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ConwayAppointedTo The Burke UMC United Methodist Women sold 500 Project accomplished! Back
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Teacakes for earthquakes

Russiarniork Team 4 More than a ‘baker’s dozen’ — UMW of Burke UMC multiply a little into a lot
HelpsWith Ike

Recovery By Thelma Jones District of theTexasAnnual for UMCOR’s Haitian relief once again that God can do all

Editor Cross Connection Conference.The church is efforts. things — including doubling her
small in size maybe, but big in Why did the ladies decide to goal of 250 dozen teacakes.

Churches Pool Imagine baking 500 dozen ofthe spirit of caring and giving; undertake such a task®hile When asked what was the

Resources For Haiti heart shaped teacakeBhat's two of the main elements that the request came from Rev “pest” thing that occurred out of

Survivors exactly what the United make up more than a few of the Love, Pam Burnett believes the this experience, Pam replied,
MethodistWomens ministry at  key drivers and core beliefs of original request came from “Three things happened; the

Spiritual Retreats Séit Burke UMC accomplished as  the Conference. God. Already busy with another spiritual fellowship of the

Unity Matters Center part of their fund raising activi The UMW group labored project, she at first was a little  ladies, the blessing of the peo
ties for United Methodist eight hours a day for five days “aggravated” with the request. ple’s response and Gadshow
Committee On Relies baking the teacakes. Letsee, Pam decided that a goal of 50 ing us He can do all things.”

‘Pancake#\nd Pajamas’

Benefits Haiti Relief (UM_COR) eforts for Haiti. that's 40 hours of work, using dozen teacakes was adequate. What is the moral of this

Their eforts resulted in the 90 Ibs. of flour 50 Ibs. of sugar After another conversation with endeavor? It could be charitable
Waskom UMC Hosts amount of $2,000The check 20 Ibs. of butter flavored shert God, she increased her goal to giving or being in service to
Baby Shower FOAIDS was prese_nted to Bishop Janice ening, 10 dozen eggs, 3 gallons 250 dozen. others. Giving and service is
Orphans Riggle Hwe.durln_g the Elder's  of butter milk, 2 boxes of bak Word spread about the proj indeed a part of what the ladies

Retreat earlier this month at ing soda and 2 Ige bottles of  ect. Soon newspapers and a at Burke UMC achieved.

Lakeview Conference Center  vanilla. Free labor plus Ige local TV station got involved.  Perhaps it is as simple as being

Rev Pickney Love is the amounts of donated ingredients Orders began pouring in. obedient to God and not putting

Spotlight On Local 8 pastor of Burke UMC, a small equal 500 dozen of delicious  Barrett believes that God limits on what He can accom
Church Ministries church located in the East teacakes sold and $2,000 raisedincreased their &rts to show  plish through us.

It takes more than a willing
S spirit to bake 500 dozen tea
1 | cakes.

The UMW of Burke UMC
show of their skill and com-
mitment to the task of filling
the many orders forthe
cookies.

Vibrant, growing
congregations
changing lives and
reshaping futures

. The $2,000 raised was used
for Jesus Christ

for UMCOR’ s Haitian relief
ministry.
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Financial concept s that work for God’ s kingdom

By Brant Mills
Web Content Manager

This atticle is pat of a
series offering a snapshot of
extension ministries of theXas
Annual Confegnce. Please
watch the confemce website
and Cioss Connection for futar
articles.

Rev. Melvin Amerson

After receiving his call to
ministry and serving two
appointments, the ReWelvin

pastors and congregations eon
ducting capital stewardship pro
grams and leading workshops,
and ofers training at both cen
ference and district levels in
addition to consulting local
churches directly

“In seminary there is very
little instruction in the area of
celebrating the é¢ring and

stewardship education,” he saidannual conferences ifexas

He added, “These aspects of
Christian life are not often
taught in church administration
courses or in classes on wor
ship.”

Amerson has been so movedive yearound stewardship
to address these often neglectegblans.”

areas of Christian stewardship,
he joined with his brother Rev
JamesAmerson to write his sec
ond book,Celebrating the
Offering as an educational tool
for congregations.

Additionally, Amerson

As he travels extensively  them.We devised a stewardship
and meets with ministry leaders plan for the close of year and
Amerson works to connect localalso conducted a miracle
churches with resources to helpSunday - a small capital funds
them answer their call to serve program designed for projects
their communities. “Thisisa  less than a church'annual
busy time of year now with dis budget.The Church exceeded
trict leadership training events expectations for their campaign
throughout the state. | have the — but also paid their apportion
opportunity to work with all the ments in full. This congregation
did not think they would able to
helping with area leadership  achieve both goals.”
programs and stewardship In OctoberAmerson was
development. I'm also available invited to be a part of a stew
to provide workshops to help  ardship summit hosted by the
churches develop comprehen General Board of Discipleship
to help discern ways to enceur
age giving and generosity
throughout the denomination
and says they are working on a
strategic plan to accomplish that
goal.

“I think, over all, many
annual conferences have strug
gled in light of the economy

Help for Congregations
in Need

Many consultation services
provided by thélexas
Methodist Foundation are free
of chage, and specialists are

Amerson had the opportunity to teaches at local pastor licensingavailable to help churches meetbut we discovered they have

put his interest in finance and
Biblical stewardship to good
use by helping churches lead
congregations toward faithful
giving.

This SarAntonio native

in business administration with
a concentration in finance from
what is nowTexasA&M

Corpus Christi and his Masters
of Divinity from Gammon
Theological Seminary in
Atlanta, Geogia. His current
role as a ®wardship
Consultant with th@exas

schools on church finance and

budgeting, and leads a steward “Many older and smaller cen
ship and a generosity mentoringgregations worry about being

group which provides a year

long program to help pastors. It time pastarOthers are con
began in Louisiana but recently cerned whether they are going
earned his undgraduate degree expanded to include a group in to be able to pay apportion

Texas.

Partners in Ministry
Amersons work with the
Texas Methodist Foundation
finds him partnering in ministry
with churches throughout
Texas.
“We are in partnership with

Methodist Foundation, where hecongregations through our
has served since 2003, brought United Methodist connection in
his educational background andservice to the Churche pro

his calling together

vide services to local church

Amerson describes his work and pastors so they have
as helping churches “develop a resources to reach beyond the

culture of generosity within

walls of their church in ministry

their congregations.” He serves to the world,”Amerson noted.

been able to maintain their
work without having to cut
back significantly on their min
istries,” he said. “It has been a
good opportunity to teach stew
ardship through the economic
downturn.”

Rev Amerson has published

a variety of ministry goals.

able to support an elder or full-

ments in full, yet they are reluc
tant to call for guidancéVe can additional books and articles on
help them find ways to meet  the subject of stewardshif.
their needs or find resources forlist of resources he has provided
special projects,Amerson are available at
added, but he encourages €on www.txcumc.og/steward
gregations to be proactive ratheshipresources.
than waiting until its “too late” For more information
to call for assistance. about the ministry of Rev

“Not long ago there was a  Melvin Amerson and the
congregation struggling finan  Texas Methodist Foundation,
cially and they wanted to raise contact: Rev Melvin Amerson,
additional resources to enhanceStewardship Consultantexas
and expand their ministrfhey  Methodist Foundation, at 512-
were also behind in their appor 331-9971 or mamerson@-
tionments for the year and tmf-fdn.omg.
asked me to come in and help

Batter up — baseball season in full swing

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie in
full baseball regalia for the
2009Astros season.

PLAY BALL! It' s that time

United Methodist Nightat the
Astros game. Game time is
7:05 p.m.

Individual tickets can be
purchased for this event. For
purchases of less than 20 tick
ets, prices are as follows: the
View Deck Il, $7;View Deck I,
$9; Mezzanine, $12; Bull Pen
Boxes, $15; and Field Boxes,
$22. A service and handling
fee will apply to individual pur

chases.

Internet order deadline is
two hours prior to game
time. This ofer is not valid
at the Box Cfice or com
bined with any other ticket
offer.

Spread the word. Bisho
Huie will throw the first
pitch that night, which will
make the night even more o
exciting. Brant Mills, Web Content

For more information, visitManager for the Conference hits
wWwWw.astros.com/united it off with Astro’s mascot.

methodist. The password is
“unitedmethodist.”
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Texas Annual Conference web site has a new look

By Brant Mills
Web Content Manager

The dynamic drop-down Included in the new and

menus that have caused so expanded features are:

much consternation are gone Login Area- links to all of

and the most-accessed sectionsthe places you need to login to

have links directly from the including txcumc mail, Dove

Annual Conference. main page. and all the other systems are
We have listened attentively Everything will soon be now housed under one link on

to your feedback over the years,more easily accessible than evethe main left menu of the front

and when the opportunity to before. page.

make an upgrade came along, It will take a little time to Directories -Annual

we used that feedback to imple make sure everything is woerk  Conference tff Directory,

ment several changes based oning and in its proper place, hew Boards and Committees

your ideas as well as new fea ever and sections are still being Directory (populated shortly),

tures being used by other annuabrganized. Much of this has to Cabinet and Leadershifgams

conferences. be done after the launch, so Directory (populated shortly),
The design is clean and is  there will continue to be Ministry Directory a search

built on more dicient, updated changes and additions for a able, categorized list of min

code. period of time.

Welcome to the newly
designed web site for thieexas

Clergy/Laity Dir ectory - we’ll add you here!
this is an expansion on the cler Forms - lists of forms that
gy locator and now includes lay are searchable by category
leadership and conference &taf It Worked For Us— (com
Church Directory - browse ing soon)This is a place to

churches by district and zip share ministry ideas and local
code-based searching with the church best-practices.
ability to search within a range Volunteer Opportunities - a
of miles via Google maps, view list of local, national and global
enhanced District pages as well opportunities to connect and
as links in the footer of each  serve.
page going directly to the dis Other Features:blogs and
trict’s site. columns, classified listings ,

Faith in Action - (coming  newsletter archives — a catego
soon) examples around the eon rized archive of past newsletters
ference of churches and people and a Cross Connection archive
"putting their faith in action.” of the conference paper

istries related to our conference.Tell us about your ministry and

Conway appointed to support youth and young adult ministries

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Dir ector of Communications
TexasAnnual Conference

on the conference sfdb facili-  Conway said. “When | heard
tate ministries for young people this was youth ministry and
within the conference andto ~ young adult ministry — not nec

include preparing foYouth
Academy 2010, for which he
served as director of sfan

serve as a liaison to the jurisdic essarily a hands-on position, but2009, and coordinating a new

For about a yeaRev Dan tional and general church levels.one providing support and

youth event called “Collide.”

Conway said he felt God was
preparing him for something
new Serving as th&exas
Annual Conference Director of
Youth andYoungAdults
Ministries turned out to be that
new thing.

“The idea of being the first
person to take this role — the
excitement and degree of open
ness to pionegblaze a trail and
... be the architect of a new
position is exciting,” Conway
said. “Even when you have a

Conway who was appointed job description thas defined,

to the position in Januaris not
only new to the job; but the job
itself is an entirely new position
in the annual conference.

“A lot of youth directors and
young clegy who went through
the ranks of conference youth
ministry are very excited about
the position,” Conway said.
“People are saying: "@/ve been
praying for you for 15 years, for
20 years.This is at the jurisdic
tional level as well.”

Prayers have come from
throughout the jurisdiction,
because th&exasAnnual

theres still a lot of freedom in
it, when you're the first person
to try it.”

And after about 13 years of
local church and campus min
istry, what prompted him to pur
sue something new? For
starters, it was the encourage
ment of his District Superinten-
dent at the time, Reandra
Smith, coupled with the discev
ery of new gifts for ministry

“Where | had been serving
in college ministry inTyler, |
had been growing into the
administrative demands of that

Conference was the last of the job, and came to recognize a

11 South Central Jurisdiction

different skill set in me, that |

conferences to create a positiondidn’t know was there,”

resourcing — that was exciting.” Collide is a conference-wide
Connectionalism is another lock-in and concert for middle
of Conways strengths and a keyschool and high school studen
component of the philosophy of on SundayMay 30 — the first
ministry with which he day of theAnnual Conference
approaches his work. “As | was gathering.
looking at this new role and the Other priorities include clari
type of relational networks of  fying the purpose and reviving
support that would be required —the Conferenc&outh Council,
| thought, | could do that well.  which has not functioned for
And | thought that | could make about a yeaAnd, hes met with
difference.” the Lakeview Conference
One way he intends to make Center stdfand district camp
a difference is by connecting  ing coordinators.
youth leaders conference wide — Conway is married to Rev
via technology and pegroups  Christi Conway of Noonday
— to ensure that they darieel Flint UMC and they have two
isolated and that they have the sons. Having recently complete
needed resources to make evana triathlon, he said exercise is
gelism and discipleship happen.among his newest hobbies.
So far he’s spent the first “l had not pursued physical
three months learning the exist health for a long time, so this
ing systems in place in the con was my way of structuring dis
ference and districts and has  cipline in my life,” he said of
been building relationships with the training required to complete
the people involved. the combination 300 meter
His first two major projects swim, 15 mile bike ride and 3

Rev. Dan Conway

mile run. “It's my goal to pursue

a completely new and dérent

experience every couple of
dyears.”

New experiences and new
opportunities undoubtedly await
him as he helps support and
strengthen youth and young
adult ministries throughout the
TexasAnnual Conference.
Contact him at 713-521-9383
x333; dconway@txcumc.org or
follow dan_conway on twitter
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Russians ‘Live Faith’

James 2:22 T-shirts illustrate team spirit: ‘You see that fait

Nikolay Barsukov exhibits no weariness fom the exhausting task of manually sanding a
ceiling in a Jamaica Beach home that had waterp to its first-floor ceiling.

By EleanorL. Colvin
Dir ector of Communications
TexasAnnual Conference

with the help of Eddie Hilliard,
director of the Houston-
Galveston disaster recovetiiey
played the role Evgeny has ful
Although more than 6,000  filled for countless®American
miles separate MoscoWRussia,  teams.
and Jamaica Beacfigxas, resi The Russian team spent their
dents of the two places were unit days sanding and smoothing dry
ed by the spirit of service for one wall and loading relief containers
week in March. bound for Haiti.The evenings
After more than 15 years of
coordinating the travels of
American volunteers in Russia,
Evgeny Belozertsev reached out
to friends in the Unitedt8tes to
see where his team could be of
service. Belozertsev called long
time acquaintance Geyw
Brigman of Marvin UMC in
Tyler, who connected him with
Alan Miller, director of construc
tion for theTexasAnnual
Conference disaster recovery
office. interests are dérent, so are their
Miller, who has led and par  weather challengeslthough
ticipated on work teams in RussiaRussia is not a hurricane-prone
since 1995, welcomed community like theTexas Gulf
Belozertsev and six othersnd,

ing Texas hallmarks such as the
Livestock Show & Rodeo and
HoustonAstros baseball.

“We have never seen a rodeo

a Moscow museum translator
who served as the team inter
preter “The baseball game was
interesting, becausesthot very
popular in RussialVe like, for
example, hockey more.”

Just as the two cultusesports

were spent sightseeing and enjoysomeone and see how people

before,” said Ekaterina Rusakovajwo of them have extensive con

Coast, Rusakova said the people found lots of commonalities

Sanding and smoothing dywall is a dusty task.A Russian volunteerkeeps the
work area clean, so others can ppare for another round of sanding if needed.

understood their mission and are between the projects on both eonsomething once,” he said, “than

familiar with the damage hufri
canes can wreak.

“We remember Katrina,”
Rusakova said. “@&/ got lots of
information on that, and it was
hard news to hear even in
Russia...So, i§ interesting to get
to know about such storms here.
We realize we can really help

tinents. “My teams are renovat
ing orphanages, schools and
buildings.These are the things

Barsukov said.

and observing, was how volun

are able to do,” Barsukov said.
“If they cant do a dificult job,
they prepare sandwiches for vol
unteers.”

VolunteerAlexander Sheikin
remarked on the array of tools
struction experience in Russia. that make the work easier
Belozertsev recruited them for “There are more devices to
the team, with the hope that they facilitate the work,” Sheikin said.
will be able to lead their own “You do not need to use much
teams to the Unitedt&es within  hard labor to mix something or
a year smooth something...at home,

Nikolay Barsukov aganizes  there may be one instrument for
about 2,000 students for similar different jobs.”
jobs in Russia, in the areas of After having several friends
construction as well as agricultur visit the U.S., Sheikin was exeit
al and environmental projects. Heed to make his first trip to the
states. “Better to have a look at

live.”

First of many trips
Of the seven team members,

teer jobs are ganized in the U.S.
“People do what they can do and so confident,"White said of the

to be told about it 100 times.”
The Russian team worked on
the home of retiredAC minister

that are common for our people,” Rev JuneWhite, who did not

have to be told about the value of

One thing he enjoyed learningvolunteers like Bolozertses’

team.
“l understand UMCOR. I'm

Texas Conference partnership
with the denominatios’ relief
agency “The whole mindset of
UMCOR is what the church
ought to be doing.”

Although she was on the wait
ing list 16 months, she was not at
all disheartened and knew that
she would be helped. “I just read
the article inThe United
Methodist Reporter about the
United Methodist Church being
the first ones in and the last to
leave,”White said regarding the
five-year hurricane recovery
effort in New Orleans. “I think
that’s the only way to do it — the
only way to go.”
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h and actions were working together...” av

Apply drywall mud, sand, smooth. RepeatThis was the primary task for the team
from Moscow

Experienced in construction in RussiaAlexander Sheikin shares a comparison of
American and Russian tools with the help of the interpeter Ekaterina Rusakova.

The entire team is pictued above outside the home Revyune White, who is a
retired Texas Confeence minister Next to Rev White is the Russian team leader
Evgeny Belozetsev.
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Local churches pool resources
to help earthqguake victims Iin Haiti

Left to Right: Victoria Preston and grandmotherMelba Prestridge,
loading some of the boxes foHaiti.

and PafTingle

By Rev. Dottie Dumas
FUMC Br ookshire

First UMC of
Brookshire and Pattison
United Methodist
Church members and
friends put together over
200 health kits for the
Haiti earthquake victims.

Each kit contains:
Hand towel, wash cloth,
nail clipper or file,
comb, toothbrush &
toothpaste, 6 individual
ly wrapped bandaids,
and a bath-size soap bar
in a gallon zip-lock-type
bag.

These health kits will
be taken to Old River
Terrace UMC in
Channelview to be
loaded on a truck bound

for the United Methodist
Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) SageBrown
Depot in Louisiana.
They will then be com
bined with health kits
donated by other chureh
es and groups and sent
or taken to Haiti.

In addition to the
health kits, the Pattison
United Methodist
Women (UMW) made
baby blankets and
shawls which are also
being sent to Haiti.

"l especially enjoy it
when we can all work
together on a project to
help others." stated
Melba Prestridge of
FUMC Brookshire. "V
are continuing to collect
money and items to go

Spiritual retreat s for men and women
slated at Unity Matters Center

Allow yourself to get away coffee, fruit, cookies, and
from your busy schedule by  snacksYour day of spiritual
treating yourself to a day of  rest begins with praise and
spiritual rest and relaxation.  singing.You will then move
The Center for Clgy into the circle of peace and
Excellence will host two one- healing.The afternoon is yours
day retreats, one designed for to do with as you wish ending
clegywomen and one for cler with Holy Communion togeth
gymen. The womers retreat  er.
is scheduled foApril 9 and
April 10 is the scheduled date
for the mens retreat.

Unity Matters Regat
Center 1630Toll Road Lane,
Chappell Hill, Texas, 77426is
the location for the events. It swings or places to simply
is nestled within the forest chat or be alone, such as the
where you can see rolling hills Scriptural Garden walk.
covered with bluebonnets. The cost of the day retreat

As you enter the center is $75, with additional fees for
you will smell the enticing massages; $55 for an hour or
aroma of cdiee and home $30 for a half hour
made cinnamon rolls. Pastries, Reservations are required.
fruit and cheese are available Contact RevKathy Harrell at
throughout the morning; hew 979-836-8815 or
ever you will want to save revharrell@unitymatters.gr
room for our gourmet lunch.

In the afternoon, enjoy tea,

A multitude of things to do
is offered from which you can
choose: walking trails, mas
sages, and spiritual books for
reading.

There are benches and

into more health kits."

PatTingle of Pattison
UMC said, "This is one
way in which we can
show our Christian love
for those in need."The
pastors of both churches
are long-time friends and
colleagues in ministry
Rev PattyWehn-
Glowski of Pattison and
Rev Dottie Dumas of
Brookshire agreed, "The
opportunity for our two
churches to work togeth
er on this and other proj
ects has been such a
blessing."

For more information
please call Pattison
UMC at 281-475-8488
or FUMC Brookshire at
281-375-LOVE (5683).

A photo of Unity Matters Retreat Centerin Chappell Hill, Texas, one of the new facilities for

renewal of the spirit.



MARCH 19, 2010

CROSS CONNECTION 7

Ministry Snapshots

Pancakes and p ajamas - play with purpose

Meeting and surpassing the challenge collecting 250 steifl bears forthe Hope for Haiti
Orphan Care and Rescue Centethe Children’s Ministry at First UMC Houston Westchase
are enjoying the comfot of coming to church in their pjs and having pancakes foibreakfast.

By Colleen Dillahunty

Dir ector of Children and

Family Ministries
First Methodist Houston
Westchase Campus

“Why are those
kids wearing their
pajamas today?”
That was the ques
tion resonating
throughout First
Methodist
Houstons
Westchase Campus
March 7. If you
were brave enough
to venture upstairs,
you might have
seen even more
kids and adults
(even Pastor Paul
Clines!) looking
more ready for bed
than worship.

But worship and
celebration is what
the pj's were about.
The childrens min
istry atWestchase
truly got into the
spirit of giving by
supporting our

“This one’s mine!” Madeleine Barlow claims hermpan-

lection.This teddy bear drive
supported Hope for Haiti, an collect 250 stued animals and
orphan care and rescue center you can wear your pajamas to

Our Kid’s First Worship
Grout, issued the children a And boy did they rise to the
challenge. Kristen
Jones, Director of
Missions for First
Methodist Houston,
shared with the chil
dren that the @aniz
ers of the project had
a goal of obtaining
500 bears total from
seven area churches.
First Methodist
Houston gave more
than 1,200 of the cud
dly critters!

The fun was the
pajamasThe thrill
was getting a plate of
pancakes from a big
man in gorilla slip
pers.And the lessons
learnedVe all can
help someone else. It
is part of being a fel
lower of Jesus. Jesus
loves all the children
of the world and we
should too.

church-wide Bear cake for breakfast during the Pancakes and PJworship
Hugs for Haiti col celebration First UMC Houston Westchase Campus.

challenge at the end of January:

church one Sunday morning ang
leaders, MattWoodard and\nge eat pancakes in Sunday School.

Waskom UMC
host s baby shower
for AIDS orphans

By Marty Vaughn
Waskom UMC

than 25 million persons have
died from complications of the
disease since 198According
On SundayMarch 7, to UNAIDS 2008 statistics, in
Waskom First UMC coordi  developing countries, 9.5 mil
nated a baby shower f&iDS  lion people are in immediate
orphans that took place fol need of life-savind\IDS
lowing the morning worship  drugs, and only 4 million per
service. sons are receiving them. By
Organized by the church's the end of 2008, an estimated
Mission Committee, baby 33.4 million persons world
items were collected fkIDS  wide were living with
orphans in the U.S. and HIV/AIDS.
around the world as part of the  The United Methodist
TexasAnnual Conference's ~ Church has been responding to
Partners in MissioAIDS the HIV/AIDS crisis since the
Orphans Program. 1980's by providing care, sup
Church members collected port, awareness and preven
the following items: bought or tion programs worldwideThe
handmade receiving blankets, United Methodist Global
cloth diapers, baby blankets, t-AIDS Fund was established in
shirts (newborn to 2-T), footed 2004 with a goal of raising
pajamas (3 months to 2-T),  eight million dollars, a sum
socks or booties, diaper pins, that will not be nearly enough
wet wipes, wash cloths, and  to address the worldwide
small stocking capsll items  problems associated with the
collected were sent to the AIDS pandemic, but it is pro
Partners in Mission &te in viding a means for many per
Houston. sons to be helped, both here in
This is the first time the  the United Stes and world
Waskom church has participat wide.
ed in this mission project and MotherTeresa often said
their eforts proved to be suc that she could not solve all of
cessful. the world's problems, but "one
According to the denomi by one," she made a fiifence
nation's General Board of in the lives she touchedhe
Global Ministries, hundreds of AIDS pandemic provides an
thousands of children, particu opportunity to respond to the
larly in developing countries, barrier breaking love of God
are being orphaned B®MDS.  in today's world by providing
In theAfrican countries alone, support, encouragement, and
there are an estimated 14 mil assistance to thosef@dted by
lion AIDS orphans, many of  HIV/AIDS.
whom are being cared for by This special event spen
grandparents, older siblings, orsored bywaskom First United
other extended family mem  Methodist Church will provide
bers. much needed clothing and
Recent statistics indicate  supplies for babies orphaned
that five people die AIDS by AIDS. Lois Gose and
every minute and in this same Regina Davis coordinated the
time period, nine more per  plans for the baby shower at
sons are infected with HIV theWaskom church, which
Forty million persons have has been in ministry in the
been infected, almost 50% of \Waskom area since 1921.
them are women, and more
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Fellowship Opportunities

Good Friday fellowship

Black Methodists for Church
Renewal will host “The Seven
LastWords of Jesus” on Good
Friday, April 2, from 12-3 p.m.
at Trinity East UMC, 2418
McGowan. Experience the last
moments of Jesusarthly walk
through word, song and wor
ship.

Among the featured speakers
are: RevRomonica Malone of
Westbury UMC; RevRicky
Geogetown of Riverside UMC;
Rev Lorraine Brown of Faith
UMC Dickinson; RevEd Jones
of Living Water UMC; Rev
JacquiThomas King; and Rev
Bryan Dalco ofTrinity East
UMC.

For more information, contact

Dr. Robert McGee, president of experience for Lent and a focus

BMCR, at 713-528-2356.

Spring Tea

SaturdayApril 24, 2 — 4 p.m.,
Rose Hill UMC will host its
annual Springea. Angela
Lovelace, 832-492-1528.
Speaker and singer Shannon
Perry will present;Goody Two
Shoes,"an exciting, fun, faith-
filled production for women to
learn the powerful truths of
God’'s Word and how to practi
cally apply them to real life.

Tickets are $10 for adults and
$5 for children ages 5-10.

Children age four and under areCertified Lay Minister
free. Rosehill UMC is located at Module Il Training

21022 Rosehill Church Rd.,

Tomball, 77377. For more

information, visit the website,
www.shannonperrgom

Parkwood UMC Kickball
League
Starting March 27 - May 29, 3
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p.m. on each Saturday School is $40.The cost for
Parkwood UMC is forming a  Certified Lay Minister Module
league for children, ages 3-14. Training is $20, but it does
The league is free. Register by require a letter of recommenda
phone or in person at Parkwoodtion from your pastor and you
UMC through March 27 Office must be a certified lay speaker
hours: MondayWednesday and
Thursday8 a.m. — 1 p.m. For more information, contact
Anna M. Rohde,903-758-7003.
Parkwood UMC is located at
400 Parkwood Dy Pasadena,
Texas 77503. Contact the
church at 713-473-4589 or
dana_pumc@yahoo.com

Lenten Devotional Guide
Available

A Labyrinth Pilgrimage is a
Lenten devotional guide by C.
A. Radke, one of the managers
of the Cramer Retreat Center
The book is based on the
labyrinth design installed at
Cramer Retreat Centds also
available throughmazon.com.

Learning Opportunities

Sations of the Cross in the
Garden Labyrinth

St. Luke’s Center for
Counseling and Life Enrichment
will present,Sations of the
Cross in the Gaten Labyrinth
SaturdayMarch 27, 1 a.m. - 2
p.m. The event is a prayer

More information is available
online atww.CrossLabyrinth.com.

Handling Sibling Rivalry And
Fighting

Children will have conflicts,

and siblings will be competitive.
. Paul's School, anfdfate of
St. Paul's UMC in Houston,
Texas is providing a parent edu
cation workshop by Dr
Deborah FryPh.D., who will
help parents discover how to
bring peace to the fights and
how to teach children the skills
they need to resolve their con
flicts in a peaceful manner

on the personal journey of
Jesuslast hours. For individual
or a group, there will be a 12
p.m. presentation.

Discover how to deepen your
prayer life. Labyrinth hours:
Monday — Friday8:30 a.m. -5
p.m.; Weekends, call 713-402-
5046. lItis free of chge For
more information, contact Peter
Miller, 713-402-5156,
pmiller@stlukes-hou.agror visit
the website,
www.stlukesmethodist.gr

The free workshop will be from
9:45 to 1:15 a.mWednesday
March 24. Using stories, group
exercises, and humor to assist
people in improving the rela
tionships in their lives, Fry has
been leading workshops and
working with parents and fami
lies since 1990.

Lay Speaking School and

The North District of th&exas
Annual Conference is faring a
training event for lay speakers
and lay ministersThe time and
date isApril 10, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
at First UMC, 306 Scurry
Daingerfield, 75638.

She is a certified instructor of
the International Network for
Children and Families. Her

The cost for Lay Speaker graduate work at Southern

Send Spo tlight submissions t

Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Illinois University was in Child 2 shirts or 2 one-piece body
LanguageAcquisition and suits
Human Communication. 2 baby washcloths

2 gowns or sleepers
For more information about the 2 diaper pins
workshop, including childcare 1 sweateropen in the front
during the workshop, contact.S 2 receiving blankets
Paul's School at Bundle the items inside one of
spschool@stpaulshoustorgayr  the receiving blankets and
713-528-6779. secure with the diaper pins.

All items included in kits must
be NEWitems.

Mission Opportunities

Spring Clean-up WeekAt
Mount Sequoyah

April 5 — 9 are the dates sched
uled for the clean-up at Mt.
SequoyahArkansas. United
Methodists for the South
Central Jurisdiction will work
on buildings damaged in the
2008-2009 winter storms.

All emergency kits are carefully
planned to make them usable in
the greatest number of situa
tions. Since strict rules often
govern product entry into inter
national countries, it is imper
tant that kits contain only the
requested items-nothing more.
Do NOT include any personal
notes, money or additional
materials in the kitsThese
things must be painstakingly
removed and will delay the
shipment.

Contact Bill Hedges, at 903-
763-2933 or
programs@mt.sequoyahgor

Team Members Needed
TheWest District needs more
team members for a mission trip
to Shiprock, New Mexico, July
4 - 9. Construction work teams
are also needed to go to Four o )
Corners-Shiprock, New Mexico, ShiPPing The Kits

July 24 - 31. For the July 4-9 Complete 2 packing lists - one
trip, contact Kieth Iwigkiethi- for your r_eco_rds and one to put
wig@yahoo.com For the July ~ ©n the shipping box.

24-31 trip, contact John Paste the shipping label / pack

Ridlehuber 254-749-7940 ing list on the outside of each
iohnsaunsetc@agmail.com box you sendThe shipping list
helps the depot to quickly

process Kits.

Packing The Kits
Box Weight: Each packed box
cannot exceed 66 pounds.

Layette Kits Needed

Many women do not have
swaddling clothes with which to
welcome their child into the
world. Layette kits provide
basic supplies for their baby's
needs.

Processing & Shipping Costs:
Please enclose an envelope-con
taining at least $1 for each kit
you sendThis donation enables
kits to be sent without delay to
areas in need. For Cleaning

Layette Kit Assembly & Buckets: $1.50.

Shipping Instructions
Layette Kit temsvalue: $35
per kit

6 cloth diapers

O.

thelma j@methodis ts.ne torcall 7 13-52 1-9383



