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Vibrant, growing
congregations

changing lives and
reshaping futures
for Jesus Christ

‘And You Give Yourself Away’

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Dir ector of Communications 
Texas Annual Conference

More than 2,500 clergy
and lay delegates to the Texas
Annual Conference gathered
May 30 – June 2 to celebrate
the multitude of ways in
which the people of the TAC
have given themselves away
and to be inspired to grow, by
God’s grace, into an even
more generous body.

A 3,000-square-foot mural
draped the entire chancel of
The Woodlands UMC, where
the event was held, as an ever-
present reminder of the face of
generosity in the TAC.
Building homes through
Habitat for Humanity; admin-
istering vaccines and deliver-
ing insecticide treated nets in
Cote d’Ivoire; ministering to
the marginalized populations
in Prague are among the ways

generosity looks in this annual
conference. Images from actu-
al mission projects inspired
the artwork, which was also
intermingled with biblical
images of generosity. 

The centerpiece of the art-
work, was Jesus Christ –
breaking and blessing and giv-
ing.  Similarly, the Lord is
also the centerpiece of the
works of art that are taking
place among the people in the
700 churches in East Texas.
People who have been broken
by a struggling economy and
malicious church fires, people
who have also been blessed by
God’s continued favor and
given to the world to trans-
form it to the glory of God. 

Episcopal reflections
In the past year, the church

has given itself away through
new church starts, transforma-
tion of congregations and
through an increase in hands-

on mission, all of which
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie
celebrated in her Episcopal
Address on Monday. 

The Harvest, Living Water,
New World and Dayspring are
the four new faith communi-
ties that chartered this year –
officially becoming a part of
the United Methodist
Connection. 

“New church starts, at least
for this annual conference are
the difference between growth
and decline,” said Bishop
Huie of the new churches,
which cumulatively represent
an increase in worship of
2,000. 

And while celebrating the
blessing of new churches, she
lifted up the gift that revital-
ized churches give to their
communities, in places like
Douglass, Texas.  There, Faith
Bridge UMC, once known as
Douglas Memorial UMC, has
found new life after being

closed for a decade. Since the
church entered the TAC
Transformation Project in
2006, it has grown from 20
members to a capacity wor-
ship attendance of 90; and is
looking to build a new facility.

“The Holy Spirit continues
to lead, protect and provide,”
said Rev. Michael Parks, pas-
tor of Faith Bridge UMC, in
an audio message played dur-
ing the Bishop’s Address.

Nationally, small churches
the size of Faith Bridge and
others in the TAC transforma-
tion program have the fastest
rate in decline. But in the
TAC, those churches which
participated in transformation,
show increases in all the
Measures of  Fruitfulness,
which Bishop Huie likened to
the metronome musicians use
to assure they are keeping the
rhythm of a song.

Continued on page 8

The combined youth choirs from FUMC Katy, Texas and FUMC, SugarLand, Texas  perform at the Sunday night worship
service held in the sanctuary of The Woodlands UMC.
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‘Face of Generosity’
“If we give ourselves away

in this Annual Conference, we
will not be a declining confer-
ence,” said Conference
Treasurer Dr. Elijah Stansell Jr.,
during the Tuesday afternoon
plenary session spotlighting this
year’s theme of Extravagant
Generosity.

Dr. Tom Long, professor of
preaching at Candler School of
Theology, laid the foundation
for the session with an exami-
nation of the Gospel of
Matthew, which he called “a
veritable textbook” on generosi-
ty. The book teaches, Long said,
that: “Any generosity that we
might claim for ourselves is
only that which comes in
response to the extravagant gen-
erosity of God. It’s when our
eyes are open, and our hearts
are filled and our wills are in
tune with the generosity of God
that we become a generous peo-
ple.”

Calling the 13th chapter of
Matthew a “Day of Parables,”
Long shared the parable of the
farmer who sowed seed gener-
ously among all types of land. 

He describes Jesus Christ as
one who sows generously,
“even wastefully,” Long said,
“because he knows the good
soil is not just the fourth kind of
soil. The good soil is also the
hard ground, the thorny ground,
and the rocky ground, when it
has been repeatedly sown by
the grace of God.”

Extravagant generosity may
often have the appearance of
being wasteful. “The History of
people of God is a history of a
people who have not been
afraid to waste themselves,”
Long said, quoting another
writer. “They waste themselves
and their love, like God wastes
God’s love … God, who repeat-
edly sows the grace of God in
places that seem unpromising.”

And, the people of the
church often have tough choices
to make when it comes to gen-

erosity. Long compared that to
Joseph’s dilemma upon learning
his bride-to-be is pregnant. 

“Now Joseph has a dilemma
– is he going to righteous or is
he going to be righteous?” Long
asked. “Is he going to take old
way of understanding the com-
mandments or is he going to
understand that the extravagant-
ly generous God does not write

with straight lines; but, fulfills
the commandments in surpris-
ingly unique ways.”

Generosity in the TAC
Not surprisingly, the Texas

Annual Conference has a histo-
ry of generosity that has gained
momentum over the past five
years. While charitable giving is
down nationally, according to a
report from Barna research
group. It is up in the TAC.

Four video presentations
captured the spirit of generosity

in the TAC and empowered
people to cast an even wider
vision. 

The first, “And You Gave
Yourself Away,” offered a 5-
year overview of the $6.2 mil-
lion the TAC donated through
special offerings such as the
Tsunami, Hurricane relief and
Nothing But Nets. 

The focus then turned to
“The Power of
Connectional Giving,”
which explained how
apportionments dollars trav-
el and extend the reach of
the local church. The video
featured Natale Negrete,
who experienced the gift of
connectional giving through
ministries serving her home

country of Bolivia, and who
now leads Hispanic ministries
at St. Paul’s UMC Houston. As
in Negrete’s case, connectional
giving often gives back to the
connection.

Lastly, “Charity Begins at
Home” and the “Change the
World” message by Rev. Mike
Slaughter of Ginghamsburg
UMC focused delegates on how
they can transform the world by
impacting the communities in
which they live. (All videos are
currently online:

www.txcumc.org. Click the
TAC Videos button on the home
page.)

Rev. Ken Sloane, director of
communications ministry for
United Methodist
Communications in Nashville,
was on hand to help delegates
consider ways to not “blend
into the world,” but to impact
their communities through the
Rethink Church campaign – an
effort to take the church out into
the world. This reinforces the
message of Rev. Slaughter’s
book – “Change the World” –
that was distributed to each
church.

The treasurer encouraged
the assembled leaders to consid-
er what they will do differently
to increase the generosity of the
church

“We need leadership restora-
tion that shifts belief systems,”
Stansell said. “That commit-
ment comes dressed as a prom-
ise. What is the promise I’m
willing to make? The price I
will pay for the success of my
church?

“This is our opportune time
under God. Recessions, eco-
nomic challenges… People are
hungry for the gospel.”

Dr. Elijah Stansell (left) and guest speaker, Dr. Tom Long (right) open the floor for questions
and comments during the extravagant generosity plenary on Tuesday, the second day of
Annual Conference.

“If we give ourselves away in this Annual
Conference, we will not be a declining
conference.”

Dr. Elijah Stansell
Treasurer, Texas Annual Conference
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Lai ty  learn of  l iv ing fa i th

Memorial Day prayer vigil honors milit ary
The 2010 conference

included anoon prayer service
for the first time in honor of
Memorial Day. 

Historically, delegates
pause for a moment of silence
and prayer during the first
business session on Monday
afternoon. This year, the obser-
vance was added to expand
recognition of those who have
served in the United States
armed forces – and those who
continue to serve and secure
cherished American rights,
such as the freedom of reli-
gion. 

Rev. Michael L. Schutz,
associate pastor of First UMC
Longview, officiated the serv-
ice, which included the posting
of the colors by Boy Scouts
and singing of the “Star
Spangled Banner.” Schutz is a
retired U.S. Army Chaplain. 

“We continue to pray for
those who are in harm’s way
right now and for the families

in time of separation,” Schutz
said. “We invoke the Holy
Spirit and pray [the spirit] be

with all the elected leaders of
the land. Give them a sense of
Your vision and Your mission.”

Rev. Kitty Key, who
retired at this session
of the annual confer-
ence, was among the
dozens of people gath-
ered at The
Woodlands UMC
Plaza – enduring the
blazing mid-day sun –
in honor of Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen and
Marines who brave
more than extreme
weather on behalf of
the nation.

Key, who is not a
veteran, said she came
out to show her grati-
tude for those veterans
in her congregation
and others. 

“It’ s where we’re
supposed to be and what
we’re supposed to be
doing on Memorial

Day,” Key said. “They paid a
terrific price, so that we can be
here for this Annual
Conference. There are several

veterans in the Sabine Pass
congregation, and remember-
ing is always important to
them.”

Other veterans and participants salute the U. S. flag.  This year,
observance of Memorial Day was expanded to give recognition to
those who have served and those who continue to serve in the armed
forces.

By Jill E. Kr one
TAC Communications

On Monday morning, May
31, lay members of the Texas
Conference gathered at The
Marriott Waterway in The

Woodlands to the praise music
of the Arise Band from St.
Luke's UMC in Kilgore.
Conference Lay Leader Leah
Taylor opened the Lay Session
with words of welcome as she
called on members to hear
examples of “living our faith

and sharing our
hope.”

Unlike previous
Conferences where
use of technology was
discouraged during
business and worship
sessions, this year
Taylor encouraged all
who have internet
access to Twitter to
share what was hap-
pening in real time. 

Bishop encourages 
participation

Bishop Janice
Riggle Huie recalled
the theme for the
2010 Texas
Conference as
“Extravagant
Generosity.” The
mural seen in the

sanctuary was listed as a high-
light, with its side panels taken
from real pictures. Telling atten-
dees of morning Bible studies
with Rev. Grace Imathiu and
worship opportunities with Dr.
Tom Long, Bishop Huie noted
three worship styles available,

including blended/gospel;
“edgy” and Contemplative
offerings. Huie shared, “we
wanted to give you a choice and
opportunity to experience
these.” 

In finishing, Huie expressed
deep appreciation for
Conference Lay Leader, Leah
Taylor, telling of her participa-
tion in the Cabinet by bringing
“your voice frequently into that
room.”  Taylor inquires “what
would laity think about this?” in
her work with many commit-
tees. Kay McKinley, a lay dele-
gate from the North District,
said she wants to share with
others “how the laity are
involved in the decision-making
throughout the church.” 

Youth Academy
Many present learned of a

new program, The Texas Youth
Academy, when four youth
came forward to share about
this opportunity, which allows
youth to explore future roles as
clergy or lay leaders in the
church.

Ke'Andra Levingston said,

“To have had this experience
has changed my perspective for
the rest of my life.” Kelly Lee
offered, “Now I plan on going
to Lon Morris and moving on to
a seminary before becoming a
pastor in this annual confer-
ence.”

“I had no clue how much it
would impact me. This camp
changed my life, bringing me
closer to Christ,” Cassie Joyce
said. “We are different now
because of our experience
there.” Daniel Rigsby noted of
the two week event, “This
moved me from spiritual milk
to spiritual hamburger.” He con-
tinued, “I realized I'm more in
tune with God.” To learn more
about the Texas Youth
Academy, contact Rev. Dan
Conway at dconway@txcumc.org.

Mission Examples Offered
Taylor introduced laity to

two ministry outreaches as she
noted, “When a call connects
with our passion, that is when
we can do anything.” Lori Saia

Continued on page 8

Lay delegates listen attentively to the proceedings during the laity session of
the Texas Annual Conference held at the Marriott Waterway.

U. S. Air Force Chaplain, Rev.
Buddy Walker proudly salutes
during noon prayer service in
honor of Memorial Day.
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Cal led to  g ive and l ive generous ly
‘Celebration of Life’ honors servants, faithful sowers

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Dir ector of Communications
Texas Annual Conference

Wiley College Chaplain
Rev. Michelle Hall encouraged
people to “give faithfully, fre-
quently and freely,” as she
preached the Celebration of
Life Service Sunday, May 30,
which opened the 41st session
of the Texas Annual
Conference. The Celebration
of Life Service honored 16
clergy and 20 clergy spouses
who died during the 2009-
2010 Annual Conference year.

Hall recalled a time of
grief and loss in her own life,

during which she planted a
gardenia – not knowing the act
of sowing and planting would
bless her with fragrant
reminders of God’s love and
grace for 15 years. 

“When we sow, unknow-
ingly, we give beyond what’s
imaginable,” she said. “Isn’t
that how ministry flows? Isn’t
that how God’s word goes
forth?” 

Hall thanked God for the
“mass sowing” of seeds that
each of the deceased clergy
and clergy spouses had planted
in the lives of others.
“Imagine, the cumulative years
of Vacation Bible School,” she

prompted the congregation, as
she went on to cite baptisms,
late night hospital visits and
ministries that touched coun-
tries and continents among the
honorees’collective “Holy
Spirit filled service” of
unimaginable magnitude. 

“Giving should not be sea-
sonal or conditional,” she said.
“We are to be generous on
every occasion. The needs of
God’s people are constant; the
needs of God’s people are
everywhere. Each of us here is
called to serve God 365 days a
year … We’re called to plant –

Continued on page 7

Rev.  Michelle Hall, Chaplain of Wiley College delivers the ser-

mon for the Celebration of Life memorial service.

Lay Leader Leah Taylor and Bishop Janice Riggle Huie take part

of the sacraments togetherduring communion.
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‘Spirit of Fiest a’ service strives to 
wake up the church

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Dir ector of Communications
Texas Annual Conference

Salsa music ripped through
the sanctuary of The Woodlands
UMC on Wednesday, June 2,
instantly transforming the space
and people that just moments
before were consumed with com-
pleting the business of the annual
conference. In a moment, it was
clear that adoracion and praise
were the most paramount busi-
ness. 

Delegates to the annual con-
ference traded their Pre-
Conference Journals (used for
keeping the pace of business ses-
sions) for homemade maracas –
crafted from water bottles and
beads – to help them keep the
pace of worship.

The “Spirit of Fiesta”
Sending Forth Service was
designed to spotlight Hispanic
ministries of the annual confer-
ence. The band and liturgy team
included: Nataly Negrete Lopez
of St. Paul’s UMC Houston,
Luisa Amaral-Smith of First

UMC Houston, the Rainel Pino
Band, featuring the voices of
Rev. Ray Pinard of Moody
Memorial First UMC, Bishop
Carlos Intipampa of Moody
Memorial First UMC, Rev.
Arturo Cadar of Friendswood
UMC, Rocio Garza, Milka
Intipampa and Alejandro Chavez
on guitar. 

Acts 2:1-11 was the scriptural
foundation for the service. Just
as tongues of fire rested on the
people in the early church,
inspiring them to praise in many
languages, the spirit of the Lord
rested upon the gathered dele-
gates as songs, scriptures and the
sermon were lifted up alternately
and sometimes simultaneously in
English and Spanish.

The message: “Iglesia!
Levantate, en el Nombre de
Jesus!” Or, “Church! Wake up, in
the Name of Jesus.” The messen-
ger: Rev. Luis Ramirez, who is
one of three pastors serving
Servants of Christ Parish and
working with Mision Milby
UMC. Ramirez was commis-
sioned during the 2010 annual

conference.
“We are gathered to feel the

fire again, that our hearts may be
strangely warmed,” Ramirez
said. “We are hungry to feel the
spirit in our church, in the same
manner that the church rocked in
Pentecost … Pentecost is real!”

Ramirez asserted that just as
those assembled on the Day of
Pentecost represented many dif-
ferent heritages, beliefs and lan-
guages, yet were united in spirit,
the same is possible today. God
is less concerned about where
one has come from, in compari-
son to where one is headed. 

“God has empowered us to
look beyond the color of skin, to
look beyond what language we
may speak or not speak. God
speaks to us in our own lan-
guage,” Ramirez said. “We’re
empowered to look beyond
socio-economic status. We are
the testimony of the Holy Spirit,
Texas Annual Conference. You
are the testimony of God. And
the work of God is yet to be
done.

“Christ cannot be contained.

The Holy Spirit cannot be con-
tained … The spirit falls on the
church. The church takes it to the
world – wherever the world may
be.”

So, the charge is simple:
Iglesia! Levantate en el nombre
de Jesus! Church! Wake up, in
the name of Jesus!

“Suburban church, rural
church, inner city church – wake
up in the
name of
Jesus,”
Ramirez
said.
“Wake up
to the sin-
gle parent
who strug-
gles; wake
up to the
migrant
worker;
wake up to
the high
school
graduate;
wake up
to the
child who

will never graduate high school
because of poverty and other
adverse circumstances; wake up
to the nurses, doctors, and teach-
ers who need God more than
wealth.”

Christ, who gave himself
away, is calling the Texas Annual
Conference to go and do like-
wise.

With extending hands, a special prayeris given by Rev. Luis Ramirez, pastorof Servants of

Christ United Methodist Parish in southeast Houston, joined by Rev. Richard Burnham, Rev.

Rick Goodrich.

This year, the ‘Spirit of Fiesta’ was the focus of the Sending
Forth service, designed to highlight Hispanic Ministries.

The Sending Forth service is the last event of Annual
Conference.  

Participants get into the spirit of fiesta. Handmade
maracas – crafted from water bottles and beads
were used to keep pace with music.
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Answering God’ s call – a life well lived
31 clergy honored at Texas Annual Conference 2010

By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection
Texas Annual Conference

“Every sanctuary... every church
organ... every
pew... commun-
ion hall...
church
kitchen... van...
camp... band
— all are fruit
of someone’s
Extravagant
Generosity. . .
We are the
heirs, the bene-
ficiaries of
those who
came before
us... We owe
the same to
generations to
come.”

Bishop Robert Schnase, Five Practices
of Fruitful Congregations

“And You Give Yourself Away.”  These
are appropriate words to describe God’s
call on the lives of a special group of indi-
viduals – those who are called to become
pastors.

Every Christian is called to be minis-
ters of the gospel of Jesus Christ, serving
others.  Pastors, however, answer a differ-
ent kind of call.  It involves a greater
responsibility; that of having spiritual

charge over a congregation.  It takes com-
mitment, the support of one’s family and a
passion for the well-being of God’s people. 

Thirty-one clergy were honored for
having answered such a call at a retirement
celebration during the 41st session of the
Texas Annual Conference.

The retirees and everyone in attendance
were treated to a reader’s theatre segment

performed by Rev. B. T. Williamson,
Assistant to the Bishop, Ms. Eleanor L.
Colvin, Director of Communications, Dr.
Robin Williamson and Mr. Larry Walters
of St. Paul UMC, Houston.  The reading

compared
costly grace,
words taken
from the
writings of
Dietrich
Bonheoffer, a
German
Lutheran pas-
tor and the-
ologian with
scriptures
depicting
grace and
generosity.

From the
opening
prayer given

by retiree, Rev. William E. Jenkins at
League City First UMC, to the blessing
and benediction by Bishop Janice Riggle
Huie, the ceremony was one filled with
celebration of those who gave out of a
sense caring and not a sense of duty.
Videos of the retirees were shown, giving
each the opportunity to share their wis-
dom.

“I am curr ently living in my 44th residence in my lifetime.  The
only two constants I’ve had in these 44 residences has been my
family and my church. 

To have that strength and support at home is what enables me to
continue to go forward.  People talk about God will be with you.  I
agree with that.  God has always been with me through my fami-
ly.”

Rev. Richard Goodrich
Retiree

Words of Wisdom
Retiree Reflections

“In one congregation, the
one with my shortest
tenure, I found that I had
to be  willing to bear the
cost for my own integri-
ty, for who I am and
what I stand for.”

Rev. Ken Ar cher

“In ministry, you have to
learn how to fail.  Don’t
get bogged down in your
mistakes.”

Rev. Kay Alewine

“A sacrificial nature
comes in terms of what
we do.  We sacrifice not
only in our response to
the Lord and the Lord’s
calling; we also sacrifice
in terms of our family
and what they give up
because we can’t always
be there for them.”

Rev. Tom Breugger

“As for retirement, I
don’t look at it as retire-
ment.  I look at it as a
shift in ministry focus.

I’m looking foward to it
and I plan on having a
good time.  I plan to help
churches by composing
and writing music.”

Rev. Evelyn Cox

“As a Methodist minis-
ter, be it Elder or
Deacon, there are some
stances you will have to
take, and you may not be
popular with the towns-
folk or the congregation.

That is costly.  Yet, I
think that is what Christ
is calling us to do — to
stand up for the gospel
and the fact that Jesus
Christ is the one and
only God.”

Rev. Richard Bauman

Kathryn Alewine John C. Dowden Ward N. Livingston

Isabell S. “Mopsy” Andrews Elton Eugene Easterly Jerry S. Mendell

Kenneth E. Archer Edmonia P. W. Everett Joe Miller, Jr.

Dave Avis Robert L. Faulk Dan L. Miller

Barry W. Bauerschlag Jean Ferraro Autoro V. Parra

Richard M. Bauman Richard Goodrich Lane A. Scott

Donna G. Brown Gerald Holder T. Randall Smith

J. K. “Tim” Bruegger William E. Jenkins Terry J. Thompson

Evelyn J. Cox Kay G. Johnson Rebecca J. Wallace

Richard E. Cox Kitty S. Key

Kenneth W. Day Isiah M. Lee, Jr.

2010 Retirees of the Texas Annual Conference
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seldom knowing what harvest
will produce.”

Such action results in
“Extravagant Generosity” that
is not restricted to an event,
but is a way of living, she
said, pointing to John
Wesley’s adage: Earn all you
can, save all you can…so you
can give all you can.

And while it’s important
give out food, and meet peo-
ples’basic needs, Hall called
the church to “go deeper.”

“We’re called to be a pres-
ence, called to serve in a way
that the other experiences
grace coupled with uncondi-
tional love,” she said. “God is
calling us to invite people into
an experience with him. We’re
called to give beyond what is
comfortable – knowing God is
equipping us for everything
he’s calling us to.” 

‘Fragrance of gardenias’
Musician and singer, Ken

Medema, issued a musical
Invitation to Discipleship.
Medema creates original songs
based on the stories people
share or experiences people
share together, such as wor-
ship. 

“Breathe deep, my friends,
the fragrance of gardenias. For
you will be its carriers around

the whole wide world – in
every city and every nation,”
Medema sang immediately
following Rev. Hall’s sermon. 

After worship, Texas
Annual Conference members
remained in the sanctuary and
told stories that Medema
transformed into musical testi-
monies.

Rev. Anjelita Dirden, pas-
tor of Asbury UMC Houston
and St. Mark’s UMC LaPorte,
was captivated by Medema’s
worship gifts.

“I didn’ t know what to
expect, so, it was amazing
how he captured the essence
of what someone was saying,”
Dirden said. “I was sitting
close enough to him to see
he’s not reading.” 

In fact, Medema is blind.
So, the words of his impromp-
tu songs are read from his
heart and the hearts of partici-
pants. 

“I was truly blessed,”
Dirden said of the unique
praise opportunity. “What we
do in church is not always
church … as we open our-
selves up to God, God can
show up in any way – if we
allow God to do that.”

Cal led to  g ive and l ive generous ly
‘Celebration of Life’ honors servants, faithful sowers
Continued from page 4

Scenes from opening worship service

for the 41st Session of the Texas Annual

Conference.

Top and Middle Photos:  Clergy and

youth serve communion together.

Bottom Photos:  Bishop Janice Riggle

Huie and the 2009 Texas Youth

Academy lead the worship service.
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And You Give Yourself Away
Continued from page 1

“Our Measures of Fruitfulness
are like that metronome,” she
said, “ensuring that we keep the
rhythm of disciple making.” 

Professions of faith are one
indicator of if disciple making
is occurring in a congregation.
Nationally, 47% of churches
experience at least one profes-
sion of faith each year. In the
TAC, 63% of churches experi-
ence at least one profession of
faith. And that number increas-
es yearly, Huie said. 

“Led by the Spirit, nothing
stopped the early church,” she
said. “Five years ago you all –
we all – declared publicly we
intended to be Spirit-led …
We’ve taken extravagant risks
on behalf of generosity. We will
again.”

Some say the Texas Annual
Conference has “turned the
world upside down,” the bishop
said, referencing Acts 17. “Are
lives being changed?  Are com-
munities being transformed?  Is
the world changing?” she

asked.

A mission-minded church
Another area of excite-

ment and celebration in the
conference is local and global
mission work. The TAC cele-
brated the completion of
Hurricane Rita Recovery after
four years, which saved
Southeast Texas residents
$6.5 million in labor costs.
“We’re so proud to have com-
pleted the ministry God called
us to,” said Angela Baker,
director of Rita Recovery, of
the more than 600 homes
repaired. “It wasn’t a job. It
was a ministry.”

The 2010 annual confer-
ence also blessed the ongoing
ministry of the Hurricane Ike
Disaster Recovery team and
welcomed ministry partners
from Russia to Cote d’Ivoire. 

The partnership with the
Cote d’Ivoire Annual
Conference continues to
evolve and serve as a model

throughout the con-
nection. A delega-
tion from the West
African nation was
on hand throughout
the annual confer-
ence to offer insight
and updates on the
partnership during
the Laity Meeting
and during the
Wednesday busi-
ness session.

“Bishop Boni
asked me to thank
you for what you
are doing,” said
Sam Kofi, assistant
to Cote d’Ivoire
Bishop Benjamin
Boni. “We think the
Texas Conference
has a vision to
transform the world
– not only in Texas,
but beyond bor-
ders.”

Revitalization
of the church and

transformation of the world is
one of the many things that
inspired Bear Creek UMC
member Amy Vogel. Although
she was unable to attend the
conference gathering, she
stayed connected through social
media.

“I was following all the
feeds on twitter and was so
encouraged,” Vogel said. “I can
see the Lord working in the
United Methodist Church … If
we don’t do something, we’re
going to miss out – I don’t
know if that’s ‘miss out’on the
revival of the church or Jesus’
coming back. I’m a cradle
Methodist, so it’s exciting to
see this breath of fresh air.” 

Offerings collected during
the Annual Conference were:
$7,980.47 for Cote d’Ivoire
Schools; $7,165.00 for From
the Ground Up (supporting new
church starts and churches in
transformation) and $9,120.60
for annual conference meeting
expenses. 

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie joins the celebration
chorus during the first evening worship serv-
ice.

Laity learn of living faith
Continued from page 3

of First UMC Pearland's Kid's
Harbor utilized video inter-
views with participants to tell
how this ministry helps children
in need of a safe place when
their home life no longer pro-
vides for their needs.  “Our
goal is to help kids make a bet-
ter life for themselves.  They've
had a rough start and we've got
to pick up from there and help
them get on the right track. Sue
Sullivan, Redwater UMC, noted
appreciation for this ministry
as, “truly a program needed for

children from
abusive, neg-
lectful
homes.”

Helping
Kids Ministry
coordinator,
Ann Jones,
told laity
about this
outreach to
homeless
children who
are identified

by a residency
questionnaire.
Volunteers

work to provide needs but
rarely deal directly with fami-
lies due to confidentiality
issues.  Jones said, “I think that
the realization that there are
students in dire need in our
affluent district amazes peo-
ple.” The ministry provides
backpacks and supplies, hood-
ies, furniture, clothing, food
and at the holidays gave 228
homeless children gift certifi-
cates.   A recipient noted in a
letter that this ministry is “mak-
ing a powerful impact on peo-

ple who need help.”

Upcoming elections 
Lay members were remind-

ed that questionnaires will be
out in October for those wish-
ing to run for election as a dele-
gate for General or
Jurisdictional Conferences of
2012.  Mary Reed, elected to
the 2008 delegation, shared of
her experience and encouraged
those interested to begin con-
sidering options for meeting fis-
cal, mental, and physical chal-
lenges when elected. Reed con-
cluded, “It is a wonderful expe-
rience to get to go and I hope
many of you will submit your
name. I've loved my service to
the Lord.”

Global connections
An update on Lydia

Patterson Institute was present-
ed by Dr. Socorro de Anda.
Lydia Patterson is an institution
supported by the Jurisdiction
with at least half the students
attending from across the bor-
der.  It is about to be 100 years
old, with the school established

to serve displaced families of
revolution.  “We are still doing
the same thing for those fleeing
violence across the border.”
This year Lydia Patterson grad-
uated 74 seniors, 72 have been
accepted into a college or uni-
versity. Dr. de Anda made men-
tion of Wiley and Lon Morris
Colleges for their commitment
to providing scholarships and
continued, “education is the
way out of this and you are
making a difference for these
students and to save their
lives.”  An overview of the
ministry can be found at
www.cnn.com under “Haven on
the Border.”  

On February 1, Gil Hanke
became the first lay man to lead
the Commission of Methodist
Men when he was elected to
serve as General Secretary.
Hanke shared with the assem-
bly that he will retain his
church membership at Perritte
Memorial UMC, as it allows
him to continue to serve in
areas that he finds exciting.
Hanke offered, “I would not be
qualified to do the job as

General Secretary for UMM if
not prepared by you. We know
what is needed in this church, is
men and women on fire for
Jesus Christ.”

Melissa Crutchfield,
Assistant General Secretary for
UMCOR, shared examples of
UMCOR’s response globally,
providing relief in the wake of
disasters. UMCOR is the
humanitarian agency of the
UMC working all over the
world and not just on disaster
response.  Crutchfield describes
UMCOR as “the boots on the
ground – the church.”  In
response to the Haitian earth-
quake, Crutchfield noted, “We
are trying to empower them and
the instinctive resilience they
have.  Seventy-five percent of
Port Au Prince was damaged or
destroyed. There were 230,000
deaths in about a 30 mile
radius. Offerings near $33 mil-
lion to-date with over 700,000
health kits collected.” Future
efforts will focus on healthcare,
meeting basic housing and
nutritional needs, and educa-
tion.

The Arise Band from St. Luke’s UMC in
Kilgor e, Texas opens the session with praise
music.


