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United Methodist s ‘Change the W orld’. . .
will you help?

Ivorians celebrate radio st ation with hope
By Tim Tanton
United Methodist News
Service

United Methodists showed
how to throw a party with the
daylong celebration of a new
radio station — a celebration so
joyful and energetic that it
could not be dampened by
downpours outside.

“We are happy that God has
inspired the church to build this
radio station to serve the glory
of his name,” Bishop Benjamin
Boni declared, standing outside
the station’s brightly polished
wooden doors March 14.

The station’s name is The
Voice of Hope, and its frequen-
cy is 101.6 FM. The name came
from the 2008 General
Conference theme, “AFuture
With Hope.” The small crowd
repeated the name and frequen-
cy — “La Voix De L’Esperance,
FM 101.6” — three times, con-

cluding with “Amen!”
As the consecration contin-

ued, the Rev. Larry Hollon, top
executive of United Methodist
Communications, uncovered a

large plaque bearing the names
of the station’s key partners:
Boni, Bishop Janice Riggle
Huie of the denomination’s
Texas Annual Conference,

Hollon, and the Rev. Jerome
King Del Pino, top executive of
the United Methodist Board of
Higher Education and Ministry. 

A four-hour worship service
followed next door at Jubilee
UMC, where nearly 1,000 peo-
ple filled the sanctuary and
overflowed into outside seating.
The choir, a praise band and a
brass ensemble created a mighty
sound of soaring French hymns
and music that poured out
through the open windows and
doors. Precious breezes blew
back in, cooling those inside.

Edouard Okoue, the project
coordinator who led the devel-
opment of the station, recog-
nized the dignitaries and over-
seas guests and gave glory to
Jesus Christ for the station. He
thanked the church members
who contributed “beyond what
they had to do.”

Continued on page 4

Listening to Lydie Acquah, director of The Voice of Hope radio
station are, from left, Yao Saki, representing the country's min-
ister of communication; the Rev. Larr y Hollon, top staff execu-
tive of United Methodist Communications; the Rev. Gary
Henderson, director of the denomination’s Global Health
Initiative at United Methodist Communications; and Pascal
N'Guessan Af fi, former prime minister of Cote d'Ivoire. 

A UMNS photo by Tim Tanton

What if … on one weekend
all around the world, United
Methodists came together to
work with their local communi-
ties? What if … as we serve
people locally, we unite global-
ly to eliminate a preventable,
treatable disease that kills one
child every 30 seconds?

On April 24-25, 2010,
United Methodists around the
world are invited to participate
in Change the World, a week-
end event that coincides with
World Malaria Day on Sunday,
April 25. 

Congregations are invited to
schedule a community-based
workday, and use World
Malaria Day sermon starters on
Sunday. A special offering is
encouraged to support the fight

against malaria.
“We all want to see change

in the world and by serving our
local communities, we get to
see that change up close and
personal. But we can also touch
those we do not see and may
never meet. 

“By raising awareness and
funds, we can save lives and
conquer malaria – a disease that
the U.S. has already defeated.”
said Rev. Larry Hollon, chief
executive of United Methodist
Communications. 

Rev. Mike Slaughter, lead
pastor at Ginghamsburg Church
in Tipp City, Ohio, wrote the
book that underscores the event
– “Change the World:
Recovering the Mission and
Message of Jesus.” 

“As the United
Methodist Church, we
have worried too much
about getting numbers
into our churches instead
of getting the people in
our churches out into the
world in relative ways,”
Slaughter writes.“Even
our smallest churches can
have incredible impact
when they leave their
four walls to serve the
needs of their neighbors,
alongside of their neigh-
bors.”

To get ideas or add
your church’s event to

Continued on page 5
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Adoption class to offer step-by-step guidance
Amy Bezecny knows the

struggles and rewards of adop-
tion, first hand. She learned the
old fashioned way through trial
and error when adopting the
first time. As the Bezecnys
begin the process of adopting a
second child, they have a new
perspective – and they want to
help other prospective parents
in the process. 

Amy heads the newly-creat-
ed Adoption Ministry at St.
Luke’s UMC in Houston. St.
Luke’s is offering a 7-week
Adoption Discovery class
beginning April 18 in the
Children’s Chapel at 3471
Westheimer. Each session will
be offered from 4:30-6 p.m. on
Sunday evenings through May
30. 

This educational series will
incorporate insight from DVDs,
workbooks and helpful down-

loads that outline every step for
prospective parents. Most
importantly, it offers encourage-
ment through interacting with
others in the same stage of life.
The only cost for the series will
be a $12 materials cost. For
information on registration, go
to www.stlukesmethodist.org/
adoptionor contact Amy at
713-402-5134. To reserve child-
care, provided for ages 1 and
up, contact Christy Dulaney at
713-402-5054. 

“I hope everyone who has
even been considering adoption
will come to this class, before
getting overwhelmed trying to
figure it out on their own,” she
adds. “There is a double bless-
ing in gaining a new family
member and helping a child in
need.”

Little known
facts about
adoptions: 

Some adoptions can
be completed within
nine months and at no
cost.

Single adults can
adopt.

Adoption helps lower
the rate of high school
dropouts, homeless-
ness, teen pregnancy
and imprisonment.

Who S peaks for the 
United Methodist Church?

On March 23, 2010 Speaker
of the House Nancy Pelosi gave
public thanks to a number of
groups for their support of
health care reform legislation.
Two of the groups were the
Catholic Health Association and
“The United Methodist
Church.” Since then, district
superintendents and I have
received several calls and
emails regarding her statement.

Here is some information
which may be helpful.

• Only the General
Conference, which meets
once every four years, can
speak for the whole United
Methodist Church. The
General Conference met in
2008 and will meet again in
2012.

• For more than 30 years the
general conference has
given strong support to
enabling improved access
to health care for all people.
It has not endorsed one spe-
cific piece of legislation
over another.

At the end of this message
you may read the statement

from Social Principles of
The United Methodist
Church, as found on pp.
117-118 of the 2008 United
Methodist Book of
Discipline. 

• The General Board of
Church and Society is the
agency that has the authori-
ty to advocate public policy
consistent with the values
and statements adopted by
the general conference and
found in the Book of
Discipline. It is my under-
standing that Speaker
Pelosi’s statement actually
referenced advocacy from
the General Board of
Church and Society on
behalf of health care.

Over the years, the United
Methodist Church, acting
through the General Board of
Church and Society and its
predecessor bodies, has been
involved in a number of contro-
versial issues. These include
child labor legislation, anti-slav-
ery legislation, temperance leg-
islation, civil rights legislation,
disability legislation, anti-gam-
bling legislation, and anti-
pornography legislation.

Understandably, its advocacy
has rarely enjoyed the unani-
mous support of United
Methodists.

Other concerns have been
raised about the rhetoric of
some persons who have
opposed the health care bill par-
ticularly in regard to language
that is out of character with
Christian values. Whatever
position United Methodists hold
I believe we can agree there is
no place in our conversation for
racial or gender epithets or abu-
sive language. 

Paul Brown, a graduate stu-
dent at Duke, wrote on the
UMC Facebook site: “Sisters
and brothers, our unity is
grounded in Jesus Christ — not
in the details of health care
reform. As a church that
includes both Hillary Clinton
and George W. Bush as mem-
bers, we are free to disagree on
various social issues, but we
remain united in one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism.” 

I hope this is helpful to you
in conversation.

Grace and Peace,
Janice Riggle Huie

The following statement comes
from Social Principles of The
United Methodist Church, as
found on pp. 117-118 of the
2008 United Methodist Book of
Discipline. 

Health is a condition of physical,
mental, social, and spiritual well-
being. John 10:10b says, “I came
that they may have life, and have
it abundantly.” Stewardship of
health is the responsibility of
each person to whom health has
been entrusted. Creating the per-
sonal, environmental, and social
conditions in which health can
thrive is a joint responsibility —
public and private. We encour-
age individuals to pursue a
healthy lifestyle and affirm the
importance of preventive health
care, health education, environ-
mental and occupational safety,
good nutrition, and secure hous-
ing in achieving health. Health
care is a basic human right. 

Providing the care needed to
maintain health, prevent disease,
and restore health after injury or
illness is a responsibility each
person owes others and govern-
ment owes to all, a responsibility
government ignores at its peril.
In Ezekiel 34:4a, God points out
the failures of the leadership of
Israel to care for the weak: “You
have not strengthened the weak,
you have not healed the sick,
you have not bound up the
injured.” As a result all suffer.
Like police and fire protection,
health care is best funded
through the government’s ability
to tax each person equitably and
directly fund the provider enti-
ties. Countries facing a public
health crisis such as HIV/AIDS
must have access to generic
medicines and to patented medi-
cines. We affirm the right of men
and women to have access to
comprehensive reproductive
health/family planning informa-
tion and services that will serve
as a means to prevent unplanned
pregnancies, reduce abortions,
and prevent the spread of
HIV/AIDS. The right to health
care includes care for persons
with brain diseases, neurological
conditions, or physical disabili-
ties, who must be afforded the
same access to health care as all
other persons in our communi-
ties. It is unjust to construct or
perpetuate barriers to physical or
mental wholeness or full partici-
pation in community. 

We believe it is a government
responsibility to provide all citi-
zens with health care.
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Following is a general out-
line of the agenda for Annual
Conference 2010. It is not
intended to be the complete
agenda, but is a rough outline
of the worship and business.
We are working hard to honor
requests for shorter reports,
more fellowship and learning
opportunities. Please note that
this is the agenda as of our

publication date and is likely to
change. For updates, please
visit the web site, txcumc.org.
At registration, participants will
receive an updated agenda in
their packets.

Sunday, May 30
2-6 p.m. - Early Registration
(Clergy and Lay Delegates) at
Marriott Waterway Hotel
7 p.m. - Celebration of Life at

The Woodlands UMC sanctu-
ary

9 p.m. - Celebration of Life
Reception in Wesley Hall

Monday, May 31
(Meeting Rooms are listed in
Pre-Conference Journal)
7-8:30 a.m. - Boards,
Divisions, Commissions,
Committees, Ministry Teams
meet as called

8 a.m. - Registration of clergy
(at The Woodlands UMC)and
lay delegates (at the Marriott
Waterway Hotel until noon; at
The Woodlands UMC at 1
p.m.)

9 a.m. - Laity Meeting at the
Marriott Waterway Hotel

9:30 a.m. - Meeting of clergy at
The Woodlands UMC

11 a.m. - Lunch Break

1 p.m. - Opening Celebration
for TAC 2010 at The
Woodlands UMC sanctuary

3 p.m. - Annual Conference
business session in The
Woodlands UMC sanctuary

5 p.m. - Dinner break

7 p.m. - Worship Services in
the sanctuary of The
Woodlands UMC, Chapel and
The Loft

Tuesday, June 1
9 a.m. - Annual Conference
business session in The
Woodlands UMC sanctuary

11 a.m. - Retirement
Celebration in the sanctuary

Noon - Lunch break

1:30 p.m. - Bible Study in The
Woodlands UMC sanctuary

2 p.m. - Plenary Session in the

sanctuary

4 p.m. - Free time for visitation
to Displays or visiting

5 p.m. - Dinner break

7 p.m. - Ordination and
Commissioning Service in the
sanctuary

9 p.m. - Ordination and
Commissioning Reception in
The Woodlands UMC Wesley
Hall

Wednesday, June 2
8 a.m. - Morning Bible Study
in the sanctuary

9 a.m. - Annual Conference
business session in the 
sanctuary

10:45 a.m. - Sending Forth
Service in the sanctuary

Noon - End of Conference

Annual  Conference Pre l iminary  Agenda

‘Let  there be water ’
Falvey Memor ia l  UMC blesses c i ty  o f  Wel ls  wi th  f i re  hydrant
By Katie Beran
Falvey Memorial UMC

Falvey Memorial UMC
members believe involvement
in community affairs is part of
the Great Commission. That’s
why the church recently hon-
ored a pledge it made eight
months ago to help the city of
Wells to repair dysfunctional
fire hydrants.

Last July, several members
of Falvey Memorial UMC
attended a regular City Council
meeting.  During the course of
that meeting, the Assistant Fire
Chief mentioned that some of
the fire hydrants in the city
were not working properly, and
that the city did not have the
funds to repair or replace them.

Rev. Joe Beran, Falvey
Memorial’s pastor, later dis-
cussed this with the Assistant
Fire Chief, and was concerned
that hydrants near the school be
given first priority.

When the Administrative
Council of the church found
that one of the “troublesome”

hydrants was in front of the
school, Tillie Young immediate-
ly made a motion, and the
Administrative Council author-
ized the expenditure of church
memorial funds be donated to
the city of Wells for the
replacement or repair of a fire
hydrant close to the school, if
no other funds were available.

Pastor Joe notified the city
that Falvey UMC was willing to
do so. Then, in a recent e-mail
to the congregation, he said, “I
just love God’s timing!  When
we discussed buying a fire
hydrant for the city, I was a lit-
tle disappointed that it did not
get done right away.

“Well, today, while repairing
a leak at the church water
meter, the city crew told C.W.
Williams (past Administrative
Council President) that they had
to replace a hydrant at the
school.  The men said that it
cost $1,700, but that they did
not know how it was going to
get paid. Bingo! C.W. said that
he thought we could and would
step up to the plate on this.”

Rev. Beran called the
city, reminded them of our
pledge to help, and the city
sent the invoice for the repair
of the hydrant to the church.  

Emmitt Smith, current
president of the
Administrative Council said,
“This effort of support by
Falvey Memorial not only
helps to assure the safety of
our residents and the chil-
dren in our school, but helps
to bolster all the improve-
ments that can be seen
around our city.”

The church’s mission
statement is to advance the
kingdom of God through the
spreading of the Gospel, first
to the community, and then
to the world.Being
involved in civic projects
like this is one such way
Falvey Memorial is impact-
ing the community of Wells
and the world for the glory
of God.

Administrative Council Pr esident Emmitt Smith of Falvey Memorial
United Methodist Church in Wells, presents a check forthe new,
bright r ed fire hydrant in front of Wells ISD to John Collins, Wells
Utility Supervisor.

Left to right: Bobby Lewis Wells Utility Assistant, Rev. Joe Beran,
John Collins, and Emmitt Smith.
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Ivorians celebrate radio st ation with hope
Continued from page 1

He commended the station’s
director, Lydie Acquah, who
has led the development of the
staff and programming for the
past four months. “Mrs.
Acquah, you have worked hard
with your team,” Okoue said.
“We put our confidence in you,
and we want to surrender you
to the Lord.”

Acquah embodied the spirit
of the day, dancing to the music
frequently. She urged people to
give to the special collection for
the station near the end of the
service. “The baby is born,” she
said. “The baby needs shoes
and garments.” 

She cited specific needs —
computers, cars, vans, supplies
— and the people responded,
dancing as they placed money
in the offering baskets at the
front of the sanctuary. A shout
of acclamation rang out when a
former prime minister, Pascal
N’Guessan Affi, announced he
was donating a car. Joel Ackah,
an insurance executive and
president of the conference
board of investments, offered
insurance for the building and
car. The day before, his brother,
Emmanuel Auguste Ackah,

ambassador to Ghana and Côte
d’Ivoire Conference lay leader,
had brought a power generator
for the station. 

A visionary step
Throughout the service,

speakers expressed gratitude for
the partnerships that created the
station, and representatives
from the two United Methodist
agencies along with govern-
ment ministers offered words.

Hollon spoke on behalf of
his agency and for Bishop Huie
— flight problems prevented
the Texas delegates from arriv-
ing in time. He reminded the
congregation of the Apostle
Paul’s instructions to the
Philippians, to “provide people
with a glimpse of good living
and of the living God” and to
carry light into the world. 

“What you have undertaken
with creating this radio station
is a very visionary thing to do,”
he said. “It’s a very Methodist
thing to do, to take the good
news into the world. It’s a very
faithful thing to do, to go into
all the world with messages of
hope, healing, peace and recon-
ciliation.

“This is your station,” he
said. “It speaks through your
voice, and it is your voice on
behalf of all United Methodist
Christians. Through it, you con-

vey the message of Jesus
Christ, and you carry the hopes
of all United Methodists.” 

Taking the podium, Ken
Yamada, staff executive with
the Board of Higher Education
and Ministry, noted that the
weather outside the worship
service had changed.

“It is raining,” he said. “God
is joining us in blessing this
radio station.” The congregation
applauded.

Yamada said he hopes the
station will be an important
educational and communica-
tions resource for the people of
Côte d’Ivoire. “The General
Board of Higher Education and
Ministry has already begun
working with Bishop Boni and
Dr. Yed Angoran (advisor to
Boni) on establishing a dis-
tance-education center at the
United Methodist university in
Côte d’Ivoire,” he said. 

The center will link with a
francophone project in Europe,
the North Katanga University in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo and Africa University in
Zimbabwe. “This is another
step in providing essential
resources and infrastructure for
the development of principled
Christian leaders who will

transform Africa and the
world.”

Sharing hope
The station began broadcast-

ing Dec. 24 with a signal that
covers Abidjan, the commercial
capital of Côte d’Ivoire, as well
as towns around the city—an
area with an estimated 3 million
people. 

While broadcasting different
genres of Christian music in
French and English, the station
also offers programming on a
range of topics identified in
audience surveys—spiritual for-
mation, health, school studies,
legal aid, marriage counseling.

The programming reflects a
principle that Boni emphasized
in the service: Evangelism must
address a person’s whole needs.
The work of salvation isn’t
restricted to the soul, he said.
During his communion prayer,
Boni added: “We don’t want to
have a press that divides, but a
press that unites”— one that
advances hope, not despair. 

Hope was evident through-
out the day, as the celebrations
culminated in a three-hour con-
cert that had the United
Methodists dancing until night-
fall.

Members of the Jubilee UMC choircelebrate the opening of the new Voice of Hope radio station.
The worship service followed the consecration of the station next door. 

A UMNS Photo by Isaac Broune

Bishop Benjamin Boni (left), the Rev. Celestin Akaf fou (center) and Lydie Acquah sing outside
the new Voice of Hope radio station in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoir e. 

Boni leads The United Methodist Church in Cote d'Ivoire, Akaf fou is a memberof the station's
management board, and Acquah is the station's director. 

A UMNS photo by Tim Tanton
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United Methodist s ‘Change the W orld’. . . 
will you help?
Continued from page 1

the google world map of the
Change the World activities,
visit www.rethinkchurch.org/
changetheworld. 

The following Texas Annual
Conference churches have
listed their events on the
Rethink Church Web site. Add
your church event today, so
community members can join
in your efforts. 

Cedar Str eet UMC
Get connected.We refurbish
computers and give them away
to school kids. In 2009, the
church of 25 members gave
away 873! Cedar Street also
offers a senior adult computer
class and a beginner’s class for
retraining workers for new jobs
in the workforce. Contact:
revkaren45@aol.com. 

Christ UMC Sugar Land
H.O.M.E. Project (Helping
Others a Methodist
Experience).Volunteers will
donate their time, skills, and
money to repair the homes of
our neighbors on April 24.

Details: http://www.umhome-
project.org. On April 25, Christ
UMC Sugar Land will turn
Sunday school classrooms into
bedrooms and a dining room,
where 11 homeless guests will
live for one week. This is part
of the Interfaith Hospitality
Network and four rotations are
done each year. Contact:
renee@cumcsl.org.

First UMC Humble 
On April 24, First UMC
Humble will work at the
“Family Promise” storage barn
for the belongings of residents
who are in the program, and
paint picnic tables. The church
will also select five homes in
Humble to paint, with the hope
of offering this service annually
or bi-annually. Additionally,
“Bags of Grace” will be assem-
bled and sold to congregation
for $3 each (the cost of materi-
als), so that congregants can
give them to people in need
who are on the streets. Nursery
will be provided for children
whose parents are out working
on projects. Contact:

ald0810@aol.com.

First UMC Mabank
“Sleep Out to Stamp Out.” A
youth-led event, participants
will sleep in simulated impov-
erished conditions and use sim-
ulated bed nets. The malaria
awareness event will also
include “squash a bug” activi-
ties to educate the community
as well. Contact:
AllsnPpps@aol.com.

First UMC Nacogdoches
Service Sundays.April 25 will
be one of five Service Sundays
the church hosts throughout the
year. Folks come to church in
their work clothes, eat a quick
lunch after services, and then
split up to do service projects
in the community. Seven serv-
ice projects are lined up: visit-
ing nursing homes, helping at
the Women’s Shelter resale
store, working in the Love Inc.
warehouse, a beautification
project, helping restore a his-
toric cemetery, exercising dogs
being trained for nursing
homes, and making health kits

and other items for UMCOR.
Contact:
mnwende@gmail.com. 

First UMC Pearland 
God’s Teams.Because of
another scheduled outreach
event, First UMC Pearland will
“Change the World” early on
April 17-18. Four teams will
blanket the community with
God’s love and share the joy of
Christ. Team 1 will work at a
foster care facility on a long-
term project to restore a thera-
peutic group home for kids in
foster care. Team 2 will deliver
donuts, juice and other treats to
local police, fire, EMS stations
and hospitals. Team 3 will
spend the day visiting local
nursing homes. Team 4 will
share treats and conversation
with our community at laun-
dry-mats, car washes, lawn
crews, fast food restaurants, gas
stations, etc. 
On Sunday, April 18, a special
offering will be divided
between Nothing But Nets and
Kidz Harbor, our foster care
facility project. Contact:

lsaia@fumcpearland.org.

First UMC Waskom
Feeding bodies and souls.
Members of this mission-mind-
ed congregation will serve
breakfast to the unemployed
and underemployed at Newgate
Mission in Longview. The
church recently held a baby
shower for AIDS orphans.
Contact: hcjc@eastex.net.

Cokesbury Bookstore -
Houston
Through April 30, help feed the
hungry along with the Houston
Cokesbury store. Bring in non-
perishable food items that will
be donated to a local food
pantry. Contact:
Houston@cokesbury.com.

Visit www.rethinkchurch.org to
add your church’s event.
Afterwards, share news and
photos of the event by emailing
ecolvin@txcumc.org.

Christ UMC youth member Amy Doerr spreads paint and Christ’s Love while

serving the community. Volunteers of all ages participate in Christ UMC Sugar

Land’s mission and outreach programs.

Christ UMC members Dennis Dull and Chris Riggs repair a fence as a part of

the church’s 2009 community service. This is one example of the type of work

volunteers will complete during the “Change the World” weekend.
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Methodist Children’ s Home 
president announces retirement
By Carrie Anderson
Methodist Childr en’s Home
Community Relations Officer

Bobby R.
Gilliam, presi-
dent and chief
executive offi -
cer at
Methodist
Children’s
Home,
announced his
plans to retire during a meeting
of the Home’s board of direc-
tors. 

Gilliam, who has served as
MCH president since 2003, is
battling Parkinson’s disease.
His retirement date will be dis-
cussed with and agreed upon
by the MCH board of directors. 

“I certainly feel sadness
that the effects of Parkinson’s
have led me to this decision,”
said Gilliam, 57. “I wish I had
many more years to serve in
this ministry. However, my
sadness is outweighed by my
great joy at the thought of the
increased opportunities I will
soon have to spend time with
my loved ones and the realiza-
tion of the great honor it has
been to lead this special min-
istry.”

During his tenure as presi-
dent, MCH increased the num-
ber of children in daily care
from 500 to more than 1,400,
strengthened its endowment
fund, added a residential pro-
gram in Waxahachie, and
expanded services offered in
communities throughout Texas

and New Mexico. In addition,
the Home joined the University
of Texas charter school system,
added an athletics program for
youth on the Waco campus and
Boys Ranch, built a recreation
and activities center at its Boys
Ranch, and implemented a plan
to remodel the home units on
the historic Waco campus. 

“As I reflect on what the
Home has accomplished during
my time as president, I am
reminded that God is amaz-
ing,” Gilliam said.
“Opportunities to implement
innovative programs to better
serve children and expand our
services testify that God has
His hand on this special min-
istry. I am also grateful for
our staff members who work
tirelessly to serve the boys and
girls in our care, for the many
benefactors who provide their
financial support to this min-
istry, and for the loyalty and
faithfulness of United
Methodists.”

A native of Robinson,
Texas, Gilliam is the ninth
president in the Home’s 120-
year history. He has served
MCH for more than 30 years
during his child care career. He
joined the staff in 1973 and
quickly rose through the ranks,
serving in a variety of child
care roles at MCH as well as
other agencies. He served nine
years as vice president for child
care at MCH in the 1990s. He
served three years as director
of Mooseheart Operations at
Mooseheart Child City and

School in Illinois before return-
ing to MCH as president in
2003.

Gilliam has earned wide-
spread respect from child care
professionals across the coun-
try. In 2006, he was named
Administrator of the Year by
the Coalition for Residential
Education (CORE) for his con-
tributions to child care at the
national level. As a member
of its board of directors,
Gilliam played an important
role in helping CORE develop
its national standards for resi-
dential excellence. 

He is a member of the
National Association of Social
Workers, the Academy of
Certified Social Workers and a
Diplomat in Clinical Social
Work. He is a peer review team
leader for the Council on
Accreditation and has conduct-
ed workshops, seminars and
training presentations at the
local, state and national levels.
Gilliam earned a bachelor's
degree in sociology from
Baylor University and a Master
of Social Work from the
University of Texas at
Arlington.

Gilliam and his wife, Linda,
have three children: son, Luke,
and his wife, Jennifer, and
daughter, Caroline, of
McKinney; and daughters
Rebekah Gilliam of Austin and
Leah Gilliam of Mesquite.
Gilliam’s parents, Bobby Joe
and Roma Gilliam, live in
Robinson, Texas.

Native American
Ministries Sunday

Native American
Ministries Sunday recog-
nizes and supports the con-
tributions of Native
Americans to church and
society and will be celebrat-
ed April 18. 

The special offering nur-
tures mission with Native
Americans and provides
scholarships for United
Methodist Native American
seminarians. It also allows
the United Methodist Church
to launch and strengthen
Native American ministries,
both urban and rural, and to
recruit and prepare Native
American pastors.

In the Texas Conference,
the Committee on Native
American Ministries hosts a
Third Sunday Fellowship at
St. Mark’s UMC (Patterson),
which features speakers from
around the country, including
the Oklahoma Indian
Missionary Conference. The
225 United Methodist
churches, fellowships and
ministries serving Native
Americans stretch from the
tip of Florida to the top of
Alaska. 

United Methodists
observe Native American
Ministries Sunday — one of
six churchwide Special
Sundays with offerings —
on the Third Sunday of
Easter (two weeks after
Easter). However, congrega-
tions are welcome to cele-
brate Native American
Ministries Sunday on any
date that works for them.
Contributions may be made
anytime during the year. 

Where the offerings go
Annual conferences keep

50 percent of the offering to
develop and strengthen
Native American ministries
within each conference. The
conference Committee on
Native American Ministry
(CONAM) administers these
funds. 

The other half of offering
receipts provides scholar-
ships for Native Americans

attending United Methodist
and other approved schools
of theology, and is distrib-
uted through the General
Board of Higher Education
& Ministry. 

The special offering con-
tinues to bless Native
American churches with
grants to purchase hymnals
and Bibles, strengthen chil-
dren's ministries and reno-
vate buildings for handicap
accessibility. Many annual
conferences use part of the
offering to fund their
Committee on Native
American Ministries
(CONAM), which enables
conferences to be active,
engaged and responsive to
Native American tribes,
reservations, communities
and families within their
boundaries. 

Contributions critical
Contributions are critical

to assist the denomination in
honoring its commitment to
ministries that support more
than 20,000 Native
Americans. 

Drop donations in your
church offering plate (with
checks earmarked: Native
American Ministries
Sunday). Or, give online at
www.umcgving.org and
click on “Donate” at the top
of the page. Online dona-
tions can be credited to a
specific church or confer-
ence. 

For stories, worship helps
and other information, go
online to
www.umcgiving.org. To
order resources, click on
“Store” at the top of the
page.

Holy Week Devotions

If you missed any of Bishop Janice Riggle Huie’s devotions
during Holy Week, visit http://www.txcumc.org/holyweek. 

Allow these short audio files to encourage and guide you on
your journey to live as Resurrection Christians.

Bobby R. Gilliam
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Ministry Snapshots
Mwangaza Chi ldren ’ s  Choi r  to  per form at  
St .  Luke’ s  UMC in  Houston
By Sally Penning
Assistant Director of
Communications

St. Luke’s UMC is proud to
host Mwangaza Children’s
Choir at a concert on Thursday,
April 22 at 6:30 p.m. This
remarkable group of 22 talented
children range in age from 7 to
13 and tour on behalf of Africa
Renewal Ministries. They share
their message of hope through
song and dance and perform
original Ugandan music.

The members represent the
many orphans and children
struggling to survive in Uganda.
They come from diverse and
troubling pasts, yet serve as

ambassadors
for the many
children in
Uganda who
need help to
rise out of
poverty and
devastation to
gain educa-
tion and a
support sys-
tem.

Several
St. Luke’s
members and
resi-
dents,
includ-
ing,
Linda

and Mark Evans,
Laurie and Steven
Noteboom and
Karen and Trevor
Turbidy, served as
host families for
members of the
choir when they
were recently in
town. Moved and
inspired by the
children, and anx-
ious to share the
experience, they
arranged for the
choir to return to

Houston. “These chil-
dren are so full of the
Spirit, they glorify God
through their song and

dance,” commented Karen
Turbidy. “Their performance is
incredible, completely inspiring,
I encourage everyone to come
see the Mwangaza Children’s
Choir.”

A reception and opportunity
to meet the choir members will
be held following the perform-
ance. St. Luke’s UMC is locat-
ed at 3471 Westheimer at
Edloe. 

There is no charge for the
concert although a “love offer-
ing” will be taken for the choir.
For more information, contact
Julie Ellerbrock, Director of
Children’s Ministries at 713-
402-5040.

Pictured in the centerare choir members Rodrig Tumwebaze
(10), Robert Odida (11), Denis Musinguzi (11) with hosts Vivian
Turbidy (3), and Collin Turbidy (6)

United Methodist W omen celebrate a spiritual 
journey in p assionate worship
By Joyce Moore
Texas Conference United
Methodist Women
Spiritual Gr owth Coordinator

The Texas Conference
United Methodist Women cele-
brated their annual spring
retreat in March at Lakeview
Conference Retreat Center.  The

theme for the event was,
Passionate Worship.

The retreat began with a
praise and worship service in
the Peace Chapel.Participants
were blessed with hymn singing
led by Reggie Clemons, song
leader and piano accompanist,
Greg Wiggers.   The service
was enhanced through beautiful

expressions in sign language by
Wandalyn Shanklin-McLean.
Pastor Jacqui King delivered
the sermon, using Matthew
22:37-39; Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, all
your soul, and all your mind
and love your neighbor as your-
self. 

Romans 12:1-2 was the
focus for keynote speaker,
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie  “We
must offer our lives as a living
sacrifice to the Lord.   Our
behavior should be acceptable
to God and lived out in our
daily spiritual worship,” said
Bishop Huie.  

An “In Remembrance” can-
dle lighting celebration was led
by the District Spiritual Growth
Coordinators.  A special time in
the service was designated as a
candle was lit for the deceased
women in each district.
Beautiful memorial tables were
decorated in memory of
beloved United Methodist
Women who are no longer with

us. They were faithful and com-
mitted to the mission of United
Methodist Women.

Focus groups were also a
part of the retreat. In keeping
with the theme, the workshops
offered the participants new
ideas for passionate worship.
The focus groups leaders were:
Rev. Kiboko, Rev. Tune, Rev.
Reedstrom, Rev. King, Rev.

Denison, Rev. Dawson, Rev.
Cadar, Becky Oates and
Wandalyn Shanklin-McLean.

All were blessed by the
word preached, the songs sang,
music played, prayers prayed,
language and words signed, fel-
lowship experienced, and the
spirit-filled workshops.  Plans
are underway for next year’s
event.

Wandalyn Shanklin-McLean uses sign language as a part of the
worship experience.

Meet and greet time.  Participants renew old acquaintances
and make some new friends during the  Friday evening
worship service.
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Send Spo tlight submissions t o:

t helma j@me t hodis ts.ne t or call 7 13-52 1-9383

Fellowship Opportunities

F.O.A. M. Spring Retreat:
Hidden Tr easures
The 61st Texas Conference
Senior Adult Retreat is sched-
uled for April 20-22 at Camp
Allen Conference Center. The
theme will be “Hidden
Treasurers.”

The program will feature
keynote speaker, Rev. Nancy
Kellond; Bible Study leader,
Rev. Velosia Kibe; and music
leader, Rev. David Henry.

The retreat center is located just
an hour northwest of Houston.
The cost is $160 per person
which includes lodging, meals,
programs and activities.

Brochures and registration
forms are available from Mary
Magnusson, 281-361-9298 or
her email,
dandmmag@cebridge.net, or
from Dorothy Fontana, 713-
402-5031 or her email,
dfontana@stlukes-hou.org.
The retreat is sponsored by the
Conference’s Fellowship of
Older Adult Ministries. It will
be a wonderful time and a great
time of the year to be on a
retreat.

Rev. Thompson to Retire after
30 Years
at St.
Paul’s
All of St.
Paul’s
family and
friends are
invited to
a barbecue on April 18 to cele-
brate Rev. Terry Thompson’s 30
years of ministry and to wish
him and his wife Linda the best
as they look forward to his
retirement in June.

The celebration will begin with
Rev. Thompson preaching at all
three worship services that
morning – 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05
a.m. – which is exactly the 30th
anniversary of his appointment
to St. Paul’s.
Barbecue with fixings and a
vegetarian option will be served
on the grounds at 12:15 p.m.
Add to the festivities by bring-
ing a dessert to share, if you
like. RSVPfor the dinner by
calling 713-528-0527. Be sure
to state if you prefer vegetarian
or if you’re bringing dessert. A
voluntary contribution of
$10/person or $30/family of
four or more is suggested for
the meal — payable at the
meal.

Spring Tea
Saturday, April 24, 2 – 4 p.m.,
Rose Hill UMC will host its
annual Spring Tea.  Angela
Lovelace, 832-492-1528.
Speaker and singer Shannon
Perry will present, “Goody Two
Shoes,” an exciting, fun, faith-
filled production for women to
learn the powerful truths of
God’s Word and how to practi-
cally apply them to real life. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and
$5 for children ages 5-10.
Children age four and under are
free. Rosehill UMC is located
at 21022 Rosehill Church Rd.,
Tomball, 77377.  For more
information, visit the website, 
www.shannonperry.com. 

Learning Opportunities

Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University Comes to
Mission Bend UMC
This life-changing program
teaches you to achieve your
financial goals by eliminating
debt, saving for the future, and

giving like never before.

You will be challenged and
motivated to make a plan for
your money and change your
family tree forever! FPU con-
sists of a 13-week video cur-
riculum that will begin June 3
@ 7:00 pm and is taught by
financial expert Dave Ramsey
that incorporates small-group
discussion to encourage
accountability and discipleship.

FPU is highly entertaining for
everyone, with a unique combi-
nation of humor, informative
financial advice and biblical
messages.The cost for the
materials is $95 per individual
or couple. For more informa-
tion or to register, go to
www.mbumc.org or contact
Mickey Ellis at
altamesa1@comcast.net.

Mor e Guidance, Less
Discipline
St. Paul’s School is providing a
parent education workshop by
Dr. Kathryn Jenkins, who
explore with parents techniques
that allow them to use more
guidance with their children and
less discipline.

The free workshop will be from
1 to 2 p.m. Thursday, April 22.

Jenkins will share simple strate-
gies for raising caring children
as the group discusses the use
of unconditional love to
enhance mutual respect, reason-
able expectations, and appropri-
ate consequences. 

For more information about the
workshop, including childcare
during the workshop, contact
St. Paul’s School at
spschool@stpaulshouston.org
or 713-528-6779. 

The Owner’s Manual to Your
Brain
A seminar based on “The
Owner’s Manual to Your Brain
for Family and Life Success”
will be held April 24, 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. in Fondren Hall at
St. Paul’s UMC Houston.  

This exciting and cutting edge
seminar will teach you how to
take charge of your mind, and
also focus on helping parents
learn how to raise successful
children.

Kershaw is a licensed psycholo-
gist in private practice and co-
director with Wade of the
Milton H. Erickson Institute of
Houston. Wade is a licensed
marriage and family therapist
and a professional counselor,
holding supervisory status with
both licenses. Both are widely
published and have received
numerous professional acco-
lades.

For more information about the
$35 seminar or to register,
please see
www.mhehouston.comor call
Dr. Kershaw at 713-529-4588. 

Mission Opportunities

Layette Kits Needed
Many women do not have
swaddling clothes with which
to welcome their child into the
world.  Layette kits provide
basic supplies for their baby's
needs.

Layette Kit Assembly &
Shipping Instructions
Layette Kit Items Value: $35
per kit
6 cloth diapers 
2 shirts or 2 one-piece body
suits 

2 baby washcloths 
2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins 
1 sweater, open in the front 
2 receiving blankets 
Bundle the items inside one of
the receiving blankets and
secure with the diaper pins.

All items included in kits must
be NEWitems.

All emergency kits are carefully
planned to make them usable in
the greatest number of situa-
tions. Since strict rules often
govern product entry into inter-
national countries, it is impor-
tant that kits contain only the
requested items-nothing more. 
Do NOTinclude any personal
notes, money or additional
materials in the kits. These
things must be painstakingly
removed and will delay the
shipment. 

Packing The Kits
Box Weight: Each packed box
cannot exceed 66 pounds. 

Shipping The Kits
Complete 2 packing lists - one
for your records and one to put
on the shipping box. 
Paste the shipping label / pack-
ing list on the outside of each
box you send. The shipping list
helps the depot to quickly
process kits. 

Processing & Shipping Costs:
Please enclose an envelope con-
taining at least $1 for each kit
you send. This donation enables
kits to be sent without delay to
areas in need. For Cleaning
Buckets: $1.50.


