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A new “Jesus House”

Texarkana to Texas City: Sunday
celebrations abound with God'’s grace,
while bringing new friends to Christ

One of my
favorite stories
is found in
Mark’s gospel
\ about the four

x/

"Q friends who

" knocked a hole
in the roof of the house in
which Jesus was staying, in
order to bring their friend to
JesusWhen Jesus healed the
friend, he got up from his mat
and walked. It was a transfor
mational moment for everyone.
People were amazethey glo
rified God, saying, “W've
never seen anything like this!”
Around the conference
Sunday September 14, a num
ber of United Methodist cen
gregations celebrated the wor
ship of God in new settings.
Most of those congregations
had taken significant risks —

akin to knocking a hole in the church is a sign of Resurrection

Cross Connection

a TexasAnnual Conference publication
an edition ofThe United Methodist Reporter

consecrate a newly-relocated
St. Paul United Methodist
Church in Bridge City After
Hurricane Rita severely dam
aged their sanctuargffices
and educational building four
years agoyValgreens$ drug
store made an far to purchase
the property However no one
knew whether the town itself
would fully re-build and regain
the population it lost.The
whole town was struggling
economically

This courageous congrega
tion wanted to create new
places for new people and to
pass on their faith to future
generations.They decided to
relocate and build a new faeili
ty. A year ago, Hurricane lke
flooded the entire community
causing even more destruction.
The beautiful new SPaul

roof of a house — to bring newfor the whole community

friends to Jesus in a new place
or community

As I've listened to reports
from superintendents and pas
tors todaythey have told sto
ries of how the presence of the
Risen Christ was experienced
in powerful ways by hundreds
of people. The transforming
power of the Holy Spirit
moved among them. People
glorified God, saying, “W've
never seen anything like this!”

Grace Outposts
I, myself, was honored to

Ruling of Law Update

In accordance to Judicial
Council procedures, Revim
Foster has responded to the
Bishop’s Ruling of Law which
he requested at the 2088nual
Conference. Bishop Huie has
submitted a final follow-up
response.

Yesterdays worship was a
great celebration with over 340
people glorifying God in a
beautiful new facility

One year ago yesterday
Hurricane Ike flooded the sanc
tuary, fellowship hall and class
rooms of Seabrook UMC with
six feet of waterYesterday
they worshipped for the first
time in their newly-relocated
facility. This congregation had
made the decision to move
prior to the hurricane and had

Continued on page 4

The Judicial Council will

because we're
people of faith’

‘We're a people of |

Label Area
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Fire destroys St. John’s UMC Texas City

By EleanorL. Colvin
TexasAnnual Conference
Dir ector of Communications

“The agonizing experience of

First UMC Texas City In addi
tion, other programs like their
Angel Food Ministries are cen
tinuing uninterrupted, with deliv
eries taking place in the church

watching your church burn to the parking lot.

ground cannot be expressed in
words,” said RevTom Crowe,
nearly one week after a fire con
sumed & Johns UMC Texas
City on September 10.

Although the structure is
irreparable, the spirit of its mem
bers is not damaged. Symbolic-
ally, the churcls steeple and
cross also withstood the blaze in
which no one was injured.

“The people of & Johns are
coming together in a strong way

consider the issue of whether theto witness to their faith in Jesus

Core Leadershigeam acted
within its authority when it
approved the Center for Cigr
Excellences Early Retirement
Incentive Program (ERIPT.he
council meets October 28-31.

All case documents are avail

able at: wwwixcumc.og/rule
oflaw613.

Christ,” Crowe said. “In the
midst of many cares and memo
ries shared....has come the
strength of spirit and hope and
the power of love in this strong
congregation.”

The church family and sup
porters prayed on site while the

Demolition has begun, and so
have the plans for rebuildingo
help, make checks payable tb S
Johns Capital Fund, and send to
Texas First Bank iffexas City or
to the South District Gite, PO.
Box 1456, PasadenaX, 77501.

Hundreds of churches, pastors
and laity throughout the connec
tion already have sent love,
prayers and generous donations,
the pastor said.

No stranger to disaster
Crowe, who was appointed td. S
Johns in June, spent the last
seven years at First UMC
Winnie, where he said he experi
enced two hurricanes. “From
tragedy the church will find its
identity strengthened,” he said.
“We are a sad people, we are a
thankful people, we are a hopeul;

church was burning and gatheredand our hope rests in God.”

three days later for worship at

The United Methodist Reporter (USPS 954-500) is published weekly by UMR Communications, 1221 Profit Drive, Dallas Texas 75247-3919. Periodicals postage paid at Dallas Texas and additional mailing
offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to The United Methodist Reporter. PO Box 660275, Dallas Texas 75266-0275.
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Missionaries Bill and Jeri Savuto’

Missionaries Bill and Jerri
Savuto will travel throughout
Texas and Oklahoma this fall

sharing their testimonies of min

istry at the Maua Methodist
Hospital in Kenya.

Their ministry receives sup

port from local churches with
whom they are in Covenant
RelationshipVisit with the

Savutos at one of the following
events. Qrto learn more about

supporting missionaries, visit
www.advancinghope.gr

Septemberl2
NW District UMW Meeting
(Jerri Savuto)

Septemberl3

Chandler UMC (Jerri Savuto)

Pollard UMC (Bill Savuto)
Athens UMC

Septemberl4
Marvin UMC

SEPTEMBER 18, 2009
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Septemberl5
Payne Springs UMC

Septemberl6
Lake Palestine UMC

September20
Mabank UMC
First UMC Jacksonville

September24
St. Andrews UMC Plano

Seotember26
Travel to Houston area

September27
Clear Lake UMC
Friendswood UMC

September28 - Octoberl
Noel Denison is coordinating
schedule for churches not in
Covenant Relationship with
Savutos

October 2
Travel toWaco

October 3
CentralTexas Conference
Meeting (Jerri Savuto)

October 4.

<. Luke's UMC Houston
(Bill Savuto)

Missouri City UMC

(Jerri Savuto)

Tomball UMC

October 6
UM Service Center Service
UMW of Chapelwood UMC

(Jerri Savuto) at 10:30 a.m.

Sunset UMC Pasadena

October 7
Westbury UMC

October 11
First UMC Conroe
First UMC Baton Rouge

for AIDS orphans.

2008.

S speaking tour

October 12
Travel to Houston area

October 13
Chapelwood UMC

October 17
Southeast DistricAnnual
Meeting in Jasper (Jerri Savuto)

October 18
Livingston UMC
Strawbridge UMC

To contact the Savutos, send an
e-mail to:savuto@maf.oke.

Top Left: Bill Savuto plays with a child during a picnic

Top Right: Jeri Savuto greets the grandmothers oAIDS
orphans aided by Maua Methodist Hospital.

Bottom Left: Childr en in front of new house built July

Image by: Jerri and Bill Savuto

Source: Mission Education
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Mount ain T.O.P. experiences

Wanted

Information identifying these persons

The responsibility of the Commission Archives and
History is to preserve historical information of the
Texas Conference.

This photo, taken at the Lakeview Conference Retreat
Center was found by DrFaulk LandrumArchivist for
the Conference.

If you can identify the persons in the photograph; con
tact Dr Faulk Landrum atThe Commission on
Archives and History800 CollegéAvenue,
JacksonvilleTexas 75766, or flandrum@netscape.com.

Texas Annual Conference extension minister heads Tennessee Outreach Project

By Brant Mills
Web Content Manager
TexasAnnual Conference

Rev
. Edward
Simmons
= can trace

. his current
extension
ministry
appoint
ment back
to becom
ing a char
ter member of Holy Covenant
in Katy Texas. An active lay
person at the church from the
beginning, it was there that he
says he first felt the stirrings of
ministry. “It hit home during a
Disciple Bible $udy... as it
has with many others,” he said.

Simmons used his training

his church as the building cem
mittee chair He began work
ing in full-time church adminis
tration and spent 8 years at
First UMC Houston, and later
served Cypress UMC and
Memorial Drive UMC.

After becoming a Diaconal
Minister in the late ‘90s, he
transitioned to Deacon when
the discipline changed in 1997.
As an extension minister to the
TexasAnnual Conference,

Simmons is now appointed as MountainT.O.PR calls itself
Executive Director at Mountain an “Interdenominational
T.O.P. Ministries inTennessee. Christian Mission, dfliated

involved in our summer serve. “During the night, we
camps.” have programs for campers that
Simmons noted that they  come in.We try to take them

(T.O.P stands foifennessee with theTennessee Conference host youth groups and camps on a spiritual journey to cen
Outreach Project.) of the United Methodist Church yearround and added that they nect their service to their faith
Simmons says his relation and dedicated to rural life min are “primarily a service project through devotionals and wor

ship with MountainT.O.P goes istry, in the Cumberland
back to Holy Covenant. He Mountains ofTennessee.”
took a group one year that had Headquartered in the third
such a good experience, he  poorest county ifennessee,
continued taking groups every Simmons described the area

summer for several years. they serve as having “a lot of

“W e look at ourselves as a minisyrthat
does moe than just meet the everday
needs of the peopleWe are also developing
leadership roles in individual work teams.”

Rev. Edward Simmons

Executive DirectarMountainT.O.P Ministries

ministry. We involve young ship they participate in each
people in poverty relielYouth  day Everything has a spiritual
groups are put in work teams faith-based focus.”
and work in low income or no “We look at ourselves as a
income houses. Before they  ministry as more than just
come, we ask each church to doneeting the needs of the peo
a series of prep exercises and tple. We are also developing
talk about cultural background leadership roles in individual
and do safety training.” work teams. Our sthfjoes
There are churches from thethrough training on how to lead
TexasAnnual Conference who groups, facilitate Bible studies
regularly participate in the min and get construction experi
istry. Simmons described the enceWe are focused on buid
work they do as being “very  ing new Christian leaders
similar to what UMARMY through our stdf’
does inTexas, but instead of MountainT.O.Phas used a
housing in churches, we have fish hook as its symbol for 34

“Whether it was during my lay need, no tax base and no industwo camps and run ministries yearsAt the end of camp on
as an accountant and helped ouwareey or after in ministry| try.”

always had a strong connection  They work with about 700
with youth.” He added that he families in their service area.
enjoyed “watching the light go Simmons said “there is one
on and seeing how their lives family our adult ministry has
were changed... and them see been working with for 10
ing there was more to life.” months: a husband, his wife
When the aganizations and three small kids living in
founder retired in the fall of an old minels shackWe've lit-
2005, the board asked Simmonegrally been rebuilding it from
if he would be interested in the ground upTo watch the
being executive directoHe relationships grow has been
began the appointment in 2006 .fun. Two of the girls were

outside of that.” Friday night, during the last
Churches come from aroundworship as a communitgach
the country and work on home camper is given a little fish
repairs in the area. Simmons hook as a symbol of their cem
said they also have special mitment.” It also serves a
needs camps for kids in the reminder of Matthew 4:18-20,

community and dferent where Jesus calls two of the
church groups or youth groups disciples and invites them to be
host them. “fishers of men.”

He added that they look at To learn more, Rev
the physical and spiritual needsSimmons, at: 931-692-3999,
of those who come as well as EBS712@aol.conor
meeting the needs of those theywww.mountain-top.a.
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A new “Jesus House”

Texarkana to Texas City: Sunday celebrations abound witl

Continued fom page 1

purchased property which the continuity of the old with
would help them create a new the newthe congregation
place for new people. incorporated the windows into
Dr. Roy James, superinten-the new sanctuaryBill reports
dent, wrote, “The place was that more than 600 celebrated
packed, with standing room  a day of resurrection for
only. PastoiTony McCollum  Hardy.
told the story of their journey Last, but by no means
andWesleys prevenient grace, least, LivingWater UMC, one
justifying grace and sanctfy  of our new churches, ficially
ing grace. He called their new chartered yesterday with a
place, “Grace Outpost,” sayingpacked crowd of more than
they were now a “mission cut 200 in an elementary school
post.” They even took up a  auditorium. Their mission is
second dering for their sister “serving living water to a
church, $ Johns UMCTexas thirsty world.”
City. Pastor Ed Jones reminded
St. Johns UMC, meeting  the congregation that yester
at First UMCTexas Cityhad a day was the church'third
great day of hope and new  anniversaryand lifted up
beginnings following the fire. Living Water's beginning: five
The folks from FUMC are people gathered in a deé
providing hospitality and shop believing that God had a
space in amazing ways. Otherplan for a new congregation in
congregations are reaching outhe Lakes of Savannah cem
to support themWith the munity inWest Pearland.
leadership of Pastdrom Pastor Jones preached about
Crowe and Lay Leader Gary “breakthroughs,” telling of the
Scroggins, thetSJohns con  Spirit's power to breakthrough
gregation has built a “faith into individual lives and to
driven agenda” that will lead build a new community
them into a future of resurrec Stories and pictures about

tion. these congregations are found
in Cross Connection and on
Spirit br eakthroughs the web site. | hope you will
Superintendent Billaylor  join me in thanking God for
joined with the Hardy vision, witness and willingness

Memorial UMC to celebrate  of these congregations to make

their relocation and new facili major changes in order to

ty in Texarkana. Interestingly bring people to Jesus Christ.

he was superintendent during When | think of the destruc

the late 1990s when they tion we witnessed a year ago,

decided to relocate. In the and the resurrection | experi

intervening years, they have enced yesterday can say

bought property and drawn  only, “Glory to God. We've

plans, then sold the property never seen anything like this.”

and relocated. All'in all, Sunday was a
All this effort has been very good day for the reign of

made to “knock a hole in the God.

roof to bring their friends to

Jesus.” The Hardy congrega Grace and peace,

tion is a historic church dating Janice Riggle Huie

back to the 1880s. Its stained

glass windows tell the story of

Jesuslife—beginning with his

birth and continuing through

the resurrectionTo symbolize
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1 God’s grace, while bringing new friends to Christ

Southwest District Superintendent RevGail Ford Smith and Dr. Waddleton, Director of the
Center for Congregational Excellence celebrate the chah charter with Pastor Ed and Sylvia

Jones.

From devastation to celebration.

The damage wought by Hurricane Ike is depict
ed in these photographs. Seabok UMC needed
major repairs after the hurricane dumped six
feet of waterin the sanctuary and fellowship

hall.

This year, on the anniversay of Hurricane lke,
Seabrook celebrated its first worship service in a
new facility. Rev Tony McCollum named the
new place,Grace Outpost

<. John’s UMC (photo at the bottom left) in
Texas City sufered heavy damage hwught
about by a fire.

Keep up with 8. John’s UMC news at
www.twitter.com/8JohnsUMCTC. Or, join the
Facebook goup “St John's UMC Texas City” at
www.facebook.com

“When you pass tlough the
waters, | will be with you; and
when you pass thugh the
rivers, they will not sweep over
you. When you walk tbugh

the fire, you will not be

burned; the flames will not set
you ablaze.

For | am the Lod your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior”

Isaiah 43:2-3
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Local Church Ministry Snapshots

Free backp acks are a
blessing to area schools

‘Giving back’ is the focus of new
project for First UMC Freeport

Scraping and preparing for the new coat of paint. Youth from S. Peters UMC and
Lakewood UMC make good use of the sciid in repairing Salem UMC in Tomball.

Fulfillment of a dream
St. Peter’'s UMC Katy and Lakewood UMC are the answer to
the prayers of Salem UMC in Tomball

A new window unit air
conditioner donated by
Lakewood was installed as

By Sandra Roberson
S. Peters UMC Katy

ing inside one room of the
church and a new air condi
tioner for the sanctuary
Youth teams from both
churches teamed up and had avided by $. Peters — what a
warm, challenging three days great connectional fefrt.
of hard work! During three The final touch was to put
days of scraping, painting,
ceiling repair and wheelchair
ramp repairmany in the
Tomball community stopped
125th anniversarylt was to by to thank the youth and their 125 years of ministry
have a fresh coat of paint on leaders for working on the
the church; repairs to the ceil church.

Capping of an extremely
exciting summerLakewood
UMC youth joined the youth
of S. Peters UMC, Katy for a
memorable mission project.

Pastor Dorothyferry of
Salem UMC,Tomball, had a
dream for the congregatian’

front of the church and cele

By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection
TexasAnnual Conference

When you are willing to step
out on faith, God can take your
little bit and create much.

Providing backpacks for chil

supply every kid in town with a
backpack?’

And, as it is said, ‘the rest is
history’ First UMC Freeport has
a membership of approximately
200 and averages 80 people in
worship attendance. God opened
doors that allowed the church to

dren going back to school began purchase 2,200 backpacks, more
as an idea for the children of Firstthan enough to help kids in need.

UMC Freeport.

In addition, the church also pro

Rev. Keith Broyles, Principal Gutierrez of $phen F Austin
Elementary School, an assistant and some happgcipients of
new backpacks pepare for the first day of school.

“We were going to have a
blessing of the backpacks right

vided school supplies.
What began as backpacks for

before school started. Some of ughildren in the congregation
realized that we had a few kids inbecame backpacks fail children

the congregation that couldn’

well, with the labor being pro  afford backpacks, so we decided
to get backpacks for them,” said

Rev Keith Broyles. The congre

gation began to explore the idea
the celebration banner on the of providing backpacks to the
kids in the elementary schools in
brate with the church and cem the community Sephen FAustin,

munity, the great milestone of Fleming,Velasco and Jane Long

Elementary schoolsThe idea
quickly blossomed into,
‘Wouldn' it be neat if we could

in the community There were
even enough left over for the kids
attending the churcs’pre-school
program.

Prior to the backpack project,
First UMC Freeport did not have
any partnerships with the schools
in the community The backpack
project paved the way for the
church to explore other avenues
of support to the schools in the
area.



SEPTEMBER 18, 2009

CROSS CONNECTION 7

‘Serving living water to a thirsty world’

Pearland is home to a new United Methodist Church

Serving communion ae four of the five people, who had a vision to
start a new church in Pearland: Kevin Hansbio, NelsonArmstr ong,
Ann Williams, George Davis and the late Leslie Bowi¢/ells Brooks.

A prayer team memberprays with one of Living Water’s
youth.

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Dir ector of Communications
TexasAnnual Conference

For Living Water UMC, a
charter is much more than “an
official document granting
rights and privileges from a
governing or sovereign body
as the dictionary defines ithe
act of chartering &fms Living

Waters missional privilege — to

serve living water to a thirsty
world — and now invites the
church to live out its calling as
a part of the United Methodist
Church connection.

On September 13, 2009,
Living Water presented 212
charter member certificates to
District Superintendent Rev
Gail Ford Smith.

“Today we celebrate that
you're strong enough to fof
cially be a church — not a new

From Muddy Waters to faster It's in our DNAto know
Living Water that we cart'reach everyone

What started as a conversa for Christ.”
tion at MuddyWaters cdiee It's also in their DNAo
shop in Pearland between know that each one can reach
Pastor Ed and Sylvia Jones andone. Or moreA membeywho
their friends — Nelson joined LivingWater on charter
Armstrong, Geage Davis, Sundaywas invited by her
Kevin HansbroAnn Williams daughterTo her credit, the
and the late Leslie Bowi/ells daughter also has invited her
Brooks — is now a fruitful min  sister brother three friends, and
istry reaching residents of a co-worker — all of whom have
Lakes of
Savannah,
Sienna
Plantation,
Fresno
and other
new com
munities
for Christ.

At the
chartering
service,
four of

church start or a mission churchthose five

— but LivingWater United
Methodist Church,” Smith said
to a cheering crowd of new
United Methodists.

visionaries
served
commun
ion. Jones

Pastor Ed Jones said that inwas over
2005, about 30-40 people com come with

prised the churctAnd in a
year the church grew to about
the size it is todayBut, without

emotion as
he pre
pared the

the support of a mother congre table for
gation or a formal New Church commun

Start program at the conferencejon — a

level, Living Water didnt have
the resources to fund a dtaf
children’s ministry in particular
because it grew too fast.

“We hit a wall,” Jones said.
“But through prayerscripture
study and refocusing of the
vision, we persevered.”

While Living Water was
making changes, so was the
TexasAnnual Conferencalith
support from the conferense’
newly-created New Church
Start program, LivingVater re-
launched in 2007And in the

years since, has grown stronger

With approximately 200
people in worship each week;

16 youth about to be confirmed for Living Water?

(with six of them being bap
tized) and 70-100 participants
in the childrens ministry
Living Water is building on a
firm foundation.

George Davis ofers communion to PastorEd Jones.
The communion service was parof the festivities
for the church’s charter celebration.

ministry

that was

lovingly

administered by Brooks — even joined the church.

as she fought cancer “People are drawn to new
“We walked with her churches because they get a

through that journey...and | fresh opportunity to be a part of

believe her ‘home-goinger+  the foundation of a new

ice was a release and a re-eomchurch,” said Jones, as he

missioning for us to continue to likened it to childhood pastimes

do Gods work,” Jones said. of carving ones name in a tree

“Since her triumphant entry or desk. “Its like writing your

believe we have grown leaps name in wet cement; when

and bounds, and it was becausegou’re part of a new church,

of her faith at the beginning.” you get to show people the

impression you made in that

Impr essions church, how you can make an
What does chartering mean impact in that church.

“We celebrate, because we
“This milestone moves us to see that we are making a ripple

the place where we can preparesffect in someons’ eternity’

to launch another church,” he

said. “There are few mothers

willing to give birth...and the

belief is that it will be new

church starts that will mother
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Learning Opportunities

The Woodlands UMC to Host
Conference on Compassionate
Ministries

Tough Ministries Conference
09is scheduled for November
5-7, 2009.

This event is designed to
encourage, support and equip
churches of all sizes to inten
tionally and lovingly create
ministries for the lost, least and
looked-over members of today’
society

Special focus areas include:
OrphanAdoption and Foster
Care ministries; Special Needs
and Disability ministries; Caring
and Compassion ministries.

The conference will feature
keynote presentations by Rev
Kirbyjon Caldwell, Coach Gene
Stallings, Paul Pennington,
David Ring, MarkTennant,
Chris Heuertz, and Nate Huss.
Matt Brouwer will lead worship.

Additonal information and

tional needs.

Registration deadline is October
5. Continuing education hours
for pastors will be déred.

For more information, visit
www.mdumc.og/details.

Sudy of “Historical Jesus”
Offered at Terrace UMC
Terrace UMC will ofer an 8-
week study omrhe Historical
Jesustaught by authomill
Linden. Participants will be

the Bible, and to think about
God, not as the God some of us
knew in our youth, with rules,
guilt and punishment, but a God
of justice, compassion, fgive-
ness and acceptance.

For registration and more infor
mation, go online at
www.terraceumc.ay or call
Cathy Meyenber at
713-686-4328 or email:
cmeyenbay@terraceumc.gr

The study begins Sunday
October 4 and end Sunday

online registration is available atNovember 22.The time is 5

www.toughministries.com
Registration cost of $295 is

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and registra
tion cost is $25; $20 study book

available through September 30is optional.

and includes entry to all confer
ence sessions, workshops and
exhibit hall, conference materi

Hearn Lecture SeriesTo Be
Held at First UMC Beaumont

als, and two box lunches for the Bishop Janice Riggle Huie will
track-specific luncheon speakerd’e the Hearn Lectures guest

and discussion panels.

Memorial Drive UMC pr es
ents Seminaron Domestic
Violence

Ministering to \ctims of
Domestic blenceis the theme
for the workshop scheduled for
SaturdayOctober 10.
Participants will learn how to
effectively assist victims of fam
ily violence and provide for
their unique spiritual and emo

speaker at First UMC,
Beaumont, on October 4-5,
20009.

Topics for Sunday worship a1
a.m. and 7 p.m. ar@ractices of
a Life Well-Lived andThe
Courage to Risk Seing.

Bishop Huie will conclude the
lecture series on Monday
October 5 at7 p.m.The topic
for discussion i€xtravagant
Living in a Tme of Scauity.

Send Spo tlight submissions t

CROSS CONNECTION

The Hearn Lectures began in
1983 when DavidV. Hearn, Sr
established an endowment in
memory of his wife, Eola. He
will celebrate his 101 birthday
during the Lecture Series.

The purpose of the event is to
strengthen our knowledge and
faith in our church and our com
munity. It brings the insights
and inspiration of outstanding
theologians, preachers, and

Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Conference
‘If The Shoe Fitsis the theme

located at 215 Medinati®et,
Houston,Texas.

for the conference scheduled for

SaturdayOctober 3 at Mission
Bend UMC. Motivational
speaker and singeBhannon
Perry will present a fresh new
approach of God’ perspective

on how we should live our lives

based on sound biblical princi
ples.

Early bird cost is $35.
Registration cost is $40. For

New Syle of Worship Offered
at . Luke’s UMC Houston
Improvisation is a worship serv
ice that combines the structure
of traditional worship with the
casual, come-as-you-are feel of
contemporary worship.

This unique dering will be
held in the Chapel on Sunday
evenings at 6 p.m. and feature

church leaders to the Beaumontmore information, contact Mary jazz music and hymns, an inti
introduced to a new way to readcommunity and the surrounding or Dawn in the church e,

area.

For more information, contact
Dr. FrankAlegria at 409-832-
0295, x12 or
frankalegria@firstbeaumontar

WesleyTheological Seminay
announces Discernment &
Exploration Program

The school invites all who are
considering masters-level theo
logical education to attend its
fall Window on \Esleydiscern
ment and exploration event on
September 22, or November 3
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or
on October 21 from 5-9 p.m.

The events are opportunities to
explore seminary education for
those preparing for ordained
ministry as well as individuals

281-497-4491.

South Central Jurisdiction
BMCR 2009 Fall Meeting
The meeting is scheduled for
October 1-3, 2009 in Dallas,
Texas at Hamilton Park UMC.

The cost is $10 per person and
includes lunch on Friday and
membership duesThe registra
tion deadline is September 19
and on-site registration will be
$125 per person.

For more information, visit
www.bmcrumc.og.

Fellowship Opportunities

Asbury Memorial UMC
Commemorates 144Years
JoinAsbury Memorial UMC,

pursuing other vocational paths. Sunday October 25 as the

Participation is free, but reserva church celebrates 144 years in
tions are requested to assist Withministry.

preparation.

To register go towww.wesley
seminaryedu/visit For addi
tional information on academic

programs, contact Beth Ludlum,
Director of Recruitment at 202- ¢|orediahawkins2004@yahoo.com

885-8653 obludlum@wesley
seminaryedu

Celebration Ministry

For more information, call 713-
926-5601; 713-923-6979; 713-
923-5101 oAnjelita Dirden at
pastordirden3@gmail.cam
Cloredia Hawkins at

or LorettaAustin at

mate feel,time for meditation,
come-as-you-are dress, and
Holy Communion.

Rev Taylor Meador Fuerst will
preach this service each week.
Visit the website,
www.stlukesmethodist.grf

worship/jazz

McKinney Memorial UMC
Celebrates 90thAnniversary
Sunday September 27, 4 p.m.,
McKinney Memorial UMC cel
ebrates a monumental occasion.

Guest speaker: Bishop Janice
Huie; Clinicians: Chester D.T
Baldwin and Covenant Glenn
UMC Choir.

Mission Opportunities

Mission Trip to Cuba
Memorial Drive UMC is spon
soring a mission trip to Cuba
October 16-31.

The cost is $2,700he teams
will work to rebuild a small
church just outside Havana and
show Christs love to the people
of this communist country

For more information, contact

loretta.austin@wrksolutions.com Wanda Hilliard,

Asbury Memorial UMC is

O.

Tuchill@SBCGlobal.net

thelma j@methodis ts.ne torcall 7 13-52 1-9383



