has chosen.
have remained basically the ~ Once a “match” has been
same since 1974 with adoption made, a Cooperative Plan is :
Smile for the camera. Body Aaron Ford is one of many childen

placed in loving homes by the Methodist Mission Home in San

Methodist Churchyolino con
verted the brothel into a rescue services added to its roster
home for “fallen women.”

has expanded its connection to
Methodism and to th&exas
Annual Conference in partieu

lar. Presentlyfour pastors who how exciting the process would guideline that maps out future
actually be.

are members of thEexas

“W e immediately loved MMH — the staf, the program, every-
thing. At first we had questions about whethetto adopt over
seas ordomestic.After attending anAdoption Information
Seminar at Methodist Mission Home, we decided that domes
tic was right for us.”

Antonio, Texas.

Melissa. “At first we had ques
tions about whether to adopt
overseas or domesti&fter
attending a\doption
Information Seminar (AIS) at
MMH, we decided that domes
tic was right for us.”

Soon aftera birthmother
told MMH adoption counselors
that she had seen the Fard’
family profile and was interest
ed in choosing them as the
adoptive family

“Our first meeting was very
short,” Melissa said. “The birth
mom was very emotional and
couldnt stay very long. | think
that was the first time the reali
ty of her decision really hit her
Our counselor called to assure
us that her tears were only

Melissa Ford

services being among the new completed by both the birth

mother and the adoptive par

ents.This Cooperative Plan is a

Since its creation, the home Creating a new family contract that is based on trust
Melissa and Keith Ford between the adoptive parents

knew they would adopt a child and birthmother

“someday’ but never imagined “This document serves as a

contact between the birthmeth
er, adoptive parents, and
adoptee,” explains

Ruttenbeg. “In most cases, .
the birthergother will want and she wanted to know if we
yearly updates and photos. Inwo$grmizp;:§;ﬁﬁﬁg gggr
some cases, she may want .
some contact throughout the whelr_ned, the Fords_; met with
child's life. In other cases the birthmother during the two
the birthmother may not " months prior to the birthiThe
birthmother even invited

want any contact at all. It Melissa to escort her to he
depends on the comfort level 1SS S r r
doctors appointments.

of all parties. However
. “It meant a lot that she
MMH educates adoptive L . .
P invited me,” Melissa said. “@&/

famili

t%:',,les about open adep really wanted to know her
Wwhen the Fords found (01 18 1 et things

MMH in 2005 while search about her that we didnget

ing for adoption agencies in
from the paperwork. Now can
Texas, they were pleasantly tell our son about his birth

surprised when they learned N
it was less than a mile from

Picture of a happy family Keith, baby Brody Aaron and Melissa :
Ford are all smiles. The Fords chose to adopt domestically rather their home.

: . : I “We immediately loved
than internationally thr ough the Methodist Mission Home.
y 9 MMH — the staff, the pro

gram, everything,” said

Two months laterittle

says she and Keith feelst’
important for him to know his

because she liked us so much,

Brody Aaron was born. Melissa

history They want to have an
open line of communication
with their son about his adep
tion.

“| started a baby book for
him after we first met his birth
mom and his adoption story is
in there, along with pictures
and his bracelet from the hospi
tal,” Melissa said. “He likes to
look through the book and talk
about it all.”

Melissa says the best thing
for a couple to do if they are
looking into adoption is to do a
lot of research before starting
the processrThis includes read
ing a lot of adoption books and
passing the information on to
the rest of the family who also
might have questions.

“Clearing up misconcep
tions is the first big hurdle,”
Melissa said. “Then you realize
it's not as hard as you thinksit’
going to be.”

How can you or your church
help? Methodist Mission Home
offers free seminars on the
adoption process. Most semi
nars are held in Saintonio,
Texas. Opportunities to volun
teer are numerousyisit the
Homes web site,
www.mmhome.qy or contact
Kristina Garza at 1-800-842-
5433.

Thelma Jones, Editor of
Cross Connection contributed
to this aticle.
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St. Paul’s UMC celebrates ‘N

By DonnaV. Adair ing at two sites foRebuilding  said RevEmily Chapman,
Dir ector of Communications Houston ©gether theWesley  associate pastor at the church.
. Paul's UMC, Houston Community CenterServants of “We had participants of

Christ UM Parish, SEARCH  every age from young children
Mitzvah Day returned totS Homeless MinistryEmegency to youth, young adults, adults

Pauls UMC by popular Aid Coalition. Two teams and seniors. My personal
demand after a similar day of worked on site att3auls, one expectation was that our con
mission projects during the  making placemats fofexas gregation would come together
build-up to $. Pauls 2006 Childrens Hospital and Ronald to engage in the Houston cem
Centennial Celebration. McDonald House and the other munity in new ways and

The day was named in doing a project of folding flags encounter Jesus in our commu
honor of the churck’neighbar  to be attached to notes and senhity as we worked on the vari
Congregation Emanu El, which to soldiers overseas. ous sites.”
conducts similar days of muiti “One of our goals at the For more information about
ple “good deed” projects. church this year was to increasehis event and other

After breakfast and a brief participation in missions on  mission/outreach projects, con
worship service togethet00  both the local and global level, tact RevEmily Chapman,
volunteers of all ages spread  to engage more with our cem  Minister for Outreach/Mission
throughout the city to do eight munity and the world, so this andYoungAdults at

mission projects. event was a part of putting echapman@stpaulshoustog.or
The projects included work some enggy behind that goal,” or 713-528-0527.
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litzvah Day’ 2009

Page 4:

Top Left: Remembering ourtroops. One of
the children folds pocket flags foifr ontline sok
diers.

Top and Bottom Right: S. Paul’s volunteers
paint one of the classpoms atWesley
Community Center in Houston, Texas.

Page 5

Top Left: U.M.A.R.M.Y. Youth finish a project
near MacGregor Park in southeast Houston.

Top Right: A volunteer installs a new aircon-
ditioner in a neighborhood in east Harris
County. This was a pat of the, Rebuilding
Houston Togetherproject.

Bottom Left: Painting seems to be the job for
the day Youth volunteers paint a 1oom at
Servants of Christ UM Parish.

All photos by Donna.\Adair and Beth Zapach, a
communictions intern of Houston Baptist
University



NOVEMBER 24, 2009

Learn to fill your church’

By Leah Taylor
TAC Lay Leader

LastThursday afternoon |
found myself sitting in the
chapel of First Baptist Church
in Houston — not a place
where | can regularly be found.
And, in the seats surrounding
me were all kinds of Christians,
not just Methodists but also
Baptists, Presbyterians,
Episcopalians, Lutherans and,
yes, even Catholics!

There were more than 275

CROSS CONNECTION 6

we sat spellbound; hearing
some newastonishing things
and others that we knew or

the biggest challenges in their Houstons unchurched adults
lives (in order): health - persen have made a personal comnit
al and family; finances; occupa ment to Jesus Christ that is
should have known. If some tional challenges - mostly need important in their lives today!
one from your church attended ing a job; raising children; When asked what might get
the event, they have a notebookstressed and busy lifestyles andthem to go to church, 27% said
of information they can share
with you. If not, you can pur

chase the study online at “Our attitudes are more important than
EmptyPews.com If your

our programs! We must embody a cultue
church wants to growou need

this information. I'm just going Where people cae about otherpeople.”
to tease you with a few tantaliz
ing details.

LeahTaylor
For purposes of the survey

Lay LeaderTexasAnnual Conference

of us, representing more than 8@he term “unchurched” was

different churchesWe were
young, middle aged and older
adults. The crowd was white,
African American, Hispanic and
Asian. We were all there to
hear Gegye Barna unveil the
results of a survey commis

defined as “people who self-
described as “Christian” and
included people who had not  bad church experiences).
attended a Christian church in The survey showed that
the past six months plus those unchurched folks are looking  Group data wges us to be dii
who had attended in the past siXor a support system for their  gent — keep inviting our
months, but generally do not  felt needs — those listed above friends — when the time is

religion (needing to grow or they would be most interested
to go if asked by a friend to

accompany themThe Barna

sioned by the Houston Coalitionand who were not committed to For the most part, they do not right for them they are likely to

of Church Communicators or
“H3C.”

The topic? “Empty Pews:
Why Houston Christians Don’
GoTo Church.” For two hours

the church they had attended care about who the pastor is, theome.

during the past six months.” denomination of the church or
Of the 27% of Houstonians how many people are in wor

who are unchurched, they ship.

ranked the following things as Now hear this — 78% of

once an unchurched person
begins attending church the sin
gle most important ministry is

S ‘empty pews’

the childrens ministry The
quality of the childrers min

istry is more important than the
theology or doctrine, the size of
the church, the type of music
and style of worship or the
denominational diliation.

The study closes with a list
of guidelines for déctive out
reach to the unchurchedhe
number one item is that the
people who are in the church
must really want the church to
grow! Our attitudes are more
important than our programs!
We must embody a culture
where people care about other
people.

For the past four years the
TexasAnnual Conference of the
United Methodist Church has
stressed our mission and vision
in everything we do.This sur
vey is another tool that we can
all use to change lives and

The research also shows thateshape futures for Jesus Christ

... for the transformation of the
world to the Glory of God. &
good stuff

Extension Ministry Focus

Dr. Ted Smith - Director of Spiritual Care and Education at The Methodist Hospital

By Brant Mills
Web Content Manager

There wasn’a specific
event that led Re\Dr. Ted

1986 and become the Director

of CPE at §Luke’s Episcopal

“In order
to provide

Hospital. Smith served here for the best pas

13 years before taking on his
current position. He has now

Smith toward pastoral care min served as the Director of

istry, but he said a “cluster of
things” guided him to “shift

toral care
they can to
the patients

Spiritual Care and Education at and their

The Methodist Hospital for 10

from parish-based ministry with years.

an emphasis on preaching” to
work “more focused on empha
sis on hospital-patient ministty
After earning degrees from
Southwestern University in

He described the transition
as a “shift from a generalist to
educator” and noted that clini
cally based theological educa
tion is central to his work and

families...
we work
closely with
community
clergy. Not
only Christian denominations,
but we work closely with com

Rev. Ted Smith

the department and [Annual]
Conference as a whol€he
conference we are sponsoring
February [Celebrating a Call to
Lay Ministry], is one example
of a contribution of our min
istry,” Smith said.

The Methodist Hospited’
Lay Ministry program is a lge
part of his focus. “[W¥] help

folks week after week and see
their growth and development,”

irSmith said.

The Spiritual Care and
Education departmestmission
statement says it exists to “pro
vide efective, comprehensive
Christian spiritual care to
patients, families, and sfaf
through certified chaplains, lay

train lay people to become morechaplains, CPE participants, and

skilled in spiritual care,” he
continued, saying they work to
“increase identity and clarity

lay ministers; to provide quality
education for pastors, seminari
ans, and lay persons; and to

Geogetown and Perkins Schoolthe reason he has been involvednunity clegy from both

about lay ministryand increase facilitate ministry to persons

of Theology he was appointed

in it for as long as he has. Christian and non-Christian tra knowledge about grief and the

who seek their own faith repre

as an associate pastor for two “Now, much of my time is  ditions. If patients want to see auniversal experience of human sentativesThe department also

years at First UMC in Houston. spent in administration, but | do Muslim Imam or Buddhist
He deciding to move into have some patient contact,”  priest we know who to call,”
Clinical Pastoral Education Smith said. “What | try to do is Smith saidThey work frequent
(CPE), and began a 2-year resi help provide a vision for the ly with Catholic chaplains who
dency in 1977 at M[Anderson  department and facilitate the
followed by 2 years of supervi work of the stdaftoward that
sory training. Here, he learned vision.” He has a team which
to be an educator in CPE. consists of 10 sththaplains, 6
Smith went on to work at  chaplain residents, a lay min  patient needs.
what was then Harris Hospital istry and bereavement manager  “What | try to do is to think
Methodist as a chaplain and  an administrative assistant and about diferent ministries and
headed up their CPE program. 45 trained lay ministers.
He moved back to Houston in

Presbyterian group, as well as
Jewish groups and a Mormon
group, among others to meet

are assigned by the diocese, a

beings as well as skills in includes a bereavement ministry
empathic listening.” for grieving families and a
Their programs include the “compassionate care” principle
Lay Ministry Institute, which is that says “no one dies alone.”
a three-month introduction to For more information on
spiritual care, and the Lay their programs or ministries,
Ministry College, which he you can find them online at
described as “an in-depth, year http://www.methodisthealth.com
long experience.” It is more or contact Revled Smith by e-
involved and requires 3 hours mail atTMSmith@tmhs.ay or
per week, plus a Saturday ses by phone at: 713-441-2381.

programs that can be helpful to sion monthly “We meet with
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Local Church Ministry Snapshots
Daring to cross the street

By Tammie Mailloux posted signs in all local apart David Meeker
Dir ector of Sudent and ment complexes, daycares and Williams agreed to
Outr each Ministries schools. Then we started work have the event in the
ing on the logistics of how all  park with only the
Mission Bend UMC is these things would fit together moonwalk and trunk
blessed to have a beautiful park Issues were raised about  or treats cars on the
built right across the street fromsecurity safety and liability edge of our property

the church propertyln a staff Legal liability about the moen  directly across the
meeting, RevDavid Meeker walk was discussed, tfaf con-  street from the park

Williams made the joke, that" cerns, and how to prevent entrance.
“OUR” park and we need to do strangers from passing out We asked a local
some events there. candy in order to keep the chil officer in our congre

Taking that joke to heart, thedren safe. Soon a debate begargation to be there in
Mission Committee set out to  on whether are not to have the uniform for security
host a Fall Festival at the park. event at the park. We used yellow
Without a budget, we worked We checked our insurance cones, computer
with our local Girl Scout troops and found out that to have the printed signs with
to organize carnival games, use moonwalks at the park would word SLOW and
the youth ministrys popcorn cost us $1,500 to buy an event people in orange vest
machine, as well as the day  policy for a two hour eventAll  to control trafic.
school snow cone machine, these concerns were legit, but in ~ We were only
petitioned our locaWal-Mart my heart | didrt feel like this expecting a crowd of
for a $250 gift card to purchase should prevent us from crossing300 and were taken

pumpkins and supplies fora  the street. off guard when a

pumpkin patch, and asked the In all my seminary books on crowd over 800

J.U.M.M.P ( Junior High the postmodern church and mis showed up (David

United Methodist Mission sion, the most common theme isvould say 1,000, but

Project) oganization to borrow the inability for a church to that's a preaché&s

an inflatable moonwalk. move outside of its own four  estimation, they
Kristi Garner a ministerial ~ walls into the community it always round up).

candidate interning at Mission serves. In many cases “The The turnout

Bend got the congregation Church” has given éihegative  would not have been

involved by oganizing afrunk- feelings/attitudes of judgment, the same had we
or-Treat, where members deco shame, guilt and even pain to stayed on our side of

rate their cars and pass out some. the streetWe have
candy from their trunkd/Ve Having the Fall Festival at all been challenged
soon realized we had the mak the park would allow the com to go outside of our
ings of a real Fall Festival. munity to meet us on neutral  own building to
To get the word out, we ground. After many discussions reach those in our
community It

can be scary
for a church to
step outside
when weigh
ing the cost of
taking that
step.

If one would pose the
guestion, what | learned
from this event, two
things would stand out:
The conference needs to
help churches get and
use resources that will
legally protect them
when stepping across the
street. Secondjystepping
across the street to share
the love of Jesus to those
dressed up as an angel or

People in the neighbonood nearMission Bend UMC showed up in T
devil is priceless.

record numbers at the chuch’s first fall festival held in a nearby park.

Connectional ministry at its best!

The mission committee of Mission Bend UMC hosted a Fall
Festival in the park across the steet from the church.

The church partnered with the local Girl Scout troops in the
area, along with the youth ministy, day school and J.u.m.m.p.
(Junior High United Methodist Mission Project) to host a sue

cessful festival.
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Fellowship Opportunities  11-12 at 7:30 p.m. and on EYA Internship Program many people, it is a time of Humble in room 221.
December 13 at 2:30 p.m. Offered Annually self-evaluation, loneliness,
The EthnicYoungAdults reflection on past failures and The time will be 8:30 a.m. to
Henry’s Chapel UMC It is a Broadway-style musical Summer Internship program is anxiety about an uncertain noon and the cost is $10. It
Hosts Concet that follows the escapades of amlesigned for young adults future. covers new manuals,Tashirt,

Digger Davis andombstone, a out-of-work i‘amily performing between ihe ages of 18 ai’]d 22, . _ a photo-1D badge and snacks

Bluegrass gospel group, will be 9r0UP who find them_selves representing the fi\_/e ethnic The Depre_ssmn and Bipolar  for the event.

the guests of Henrg’Chapel unexpectedly spending caucuses ofhe United SupportAlliance of Greater

UMC, located at 1912 Christmas in a small rural town Methodist Church. Houston (DBSA) will partner  If you have been certified as an

Inglewood in Henderson, in Ohio at the turn of the with &. Luke’s Center for Early Respondeiplease check

Texas. century The dates for the next intern  Counseling and Enrichment to your badge for the expiration

ship program is May 30 present a series of six lectures date.

The event will be Sunday The entire family learns the through July 31, 2010The and Q&Asessions focusing on

November 29 at 9:45 a.m. importance of following Go@d'  deadline for all applications is how to reduce stress through For those whose expiration is
unique direction for their lives. December 15, 2009. the holiday months. 12/31/09, this shorter “refresh

er” course will ensure your cer

For more information, contact o ) i S o
It's a “season of beginnings”  Applicants must have an inter The dates are December 8 andtification remains in good stead

Rev David Goodwin at

903-522-1853. which includes restoring a rela est in exploring issues of public 15; and January 7 and 12. for another three years.
tionship with the Savior whose policy, social justice advocacy

The Advent Conspiracy birth is being celebrated. and social change. These events are free. For  Contact RevClayWhitaker to

The story of Christ's birth is a more information, conta&my  register or for more information

story of promise, hope, and a Admission (donations aiccepted)nterng, must have a paission in Bir.chili at 713-402-5046 or at _

revolutionary love. So, what 'S free. Nursery care will be  exploring faith and justice abirchill@stlukes-hou.or. claytonwhitaker@sbcglobal.net

happenedWhat was once a provided. issues from a personal, institu or 281-452-2861.

time to celebrate the birth of a tional, and societal perspective.From The General Board

savior has somehow turned intor©f More information, contact of Discipleship Checks should be made payable

a season of stress, fiaflams, (e church at 409-925-2552.  Applicants must be in good  Resources for Christ the King  to theTexasAnnual

and shopping lists. academic standing at their eol Sunday and’hanksgiving Day Conference, earmarked ‘ER
Learning Opportunities lege or university if currently  are posted on the GBOD web Refresher Course.’

When it's all overmany of us enrolled, and demonstrate evi site.

are left with presents to return, dence of their concern for A Call To Mission
looming debt that will take Jones Memorial UMC Offers  social justice through their Music andWorship Resources Can your missions groups or
months to pay éf and this G.E.D. Prep Course extra_lcurricular activity and aea for Christ the King Sunday ministries provi(_je Iabqimate
empty feeling of missed pur Join Jones Memorial UMC in demic study and have some-hishttp://www.gbod.og/worship. rials and expertise to install a
pose. What if Christmas working with Houston tory of involvement in their fire sprinkler system in the,
became a world-changing eventCommunity College to ¢éra  church and/or community For GBO_D_ Resc_)Lirces for Victory in Jesus Recovery
again? free adult education.B.D. _ _ Thanksgiving, visit House?

prep course. It will run January If employed full-time, apph http://www.gbod.og/ready/
Clear Lake UMC will hold 19 - June 17, 2010. cants must show active leader thanksgiving.html. A mission project seeded out of
Advent celebrations on the fol ship and participation in their First UMC Wharton, the home
lowing dates: November 29, Classes will be Mondays and local church and community  For preaching, worship and is a 90-day recovery cenger
December 1, Sunday Thursdays from 9-12 a.m. and an involvement in social  music planning resources for based on 12-step principles and
December 6Thursday Orientation will be held justice activities. Advent/Christmas, visit _ the disciplines_ of Jo_hWesIey
December 10, Monday December 1-14 from 9 a.m. . . - http://www.gbod.og/worship. (prayer WOi’ShIp, scripture
December 12-14, Sunday until noon. Eor more informa  For more information, visit study service and group sup
December 20, an@hursday tion, call HCC at 713-718- Www.umc—qbc_s.qJ, or contact  Mission Opportunities port).
December 24. 5400. Rev. Neal ChristieAssistant

General Secretary at Contact JohWilliams, Lay

Aldersgate UMC Presents, Jones Memorial UMC is locat Nhchristie@umc-gbcs.gr Early ResponderTeam (ERT) Leader at First UMGNharton
“Four Tickets to Christmas” ed at 240AImeda Genoa Rd., . . Training RefresherCourse at John.Wliams@tx.usda.gav
This event will be hosted by theHouston,TX 77047 Hope for the Holidays Series A refresher course for BR

Dealing with Depression
The holiday season can be a
time of joy and cheebut for

choir and drama ministry
Friday and Saturdaypecember

training will take place
December 12 at First UMC,

Send Spo tlight submissions t 0.
thelma j@methodis ts.ne torcall 7 13-52 1-9383



