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Year- round Sant a
Former NASA engineer has a new mission, making toys for children
By Thelma Jones
Texas Annual Conference
Editor, Cross Connection

It’s that time of the year
again; Christmas time, when
Christians the world over cele-
brate the birth of Jesus Christ.
We remember the child who
brings the gift of salvation.  We
also celebrate traditions that
have been handed down
throughout the years, such as
that of Santa Claus or St.
Nicholas, who gives toys to
children.

Art Hinners enjoys helping
others.  Prior to retiring,
Hinners worked as an
Aeronautical Engineering
Supervisor for NASAfor 45
years, testing personal space
equipment and training astro-
nauts for space flights.  Now, he
likes nothing better than work-
ing in his woodshop creating
beautiful wooden toys for chil-
dren.

The historical Santa Claus

The
American
version of
Santa Claus
received its
inspiration
and its
name from
the Dutch
legend of
Sinter
Klaas,
brought by
settlers to
New York
in the 17th
century.

Santa,
as we
know him
today is a
combina-
tion of
many dif-
ferent leg-
ends and myths.  The basis for
the Christian-era Santa Claus is
Bishop Nicholas of Smyrma
(Izmir) in what is present day,
Turkey.  Nicholas lived in the

4th century A.D.  He was very
rich, generous and loving
toward children.  He often gave
joy to poor children by throw-
ing gifts in through their win-
dows.

The Orthodox Church later
raised St. Nicholas, to a posi-
tion of high esteem.  The
Roman Catholic Church 

Continued on page 6

These are some of the toys created by Ar t Hinners.  Hinners uses scraps of donated

wood and purchases the wheels and axels himself.  United Methodist churches  will

receive these toys just in time forChristmas for distrubution to childr en in the

Reynosa area in Mexico.

Christmas Joy
Auschwitz

survivor and
Nobel prize win-
ner Elie Wiesel
retells this
ancient Hasidic
tale:

“If you think you can bring
your people back into the fold by
making them suffer, then I, Leib,
son of Rachel, swear to you that
you will not succeed.  So why
try?  Save your children by giv-
ing them joy, by delivering.  By
doing it that way, you have noth-
ing to lose and everything to
gain.”

Even in the last days of
Advent, I am already imagining
our family gathering for the can-
dlelight service, singing the
much-loved Christmas hymn: 

“Joy to the world, the Lord
is come.  Let earth receive her
king. Let every heart prepare
him room and heaven and
nature sing.”

I believe that one of the
greatest gifts we both give and
receive at Christmas is joy.  I
always look forward to the
Christmas Eve service.  Even in
those years when our family has
experienced difficulty or great
loss, gathering in the sanctuary
to celebrate the birth of Jesus,
singing the simple carols of
God’s promise and redemption,
hearing the familiar story of
Jesus’birth  proclaimed, and
lighting the candles in the dark-
ness, fills me with joy.  It is
God’s promise of hope and
peace and joy.

Especially this year, which
has been such a difficult year for
millions of Americans and tens
of millions of people around the
world, we long to hear words of
comfort and joy.  God’s gift of
joy is embodied in the birth of a
tiny baby long ago.  “To us a
Child is born, to us a Son is
given.”   Even the angels sang
words of joy and peace — songs
we long to hear today.  

Imagine: God loved humani-
ty enough to take on our flesh in
the birth of a child. That reality
is simply extraordinary. 

This joy that comes from
outside ourselves makes us act
differently in this season.  We
feel more keenly the impulse to
think of others, to show love to
others, to be there for others,

and to give to others.  We exult
in the certainty of God’s love.  

For at least an evening, we
become better persons than we
were.  We become more like the
people that God created us to be.
For the rest of the day, the year,
and maybe our lifetime, we
learn that living that way means
we have nothing to lose and
everything to gain. 

My prayer for you this
Christmas season is that some-
where, somehow, you will expe-
rience the joy of the birth of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

Grace and peace,
Janice Riggle Huie
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Giving thanks at year ’s end – 
consider the possibilities
By Heartspring Methodist
Foundation 

December is one of the most
generous months of the year.
Churches and charities count on
generous year-end gifts to fund
their mission and ministries.
Living in the United States also
rewards generosity. U.S. laws
allow one to contribute to the
good of society either through
taxes or charitable giving. If
you make a gift by December
31 and itemize you can reduce
the amount of taxes owed
because of the deduction. 

But generosity is about
more than just tax brackets and
charitable deductions – it pro-
vides the meaningful difference

in what we can do for the
Kingdom of God. 

Deciding what to give

Cash.Charitable gifts are
most often made in the form of
cash and checks. When you
itemize your taxes deductions,
gifts of cash may be used to
eliminate federal income tax up
to ½ of your adjusted gross
income (AGI). 

Life Income Gifts. Life
income gifts are offered by
many charities and universities.
Heartspring Methodist
Foundation provides this serv-
ice for the churches of our con-
ference. With a life income gift

– often a char-
itable gift
annuity or
charitable
remainder
trust – the
donor makes
an irrevocable
gift and
receives
income for
life. After the
person’s life
the remainder

balance is transferred to the
church or charity. The donor
receives a tax deduction on the
estimated remainder value,
which is calculated
using a formula pro-
vided by the IRS.

Securities.Giving
securities (stock,
bonds or mutual
funds) is a great way
to give to your church
and charities. Gifts of
securities are general-
ly deductible at the
full current value, pro-
vided you have owned them for
more than a year. They can be
used to offset tax on up to 30
percent of your AGI. 

In addition, no tax is due on
any gain, as could be the case
in a sale. Giving securities frees
up cash for other purposes.
Many churches and charities
have their own brokerage
account to receive you gift
transfer. If not, Heartspring can
provide this service for you.

Life Insurance. Do you
own a life insurance policy you
no longer need? Consider using
it as a 2009 year end gift to

contribute to your favorite
United Methodist ministry. You
can give the policy to your
church or charity and receive a

tax deduction for the value of
the policy.

There are many other ways
to use your resources to support
your church and charities,
including retirement plan gifts,
estate gifts, real estate and oth-
ers.

Heartspring Methodist
Foundation is your Texas
Conference ministry that exists
to provide financial and stew-
ardship services to you. Please
contact us at 713-533-3780, 1-
800-521-9617, or www.heart-
springmethodist.org if you have
any questions or if you would
like to discuss your ideas.

Layaway g i f t s  for  Chr is t
By Rev. Melvin Amerson
Texas Methodist Foundation

The Christmas shopping
season seems to begin earlier
and earlier every year. Perhaps
the Wise Men in the gospel of
Matthew 2:1-12, who brought
Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh to recognize and cel-
ebrate his birth, started saving
and sacrificing early in order to
present extraordinary gifts to
our Savior. 

Consumerism at times
appears to overshadow the
focus of the season of Advent.
For many believers, Christmas
has become little more than a
season of exchanging gifts with
co-workers, loved ones, and
family. Let us not forget about
the exciting Christmas parties

we attend. 
Sadly, there is a trend

among believers who celebrate
the season: attend parties,
exchange gifts, take time off to
relax with family and friends;
yet, fail to present the season
honoree with a special gift fit
for a king. The honoree that I
am referring to is Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior. 

Given the current economic

downturn, many will say
that they are unable to
exchange gifts at the level
of previous years. Retail
stores – in response to the
economy – have brought
back layaway plans. For
those not old enough to
remember layaways, it was
a purchase option without
taking physical possession
of the merchandise, that

required weekly or biweekly
payments until paid in full. This
was the way many families and
individuals bought things
before the innovation of credit
cards. Layaway helped us make
the distinction between a need
and a want. Further, it taught
lifelong lessons in patience,
diligence and self-control. 

Consider establishing a

church-wide layaway plan for a
special ministry gift that will
honor Christ. Weekly, place an
additional $10, $15, $20 or
more in a designated offering
envelope as your layaway offer-
ing. The resources raised
should be used to bless others,
expand, or enhance ministry.
Your congregation’s weekly
offering/installment will help
members take their focus off
commercialism and place the
focus back on Christ. 

Remember to start saving
early – as the wise men proba-
bly did, so your offerings are
reflective of an awesome gift
that gives honor to the Prince
of Peace, who brought joy to
the world.
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New Year + New trainings = New levels of ministry excellence 

By The Center for
Congregational Excellence
Passionate Worship Team

Are you ready to take your
worship services to new levels
for the next decade?  Do your
worship services inspire, stimu-
late and educate, while drawing
people nearer to God?  

The Texas Annual
Conference Center for
Congregational Excellence is
excited to begin 2010 and the
next decade by hosting a 2-day
Seminar on Passionate
Worship, January 29–30, at
Clear Lake UMC. 

Designed for pastors, wor-
ship leaders, musicians, altar
ministries, staff and laity of
small, medium, or large con-
gregations, the event will offer
hands-on training and an
overview of the true essence of
worship from a biblical per-

spective. Explore the steps
required in planning and
designing Passionate Worship
experiences through preaching,
music, arts and media.

The seminar will begin on
Friday, with an opening wor-
ship service at 9 a.m., followed
by three plenary sessions.
Rabbi Yisrael
Avraham, author of
“Kingdom Armor,”
will start off with
“Worship in the
Book of Psalm.”  

Dr. Constance
Cherry, author of “The Worship
Architect: A Blueprint for
Designing Culturally Relevant
and Biblically Faithful
Services,” will explore what
happens when we bring togeth-
er the best of traditional and
contemporary worship.

Jason Moore and Len
Wilson of Midnight Oil

Productions will stir our cre-
ativity with “Design Matters:
the Role of Art and Image in
Creating Meaningful Worship.” 

The day will end with a
BBQ dinner and contemporary
worship service at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday’s schedule is
packed with outstanding speak-
ers and 15 workshops that
cover every aspect of worship
planning from sacred dance to

greeter and usher training to
preaching.

A group rate of $120 for
three members of the same
church allows you to bring as
many people as you can to this
seminar and includes all meals.
Go to www.txcumc.org to reg-
ister today. 

By Rev. Lillie Ferr ell
TAC Passionate Worship
Ministr y Team

Christianity today is rediscov-
ering its Hebraic roots.
Therefore, many churches are
seeking to learn more about our
Judeo-Christian foundation by
turning to Messianic Rabbi’s for
instruction and leadership.
Consequently, the 2010
Passionate Worship Seminar will
feature Rabbi Yisrael Avraham as
the opening keynote speaker on
Friday, January 29.  

Rabbi Avraham is a leading
Messianic Rabbinical Scholar in
America today. His Hebraic per-
spective provides deep and rich
insight into biblical texts. His
teaching opens up the Bible with
cultural context and nuances that
provide a new level of Biblical
wisdom for the western culture. 

Founder of HaMishkan locat-
ed in India, Israel and the United
States, Rabbi Avraham is the
author of the recently released

book entitled:  “Kingdom Armor:
The Believer’s Identity” and a
music CD named “Adam.”  

I have sat at the feet of Rabbi
Yisrael for the past two years and
he has given me remarkable
insight into the Hebraic culture,
which has helped me to under-
stand the scriptures.  However, I
value most the pearls of wisdom
that he has imparted into me.
One day I was feeling quite over-
whelmed and he said: “You are
feeling overwhelmed because
you underestimate the God in
you!”  This wisdom pearl eventu-
ally became a sermon entitled:
“Overwhelmed and
Underestimated.”

If you are looking for sermon
inspiration; if you and your con-
gregation are ready for “some-
thing more” in biblical studies;
if you want to learn more about
individual and corporate worship,
then come and sit at the Rabbi’s
feet.

Help! I have a new lay lead-
ership position at my church and
I don’t know where to start!

Help! Our church wants to
develop a Young Adult ministry,
have a more effective children’s
program, and enhance worship
involvement.

Help!  I have been in leader-
ship for years, and I need to
hear some fresh new ideas!

Read on to see how districts
throughout the Annual
Conference will help meet your
leadership needs in January.

Central North
The Central North District

Training for Church Officials
will be held January 31, from
2:30-4:30 p.m. The host church
is First UMC Conroe, 4308 W.
Davis, Conroe, Texas, 77304.

Designed to empower the
chairpersons and committee
members of local churches, the
event will also include one 2-
hour course toward Advance
Lay Speaking Certification.

Central South 
The Lead & Learn training

on January 31, from 2:30-6
p.m., will be an afternoon “pep
rally” of sorts. It will bring the
inspiration of collective worship
and insight of Dr. Don
Waddleton, director of the
Center for Congregational
Excellence, followed by the
inspiration of new ideas,
resources and friendships with
other ministry partners across
the district. 

While adults are honing their
leadership skills, middle and
high school students and youth
workers will be energized at
Youth Explosion I and II – back
by popular demand. 

Pre-registration is required
by January 15 at www.csdistrict-
txcumc.org or call 713-222-
0117.

Hosted by First UMC at the
West Campus, 10570 Westpark
at the Sam Houston Tollway, the
Central South District’s annual
Local Leadership Training will
include 25 informative sessions
within six key tracks.

“Regardless of your place in
ministry or leadership, I encour-
age you to consider being a part
of this outstanding event for

both lay and clergy persons,”
says District Superintendent
Lawrence Young. “Attendees
will have opportunities to
expand their knowledge and
learn new skills that are relevant
for today – and any sizechurch!
It is a great forum to explore
new information, ideas and con-
cepts, and to share experiences
in ministry.”

East 
The East District has mailed

Leadership Training DVDs and
has posted information on the
website at www.eastdistric-
tumc.org. Contact Vetta
Quackenbush for more informa-
tion at 936-699-2213.

North 
The Mt. Pleasant Quadrant

ACTS Event will be held
January 10, from 2:30-4:30
p.m., at Pittsburg First UMC,
109 College St., Pittsburg,
Texas, 75686. 

Workshops are set for Lay
Leadership and Development,
SPRC, Trustees, Missions,
Finance, Evangelism, Christian
Education, Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, Adult Ministry,
Communications and Worship.

District Superintendent Bill
Taylor and will be the keynote
speaker and lead the Staff Pastor
Parish Relations Committee
workshop. Copies of the United
Methodist Guidelines will be
given to all committee members
present.

For more information or to
register, contact Rev. Chuck
Huffman of Mt. Pleasant
Tennison Memorial at 903-572-
5341. The First UMC Pittsburg
phone number is 903-856-2839.

Advance registration is not
required.

Southeast 
Trinity UMC in Beaumont is

the location of the Southeast
District Training Day on January
31 at 3 p.m. The Cokesbury
bookstore will open at 2:30 p.m.

This year’s workshops will
focus church committee leaders
on three areas: W hat is the pur-
pose of the committee; how
does this committee help fulfill
the mission of the church; and
how can this committee think
and/or act outside of the box to
help fulfill the mission of the
church? 

Workshops will cover church
leadership teams such as

Trustees, Finance, Church
Council and Evangelism. Other
topics include Caring Ministries,
Missions and a VBS Preview.

Please register online at
www.trinitybmt.org/training.
Childcare will be provided by
pre-registration only. 

Trinity UMC is located at
3430 Harrison Ave at Interstate
10. The phone number is 409-
892-8121. 

West 
L.E.A.D. Institute 2010 of

the West District will focus on
“Extravagant Generosity:

Open Hands! – Open
Hearts!” The event will be held
January 31 at 3 p.m. at Christ
UMC in College Station. 

Hosted by the West District
Congregational Excellence
Team, the workshops range
from Fundraising for Pastors to
Multi-media Ministry to age-
level ministries. Workshop lead-
ers will be mindful of all church
sizes – small, medium and large. 

For more information, con-
tact Ellen Willett at 936-295-
5441 or ewillett@huntsville-
fumc.org.

District events
empower leaders
conference wide

Resolve to have p assionate worship 
in 2010

Sitting at the feet of a Messianic Rabbi
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By Eleanor L. Colvin
Texas Annual Conference
Dir ector of Communications

The Cote d’Ivoire Annual
Conference of the United
Methodist Church began broad-
casting from its own radio sta-
tion on Christmas Eve. 

Radio is a necessary form of
communication in developing
nations like Cote d’Ivoire,
where everyone does not have
access to television or the
Internet, because they do not
have access to electricity. 

Hand-cranked radios are the
most cost effective means of

communicating in these com-
munities where people often
live on less than $1 a day, mak-
ing battery-operated radios
unaffordable.

This new radio station will
reach an estimated 1 million lis-
teners in the capital city of
Abidjan and an additional 3
million listeners in the sur-
rounding rural communities. In
the war torn country, where
many are still under-educated
and under-employed it will
reach them with a needed mes-

sage of hope. Thereby, support-
ing one of the Ivorian church’s
primary focuses: evangelism. 

“They are filled with a
desire to share the good news of
the gospel with others,” said
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie, in a
recent interview with United
Methodist Communications.
“Whether we use the traditional
language of faith-sharing or
evangelism, or the language of
radical hospitality which walks
toward another to greet them
and welcome them into the
body of Christ; whatever is our
language French or English or
something else, our friends in

Cote d’Ivoire have
been there before
us, welcoming all
into the church.”

The station will
allow people “to
be acquainted with
our faith through
the airwaves,”
Huie said, and will
also educate
people on
social issues
related to
poverty, health
and education
that trouble
Cote d’Ivoire.

“All three
of those are
tied together,”
she said. “It’s
not just one
item. It’s all of

it. In many ways it’s rooted
in poverty – that deep,
grinding poverty that really
pushes people down –
forces people down.”

Never too late to give
“The most obvious and

easy [way to help] is to
pray for our friends in Cote
d’Ivoire – to pray for them
and keep them on your
hearts,” Huie said. “It may
seem simple, but it is the
most basic and the most

important.
“Or you can

work locally in
ways to do
things like buy-
ing radios so
villagers who
live off the grid
– that means
without access
to electricity –
and who don’t
have a radio,
you yourself
can buy hand-
cranked radios,
so another fam-
ily – or usually
another two or
three families –
can listen to the
broadcast by
the annual con-
ference in Cote
d’Ivoire.”

A gift of a
radio is a gift
of transforma-

Broadcasting live: Peace, goodwill and 

United Methodist Bishop João Somane Machado of Mozambique holds a crank-pow-
ered radio during the Time Global Health Summit in New York in 2005. 

UMNS photo by John C. Goodwin.

“Although I’m her e in
Texas and you are in the Ivory
Coast, [connectionalism]
means that we are connected 
to one another, not only
thr ough this radio station, 
but thr ough the faith 
we share in Jesus Christ, 
the love that we have 
for one anotherand 
our hope for a better, 
peaceful, more just world.”

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie is interviewed outside of the
Cote d’Ivoir e President’s home. Religious perspective is
highly sought after in West African media. Running a
United Methodist radio station will be anotherway to add
Christian perspective to media coverage. 



tion. A radio represents empow-
erment, in the sense that an
informed people can be a trans-
formed people. 

Radios also represent the
power of the connection. The
connection of our “global
church” is one of the topics
Bishop Huie shared in her
Christmas Eve radio address to
her Ivorian brothers and sisters.

“Although I’m here in Texas
and you are in the Ivory Coast,
[connectionalism] means that we
are connected to one another, not
only through this radio station,
but through the faith we share in
Jesus Christ, the love that we
have for one another and our
hope for a better, peaceful, more
just world,” she said.

“When I think about this new
beginning with this radio station
right here on Christmas Eve, the
words of the angel greeting the
shepherds out in the field as they
kept watch over their flock by
night….‘Glory to God in the

highest! And on
Earth, peace,
good will to all
people.’

“Tonight, I
give thanks to
God and sing
glory to God’s
name. It’s my
hope and prayer
and I think it’s
the hope and
prayer of United
Methodists in
other parts of the
world that this
radio will be an
instrument of
peace, of recon-
ciliation, of jus-
tice, of hope.
That it will be an
opportunity and a
sign that a better
world lies
ahead...and that
better world
comes through
faith in Christ
Jesus and our
own transformed
lives.”
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Beyond Expect ations
Radio installation is blessed; church prepares to bless others through broadcasts

By Isaac Broune
Cote d’Ivoir e Annual
Conference Communicator

“Alleluia! (Glory be to
God).” 

This is how we can summa-
rize our impressions at the end of
Day I of radio station installa-
tion. Indeed, there is a reason to
be grateful to God. We did not
expect to do what we did today.

The plan for Day I was only
to assess the studios and the
antenna building and unpack the
equipment. But, by God’s grace,
the team was able to install the
equipment in the production and
on air studios. 

The team is composed of
Ricky Barrows from United
Methodist Communications;
Isaac Broune, Cote d’Ivoire
UMC Conference
Communicator; and 4 techni-
cians (Martin, Serge-Pacome,
Azoda and Jean-Luc). These four
technicians, who were selected
out of more than 20 applicants,
all have studied telecommunica-
tions or electronics at school. 

All in a day’s work
Day 1 started at 8:30 a.m.

with a conversation between
Ricky and Isaac about what has

already been done to prepare for
the station since August, when
the two received training in
Albany, Oregon, on how to
install the radio and train the
technicians who will operate it. 

Then around 9 a.m., they
headed to the Jubile UMC com-
pound where the station is locat-
ed. Radio director, Ms. Acquah
Lydie. recalled the history and
the expectations of the project.

The real job started when the
above team went of the second
floor of the building where the
station will be located. The first
thing they did was to unpack all
the equipment and group them
accordingly into the rooms they
are going to be in: the On Air
studio, the Production Studio
with a Conference Room in
between. Two technicians from
the State Radio and Television
(RTI) supervised this process.

Next, the team and the direc-
tor boarded the UMC pick-up to
visit Tour Salome, 500 meters
from Jubile, a 15-floor building,
where the antenna will be. Once
there, they realized that the lift
was not working. This was
something that could not stop the
endeavors of such a team. With
Ricky taking the lead, they all
climbed up the 15 floors to the

roof. Ricky took some measure-
ments and explained what would
be done on the roof. He and
Martin Tweneboah have visited
the building last ugust. 

Downstairs, the director and
the team had a brief meeting

with the Committee
that runs the building;
to finalize the rental
agreement.   

The installation
started in the On Air
studio. Once the table
and the CDs players
were mounted, Ricky
and two technicians
were setting up the

computer; while the two other
technicians, without receiving
orders, went to the production
room to duplicate what they have
seen. What a proactive action! It
made the installations faster. 

Meanwhile, Isaac met with
the telephone company to share
the station needs in terms of
internet and telephone wires. 

By 5:30 all the equipment in
both studios were set up. 

At the end of the day, the
team gathered in the on air room
to give thanks to God for His
help and commit the equipment
and the coming days in His
hands.

Broadcasting live: Peace, goodwill and Glory to God !

The new United Methodist radio station antenna will
be housed at the Tower Salome  pictured above. Jubile
UMC is the radio station’s location.

Since 1963, the Methodist Church in Cote d’Ivoire has evangelized for30
minutes on Sundays on public radio. Today, the church can offer evangelis-
tic and public service messages will from this on-air studio 24 hours a day.

Buy a radio and transmit transformation

Make checks p ayable to T exas Annual
Conference and write CI Radios in the
memo line. Cost: $36.

Mail to T AC Treasurer , 5215 Main Street,
Houston, T exas, 77002.



Susan Wiley
Associate Minister
Memorial Drive UMC

Like being Methodist, The
Walk to Emmaushas become a
“connectional” journey of sorts
for my husband, Sam, and me.
Beyond our initial 72 hour expe-
rience, we have continued to be
blessed by the many Emmaus
brothers and sisters that we have
come to know and love.

We attended the Walk to
Emmaus in Tulsa, Oklahoma
(Green Country Emmaus…each
Emmaus community gives itself
a name) in 1987.  If you’re not
familiar with it, The Walk to
Emmaus is a spiritual renewal
program of The Upper Room.  It
is intended to strengthen the
local church through the devel-
opment of Christian disciples
and leaders.  Its aim is to
inspire, challenge, and equip
local church members for
Christian action in their homes,
churches, workplaces, and com-
munities.  

Now, that’s the official per-
spective!  My own perspective
is that it is a unique opportunity

to spend 72 hours away from
your world…and concentrate on
what God may be speaking into
your heart.  I had recently lost
my parents and a young daugh-
ter when I attended Emmaus, so
my experience became one of
healing.  For others, it may be a
very different experience.
Because our spiritual journeys
are so varied, each of us
responds in his or her individual
way.  When encouraging some-
one to attend a Walk, I try very
hard not to place any expected
outcome on them.

A few years after attending
the Walk in Tulsa, Sam and I
moved to Louisiana.  We missed
our church and Emmaus friends
and were saddened to learn that
Emmaus did not exist in
Louisiana.  In just a short period
of time however, God brought
together a handful of Emmaus
veterans – all with the same
desire of establishing The Walk
to Emmaus in Louisiana.

We were blessed to be part
of that budding community and
serve in its leadership.  God nur-
tured our efforts and today there
are four thriving communities in

Louisiana.  The churches in
these areas reap the benefits of
Emmaus folk who return to their
home churches with a renewed
enthusiasm to grow and serve.  

After living in Baton Rouge
for 10 years, we returned to
Houston and now participate in
the Houston West Emmaus
Community.  Sam has been on
the Emmaus International
Advisory Board for several
years and recently had the
opportunity to serve as a musi-
cian on the first Emmaus Walk
in the Bahamas! 

Emmaus folk from Florida,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas
made up the team.  Pilgrims
(that’s what participants are
called) represented a cross sec-
tion of the Bahamian communi-
ty.  Nine of the 15 participants
were clergy, including four bish-
ops from different denomina-
tions.  There was a strong sense
of reconciliation as old tribal
estrangements were reconciled
through a shared love of Christ.
The “Sonshine” Emmaus com-
munity in the Bahamas is off to
a strong start!

As you can see, the Walk to

Emmaushas given Sam and me
many ways to make new friends
in Christ.  Emmaus certainly
enabled me to hear God’s con-
tinuing call on my life and was a
valuable part of gaining my
voice and confidence to serve as
a minister.  Sam’s work has
taken us to several different
states and we have been able to

“connect” with friends and
friends-to-be wherever we have
landed.  It’s a beautiful connec-
tion in which we are all made
stronger. Through our own con-
gregation and our Emmaus com-
munities, we continue to experi-
ence God’s grace and love in
new and exciting ways.  We are
blessed to be so “connected!”
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A Walk becomes a Journey…

To learn more about the Walk to Emmaus, visit
www.txcumc.org/emmaus.

Ye a r - r o u n d  S a n t a
honored Nicholas as one who
helped children and the poor,
thus, St. Nicholas became the
patron saint of children and sea-
farers.  In Germany, St.
Nicholas became known as der
Weinachtsmann.  In England, he
came to be called Father
Christmas and, as Dutch immi-
grants came to America, he
became known as Santa Claus.

A modern day Santa
Three years ago, Art Hinners

and his wife sold their house in
Seabrook, Texas, and moved
into a duplex in Kruse Village
in Brenham, Texas.  “I used to
have a wood shop in my garage
in Seabrook,” says Hinners.
“When we left, I sold a lot of
my tools, thinking I would not
have space for them in the new
duplex which has only a one-car
garage.”  He soon discovered
that Kruse Village had a wood-
shop in the main administrative
building.  Nothing could have

been better for Art.  He began to
buy new tools, working in his
garage and the main building.

When asked how he got
started in this venture, Hinners
replied, “About a year ago,
Kruse Village invited us to
make wooden toys for Lutheran
Charities and I thought I would
give it a try.  I wrote to Big
Brothers in Houston, Texas for
ideas, plans and a source for
supplies. They responded with
everything I needed to get start-
ed.”

Ken Pieper, a friend of
Hinners who attends Brenham
UMC runs an electrical compa-
ny that furnishes electricity to
various construction sites.
Pieper provides Hinners with
discarded pieces of wood from
the sites.  Hinners uses the
wood from this valuable supply
source to create his toys.  Some
of the other supplies such as
wheels, axels are purchased by
Hinners himself.  “I enjoy mak-

ing something little kids can
enjoy and intend to keep mak-
ing them as long as I am able,
and there is a need for them,”
he says.

Toys are not the only things
that Art Hinners has created in
his workshop.  He and several 
other men from Kruse Village
are available for community
projects. Hinners said, “We
have made Bible holders,
valences for windows in a new
hospital wing, sight breaks for
the main dining room at the
Village, altered pews and win-
dow shelves for local churches
in the area.” 

Hinners donated more than
178 toys for Lutheran Charities
in 2008 and, in 2009; he made
over 1,200 toys, distributing
them to the Lutheran Charities,
Brenham UMC, Seabrook UMC
and individuals who undertook
a mission trip to Nicaragua.  

Other organizations that
have benefitted from his benev-

olence are Big Brothers of
Bryan, Krause Children’s
Center in Katy and 100 toys
were given for missionary use
to Rev. Rick Goodrich,
Assistant to the Bishop of the
TAC when Goodrich visited
Brenham UMC.

“Of all the places I have
donated to, I feel best about
toys for missionaries to take to

countries of extreme poverty,”
he says.  “I would be glad to
assist any men who would like
to start this project in their
churches.  Perhaps this could
become a Toys for Missions
Methodist project?”

Perhaps so, Mr. Hinners,
perhaps so.  All things are pos-
sible, especially at this time of
the year.

Retired aeronautical engineer, Ar t Hinners in his work-
shop creating one of the many wooden toys he donates to
charitable organizations and mission projects.

Cont inued from page 1
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Tailgate with a hero
A Ministr y of
Mission Bend UMC

The Just Us GuysSunday
School class at Mission Bend
United Methodist Church band-
ed together with volunteers
from all over the Houston to
feed patients, veterans and their
families, and staff at the
Veterans’Hospital. Over 70
volunteers aged eight to seven-
ty-eight, from all different reli-
gious and ethnic backgrounds
were there to honor our veter-
ans with a tailgate meal, to
watch some college football,
and to fellowship. A variety of
foods to choose from included
fried fish, fajitas, B-B-Q chick-
en and sausage, hamburgers
and hotdogs.The plan was to
feed 700 people that day, but as
God would have it, we were
able to serve over 1400 meals!
It was truly a spectacular event.

The staff at a local veteran’s
homeless shelter called
DeGeorge at Union Station
heard about the tailgate party.
They got in touch with the
church representatives to see if
we would be willing to do
something for the 100 veterans
that they house.The tailgate
task force immediately jumped
to meet the challenge.So,  the
Just Us Guys and several other
volunteers stepped forward to
serve a steak and baked potato
dinner for the residents at
DeGeorge as well as homeless
people in the area.Volunteers
served over 150 meals in what
was dubbed Da BBQ at
DeGeorge.

Once again, others heard
about this event and wanted to
help provide these disadvan-
taged veterans with a really
special meal (including cobbler
and ice cream for dessert).

The meat (140 large ribeyes,
plus some chicken) and two
chefs to cook it were donated
by a local restaurant among
other generous donors.

We see new excitement and
God working in a new way in
our church. Who knew that a
meal would mean so much to
so many? The opportunity to
show appreciation to our veter-
ans, along with a chance to
watch some football and cook a
tailgate meal really mobilized
our class to action, and the
additional support from the
local community was truly
awesome.

We are planning to make
the first Saturday in October
“Tailgate with a Hero Day”
from here out and to be back at
the VA campus on October 2,
2010 for an even bigger tail-
gate party. 

The Just Us Guys of Mission Bend UMC Sunday School class
and volunteers serve the verterans and the homeless at the
DeGeorge at Union Station homeless shelter. 

Perkins School of Theology
at Southern Methodist
University is waiving its $50
application fee through March
1, 2010 for applicants to the
Master of Divinity, Master of
Theological Studies, Master of
Church Ministries, and Master
of Sacred Music degree pro-
grams, as well as for all non-
degree applicants.

March 1, 2010 is the dead-
line for submitting an applica-
tion for need-based grant con-

sideration, while February 1,
2010 remains the deadline for
submission of applications for
merit scholarship consideration. 

For more information con-
tact Tracy Anne Allred, director
of Student Services, at
tallred@smu.eduor 214-768-
1480; Herbert Coleman, direc-
tor of Recruitment and
Admissions, at
hcoleman@smu.eduor 214-
768-2139; or visit the Perkins
Web site at
www.smu.edu/perkins.

Perkins School of Theology,
founded in 1911, is one of five
official University-related
schools of theology of The
United Methodist Church.
Degree programs include the
Master of Divinity, Master of
Sacred Music, Master of
Theological Studies, Master of
Church Ministries, and Doctor
of Ministry, as well as the
Ph.D., in cooperation with
SMU’s Dedman College of
Humanities and Sciences.

waives application fees 
SpouseConnect:
blogsite for the
spouses of ministers

Created by a small group
of United Methodist pastors’
spouses, SpouseConnect
seeks to provide a safe space
for the husbands and wives
of pastors and others in con-
gregational ministry to share
frustrations, joys, concerns,
and ideas with others who
understand.

SpouseConnect was start-
ed because pastors’spouses
too often feel lonely, discon-
nected, and frustrated, and
have no one they can openly,
honestly share these feelings
with.

Co-developer of the
blogsite, Kathy Armistead,

sees SpouseConnect as
reaching out and helping var-
ious categories of persons.
“We’re happy to include all
or any pastor’s spouse not
just United Methodist’s and
not just ordained clergy
spouses. We want to reach
out to the local pastor spous-
es as well.” 

If you have questions, 
e-mail
spouseconnect@gmail.com.

The spouseconnect
blogsite can be accessed with
the following URL:
http://spous
econnect.blogspot.com

We invite you to send yourholiday snapshots and stories now!

The January 2010 edition will feature TAC Christmas memories.

The deadline date is January 7, 2010
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Local Church Ministry Snapshots
In the eyes of God, no one is too small for ministry

By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection
Texas Annual Conference

A church does not have to
be a mega-size church in order
to accomplish big things for
God.  Paul Horton UMC in

Huntsville has a congregation
of approximately 100 members.
The church participated in a big
way in the city’s annual
Christmas event, Journey
Through Bethlehem.

More than 1,700 people
attended, ‘Journey Through
Bethlehem.’The event became
an annual occurrence seven
years ago, when one man felt
the need to get the real message
of Christmas out to the public.
At that time, the charge for
admission was 50 cents per per-
son and it remains so today.  

When asked how the church
got involved in the project, sen-
ior pastor, Rev. Mariann
Wallace responded, “Last year,
some of our church members
attended the event and they
were so moved and excited by
it.  They brought the idea of our
participating in it to me.  I
became excited as well and
attended a meeting about the
event.”  The rest is history.

Several members from Paul
Horton UMC landed actual
roles in the production.  Tom
Smith was very convincing in
the role of Caesar.  Stephan

Magid and Deborah Denham
played strum sticks in the band.
Others in the congregation, as
young as 10 years to 70 years
of age, participated by baking
bread or by serving it in the
Bread Shop in the city of

Bethlehem.
Wallace shares, “As a

United Methodist pastor, I was
especially inspired when I stood
at the manger.  There were real
people with an infant depicting
baby Jesus and that truly
impressed me.  While standing
there, little ‘baby Jesus’began
to cry and he was moving his
little arms.  As the baby cried,
the donkey next to the manger
began moving around and
bayed.  Then Mary reached
over and picked up Jesus and
rocked him.  That was really
something.

“A family who had just left
the park, returned because their
little boy wanted to know more
about Jesus.  When the father of
that little boy knelt down at the
stable and explained all about
Jesus, you could feel warmth in
that place.  I knew the Spirit of
the Lord was in that place.”

Though this was the
church’s first participation in
this annual event, it is not the
first involvement of Paul
Horton UMC in community
outreach.  The church is well
known for the many ways in

which it connects with the
community.  “We have a
prayer blanket ministry,
as well as a bear ministry
for those going through
illnesses or loss,” Rev.
Wallace explains.  “Also,

for the past four years, we have
participated in the monthly
birthday party celebration for
Town Creek Retirement Center.

“Members from the church
prepare and serve cake and ice
cream to the residents in cele-
bration of birthdays.  We also
bring gifts for each person cele-
brating a birthday.”  

There is also the BackPack
buddy program for Coldspring
Independent School District, a
ministry that supplies back-
packs of food on Friday after-
noons to children who receive
free or reduced lunches at
school.

So, a church does not have
to have a large congregation to
conduct ministry to others well.
What is needed is willingness
and commitment, willingness to
reach out to others and a com-
mitment to share God’s love
with the rest of the world.  Paul
Horton UMC has these in abun-
dance.

Bonnie Magid, lay delegate
of Paul HortonUMC con-
tributed to this article.

Top Photo:  Tom Smith (center) who portrays Caesar, enters the city of Bethlehem with his person-
al musicians, played by Deborah Denham (left) and Stephan Magid (right).  The musical instru-
ments were donated by Mr. Blaine Horlocker of Tr enton, Florida.

Middle Photo:  Workers in the Bread Shop in the city of Bethlehem prepare for visitors.

“As a United Methodist pastor, I was especially inspired
when I stood at the manger.  There were real people with
an infant depicting baby Jesus.  While standing there, little
‘baby Jesus’began to cry and he was moving his little
arms. . . Then Mary reached overand picked up Jesus and
rocked him.  That was really something.”

Rev. Mariann Wallace
Paul Norton UMC

Bottom Photo:  Setting the table fora feast.  Anticipating the arrival
of a royal visitor, preparations are being made to welcome him.  All
participants stayed in characterthe duration of the event.


