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Vibrant, growing
congregations

changing lives and
reshaping futures
for Jesus Christ

‘1,000 Boot s’
Churches collaborate for massive mission project to restore Hurricane Ike damaged areas

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Dir ector of
Communications
Texas Annual
Conference

Mrs. Marjorie
Northcutt left her
Galveston home on
September 12, the day
before Hurricane Ike
ravaged the island. After
living with her daughter
for six months in
Lubbock, Northcutt
moved into a trailer
parked on her front
lawn.  Last weekend,
she moved back into her
almost-restored home,
thanks to the help of vol-
unteers from 1,000
Boots.

As the name indicates, the
goal of 1,000 Boots was to
mobilize 500 people – or 1,000
boots – into action to restore
the Gulf Coast community. 

Led by Memorial Drive
UMC Houston, the weeklong
mission also included volun-
teers from First UMC Fulshear,
Christ UMC Sugar Land, St.
Phillip’s UMC Houston and
Chapelwood UMC Houston.

Southwest District
Superintendent Rev. Gail Ford
Smith and South District
Superintendent Rev. Roy James
were among those who rolled
up their sleeves to work for res-
idents such as Northcutt. 

Continued on page 7

Volunteers  from Houston's Memorial Drive UMC working at the Sealy
Pavillion, behind Ashton Villa; this gr oup painted benches and replaced
a lot of wood and trim

New Beginn ings
United Methodists like new

beginnings.  With Advent, we
celebrate the beginning of the
liturgical year.  In January, we
honor the beginning of the cal-
endar year.  In June, we mark
the beginning of the conference
year.  Perhaps the most pivotal
beginning for families with
children at home is the starting
of the school year.

Today, as when I was a
child, preparation for a new
school year is marked by buy-
ing new shoes to replace last
year’s outgrown ones.  Children
look forward to new school
clothes, large enough so that
there is “room to grow.”  I
especially enjoyed writing in a
fresh, spiral notebook whose
cover and pages weren’t dog-
eared and torn by months of
use. 

The beginning of the school
year also marks the time when
most vacations end, and fall
schedules begin.  Families set-
tle into the ordinary routines of

bedtimes and wake-up calls,
study times and work times.  

Across the annual confer-
ence, many of our congrega-
tions have made plans to wel-
come families “back to school.”
Some churches are welcoming
public school teachers by serv-
ing lunch for them one day dur-
ing in-service training.  Other
congregations are purchasing
school supplies and school uni-
forms for needy children in
near-by schools.  Boy Scout
and Girl Scout groups which
reach out to the community are
starting anew. All of these min-
istries are expressions of radical
hospitality embodying Christ’s
welcoming of the children and
those who seek to teach them.

In addition, nearly every
congregation is getting ready to
welcome its own members who
may have been intermittent in
their worship attendance during
summer vacation. Some
churches are having a “blessing
of the backpacks” as part of

their worship services to pray
for their children and teachers.
Nearly all are recruiting and
training new Sunday School
teachers.  Sunday Schools are
celebrating promotion Sunday,
beginning after-school pro-
grams, pre-school programs and
mothers’day outs. A few
churches are beginning a
“tweens” program for pre-teen
children.

Whether we have children
at home or not, the beginning
of school is a pivotal time to
pray for the children, teachers
and staff in our churches and in
our schools.  A prayer in the
United Methodist Book of
Worship comes to mind:

At the beginning of a new
school year, O God of wisdom,

We offer thanks and praise
for the gift of new beginnings
and for the opportunity to learn
and to wonder.

We pray for teachers, stu-
dents, and staff that this year
might be rewarding for all.

Be with us as we face the
challenge of new tasks, the fear
of failure, the expectations of
parents, friends, and self.

In our learning and our
teaching, may we grow in serv-
ice to others and in love for
your world, through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Grace and Peace,

Janice Riggle Huie

Bishop  Huie
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‘About His Father’s
Business’

Houston Area Ministry
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For Children In Foster
Care
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Hospital’

Spotlight On Local
Church Ministries
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A beautiful Cross and
Flame now graces the
entrance to Laws' Chapel
UMC in Atlanta, Texas.

The eight foot, three
dimensional metal cross
was a surprise gift to the
congregation from David
and Devon Savage. 

The grandfather and
grandson team cut the
metal, then welded and
constructed the cross in
David's home workshop.

Grandson Devon Savage
will be a senior at
Arkansas High School in
Texarkana, Arkansas.He
will be a third year weld-
ing student in addition to
his other activities at
school.

The installation and paint-
ing were accomplished in
a two day period. It is a
reminder of the congrega-
tion’s witness to sharing
the love of Jesus Christ in
their 156th year of service.

Law’s Chapel UMC
Has A New Look

Southeast district prep ares for the worst, prays for the best

By Rev. Alan Van Hooser
First UMC Gr oves and 
TAC DisasterResponse
Committee

Preparation is costly but
being caught unprepared can be
deadly. The Southeast District
hosted two preparedness work-
shops rich with information
that they would rather not use
for a while.  

After years without an evac-
uation, Hurricanes Rita,
Gustov, Humberto and Ike
changed the attitudes toward
disaster response training and
planning in the windstorm
counties. Four tough years of
recovery in the Beaumont and
surrounding areas has residents
hoping to take a breath and pre-
pare for future disasters.

Before September 11,
response planning was seldom
heard of beyond emergency
responders. The Homeland
Security office began a push for
better planning and cooperation
between public and private
agencies.  

Prior to Katrina and Rita in

2005, most Gulf Coast church-
es, families and government
agencies were comfortable with
our volatile weather and had a
more relaxed attitude toward
formal response plans. Since
these big storms came ashore,
however, LEPC’s (local area
planning commissions) led by
our county judges, church and
private relief organizations
have switched into high gear
with lots of resources and
multi-agency coordination.  

Since most relief aid comes
from the private sector, our
connection of United Methodist
churches, with UMCOR and
other agencies, has made
response planning a higher pri-
ority too.  

The Southeast district host-
ed UMCOR Early Response
Training (ERT) followed by an
Interfaith Ministries of Greater
Houston Contingency Planning
workshop.  This was a prepara-
tion “boot-camp” of sorts for
congregations in four wind-
storm counties.  

Tom Hulon, Sherry Hulon
and Rev. Chris Norton led 10

churches plus our UMCOR
Recovery workers and Wesley
Center through a process of
practical exercises. Participants
learned the Team’s Mission,
basics of organization, safety
and how to “muck out” homes
and tarp roofs. The District’s
Response trailer and tools were
brought out too.  

The workshop certified 52
participants at one time. Nearly
70 participated at some level.
This is the largest class in the
Texas Annual Conference’s his-
tory and one of the largest ever.  

The second, “HOW-
Business Contingency Plan”
workshop was led by Jennifer
Posten of the Interfaith
Ministries of Greater Houston.
Each church was given a
framework to forge a custom
response plan to meet their
unique needs.  Posten’s presen-
tation was high energy and
interactive.  

The planning involved
much more than weather relat-
ed events.  Fires, violence,
health and legal traumas also
received priority attention.

Eleven congregations with over
40 participants went home with
the tools for better responses to
unforeseeable events.

The UM Volunteers in
Mission covenant, “The min-
istry of all Christians consists
of service for the mission of
God in the world”puts all of
this energy into focus.  The
training and planning per-
formed here are for more than
the sake of the local congrega-
tions.  

These workshops put pre-
pared and energized United
Methodist Christians into inten-
tional ministry for themselves,
their neighbors and beyond.
Southeast District
Superintendent Rev. Dick
White summed it up, “This is a
great turn-out today.  The serv-
ice is vitally needed.  It’s
important to be prepared rather
than wonder what we are sup-
posed to do after something
like this happens.”
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‘About his father ’s business’
Isaac Broune’s 6-week stay in U.S. will strengthen church communications in Cote d’Ivoire

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Texas Annual Conference
Dir ector of Communications

After five-weeks of commu-
nications training in the United
States, Cote d’Ivoire Annual
Conference communicator Isaac
Broune ended his time in the

states with a visit to several
Texas Annual Conference
churches, August 16-19. 

Broune arrived in the U.S. in
mid-July for a media training
hosted by United Methodist
Communications in Nashville
and Ginghamsburg UMC in
Ohio. Using social media such
as Facebook and Twitter for
evangelism was explored; in
addition to learning to create

short videos with handheld “flip
cams.” 

After three intense weeks in
Ohio and Nashville, Broune
headed to Oregon to add radio
operations to his communica-
tions repertoire. Broune is now
prepared to train other radio
operators upon his return to

Cote d’Ivoire.
But before heading home, to

participate in radio station’s
establishment this month,
Broune made a 5-day stop in
Texas. 

Among the churches that
hosted him during his stay were
Holy Covenant UMC Katy,
Christ UMC Sugar Land,
Montgomery UMC, Caldwell
UMC, Chapelwood UMC

Houston, Servants of Christ
Parish Houston and St. John’s
UMC Richmond. These church-
es all had a representative on
the November 2008 net delivery
team.

Miracle multiplication
At Holy Covenant’s two
morning services Broune
testified to the power of
their generous Nothing But
Nets gifts. He also partici-
pated in the children’s ser-
mon and read the scripture –
John 6.

The feeding of the multi-
tude was a fitting text, as
Broune had already noted
the ability of one net to be
shared by more than one
person – thus multiplying

the gifts of those who donated. 
“God took a little, to do a

lot,” said Rev. Stephanie Lind,
associate pastor of Holy
Covenant UMC. Although
speaking of a miracle 2,000
years ago, that sentiment cer-
tainly applied to the miracle she
witnessed while distributing
855,000 nets nine months ago.

“Stephanie was a part of the
team,” said Rev. Jay Jackson,

Holy
Covenant
senior pas-
tor, “but
each and
every one
of us partic-
ipated in
the gifts we
gave.”

Vision of
‘what is
beyond’

That
same night,
Broune
attended an
informa-
tional meet-
ing for
those inter-
esting in
joining the
Christ
UMC Sugar
Land mis-
sion trip to

the Ivory Coast in April 2010. A
spectacular, spirit-filled worship
service rounded out the evening.
“It just seemed natural that we
would do that which unites us
as a people of faith,” said Rev.
Morris Matthis of Christ UMC,
who participated in the net
delivery and coordinated the 3-
day “Nothing But Sweat” bike
ride that raised more than
$120,000 for the cause.

Worship leader Lahonda
Sharp led the Christ UMC
Sugar Land choir in a variety of
African songs; and many were
dressed in ethnic garments. 

Broune preached from the
scripture Luke 2:42-49 (KJV)
and focused on verse 49, “How
is it that ye sought me? Wist ye
not that I must be about my
Father’s business?” He used the
King James Version because of
its emphasis on “being about the
Father’s business” as opposed to
simply “being in the Father’s
house.”

Understanding God’s vision
for one’s life is a necessary step
in being about the father’s busi-
ness. Holding up a white piece
of paper with two colored cir-

cles on it, Broune asked the
congregation what colors they
saw. Throughout the church,
people shouted out the colors of
the circles. “Are those the only
colors you see,” asked Broune,
which prompted people to
notice and name the white of
the paper.

“Sometimes it is not what
we see at first that is important.
It is what is beyond,” Broune
said, as he asked people to con-
sider their “preferred vision for
the future.”  

A local pastor in Cote
d’Ivoire, Broune peeled back
the layers of the body of Christ
– revealing the United
Methodist Church as a part of
that body; and annual confer-
ences, districts and local
churches as a part of the UMC.

“And under it [the local
church], we have you and me,”
he said. “What about you as an
individual member of the body
of Christ? How do you see
yourself being used by God to
transform community? What
kind of resources, skills, time,
talent, do you bring to the table,
for the church to be ‘open

“What about you as an individual member

of the body of Christ?  How do you see

yourself being used by God to transform

community?”
-- Isaac Broune

Isaac Broune discusses Cote d’Ivoire at an informational meeting at Christ UMC
Sugarland.

Bonjour!  Isaac greets the one memberof Holy Covenant
UMC who has visited Cote d’Ivoire.
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The Woodlands UMC p artners with Arrow ministries
to host summer camp s for foster care kids.

David Steely
National Director of
Development 
Arr ow Church & Community
Alliance

Tucked away in the piney
woods north of Houston is a
110-acre camp reserved for chil-
dren in foster care in Texas.
Owned by Arrow Child &
Family Ministries (Arrow), the
Arrow Retreat Center near
Porter has provided a week of
camp experience for over 300
children this summer.  

For most of these children, it
is their first experience in a
cabin and a setting which
includes cookouts, canoeing, a
ropes course and zip line, fish-
ing, swimming, archery, Bible
study, and just hanging with
other children with similar
experiences.   Bicycle and hik-
ing paths meander throughout
the retreat.  In addition, several
rescue horses have found a
home at the retreat and the
campers spend some time get-
ting acquainted with them and
learning how to groom and care
for them.

The camp experience is so
special that on the final day of
each camp the tears swell up in
both adults and children’s eyes
as they bid farewell to each
other.  For one young teenager

who had all but given up hope
of ever being adopted, her expe-
rience is one of a lifetime.  

During a camp in June she
injured her arm in a fall and
went to the camp nurse.  The
nurse was moved by her story
of how she had become
involved with the Texas Child
Protection Services.  She devel-
oped an interest in the teenager
and the nurse approached her
own family about adopting the
camper.  Over the next few days
the nurse’s husband and chil-
dren came out to the camp to
get to know the camper.  It
became a unanimous vote in the
family to ask Arrow to facilitate
the adoption.  

Several weeks later the
adoption process is proceeding
and was placed in the home this
August.   The camper, just 1 ½
years from her 18th birthday
and adulthood, will have a for-
ever family!  Her birth parents
died when she was about five
years old.

Gregory Wysingle, Arrow’s
Region Adoption Coordinator,
said, “This adoption is a mira-
cle.  The chances of a 17 year
old being adopted before they
age out at age 18 of foster care
support from the state is less
than 1%,” he said.  In 2008

Arrow served 1,649 children in
foster care.  Of those, 192 were
adopted by their foster-to-adopt

family.  
Volunteers from The

Woodlands UMC have stepped
up to provide nursing and EMT
services, food services, life-
guards, activity leadership,
housekeeping, counseling, arts
and crafts instruction, supervi-

sion, photography, Bible teach-
ing, and camp management.
Grace Ono, coordinator of the
volunteers, said over 200 had
volunteered for all camps.

After the camp for 9-12 year
old girls in July, meal prepara-
tion volunteer Staci Brady said
her reaction was “no words, just
tears and prayers.”   

“Little Mary”, she said,
referring to one of the campers
said she didn’t want to go home,
“wouldn’t take up much room
and she could teach me to dance
and smile.”  Staci said she was
going to hide in the kitchen for
the up-coming boy’s camp for
9-12 year olds.  “They can’t
prick my heart from there!”   

Sheryl Steely, Minister of
Family Life Ministries at
TWUMC and the camp director,
said the church committed to
partnering with Arrow to sup-
port the camps last year.  The
church started a foster and adopt
ministry called Project

Fostering Hope Today.
Sheryl said the ministry was

created to raise awareness of
foster care, adoption and the
orphans of the world and move
people into action to rescue
children and bring about real
change. “Everyone can help and
our mission is to provide oppor-

tunities for volunteering, men-
toring, making donations, pray-
ing, seeking God’s will to possi-
bly become a foster family
and/or adopting family, and to
provide support and care to cur-
rent foster care case workers
and families,” she said.  “Our
goal is to make a difference one
child at a time.”

The camps are free to the
campers and the financial sup-
port for the four 2009 camps
has also come from The
Woodlands UMC, as well as
donations from individuals.  The
camps are divided by gender
and one each for ages 9-12
years old and ages 13-17 years
old.

Campers not only come
from Metro Houston and sur-
rounding counties, but from the
metro areas of Austin, Dallas/Ft.
Worth, Waco, San Antonio and
East Texas.  Arrow also has
short term residential facilities
in Maryland, and many children

from there were donated airfare
to attend the camps.   A church
youth group from Pennsylvania
is coming in August as a mis-
sion trip to provide volunteer
help.  

Mark Tennant, president and
founder of Arrow and himself a

Pool volleyball, anyone?  Pool sports activities was one of the main attractions at summercamp.
It was an ideal way to exercise and keep cool at the same time.
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Continued on page 5
former foster child, said the
purchase of the camp grounds
nearly 10 years ago was part of
a dream of his to make this
experience available to as many
children as  possible.  Arrow
started in 1992 as a child place-
ment agency and has since
expanded to provide services
for children and families at risk
in California, Pennsylvania, and
Maryland.  Arrow is headquar-
tered in Spring, Texas.   

Mr. Tennant said his experi-
ence as a foster child had been
a positive one because his fos-
ter parents raised him in a
Christian environment.  He has
positioned Arrow as a Christian
ministry and advocate for chil-
dren and families that go

beyond legislated
provisions for fos-
ter care.  

“I want every
kid to have the
experience I had
with my parents,”
Tennant said.  “We
are committed to
promoting and
enhancing the pos-
itive growth of
children and fami-
lies through pre-
ventive, support-
ive, and therapeu-
tic services.”

Arrow created
the Arrow Church
& Community
Alliances Division
to recruit families

for foster care and adoption
from churches, provide church-
es with resources to develop
support ministries to help chil-
dren and strengthen families,
and assist churches in creating
ministries in foster care.  It also
helps raise funds to support the
ministry to provide items such
as clothing, school supplies,
and essential items children
need, above what is covered by
state payments.

A third division, and the
Michael Reagan Center for
Advocacy & Research, con-
ducts research in order to effec-
tively advocate for public poli-
cies that benefit the safety, sta-
bility and well-being of chil-
dren and families, particularly
those served by public and pri-

Relaxing on the lake.  Formost of the children attending camp, this and other
activities was new experience, such as canoeing, fishing swimming, Bible study
and just hanging out with friends.

True blue – the color of choice for local p astor
First UMC, Arp uses a unique motivator for mission and community fundraising

By Rev. David Banks
First UMC Arp

It all started with planning
the final elements of VBS this
year.

Having served a variety of
congregations ranging from
small to large, I can attest to
the fact that many approaches
to VBS have been used in an
effort to increase attendance
and mission participation.

After talking with our VBS
leadership team, we decided on
a goal of $200. It would be a
great accomplishment if we
could get our kids to raise
$200. Collecting pennies,
nickels, dimes, quarters and
dollars would be a goal the
children could understand and
an amount that would register
as “a whole lot of money.”
One child said, “If we raised
$200, we would almost be
rich!”

At the conclusion of our
planning session, I asked, “If
$200 is a great goal, yet a chal-
lenging goal, what would be an
amazingly difficult, but attain-
able goal?” “$500,” was the
response.  

“Okay, if the kids raise
$500, I will dye my hair to
match the “color of the day”
that had the highest atten-
dance.”  “Wait, let’s set it at
$300,” someone else said.  

“I thought you said $500

was a good number, a good
amount,” I responded.  “That
was before you said you would
dye your hair.” Negotiations
ensued until the amount of
$400 was agreed upon.

The first day, our mission
would be to raise money for
school supplies for Arp
Independent School District.

Our second was to create an
image, a drawing of what “We
Care Too” means to them.We
Care Too is an outreach min-
istry that functions as a re-sale
shop and food pantry to the
families that live within the
boundary of the school district
(Arp ISD). Each child was
given paper to begin creating
their image.  

Our final goal was to invite
at least one more person for
our Thursday evening blow-
out, which we called B.A.R.F.
Thursday. (Bring A Real Friend
Thursday). For our last night
we would have an inflatable
obstacle course and jump
house, along with a cookout
that would attract neighbors as
well as kids.

The school district is one
the strongest drivers in the
community of Arp. Athletics,
school projects and student
activity groups consume much
of the free time of the families
and residents.As Arp ISD
partners with the community in

so many endeavors, we decid-
ed that we should give some-
thing back the school district;
and I would be remiss to not
recognize that the
Administration at Arp has
allowed our church to host a
community-wide Sonrise
Service, at the Bill Herrington
Tiger Stadium for the last 2
years.

Also, this past year, as the
weather turned rough, we
moved indoors to the Arp
High School Clark Wayne
Roberts Auditorium.

Tuesday night, we raised
over $100. With that, momen-
tum mounted, bringing in
hundreds of pennies and other
loose change, totaling over
$150 by Wednesday evening.
As we raced into Thursday,
the kids were scrambling to
raise the final amount and
bring the most kids for “Blue”
Thursday.  Then, our very own
Northwest District
Superintendent, Rev. Sandra
Smith, made a donation
towards the final $400 goal.

At 7:30 pm, after more pen-
nies, nickels, dimes and quar-
ters were rolled, the kids all
gathered in the church parking
lot for the final announcement.
The hair would be blue.

Top Photo: Yikes! Rev. Banks is getting a makeover.  

Bottom Photo:  The process is almost complete.  The children at
First UMC Arp raised $400 forVBS, meeting the challenge from
the pastor. 
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‘The wonders of God’ s hospit al’

Top Left Photo: Dr.
Simeon Kashala adminis-
tering immunizations in
the village of Kapanga.  He
has served in this location
for 13 years.

Bottom Left:  Mothers
bring their childr en to the
hospital.  Dr. Kashala’s
ministr y is supported by
covenant relarionships
with churches in the Texas
Annual Conference.

Bottom Right:  Health edu-
cation seminars forthe
community are a regular
part of Dr. Kashala’s
schedule. 

This article is a part of series on
missionaries in covenant rela-
tionships with Texas Conference
churches. To learn more about
partnering with missionaries,
visit ????. 

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Texas Annual Conference
Dir ector of Communications

To understand Dr. Simeon
Kashala’s call to live and serve
as a missionary, he said one
must understand that he was
born in a country that has expe-

rienced a cycle of unrest and
war since 1960.

“Therefore, since my child-
hood, I have seen that people
suffer,” he said. “Then I felt a
call to me in any way to relieve
the suffering of the predomi-
nantly rural population.”

After finishing his medical
studies, Kashala worked as an
assistant at a university and as a
doctor for a copper and cobalt
company. That same year, there
was a call for a doctor to go to
Kapanga, because all expatriate
doctors working in the hospital
were returning home to escape

the war. 
“There were many deaths

due to the lack of a doctor,”
Kashala said. “And no
Congolese doctor had agreed to
go to Kapanga, because
Kapanga is a village. I felt
something telling me to go to
Kapanga. I have now 13 years
in Kapanga and in 2007 I was
commissioned as a missionary
in Ghana.”

Kashala’s ministry is sup-
ported in part by covenant rela-
tionships with churches in the
Texas Annual Conference. 

‘God has protected’
As a physician in a rural

area, Kashala said he lives every
day in “the wonders of God’s
Hospital.” He understands that,
as a missionary, he is a vessel
used by and for God. 

“Through our actions – even
simple – God blesses the work
and gives healing to the sick,”
he said. 

One of his most memorable
experiences occurred about six
months ago, when a young
mother arrived at the hospital in
danger of losing the twins she’d
carried for only six months.

“She had been brought in an
emergency after being informed
of the death of her husband by
drowning in a river where he
had gone fishing,” Kashala said.
“This sad news had triggered
contractions.”

Deciding how to treat the
mother and babies was a diffi -
cult decision, Kashala said: “In
our community, to keep a
months-old baby of 2,000 grams
is impossible because we do not
have incubators.”

“After a short prayer, we
decided to make a Caesarean
section,” he said. “God thank
you, [the mother] and two
babies were left alive. One baby
had 1,750 grams and another
1,600 grams. We’ve kept [the
babies] in boxes wrapped in a
lot of clothes and God has pro-
tected; now, they are fine. It’s
really wonderful for us.”

Life-saving sacrifice
Serving as a missionary can

isolate one from their original
communities or even their fami-
lies. Why does Dr. Kashala con-
tinue to make the sacrifice?

“I have something hard to
describe when I see a woman
with her baby dead, because
there was not a doctor to help
him,” he said. “My older sister
died of anemia after giving birth
in a rural hospital for lack of
qualified personnel. So, I tell
myself that as long as God gives
me the strength, I need to
relieve the suffering of people in
difficulties.”

Among his daily rituals, are
morning prayer and worship
with the hospital staff and some
patients. Health education ses-
sions for the community are also
part of his schedule about three
days per week. 

One thing that’s clear to him
is that the hospital is also a great
place for evangelism. “Because
I have already met several peo-
ple who did not believe in Jesus
before the disease,” he said,
“who believe in Jesus as person-
al Savior and Lord after heal-
ing.”

When asked if there was
anything else he’d like for peo-
ple to know about the work of a
missionary, Kashala lifted up
the power of the United
Methodist connection. 

“We want to demonstrate
that as our church is connection-
al,” he said. “Supporting mis-
sionaries around the world saves
lives and is a factor for [keep-
ing] evangelization alive.”



CROSS CONNECTION                           7AUGUST 21, 2009

‘1,000 Boot s’
Continued from page 1

Like many, Northcutt said
she had homeowner’s and wind-
storm insurance. But she didn’t
have flood protection. “Forty
inches [of water] might not
seem like much, but it can
destroy everything you ever
owned,” said Northcutt, who
lived on the island for 61 years. 

Since her FEMArepresenta-
tive told her about the Texas
Annual Conference Committee
on Relief’s services, teams like
those assigned to her through
1,000 Boots have worked on
every inch of her home from the
trim and baseboards to the
locks, molding and more. 

“When they first came on
the scene, there was nothing but
studs and the cement floor,”
Northcutt said. “There was no
sheetrock on the walls…they
started from scratch. Each group
did something else toward it to
get it to this stage… I can’t pay
them back, but God knows
every drop of sweat.”

Six months of sweat
It took six months of plan-

ning to get 1,000 boots on the
ground. In February, Memorial
Drive UMC staff member,
Franklin Olson, suggested the
idea to the church’s program
director Ellen Lee. Although the
church makes monthly recovery
trips to the Gulf Coast, it had
not undertaken a trip of this
magnitude. The purpose was
simple: to involve more people
in mission and ministry, said
Randy Lee, the lay person who

coordinated the endeavor.
By Wednesday, August 12,

more than 400 volunteers
already had pitched in. “We’re
adding some everyday,” Lee
said. “Some people just show
up…By the end of Saturday we
will exceed our goal of 1,000
boots on the ground.”

The final count:  1,354
boots.  In one week, August 8-
15, the volunteers worked  a
dozen different sites. In addition
to the five homes to which they
were assigned, there was work
to be done at a
Galveston commu-
nity center;
Galilee UMC in
Texas City, the
Salvation Army
and the Galveston
County food bank,
Gleanings from
the Harvest. 

The food bank,
which was
destroyed during
Ike, is relocating
to an old ware-
house that must be completely
restored and remodeled. So far,
1,000 Boots workers have paint-
ed and worked on the ceilings,
plumbing and more at the future
food bank. Among those pitch-
ing in were 35 middle school
and high school students.

“It has been truly amazing.
God has had his hand in this
from day one,” Lee said. “I
knew people would have fun
and relationships would be
developed, but it has far exceed-
ed my goals and what my
expectations would’ve been.”

Giving is the only 
required skill

Memorial Drive member
Claire Montesino is a missions
veteran – having had a variety
of experiences from Habitat for
Humanity to building “trailer
showers” for recovery work
teams.  Why did she sign up for
this project? “I don’t get a
chance to use my construction
skills much. I love working with
people and helping those in
need.”

Most of her restoration
know-how is the result of being
a do-it-yourselfer when it comes

to minor home repairs. “Each
time I do a project, I pick up a
new skill,” she said. “Whether
you come down for one day or a
few hours, there are jobs for
every skill level...  Don’t let
lack of skill hold you back –
there are so many people will-
ing to share and teach others.”

At the start of her 1,000
Boots experience, Montesino
focused on clean out – pulling
out baseboards and sheetrock;
cutting out rotten boards and
pulling “a keg of nails.” By

mid-week, she was learning to
install flooring.

Unlike the volunteers work-
ing at Mrs. Northcutt’s home,
Montesino didn’t have the
opportunity to meet or visit with
some of the folks whom she
served. Her client’s home was
completely
uninhabit-
able; so,
they were
not living in
the area.
But, the
anonymous
sacrifice of
helping a
stranger was
not a prob-
lem for her. 

“I have
been so
blessed in
my life –
I’m just
grateful for
the opportu-
nity to help
someone
else,” she
said. “I
remember
once I had a

flat tire, and a stranger stopped
and changed the tire. I’m just
giving back.”

And the opportunities to
give were not limited to those
who could travel to the island.
Back home, senior citizens were
baking cookies and hand-craft-
ing thank you cards for every
volunteer. Thirty people made
210 sandwiches (in 20 minutes)
to feed work crews, while others
gathered for the daily devotions
that Rev. Suzy Reedstrom,
MDUMC associate pastor, cre-

ated for 1,000 Boots. Overall,
the participants ranged in age
from 6 years old to 80 years old. 

“For so many people, this is
their first time volunteering,”
Lee said. “And I’m so pleased
with that, because now they
know what it is to serve others.

“Having 1,000 boots on the
ground for a week will have a
huge impact. We’ve helped the
Galveston community by spruc-
ing up their city again. They had
a concert Tuesday night at the
same community center, where
we’d just finished painting 51
park benches. Churches like
Galilee UMC in Texas City are
winning people over to Christ
everyday. Maybe we’ve helped
them move along by sprucing
up their church… The home-
owners have a sad story to tell.
But, you can see in their eyes
the hope they have to get back
into their homes.”

Northcutt is among those
with hope and a heart filled with
gratitude. 

“When the first team came
in, and we all held hands and
had prayer, I looked at those
hands, and I thought: ‘Those
hands have been hurt and
scratched – all for someone they
didn’t know,’” Northcutt said. “I
look at these shirts wet with
perspiration and I think: ‘Yep,
that was for me.’And it makes
me thankful to have people will-
ing to help and to give up their
homes for a while for me. I
can’t pay them back, but God
can.”

Mrs. Marjorie Nor thcutt

A group of volunteers from Houston's Chapelwood UMC worked at Lillian Ward's
house in Galveston, Texas.

“When they first came on the scene, there was
nothing but studs and the cement floor.  There was
no sheetrock on the walls…they started from
scratch. Each group did something else toward it to
get it to this stage… I can’t pay them back, but God
knows every drop of sweat.”

Marjorie Northcutt
Galveston, Texas
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Learning Opportunities

Southeast District Leadership
& Education School
Saturday, September 12, United
Methodist Temple, Port Arthur
will host a district leadership
event. 

The theme is, Forming Our
Faith Together. Guest speaker
will be Mary Jane Pierce
Norton, General Board of
Discipleship. There will be 22
workshops for children, youth,
and adult ministries. 

The cost: 25.  Contact south-
eastdistrict@sbcglobal.net for
more information.  

Course of Study Program 
at Perkins
Registration deadline is August
28 for Fall 2009 Perkins
School of Theology Course of
Study.  The classes will be held
on Saturdays, September 12,
October 10 and November 14,
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., Lon Morris
College.

Contact Dr. Jimmie A. Reese,

903-586-4116, jareese@aol.com .
Send the registration fee of $75
with application.   Go to 
http://www.txcumc.org/
09perkinscs for additional infor-
mation.

Grace Life Workshop
Ever struggled with the
Christian life?  Have you ever
wondered why walking by the
Spirit seems impossible for
you?  

Grace Fellowship UMC will
present the, Grace Life
Workshopin the Epi Center
September 10-12.

Thursday and Friday sessions
will be held 7-9 p.m.  Saturday
sessions will be 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Registration cost is $20
(includes materials).  Box
lunches can be reserved for $5.
Registration deadline is
September 1.  

All reservations and payments
should be made online at
www.whatisgrace.org.

Grace Fellowship UMC offers a

variety of prayer groups.  

For more information, contact
DeVona Comley at (281)646-
1903 ext. 151.

Fellowship Opportunities

St. Mar y’s UMC
Celebrates 60 years
“Moving Forward Leaning on
the Lord” will be the
theme of the 60th
anniversary celebra-
tion at St. Mary’s
UMC Houston,
where Rev. Thomas
Walker is the pastor.
The theme scripture
is Proverbs 3:5-6.

The anniversary cel-
ebration begins with
a banquet featuring
the Encore Theater
of Houston. 

The event is sched-
uled for Friday,
August 28, at 7 p.m.,
at the Power Center,
12401 South Post
Oak.  The cost is
$50 for adults; $25

for those age 13-18 and $20 for
children age 12 and younger. 

A worship celebration is set for
Sunday, August 30, at 10:15
a.m. Dr. Elijah A. Stansell Jr.,
Conference Treasurer, will
deliver the message. 

For more information, call St.
Mary’s UMC at 713-747-1150. 

Calling All Boy Scouts
Bishop Crutchfield of the
Arkansas Conference of the
United Methodist Church will
host a Bishop’s Dinner for
Scouting on September 8 at
Williams Memorial UMC in
Texarkana. 

All of the churches in the area
are invited to attend to promote
scouting in your local congrega-
tion. The event will begin at
6:45 pm. 

Food and program with a
keynote address by Bishop
Crutchfield.  For more informa-
tion contact Dr. Danny Wayman
at 903-832-8663.

90th Anniversary 
Celebration for
McKinney Memorial UMC
Sunday, September 27, 4 p.m.,
McKinney Memorial UMC cel-

ebrates a monumental occasion. 

Guest speaker: Bishop Janice
Huie; Clinicians: Chester D.T.
Baldwin and Covenant Glenn
UMC Choir. 

Mission Opportunities

St. Paul UMC Houston Hosts
Blood Drive
August 30 is the date for St.
Paul’s UMC blood drive this
month.  

A Gulf Coast Regional Blood
Center mobile unit will be at St.
Paul’s to accept blood donations
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mission Trip to Cuba
Memorial Drive UMC is
sponoring a mission trip to
Cuba October 16-31.  

The cost is $2,700. The teams
will work to rebuild a small
church just outside Havana and
show Christ's love to the people
of this communist country. 

For more information, contact
Wanda Hilliard,
Tuchill@SBCGlobal.net.

St. Luke’s UMC Offers
Music Programs for
Childr en
Young aviators at St. Luke’s
UMC prepare to take off with

Sunday Sing (children in
grades 1-5) and Sunday Ring
(hand chimes for those in
grades 3-5) music programs
being offered.

Kickoff for fall is on
September 5.  For more infor-
mation, contact Leah King at
713-402-5028 or
lking@stlukes-hou.org.

Recycle Household Batteries
thr ough St. Paul's UMC

St. Paul's UMC in Houston is pro-
viding a means for recycling
household batteries.
Since opportunities to recycle these
kinds of batteries are scarce.  The
church is providing this service as
another way to serve the communi-
ty. 

The first Sunday the congregation
recycled, a 10-gallon bucket was
filled with approximately 35
pounds of batteries. 

The receptacles are located in the
Plaza entrances to the Sanctuary
and Jones buildings at 5501 Main
at Binz/Bissonnet.


