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Vibrant, growing
congregations

changing lives and
reshaping futures
for Jesus Christ

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Texas Annual Conference
Communications Director

Rev. Richard Newton is one
of 21 United Methodist Church
students to join the ranks of ris-
ing young Christian leaders as a
recipient of the 2009 Fund for
Theological Education (FTE)
fellowship.

FTE grants the awards annu-
ally to highly gifted and diverse
undergraduate, seminary and
doctoral students who exempli-
fy the leadership qualities and
academic excellence needed to
serve as outstanding future pas-
tors and theological educators
for a changing church. 

Newton, who recently com-
pleted his Master’s of Divinity
at Perkins School of Theology,
is now headed to Claremont
Graduate School, where his
doctorate will focus on the New
Testament and Biblical studies.
His goals include being
ordained an elder and serving as
a professor – hopefully at a

United Methodist institution.
“United Methodists have

long tradition of clergy-scholar
people,” he said. “I hope to be

one of many biblical scholars
who’ll serve not only institu-
tions, but local churches, and
bring a serious perspective to

gathering around scripture.
Scripture study is an ongoing
life-giving process. When you
read the Bible, that Bible reads
back to you. That interaction is
what I’m into.

“I also hope to be a profes-
sor and mentor-pastor for stu-
dents as well, when they have
difficult questions.”

Newton shared that a stand-
out mentor-pastor and professor
of religion, philosophy and sci-
ence during his undergraduate

years helped
affirm his
calling to this
specific min-
istry. 

“At Texas
Christian
University,
between
2002-2005, I
was studying
religion and
anthropology,
and I had a
mentor –
David Grant.
He was a big
inspiration in
terms of mod-
eling how a
scholar and
minister can
work. And,
how fruitful
that lifestyle
can be if that
is one’s call-
ing,” Newton

said.
At age 25, Newton has

served as a local pastor of First
UMC Mt. Enterprise and

Concord UMC. While a student
at SMU, he co-founded along
with Professor Elaine Heath and
students an emergent worship
community known as The
People of New Day at SMU. 

Bringing the Bible to life
The seeds for service and

scripture study were planted in

Newton at his home church –
First UMC Houston.

“Even as a kid, the times
when I saw the church get real-
ly excited doing God’s work or
being in mission, is when peo-
ple peered into the Bible to see
how God has been at work and
how God might be at work in
our lives today,” Newton said.
He added that bringing the
Bible to life and engaging
diverse people – academics,
Christians and non-religious
people – in Biblical conversa-
tions has been the focus of his
recent work. 

From 2005-2007, Newton
raised $13,000 for Sowing a
Seed (www.sowingtheseed.org)
a non-profit organization he
founded.  He traveled all over –
from Mexico to Israel – learn-
ing about the parable of the
sewer, by studying primitive
agriculture and peoples under-
standing of the Biblical text.

The result: a tour of
Methodist churches and institu-
tions, a documentary, mobile
museum exhibit and his first
scholarly publication.

“That launched my academ-
ic career and gave me more
confidence in accepting my
calling to do my soul’s work,”
Newton said. “The project
served as a reinforcement of my
own sense of calling and reori-
ented me toward the horizon
beyond this calling and how the
ministry might take shape in
future years.”

And his desire to fully
immerse himself in scripture
goes as far back as Vacation
Bible School. The year that
stands out for Newton was
around 1992, when the theme
was ‘Beneath the Storytelling
Tree.’

“They transformed the
church into Jerusalem and peo-

ple wore1st century garb. I
thought: ‘Wow, they made the

Continued on page 6
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Scriptur e study is an ongoing, life-giving
process.  When you read the Bible, that
Bible reads back to you.  That interaction is
what I’m into.

Rev. Richard Newton

Preparing for the future.  Rev. Newton, a recipient of the Fund forTheological
Education award is enrolled in the doctoral progam at Claremont Graduate
School
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Strength for the journey
First UMC of Hempstead celebrates 150 years of ministry and service

By Ruth Connett
First UMC Hempstead

What does it take to build a
legacy of more than 150 years
of ministry?  The congregation
of First UMC of Hempstead,
Texas has the answer.  It takes
commitment, strength of pur-
pose, faith in a vision of what
could be and a belief in God
and his vision for the
Methodist church in the
Hempstead community.

First UMC of Hempstead
celebrates more than 150 years
of service and, to highlight the
occasion, a marker from the
Texas Historical Commission
was installed during a special
worship service.  Following the
service, a ceremony was held
on the church lawn in honor of
this milestone in the history of
the church.

Historical past
Methodism in Hempstead,

Texas began in 1857, soon
after the town of Hempstead
was founded by R. R. Peebles
and J. W. McDade.  The cor-
nerstone of the present First
UMC building shows that the
Methodist church in
Hempstead began in 1857.
The first actual building adapt-
ed for church use was pur-
chased in 1859.  

A new church was built in
1860 with a steeple and stained
glass windows that were added
in memory of Dr. Allen, C. A.
Spencer and Mr. H. C. Rankin,
three ministers who played sig-
nificant roles in the creation of
First UMC of Hempstead,
Texas.  In the storm of 1900,
the steeple was destroyed and
never replaced.

September 17, 1883, the
church was known as
Methodist Episcopal Church
South of Hempstead, Texas.
Later, it was called the First
Methodist Church of
Hempstead, Texas and in 1968,
with the merging of the
Evangelical United Brethen
Church, it became the United
Methodist Church.  In 1907,
the congregation felt the need
for a larger building.  This

impressive
building is
still in use
today.

The present
The

church’s facil-
ities are well
used by the
community at
large.
Organizations
such as Boy
Scouts, Girl
Scouts, and
the
Hempstead
Ministerial
Alliance part-
ner with the
church in
service to
the
Hempstead
community.

Various
ministries
that involve
the congre-
gation and
the town of
Hempstead
are vital and
provide
active
involve-
ment.  The
church spon-
sors a senior
citizen’s
program
meeting
once a
month that
includes
lunch and
board
games.  

The
United
Methodist
Women and
United
Methodist Men ministries are
active in the mission field.
Gloria Shrock, President of
UMW states:  “. . . We have 27
members on our roll . . . We
have continued to follow the
leadings of the National organi-
zation.  This year we will make
school kits that will be taken to

the fall meeting at Lakeview in
September.”    During the time
of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita,
and Ike, UMW’s mission proj-
ects consisted of preparing
flood buckets to assist in the
clean-up.

The Methodist Church in
Hempstead is one oldest
denominations in Hempstead.

It and other early churches
influenced the rapid growth of
Hempstead, serving as the pri-
mary social institutions and
gathering places for townspeo-
ple.

Thelma Jones, Editor of
Cross Connection contributed
to this article.

Photo Above:  The original building of First UMC Hempstead.  It was sold to Mr.
Zol Thompkins, a church member, in 1907.  He remodeled the buidling, making it
a home and barbershop.

Photo Below:  Present day First UMC Hempstead.  The land was purchased in
August, 1955.  At theat time, the total cost of the new building and furnishings
was $132,000. 
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Go green at home, save money
These days, many homeown-

ers are interested in going
“green.”  Although some eco-
friendly improvements (like
buying new energy efficient
appliances) can be expensive,
many ways to “green” your
lifestyle can actually save you
money.  While some may
involve a small investment
upfront, they will pay off quick-
ly.

The best place to start is
your home.  A quick walk
through the place may clue you
in to a few simple changes you
can make that will save you
cash.  To maximize your sav-
ings, hire an energy auditor to
help you locate weak weather-
stripping, ineffective insulation,
and more.  If you go without a
professional, here are a few
things to check yourself:

Solutions for a greenerlife
Weatherstripping. Repair

weak and damaged weather-
stripping and caulk around win-
dows, doors, and other entry
points (to be effective, weather-
stripping should provide resist-
ance when you open and close
the door).  This will keep warm
air from escaping in the winter
and cool air from escaping in
the summer.

Light bulbs. Much is made
of the difference between tradi-
tional
and
compact
fluores-
cent
(CFL)
light
bulbs,
and the
numbers speak for themselves:
According to the Energy Star

website, if every American
home replaced just one light
bulb with an Energy Star quali-
fied CFL, we would save
enough energy to light more
than 3 million homes for a year
and more than $600 million in
annual energy costs.  CFLlight
bulbs cost slightly more than
regular bulbs, but they use about
75% less energy and can last up
to 10 times longer.

Electrical outlets. Anything
plugged into
electrical
outlets sucks
energy even
when not in
use – unless
you plug
everything
into power strips that you turn
off when you’re not using them.
You’ll make up the costs of the
strips with your reduced energy

bills.
Thermostat. Lower your

central air temperature two
degrees in the winter and let it
go up by two degrees in the
summer
and you
could
save up
to 2,000
pounds of
carbon
dioxide
per year, all while lowering your
energy bills.

Furnace and air condition-
ing filters. Keeping your fur-
nace and air conditioning filters
clean will help them function
efficiently.  An electrostatic fil-
ter will cost more up front than
a paper or fiberglass one, but
can be cleaned and re-used.

Water heater. To spend less
money heating water, turn your

water heater to 120 degrees.
Wrap an insulating water heater
blanket around your unit to help
reduce heat loss by 25-40%
(unless it came with its own
built-in insulation, as some
newer units do or the manual
says not to use an insulating
blanket).  If you have an electric
water heater, install a timer that
will shut it off when the water
heater isn’t being used – for
example, in the middle of the
night.

Toilet tank. You can save
water with a low-flow toilet, but
it will probably cost you around
$300-400.  A cheaper option:
displace the water (a gallon milk
jug with some rock should do
the trick), and you’ll use that
much less with each flush.

Taken from MH Net,  a pub-
lication provided by the Center
for Clergy Excellence.

Bishop s submit s Rule of Law decision to Judicial Council
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie

has responded to a request made
during the 2009 Annual
Conference for a Rule of Law
regarding the decision of the
Core Leadership Team to offer
retirement incentives, utilizing
funds from the Pension
Reserves in relation with
Paragraph 613.1 of the 2008
Book of Discipline. The
Bishop’s complete 65-page
report was submitted to the
Judicial Council in June and is
posted online at
www.txcumc.org/ruleoflaw613. 

“I couldn’t find anyone in
this Annual Conference with a
history around a rule of law, nor
have I been asked to give one,”
said Bishop Huie during the
June CLT meeting. 

Conference Secretary Rev.
Gail Harrelson, who initially
alerts the Judicial Council of an
impending ruling, said this was
the first time she processed a
Rule of Law in her tenure and
that she could find no reference
to a Rule of Law in previous
Texas Annual Conference
Journals.

According to the Bishop’s
report, “the request for a ruling

of law is not sustained because
it was not germane to the pro-
ceedings of the Annual
Conference. No resolution,
motion, or recommendation
concerning either clergy com-
pensation or the early retirement
incentive program was before

the Annual Conference at the
time of the request for the ruling
of law.”

Rev. James W. “Jim” Foster
of John Wesley UMC made the
request at the conclusion of the
Core Leadership Team report
during the Monday afternoon
business session. However,
according to the report, the CLT
did not make any recommenda-

tions regarding clergy compen-
sation or the Early Retirement
Incentive Program (ERIP).

ERIPwas included in the
Center for Clergy Excellence
Pre-Conference Journal report,
since it was an action authorized
by ministry teams of the center.

“There’s a difference between
authorization and support,” said
the Center for Clergy
Excellence Director Rev. B.T.
Williamson. “The Board of
Pensions and Group Health
Benefits Committee were acting
within authority; but, would not
exercise authority without the
support of the Cabinet and Core
Leadership Team. With that

affirmation, we exercised our
authority.”

The Bishop’s decision fur-
ther states: “Additionally and
alternatively, all actions of the
Conference Board of Pensions,
Core Leadership Team and
Group Health Benefits

Committee were
proper under the
Book of
Disciplineand
with the authori-
ty delegated to
them by the
Annual
Conference. The
Conference
Board of
Pensions and the
Group Health
Benefits
Committee acted

within their authority under the
Book of Disciplineand the
Conference structure in devel-
oping and implementing an
early retirement incentive pro-
gram providing post-retirement
benefits. Advice of outside legal
counsel was sought and
obtained to ensure that all
actions were proper.” 

The rationale supporting the

ERIPcreation was also included
in the Center for Clergy
Excellence Pre-Conference
Journal report, which was
among the supporting docu-
ments submitted to the Judicial
Council. 

“With the current number of
eligible clergy, it is difficult to
place ordained or commissioned
clergy in appointments,” accord-
ing to the ERIPoverview
Williamson shared with the CLT
in January 2009. “The last
appointment cycle required that
five or six clergy be appointed
outside of the Texas Annual
Conference; appointments had
to be created using equitable
compensation; and initial pro-
jections for clergy seeking com-
missioning reveal one of our
largest incoming classes. The
goal of the ERIPis to have
those clergy so inclined to
accept an early retirement
incentive plan that would free
up appointments for other cler-
gy.”

The Judicial Council will
consider the Bishop’s rule of
law at its fall meeting.

“The Conference Board of Pensions and the Group
Health Benefits Committee acted within theirauthori -
ty under the Book of Disciplineand the Conference
structur e in developing and implementing an early
retirement incentive program providing post-retire-
ment benefits.”

Rev. B. T. Williamson
Dir ector, Center for Clergy Excellence
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Making disciples, transforming the world
Each summer hundreds of

youth and adult mentors head
out on working mission trips
throughout Texas with UM
ARMY. These mission trips
help clients by building wheel
chair ramps, making minor
repairs, cleaning yards and
cutting grass, painting, and
more. 

While these activities are
of benefit to clients and com-
munities, the primary goal is
the spiritual formation of the
youth. The youth work hard
for their clients, and the daily
worship and prayer is focused
on relating their work experi-
ences to their spiritual lives. 

They work as part of the
body of Christ in this world
and for God’s children. UM
ARMY makes disciples for
Christ while transforming the
world.

These pictures represent
teams recently hosted at
Newton UMC from
Chapelwood UMC Lake
Jackson, Springwood UMC
Houston and Lane’s Chapel
UMC Tyler.

UM ARMY stands for the
United Methodist Action
Reach-Out Mission by Youth.
To learn more about the
organization, visit
www.umarmy.org.
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Making disciples, transforming the world
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Young clergy-scholar earns doctoral fellowship
Continued from page 1

Bible so fun with this whimsi-
cal idea,’” Newton said, adding
that if such an approach were
taken more often: “…every day
adults would be inspired by the
text. It wouldn’t just be words
between two covers, it would
be transforming. In a way, I’m
still producing VBS for people
of all ages.”

Face-value of the fellowship
Why is supporting the edu-

cation of students like Newton
vital to the life of the church?
Congregations and theological
schools across North America
face multiple challenges and
leadership needs. Today, fewer
than seven percent of clergy in
most denominations are under
age 35, and interest in local
congregational ministry among
seminary students has declined
over the past five years.

According to the results of a
new American Religious
Identification Survey, the per-
centage of Americans who
define themselves as Christian
has dropped from 86 percent in

1990 to 76 percent in 2008. 
“Across Christian denomi-

nations, we need gifted new
voices and talents to lead a
changing church and increase
its impact on local communities
everywhere,” said Dr. Trace
Haythorn, Fund for Theological
Education president.
“Supporting these students is
one of the best investments we
can make in our shared future.
FTE Fellows bring their experi-
ences, education and fresh per-
spectives to a new generation
of Christians during a time of
great need.”

In 2009, FTE has awarded
more than $1.5 million in fel-
lowships and program support
to 163 students across the U.S.
and Canada, representing more
than 30 denominations. Over
the past decade, the Fund has
awarded $16 million in support
to nearly 1,500 students, the
majority of whom have pursued
ordained ministry, a church-
related vocation or a faculty
post teaching religion and the-
ology. 

Richard Newton constructs a primitive plow.  The study of primitive agricultur e was a part of
his Sowing the Seed project.

By April Canik
Communications Director
St. Luke’s UMC

Do you believe that
informed, united prayer can
alter the course of the lives of
children? Did you know that
Houston is ranked among the
lowest cities in America when
it comesto children’s safety
and success?

To help change that grim
statistic, Susan Silvus, St.
Luke’s UMCDirector of
Outreach, has been working
with the Faith Board of
Childr en at Risk, an organiza-
tion that assesses the quality of
life of Houston’s children and
serves as an advocate for them
at a city, county and state level.

Representatives from many
churches and groups including:
Houston Coalition Against

Human Trafficking, Houston
Prays, and Mission Houston,
are planning a week of prayer
for Houston’s children during
the Back-to-School season,
August 16-23. 

On August 18, Children at
Risk will hold a Summit of
community leaders at St.
Luke’s to:

• provide up-to-date infor-
mation on the issues and
current needs of children;

• highlight practical ways to
respond; 

• mobilize prayer for the
children of Greater
Houston; and

• draw media attention to the
needs of children.

All are encouraged to pray
for this event, but more impor-
tantly to pray for the growing
needs of children in the com-
munity and world.
Accompanying prayer guides

are available online
http://www.stlukesmethodist.org/pr
ayer/ministries/.

The guide focuses on seven
systemic issues facing children
in our area such as poverty,
infant mortality, human traf-
ficking, education, parents of
at-risk children and more– and
is also available in Spanish.

Back-to-school Prayer Emphasis: Children
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“Faith in Action” week in T yler
By Michelle Anderson 
Marvin UMC
Summer Missions Intern

The largest volunteer group
in Tyler’s Mission Week history
put their faith in action this
summer despite triple digit
temperatures.  

Over 575 volunteers from
Marvin UMC, St. Paul’s UMC,
Pollard UMC and Whitehouse
UMC recently joined forces

and showed the cities of Tyler
and Whitehouse what this
year’s theme, “Faith in Action”
looked like.

Volunteers of all ages (from
4 to 96 years old!) worked
together to complete 21 proj-
ects throughout Tyler and
Whitehouse free of charge to
the families and organizations
that were served. 

Each year Mission Week
grows in volunteers and funds
due to the generosity of those
that have become involved over
Mission Week’s 22-year histo-
ry. Because of the tremendous
growth, the week ends with
more people served than origi-
nally expected. Out of the 21
projects done this year, only 14
were on the original agenda. 

The original project list
included seven families whose
homes needed general repairs,
new paint, roof work and yard
work, while one home needed a
new wheelchair ramp.

The pediatric dental and
medical clinics at St. Paul
Children’s Foundation were
completely repaired, repainted
and cleaned while the St. Paul’s
grounds were cleaned up
throughout the week.

Two houses were demol-
ished and lots were cleaned up
in the St. Paul’s neighborhood. 

The empty lots will serve as
growth space for the ministries
of the St. Paul Children’s

Foundation. Thursday night
volunteers put on a neighbor-
hood festival with free food,
games, a petting zoo, dancing
and face painting not only for
the neighborhood surrounding
St. Paul’s, but as a way for vol-
unteers to relax and take a
break from a week of hard
work.

East Texas Rescue Mission,
a homeless shelter for men that
opened in October, received an

expansion due to their rapid
growth. This ministry houses
around 80 homeless men per
night. Several volunteers also
prepared and served food
throughout the week and
formed lasting bonds with the
men and staff at the Rescue
Mission.   

The Wesley Foundation on
the Tyler Junior College cam-
pus received general repairs
and maintenance along with
some new concrete slabs and
landscaping.

By the end of the week vol-
unteers had added seven more
projects where they saw addi-
tional needs in the community.

Mission Week isn’t all
work. The combination of try-
ing a new tool for the first time,
sharing lunch and dinner
together and laboring in the
heat leads to fun and special
memories that keep hundreds
of volunteers coming back each
year.

While the goal of Mission
Week is to better the lives of
those in the community, many
volunteers walk away feeling
like they got more out of help-
ing than the people they
served!

For more information con-
cerning Mission Week, contact
Melissa Brigman, Director of
Missions at Marvin UMC in
Tyler.

Each yearMission Week grows in volun-
teers and funds due to the generosity of
those that have become involved over
Mission Week’s 22-yearhistory.

Top Photo:  George Brigman and Marvin youth prepare concrete slab forthe Wesley
Foundation at Tyler Junior College.

Bottom Photo:  Ewell Dickerson, Johnny Hirt and Dr. Doug Bakerrepair a roof.
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Fellowship Opportunities

Beyond Sunday Worship
Does your church offer worship
opportunities at times other than
Sunday morning? What has
worked well for you and what
were the challenges? 

If you have personal experiences
to share, or know of resources
offering guidance to churches
seeking to do ‘beyond Sunday’
worship, contact Rev. Darwood
Galaway, 903-984-3576, dar-
woodgalaway@sbcglobal.net. 

Northwest District Fellowship
The Northwest District
Barbecue is set for Saturday,
July 11, at 11:30 a.m. The event
will take place at First UMC
Athens, 225 Lovers Lane in
Athens. 

For more information, contact
Pat Travers, 903-593-1861 or
ptravers@nwdumc.org. 

Celebration ministry hosts
Kerri Cr ocker
Williams Memorial will host a
summer Celebration Ministries
event on Monday, July 20, from
6:30-8:30 p.m.  Singer, song-
writer Kerri Crocker will share
her testimony on how God calls
the ordinary to do the extraordi-
nary for His glory. 

The event will also include
“Pray for a Cure for Cancer
Ministry,” www.prayforacure-
forcancer.com. 

Williams Memorial UMC is at
4000 Moores Lane, Texarkana,
75503. Call 903-838-3507 for
more information.   

Learning Opportunities

Reading Tutors Ministr y
The Augustine Tutoring Project,
a ministry of FUMC in Conroe,
trains tutors to serve children
who are both struggling readers
and low-income. Dyslexic chil-
dren carry the baggage of low

self-esteem as well as poor
school performance.Low-
income students who struggle
with reading cannot afford the
cost of the one-on-one tutoring
they need. Our prisons and
juvenile detention centers are
full of people who cannot read.

This is a wonderful and reward-
ing ministry for those who sense
the calling of the Holy Spirit to
serve God through serving
God’s hurting little children.

Tutors commit to working with
a low-income student for free,
twice a week for approximately
a school year.

Training is open to the public
and will be July 20-24, from
9:30-2:30. We work with the
tutors to identify where they
would like to be assigned, and
with the schools in those areas
to identify students.For more
information or to register con-
tact Ellen Kent at
augpro@earthlink.netor at 281-
460-1904 or at
http://home.earthlink.net/~aug-
pro/. 

Youth Week
The North District Youth Week
will be held July 19 – 22, from
5-7 p.m. Activities will take
place at a different church each
day. 

The schedule includes:Sunday
at Winterfield UMC, Longview,
903-753-4825; Monday at
Williams Memorial UMC,
Texarkana, 903-832-8663;
Tuesday at Tennison Memorial
UMC, Mt. Pleasant, 903-572-
5341. 

The event will culminate on
Wednesday from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.,
at Daingerfield State Park, 903-
645-2921.

For more information, contact
Rev. Tommy Earl Burton, North
District Youth Coordinator, at
903-577-4545. 

Day of Wellness
The Summer Day of Wellness is
sponsored by the Center for
Clergy Excellence. The event
will take place Monday, July 20,
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., at The
Methodist Hospital – Houston.
Contact Barbara Kilby at 713-
521-9383 x 322 or
bkilby@txcumc.org to register. 

Coaching on personal health
risks, nutrition, exercise, and
stress management will be
included. 

Clergy, spouses and their
dependents enrolled in the TAC
Group Health Benefits Program
are now eligible to attend at no
cost ($150 benefit). Information
and registration:
http://www.txcumc.org/page.asp
?PKValue=897. 

School of Christian Mission
The Texas Conference
Cooperative School of Christian
Mission will be held Thursday
through Saturday, July 23-25 at
Lon Morris College in
Jacksonville. Sponsored by the
Annual Conference and the
United Methodist Women, the
event is open to men, women
and children.

In addition to the mission stud-
ies, the School of Christian
Mission will include a hands-on
mission track and a field trip to
the Caddo Indian Mounds. 

Registration forms and addition-
al information are available at
www.gbgm-umc.org/
texasconfumw or contact the
registrar, Mitzi Hiers, at
hkmj@thehiers.com. 

Wills and Powers of Attorney
Seminar
Rev. Steve Turner of
Heartspring Methodist
Foundation will review the
requirements and necessities of
wills and powers of attorney at
Rehobeth UMC on Saturday,
August 1, from 9- 11:30 a.m.

Rehobeth UMC is at 2207 US
Hwy. 59 North, Carthage, TX, 
75633 (2 miles north of loop). 

For more information, contact 
Rev. Jack McMahon at 903-693-
6150 or visit
rehobethumc@yahoo.com. The
event is free. 

Harmonicas at Church
First UMC Hemphill has a new
harmonica class, with a great
teacher, Cliff Benoit.  

The class is open to the commu-
nity and varies in size from 4 to
8.  All are beginners, who are
learning to play with no prior
experience.

Disciple Bible Study 
Mini-T raining Events

Following are current opportu-
nities for you, and your church
leaders, to participate in a free
mini-training event. 

Attendees will have the oppor-
tunity to learn and explore var-
ious ways in which DISCIPLE
studies might benefit their par-
ticular group.  The training
dates and locations are listed
below:

Sunday, August 2, 2-5 p.m.
First UMC, Jefferson (North
District)
305 West Henderson Street
Jefferson, Texas 75657
903-665-3268

Saturday, August 8, 1-4 p.m.
McMahan's Chapel UMC
(East District)
9 miles East of San Augustine
on Highway 21, Sabine
County
409-382-8218

Sunday, August 9, 
2:30-5:30 p.m.
Emory UMC (Northwest
District)
456 North Texas Street
Emory, Texas 75440
903-473-2411
www.emoryumchurch.org

Saturday, September19,
GHLES (Greater Houston
Leadership Education School -
subject to GHLES guidelines,
fees and registration)
First UMC, Conroe (Central
North District)
4308 West Davis Street
Conroe, Texas 77304
936-756-3395
www.fumc-conroe.org

Notify Jill Krone, 903-473-
3755 or jill.krone@gmail.com
of your intentions so that
materials may be prepared.  

If you have a DBS 1 Study
Manual or other materials (no
tapes needed) available, please
bring these with you. 
No materials are sold at these
events.

Do you have information

about your church or ministr y you

would like to share with others?

Contact Thelma Jones

at 713-521-9383, ext 335

or thelmaj@methodists.net


