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Vibrant, growing
congregations

changing lives and
reshaping futures
for Jesus Christ

Celebrating a Call
to Lay Ministry
By Rev. Ted Smith
The Methodist Hospital
Houston

Barbara Knott, a lay minis-
ter at Methodist Willowbrook
Hospital, says she always felt
the need to give care to others. 

“Recently it has become
clear this need is a call from
God, crystallizing as a deep
knowing in my heart and a
desire to respond to God’s
guidance,” Knott said.
“Looking back, I am convinced
it was God’s timing and Spirit
that brought me to the Lay
Ministry College at The
Methodist Hospital to become
better equipped in spiritual
care ministry to hospital
patients.” 

In response to Barbara
Knott’s call and many others,

The Department of Spiritual
Care and Education of The
Methodist Hospital is sponsor-
ing a conference for laity and
clergy called, “Celebrating a
Call to Lay Ministry.”  It will
be held on February 4-6, 2010
at St. Paul’s UMC Houston.  

Laity will be inspired to
serve; thereby, expressing their
baptismal vows.  Clergy will
be motivated to embrace a
laity-based model of ministry.
“Celebrating a Call” has been
endorsed by the Texas Annual
Conference.

Rev. Vance Ross, Deputy
Secretary of the General Board
of Discipleship notes,

“Baptism into the church of
Jesus is liberation into divine
purpose.  As laity receive this
ministry, it  moves the church
far beyond what ordained cler-
gy can do alone.  This confer-
ence thus offers an opportunity
to expand the life changing
ministry of the local church.”

Everyone will be moved by
three nationally renowned
authorities: Kathleen Norris,
author of the New York Times
bestsellers The Cloister Walk,
Dakota, and Amazing Grace;
Ben Witherington, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of New Testament at
Asbury Theological Seminary
and author of more than 30
books, including The Jesus
Questand The Paul Quest; and
Deputy General Secretary, Rev.
Vance Ross, innovative leader
and compelling advocate for

lay ministry.
Attendees will also

be uplifted by excep-
tional worship services
led by Leah Taylor, Lay
Leader of the Texas
Conference, and the
Rev. Dr. James
Bankston, Senior
Minister at St. Paul’s
UMC.

The conference will
consist of five plenary
addresses, Q and A ses-

sions, dinner conversations
with the speakers, along with
two worship services.  

It begins on Thursday
evening (February 4), contin-
ues all day and evening on
Friday, and concludes before
noon on Saturday.  Registration
is $145, which includes the
cost of meals.  For more infor-
mation contact the Department
of Spiritual Care at 713-441-
7733 or www.methodist
spiritualcare.com/laityconference.

The Methodist Hospital is
pleased to offer this conference
as a part of its going commit-
ment to ministry and healing.

By Eleanor L. Colvin
Texas Annual Conference
Dir ector of Communications

“Transformation has not
stopped,” says Dr. Don
Waddleton, Director of the
Center for Congregational
Excellence. 

Although the 3-year con-
tract with transformation coach
Don Nations comes to an end
this year, the transformation
that was started in 225 Texas
Conference churches is not
ending. 

“We are continuing in trans-
formation,” Waddleton said.
“We will provide training and
consultation – with focus on the
individual local church needs.”

One of the primary needs
that many churches express is
“more members.” With that in
mind, the Center for

Congregational Excellence has
planned an equipping event
entitled “How to Get More
Members,” featuring Jim
Griffith, nationally-renowned
trainer, assessor and coach for
new and turnaround churches. 

The 2-day seminar will be
held in the southern part of the
conference at Clear Lake UMC
on January 23-24, 2010, and in
the northern part of the confer-
ence at Marvin UMC Tyler on
January 30-31, 2010. 

Because lay involvement is
vital – the event is scheduled
for a Saturday (10 a.m. to 6:30
p.m.) and Sunday (8 a.m. to 6
p.m.). All churches are invited
to participate. To do so, the pas-
tor must attend with a mini-
mum of three lay members who
are not on the church staff.

Continued on page 3

‘How to Get 
More Members’
2-day equipping event helps churches
continue the transformation journey

Is your congregation maximizing its potential for
growth? Learn to assess strengths and weaknesses and
the value of first impressions at the “How to Get More
Members” seminar in January.
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By Mike Sims
Communications Director
The Woodlands UMC

Familiar worship song lyrics
rise from the stage with spirit
and rhythm; colored graphics
move across the screen.  An
encouraging message is offered,
then Holy Communion.  The
scene is familiar, and yet entire-
ly different.  A pair of small
arms rises forward from the
body sitting
in the wheel-
chair facing
the stage.
On both
sides of the
wheelchair
sit a mother
and father,
who sink in
quiet respite
as the hour
of worship
unfolds.

Welcome to Special
Blessings, a monthly worship
service designed especially for
children and adults with special
needs and their caregivers.
Over the years, the number of
special needs families who
attend such specialized ministry
opportunities at The Woodlands
UMC has grown from a hand-
ful to several dozen.  

Each month, new faces
appear as word spreads in spe-
cial needs circles; some young,
some old – but all come seek-
ing an opportunity to worship
God freely and without judg-
ment.  What they find is the

body of Christ, offering help
and hope in difficult times.

Special Blessingsis one of
the many unique ministries that
are thriving at The Woodlands
UMC.  This suburban church of
8,200 members is also taking
the lead in offering Christ-cen-
tered support to foster care
families, teen mothers, and vic-
tims of sex trade and human
trafficking.

“In Psalm 82, the Bible says

that we are to defend the cause
of the weak and fatherless;
maintain the rights of the poor
and oppressed; rescue the weak
and needy; and deliver them
from the hand of the wicked.
Because God loves these peo-
ple, we love them, too,” says
Sheryl Steely, Director of
Family Life Ministries at The
Woodlands UMC.

Steely is also chief organiz-
er of the Tough Ministries
Conference ’09 – an equipping
conference for churches who
are seeking to expand their cur-
rent ministries to include the
outreach efforts mentioned
above.  

Steely says, “Hosting this
conference is our way of shar-
ing our success in these tough
ministry areas and helping them
take root in other churches so
that God’s love will continue to
spread.”

All pastors, church staff,
and ministry volunteers are
invited to attend the Tough
Ministries Conference ’09to
help equip them as they minis-
ter to the least, lost and looked-

over members of society.
Slated to take place on The
Woodlands UMC campus
November 5-7, 2009, confer-
ence keynote speakers include
Rev. Kirbyjon Caldwell, Coach
Gene Stallings, Paul
Pennington, David Ring, Mark
Tennant, Chris Heuertz and
Nate Huss.  Houston’s own,
Matt Brouwer will lead wor-
ship.

Three topic areas will be
explored in-depth during the
conference: Special Needs and
Disability Ministries, Adoption,
Foster Care and Orphan
Ministries and Compassion &
Care Ministries.  Lectures will

equip attendees to address the
“toughest” issues of our time:
Human Trafficking, Foster
Care, Adoption, Divorce,
Prisoner Rehabilitation and
more.

More information and
online registration are available
at www.toughministries.com.
Registration fees include entry
to all conference sessions,
workshops and exhibit hall,
conference materials, and two

boxed lunches for the
track-specific luncheon
speakers and discussion
panels.

Tough Ministries
Conference ’09 is hosted
by The Woodlands UMC
in partnership with:
Arrow Child and Family
Ministries, Hope for
Orphans, Word Made
Flesh, Mercy Ministries,
Access Ministries, Key

Ministry Foundation, AAPD
Interfaith Imitative, Interfaith
Care Partners, GracePoint
Counseling Center, Church
Initiative, One MillionArrows,
Lifesong for Orphans, Tapestry,
Neighbor to Family, royal
Family Kids Camp, Joy
Ministry, CanCare, Restorative
Justice Ministries, HOPE,
Young Life Capernaum
Ministries, Joni and Friends
San Antonio, DHS and CPS
Faith Initiatives, and
Parkinson/Alzheimer’s Care
Ministries.

“ Hosting this conference is ourway of sharing oursuc-

cess in these tough ministry areas and helping them take

root in other churches so that God’s love will continue to

spread.”

Sheryl Steely
Director of Family Life Ministries
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By Sally Penning
Communications Ministry
St. Luke’s UMC Houston

Burnout? Boredom?
Changing priorities? The num-
ber of self-described Christians
who do not attend church is an
ironic reality in a city that offers
a Bible-drenched menu of
Christian denominations, wor-
ship styles, service times and
locations. 

To unpack this cultural mys-
tery, the denominationally
diverse Houston Coalition of
Church Communicators(H3C)
is hosting,  Empty Pews: Why
Houston Christians Don’t go to
Church on Thursday, November
12, from 2–4 p.m., at Houston’s
First Baptist Church, 7401 Katy
Freeway, Houston, Texas,
77024.  

Leading religion researcher,
George Barna will conduct the
seminar, expounding on H3C’s
commissioned survey.  Seminar
participants will receive the sur-
vey prior to the event in prepa-
ration for the interactive Q&A

following the presentation. 
Registration fee is $80 per

person through November 12.
Additional survey questions and
event information and registra-
tion are available at
www.EmptyPews.com. 

“The goal of this cus-
tomized research was to uncov-
er concrete facts and reliable
answers by consulting with the
ultimate source—the people
who profess Christianity but do
not attend church,” says Steven
Murray, who serves as president
of the volunteer-run H3C organ-
ization.  “Curiosity about inac-
tive church members motivated
our group to pool resources to
obtain greater insight on how to
facilitate greater member
engagement with our communi-
ty as a whole.”  

Barna’s report findings will
be based on Houstonians of all
ages and experiences, many
who identify themselves as
Christians yet choose to forego
local church involvement.
Qualifying participants are

answering questions such as:
• What are your top priorities

in life right now? 
• When considering attending

church, what venue do you
find most appealing
(Sunday services, small
groups, Sunday school,
etc.)? 

• What media source would
you most rely on to learn
about a church before
attending?

H3C, which began in 2006
as a grassroots network among
individuals working in commu-
nications-related roles in
Houston area churches, secured
status as a non-profit organiza-
tion in 2008.  Sponsoring
churches include Chapelwood
UMC, Christ UMC of Sugar
Land, Grace Presbyterian
Church, Houston’s First Baptist
Church, The MET
(Metropolitan Baptist Church),
The Church of St. John the
Divine (Episcopal), and St.
Luke’s UMC, and the Texas
Annual Conference.

Central Conference Pension
Initiative nearing 
fundraising goal
$2 Million Needed to Close the Gap
By Diane Degnan
United Methodist
Communications

The Central Conference
Pension Initiative (CCPI) is 90
percent of the way to its
fundraising goal, but still $2
million short of the minimum
amount needed to establish
pension funds in every central
conference.

The initiative was created
to provide long-term financial
support for clergy and their
spouses who serve the church
outside the U.S., only to be
left with little or no financial
support for food and basic
necessities once they retire.

Barbara Boigegrain, chief
executive of the General
Board of Pension and Health
Benefits, says that clergy who
serve all their lives providing
mission and ministry in devel-
oping countries live out their
later years in abject poverty,
retiring with literally nothing.

She recalled a story of a
retiring pastor in Angola who
was presented with two sheets
of metal upon retirement—
intended to be the roof over
his head in his later years.
“Can you imagine the destitu-
tion of going off with no
income, no community sup-
port, literally carrying what is
to be the roof over your
head?” she asked.“I don’t
think the people called
Methodist mean for the pastors
that serve them to live that
way. I think they want them to
be comfortable and have an
adequate retirement and that’s
why it’s imperative that we all
give and support this effort.”

In the current global eco-
nomic crisis, the need
becomes more urgent than
ever. A recent report from the
World Bank predicted that the
global recession will thrust an
additional 89 million people
into “extreme poverty” by the
end of next year.

“The CCPI is one of the
most important efforts by the
church to recognize and honor
service rendered faithfully and

to act justly. It was and is the
right thing to do,” said Bishop
Gregory Palmer, presidentof
the Council of Bishops.“I am
humbled and grateful for the
service of colleagues in the
Central Conference and the
generosity of those who have
stepped up to help make their
lives more livable in retire-
ment.”

The goal of the CCPI is to
raise $20 million, with more
than $18 million contributed
so far. However, Boigegrain
says that a total of $25 million
is really needed in order to
provide benefits that will
enable retirees to live at a
level above mere subsistence.

“Twenty million is the
basic amount, but we’d like to
have $25 million so we could
make the benefits a little more
generous.They are very low.
Right now, we are just headed
for subsistence,” said
Boigegrain.

So far, pension funds have
been started in two coun-
tries—Liberia and
Mozambique—and several
others are underway. The
monthly pension payment is
$20 for Liberia and $128 in
Mozambique, because of the
difference in the cost of living.

As a short-term response,
emergency grants were author-
ized in 2004 for retired clergy
and surviving spouses in
developing countries who are
in extreme need to enable
them to at least buy food.
Once a pension plan is set up
in a country and retirees begin
to receive active benefits, the
emergency grant payments
stop.

The Central Conference
Pension Initiative hopes to be
able to work with annual con-
ferences in the U.S. on
fundraising campaigns to help
raise the additional money by
the end of the year.

Individuals can also help
support the CCPI by making a
contribution through their
church or donate online at
www.ccpi-umc.org.

‘How to Get More Members’
Continued from page 1

“We realize that we’re ask-
ing the pastor and key laity to
be absent on one Sunday as a
part of this training,” Waddleton
said. “But we also realize – that
in order to be effective – both
pastor and laity must partici-
pate. Whatever happens in the
local
church,
calls for
both the
minister
and laity
to be in
coopera-
tion with
each
other.”

Pastors are encouraged to
coordinate pulpit supply by uti-
lizing Lay Speakers in their
congregation or by contacting
their district office. “This also
allows for more laity of the
church to assume leadership
roles on that Sunday,”

Waddleton added.
Seminar topics will include:

Aligning Your Ministry to
Reach Your Mission Field;
Networking With and Gathering
Un-churched People; and
Paying Attention to First
Impressions.

“Jim Griffith will take the
new church start principles and
show people how to apply them
to existing congregations to
revitalize, to motivate, to show
how to best serve the mission
field and bring new members to
your congregation,” Waddleton

said. “It’s been done in other
annual conferences, which have
reported excellent results, such
as gains in membership and
worship attendance.” 

The event cost is $40 per
person. Scholarships are avail-
able, so that no church is

excluded because of
financial limitations. For
scholarship information,
contact Don Waddleton
at
dwaddleton@txcumc.org
or 713-521-9383.

Register now, as the
seminar is limited to 200
participants in each loca-
tion, because of facility

size. To download the registra-
tion brochure, visit
www.txcumc.org/missionfield
workshop. For additional
details, contact Debbie Sutton at
dsutton@txcumc.org or 713-
521-9383.

“T ransformation has not stopped. . . We
will pr ovide training and consultation —
with focus on the individual local church
needs.”

Dr. Donald Waddleton
Director of Center for Congregational Excellence



By Rev. J. Richard Peck
Dir ector of Communications
General Commission on
United Methodist Men

Cindy King, a member of
Spring Woods United
Methodist Church in Houston,
is the first female scouting
ministry specialist.

A scouting ministry special-
ist is a new position within the
United Methodist Church.
Created five months ago by the
General Commission on United
Methodist Men, 32 men have

volunteered for the post, but
King is the first woman to hold
the title.

Volunteer specialists pro-
vide neighboring churches with
information about ways to
begin or expand scouting min-
istries, thePrograms of
Religious Activities with Youth
(PRAY) awards, training
opportunities, resources for
Scout Sunday and various
awards for young people and
adults.

A graduate of the
University of Tennessee (BS)
and Tarleton State University
(MBA), King is a former
accountant who now serves as
a homemaker and volunteer.
She has served a number of
churches as a Sunday school
teacher, Vacation Bible School
director, United Methodist
Women officer and Council on
Ministries chair. She currently

serves the Spring Woods
church as the scouting
Coordinator. 

King comes to the position
with a wealth of scouting expe-
riences. She has served as a
den leader, district training
chair, district commissioner,
assistant council commissioner,
troop committee member, Cub
Scout Roundtable staff, den
leader coach, and district com-
mittee member. She currently
serves as chair of the Sam
Houston Area Council Cub
Scout Membership Committee.

She served as a Wood
Badge course director, chaired
Cub Scout Leader Pow Wow,
co-chaired University of
Scouting and previously served
as the vice chair of program for
the Sam Houston Area Council
United Methodist Committee
on Scouting. 

“Serving as a scouting coor-
dinator allows me to bring
together service to the church

and to scouting,” said King.
“When a boy or girl joins
scouting, the family is
involved.”

Spring Woods has been
involved in scouting for over
45 years and, this fall, the
church will charter a second
Cub Scout pack, and the church
plans to sponsor a full program
of religious awards. All Scouts
are encouraged to serve in the
Angel Food Ministries and
other service opportunities.

“Scouting, as a ministry of
the church, reflects the congre-
gation’s commitment to serve
Christ in our local community,”
said King.

For information about
becoming a scouting ministry
specialist, contact LaNisha
Sayles (615-620-7260)
(LSayles@gcumm.org).
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“Telling Our S tory – W omen with
Many Gif ts Unified by Christ’ s Spirit”

By Charlene Fowler
Communication Coordinator
United Methodist Women

Hebrews 12:1 states,
“Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that
clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that
is set before us, …..”

Three hundred twenty-six
United Methodist women from
local UMW units in the Texas
Conference met the last week-

end of September for the
Annual Meeting and Fall
Festival.  Telling Our Story:
Women with Many Gifts Unified
by Christ’s Spiritwas the theme
for the weekend.    

The festival was kicked off
with a barbeque with a “west-
ern” theme.  P.S. 100, a band
from Porter, Texas, provided
music that kept attendees on
their feet, clapping and singing
songs of praise.  The presence
of God was felt through the
music and the beautiful setting
on the lake.

Saturday began with the
annual business meeting fol-
lowed by a mission candle
burning ceremony.  This cere-
mony is a tradition of UMW.
Its purpose is to raise funds for
future mission projects.  The
total amount of money raised
was $6,751.91.

The 2009 Special Mission
Recognition pin was awarded
to Eddie Hilliard, Executive
Director of Houston/Galveston
Disaster Recovery for the Texas
Conference because of his
record of outstanding leader-
ship and service to the commu-
nity, both locally and interna-
tionally.   A surprise honor,
“Mr . UMW,” was given to Sid

Price, for his help and support
of Texas Conference United
Methodist Women.  

UMW participated in the,
Hands on Project 2009 spon-
sored by UMCOR.  The focus
was collecting school kits.  This
year, 3,584 school kits were
dedicated during the morning
meeting.  A total of 521 addi-
tional kits such as, bedding kits,
health kits and sewing kits were
also collected, along with 70
baby blankets and 346 school
bags.  In addition, the sum of
$1,905 was collected for
UMCOR.   

Saturday afternoon, seven
focus groups met to explore the
theme of, “Telling Our Stories.”
Following the meeting, a skit
commemorating the 140 year
history of United Methodist
Women in full costume was
presented.

The event culminated with a
communion service and prayer
led by Rev. Von Dawson: “We
recall our mothers and grand-
mothers whose lives gave shape
to ours.  May the power at
work in them and in all women
of faith pass now to us.  Come
Holy Spirit, come and work in
us as you worked in them.
Amen.”

Houston woman named
first female scouting 
ministry specialist

Top Left:  “Encounters

with God,” was the focus of

the break out groups dur-

ing the 2009 Annual

Meeting and Festival for

the Texas Conference

United Methodist Women.

Bottom Left:  Lee

Thornton, Eddie Hilliard

and Gwen Smitheart enjoy

the barbeque dinnerand

festivities.

Hilliard, the Executive

Dir ector of

Houston/Galveston Disaster

Recovery for the Texas

Conference was the recipi-

ent of the UMW 2009

Mission Recognition pin for

outstanding leadership and

service in the mission field.

Cindy King

“Serving as a scouting coordinator
allows me to bring togetherservice to
the church and to scouting.”

Cindy King
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By Sandy Jackson 
General Board of Discipleship

“When persons unite as
professing members with a
local United Methodist church,
they profess their faith in God,
the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; in Jesus
Christ his only Son, and in the
Holy Spirit. Thus they make
known their desire to live their
daily lives as disciples of Jesus
Christ. They covenant together
with God and with the members
of the local church to keep the
vows which are a part of the
order of confirmation and
reception into the church:
To faithfully participate in its
ministries by their prayers,
their presence, their gifts, their
service, and their witness.’” (¶
217 The Book of Discipline of
The United Methodist Church
2008)

All members of the UMC
affirm this covenant when they
join the church and again as
they renew the covenant when
others join . . .
“As members together with you
in the body of Christ and in this
congregation of The United
Methodist Church, we renew
our covenant faithfully to par-
ticipate in the ministries of the
church by our prayers, our
presence, our gifts, . . .”
(Baptismal Covenant I, page
38, The United Methodist
Hymnal).

How often do we repeat this
vow? How often do we keep it?
How do we “participate in the
ministries of the church by our
prayers”? 

Prayer may be much talked
about and too often not prac-
ticed. How goes your practice
of prayer? And what can you
do to improve it? 

Our prayer practices criti-
cally affect our discipleship.
The time we spend in prayer
(or the lack thereof) is reflected
in our lives. Think about people
you know whose prayer lives
are intentional and fruitful.
They are the people to whom
you go with prayer requests.
There is something about peo-

ple with active prayer lives that
gives you confidence in their
ability to communicate with
God. It should be more than the
ability to use flowery words
and phrases. It is their sincere
and open conversation with the
Lord and Giver of Life. 

Some people certainly are
gifted by the Holy Spirit for
intercession, but all people have
the ability to come before God
with their needs and requests to
“find grace to help in time of
need” (Hebrews 4:16, NRSV). 

Often, prayer does not
require words: God knows what
is in our hearts.  

The important thing about
prayer is to do it! And remem-
ber that all effective communi-
cation is two-way. Spend time
in God’s presence listening for
God’s response to your prayers. 

Jesus did mention some
ways that we should and should
not pray:

“And whenever you pray,
do not be like the hypocrites;
for they love to pray standing
in the synagogues and at the
street corners, so that they may
be seen by others. Truly I tell
you, they have received their
reward. But whenever you pray,
go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father,
who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will
reward you. When you are
praying, do not heap up empty
phrases as the Gentiles do; for
they think that they will be
heard because of their many
words. Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you
need before you ask him”
(Matthew 6:5-8, NRSV).

In these days of uncertainty,
there may be much to pray
about. Remember these words
from the Apostle Paul, “Do not
worry about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving [for
what you already have], let
your requests be made known
to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understand-
ing [often found while we
spend time listening] will guard
your hearts and your minds in

Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7,
NRSV). 

John Wesley, founder of
Methodism, had this to say
about the effects of prayer:
“God does nothing but in
answer to prayer.” And he
encouraged others in their dis-
cipleship; “O begin! Fix some
part of every day for private
exercises. Whether you like it
or no, read and pray daily. It is
for your life; there is no other
way: else you will be a trifler
all your days.” 

If you think that your
prayers are not important see
these verses from Revelation
5:8 (NRSV): “When he had
taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four
elders fell before the Lamb,
Each holding a harp and golden
bowls full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints.” 

And from Revelation 8:3
(NRSV): “Another angel with a
golden censer came and stood
at the altar; he was given a
great quantity of incense to
offer with the prayers of the
saints on the golden altar that is
before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense, with the
prayers of the saints, rose
before God from the hand of
the angel.” 

What a wonderful image —
to envision our prayers rising
like incense before God!

I have many books on
prayer, but reading all of them
will not improve my prayer life
unless I put that information
into practice, take time to spend
with God, present my requests,
and listen for God’s response.  

Our membership vows and
the wisdom of Scripture point
the way to a deeper relationship
with God through prayer. All
we have to do is to be faithful
in our practice! 

“Pray diligently. Stay alert,
with your eyes wide open in
gratitude.” (Col. 4:2, The
Message.

Laity Sunday – Disciples
Transforming the W orld 
Through Prayers

Charity luncheon 
to serve up 
blessings worldwide

First UMC Conroe is
inviting all mission-minded
folks to join them for the
fourth annual Seasons
Greeting Luncheon that will
benefit charitable organiza-
tions from Conroe to Cote
d’Ivoire.

Set for October 23, doors
open at 11 a.m. for shopping
and silent auction. Lunch
will be served at 11:30 a.m. 

Among the beneficiaries
are: Habitat for Humanity;
Creative Outreach Ministries
new life center for victims of
domestic abuse; the
Methodist Day School;
FUMC benevolence fund and
construction projects at the
Methodist Hospital in Dabou,
Cote d’Ivoire.

“If you look at those
organizations – they are real-
ly concentric circles. There’s
a program in our church, two
in our community and one
globally,” said Kathi Paul,
one of the luncheon organiz-
ers. “It is the ever-reaching
hand of mission work – at
home, in your community,
and in the world.”

Paul cited basic Christian
duty as the primary reason

the church chose to send part
of the luncheon proceeds as
far away as Cote d’Ivoire,
West Africa. 

“There’s a lot of work to
be done at home,” Paul said,
“but if those of us in the
church don’t reach out and
do the work globally, it
won’t get done.” 

During the lunch hour,
attendees will enjoy a fash-
ion show and guest speaker
Jeannette Clift George,
founder of the A.D. Players
theatre group and Golden
Globe nominee. A.D. Players
has performed all over the
world, since 1967, and pro-
duces a full season of
Christian theatre from its
home base of Grace Theater
in Houston. Humor, realism,
joy and determination are all
hallmarks of the messages
George shares. 

After George’s presenta-
tion, shopping will resume
until 2 p.m. Vendors will
have unique holiday and gift
items available. The silent
auction prizes include bas-
kets, parties, sports outings,
family portraits and vaca-
tions.

Tickets are $30.
Women’s groups
from other local
churches are
encouraged to
attend together. 

For more infor-
mation, call
Marilyn Parker at
713-416-1443, or
Kathi Paul at 713-
254-5920.

Left Photo:
Childr en receive
tr eated mosquito
nets used to fight
malaria at the
Dabou
Methodist
Hospital in Cote
d’Ivoir e.
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Encounter with Christ – reaching
beyond the boundaries
New opportunities to give and serve in Latin America and
the Caribbean
By Brant Mills
Texas Annual Conference
Communications

A presentation on October 8

at St. Paul’s UMCbrought sup-
porters of the Encounter with
Christ ministry together to learn
how to help more than 220 mil-
lion people for whom poverty is
a daily reality. 

The ministry is a missional
initiative of the General Board

of Global Ministries, and a per-
manent fund, which began in
1992 to support a mission part-
nership with Methodist church-
es throughout Latin America
and the Caribbean.

Encounter documents noted
that 30-50% of children in their
focus area have mothers lacking
a basic, primary school educa-
tion and that 40% of their youth
live in poverty.

Dr. Wilson Boots, a retired
missionary with the General
Board of Global Ministries, and
Director of Mission
Interpretation for the group
said, “During the last several
years, the Encounter with Christ
permanent fund has been able
to be in partnership in mission
in 40 different outreach min-
istries in 14 countries through-
out the region.” 

He added that, “The 12
countries the Texas Partners in
Mission teams have been
involved in have been able to
support outreach mission in
each of those countries through
Encounter.”

“We have, right now - even
in this dismal market…
$103,000 that will be distrib-
uted within the next month
through front edge mission

projects in a number of addi-
tional countries to the 14 that
have already been funded,” said
Boots. “The witness of teams
from your churches that go out
is being supported, and it com-
plements the work that is being
done through the encounter
mission. Over $70,000 has been
raised in the Texas Conference
for the support of Encounter
with Christ permanent fund – so
all these 40 projects all over the
continent have been support-

ed…I believe profoundly that
we are being swept by the Spirit
into a great new mission age.” 

Priorities of mission
Encounter’s three mission

priorities are evangelism and
new church development; min-
istering to women, children and
youth; and comprehensive,
community-based health-care. 

“Many of the projects have
focused on the needs of
women,” Boots continued. “The
Women’s Division has
Encounter with Christas an
approved project for giving to
support this outreach ministry.” 

Bishop Joel Martinez, inter-
im general secretary for the
General Board of Global
Ministries, and past president of
Global Ministries’board of
directors said “the Missional
engagement that Encounter with
Christ invites us to is an attempt
to connect every Christian
United Methodist who is inter-
ested in mission in Latin
America and the Caribbean to
have an avenue – a pathway to
make a gift that will have per-
manent long-standing influence
in that mission.” 

Bishop Martinez spoke of
how the mission call is “always

a very personal call” and noted
that his grandmother’s baptism
by a UM circuit rider brought
Methodism to his family. 

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie
noted that all of the other annu-
al conferences in Texas are
scheduled to have similar kinds
of gatherings. “For the
Episcopal areas in the state of
Texas… who are so close to the
southern border, to take a lead-
ership role in this, is a right and
good thing.” 

After reading Acts
13:1-3, Bishop
Martinez said “I read
that text to remind us
that we’re all part of
the mission community
– all called, all being
saved, all being sent…
Over the long haul
we’ve got to have some
under-girding of this

mission with a permanent fund
from which the proceeds will
continue to flow… It’s not the
only way, but this is one way
that will be sustainable and
foundational to the future.” 

A video about this ministry
is available online at
http://www.txcumc.org/
encountervideo.

Learn more about Encounter
with Christ at: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/
connections/partnerships/encounter/.

To help support the ministry,
donate to the Permanent Fund
#025100, which has a goal of
$25 million. Deferred giving is
another option, as individuals
may include Encounter in their
wills and other forms of
planned giving.

Gifts can also be made to
Advance Special #14729Ato
sustain the promotional efforts
of Encounter, as indicated on
the Advance website of the
General Board of Global
Ministries.

For more information on
how your church can be a part
of related projects within our
annual conference, contact
Kathie Mann, director of
Partners in Mission, at 
texaspim@methodists.net.

Top Photo:  Bishop Janice Riggle Huie introduces Bishop
Mar tinez at the Encounterwith Christ luncheon at St. Paul’s
UMC in Houston, Texas.

Middle Photo:  Bishop Martinez discusses the need forcontinued
missional focus  in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Bottom Photo:  Dr. Wilson Boots describes the ministy initiatives
of the, Encounter with Christ, permanent fund of the General
Board of Global Ministries.

“Over $70,000 has been raised in the Texas Conference
for the support of Encounter with Christ permanent
fund …I believe profoundly that we are being swept by
the Spirit into a great new mission age.”

Dr. Wilson Boots
Director of Mission Interpretation
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Local Church Ministry Snapshots

Old things made new at 
Crestmont Park UMC
By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection

Then He who sat on
the throne said, “Behold, I
make all things new.”
(Revelation 21:5)

Crestmont Park UMC
held a dedication ceremo-
ny to celebrate new sig-
nage outside the church
and new pews inside the

sanctuary.  “We are excit-
ed about the improvements
to God’s house,” said Rev.
Curley Laster, senior pas-
tor.  The new sign and the
new pews were purchased
with donations from the
members of the church.

The congregation is
also making preparations
for its upcoming anniver-
sary, celebrating 49 years

of ministry and service.
“Our new sign is dedicated
to the glory of God
through this church, serv-
ing as a beacon of light in
the Crestmont Park com-
munity,” says Laster.

Indeed, some things at
Crestmont Park UMC
have become new – to the
glory of God and through
the ministry of His church.

Rev. Curley Laster, seniorpastor of Crestmont Park UMC in Houston, Texas proud-
ly shows off the church’s new pews in the sanctuary.

Members of Crestmont Park UMC show off the church’s new sign.  A dedication

ceremony was held to celebrate the sign and new pews.

Northwest district offers 
Lay Speaker Training

Lay Speaker training will be held November 7, 2009 at First UMC
Murchison from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Courses offered will be Basic Lay Speaker Training and an
advanced course, Lay Speakers Lead Bible Study.  For additional
information or to enroll, go to http://www.nwdumc.org.  

October 20, 2009 is the deadline for enrollment.

This photo was taken at the conclusion of the April, 2009 Lay Speakers

Training, held at FUMC, Canton, Texas.  Facilitators were Rev. Karen

Jones and Gerry Giles.  Appr oximately 31 new lay speakers attended.

Trinity UMC Men's Day Celebration

Join the men of Trinity UMC Houston as they celebrate, “Men
Accepting the Call To Leadership,” Sunday, November 1 at 10 a.m.

The keynote speaker will be Dr. Joseph E. Lowery,
retired Methodist minister, Civil Rights Movement
icon, and a recipient of the 2009 Presidential Medal of
Freedom.

On Saturday, October 24, the men of Trinity will host
a Soul Food Cookout, 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.  There will
games and prizes.  Cost: $10.  Trinity UMC is located

at 2600 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004.  For additional informa-
tion, contact Clemmie Henley at 713-562-0589.
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Send Spo tlight submissions t o:

t helma j@me t hodis ts.ne t or call 7 13-52 1-9383

Fellowship Opportunities

Tomball Methodists Plan
October Celebration
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie will
be the guest speaker at a special
worship service on October 18,
commemorating 100 years of
Methodism in Tomball, Texas.  

The service will begin at 10:30
a.m.  A time for coffee and fel-
lowship for former clergy hav-
ing served at Tomball UMC will
precede the worship service.

There will also be a reception in
the Family Life Building wel-
coming members, former mem-
bers and guests following the
worship service.  A pictorial his-
tory of the church is available
for $15 plus postage.  

For additional information, con-
tact the church at Tomball
UMC, P. O. Box 1689, Tomball,
Texas 77377, call 281-351-1249
or www.tomballumc.org.

Commemorating 140 Years of
Ministr y and Service
St. Paul UMC of Double Bayou,
Texas will celebrate its 140th
church anniversary on October
18 at 3:30 p.m. The theme is,
“O Give Thanks Unto the Lord”
from Psalms 105:1. 

The service will honor all teach-
ers in memory of Sarah M.
Jackson, a member of the
church.  

The guest speaker will be Rev.
Krejchi Hester of St. Paul UMC
of Spring, Texas.

Asbury Memorial UMC
Commemorates 144 Years
Join Asbury Memorial UMC for
the unveiling of its historical
marker and parade, Saturday,
October 24 at 10 a.m. and
Sunday, October 25 as the

church celebrates 144 years in
ministry. 

For more information, call 
713-926-5601; 713-923-5101 or
Pastor Anjelita Dirden at 
pastordirden3@gmail.com;
Cloredia Hawkins at 
clorediahawkins2004@yahoo.com;
or Loretta Austin at
loretta.austin@wrksolutions.com.

Anniversary Celebration for
Wilbur Chapel UMC
Something Remarkable is the
theme for this 107 year celebra-
tion on October 25, 2009 at 3
p.m.

Wilbur Chapel UMC is located
at 7002 MLK in Hitchcock,
Texas.  For more information,
contact Pastor Monette at 281-
227-3553 or
bigcrevyrev1@aol.com.

Fall Fest-4-All at 
Strawbridge UMC
Enjoy family fun for all ages at
Strawbridge UMC, October 31,
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Children activities include pony
rides, pumpkin smashing, carni-
val games a pumpkin decorating
contest.

Adult events will include square
dancing, table games and a
chili cook-off.  Call 281-360-
4500 for more information.

F.O.A.M. Hosts Harvest
Festival Luncheon
The Texas Conference
Fellowship of Older Adult
Ministries (F.O.A.M.) invites
everyone to celebrate the Fall
season with them, Friday,
October 30, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at Chapelwood UMC in the
Fellowship Hall.
Pat Gavin & the Buckaroo Band
will play a mixture of traditional
and contemporary music focus-
ing on the daily life of the cow-

boy.  Participants are asked to
bring one canned good or a non-
perishable food item to benefit
the Houston Food Bank.

Reservation deadline is October
22 and the cost is $12 per per-
son.  All checks should be made
payable to F.O.A.M. – Texas
Conference and mailed to Rev.
Cathy Meyenberg, Terrace
UMC, 1203 Wirt Road,
Houston, Texas 77055.  For
more information, contact Rev.
Meyenberg at 713-686-7328 or
cmeyenberg@terraceumc.org.

Retirement Dinner for
Dr. K. Wayne Day
St. Paul’s UMC in Houston is
hosting a dinner in honor of
Marta and Dr. K. Wayne Day
upon the occasion of his retire-
ment.  Dr. Day served as senior
pastor at St. Paul’s from January
1985 to January 1995.

The dinner will be Friday,
November 20 at 6:30 p.m.  To
RSVPfor the $18/plate dinner,
email Phyllis Brockermeyer at
pbrock@stpaulshouston.org or
call her at 713-528-0527.
Casual attire is encouraged.

Learning Opportunities

Wesley UMC Beaumont
Intr oduces New Prayer
Service
A service of prayer and com-
munion will be held at Wesley
UMC Beaumont, Sunday,
October 18 at 7 p.m. in the
sanctuary.

The service will be an event for
prayer, silence, the spoken
word, and Holy Communion.  It
will also include prayers for
healing and the opportunity for
anointing with oil. 

This service will be offered
quarterly at the church.  For

more information, contact Rev.
Elizabeth Duffin at 409-892-
7733.

Grace Fellowship UMC To
Host Fresh Encounters Prayer
Conference 2009

Are you hungry for an
encounter with God?  “Fresh
Encounters,” a prayer confer-
ence scheduled for Sunday,
October 25 is designed to equip
you for growth in your prayer
life.  Author, Daniel Henderson
will be the keynote speaker for
this event.

Rev. Henderson has written
many books on prayer, specifi-
cally; Fresh Encounters, is the
theme for the conference.

Registration cost is $10
(includes a box lunch). To regis-
ter, go to www.whatisgrace.org.

For more information, contact
the church at 281-646-1903, ext.
188 or 
prayerconference@whatisgrace.org.

The Woodlands UMC to Host
Conference on Compassionate
Ministries
Tough Ministries Conference 09
is scheduled for November 5-7.  

This event is designed to
encourage, support and equip
churches of all sizes to inten-
tionally and lovingly create min-
istries for the lost, least and
looked-over members of today’s
society. 

Special  focus areas include:
Orphan, Adoption and Foster
Care ministries; Special Needs
and Disability ministries; Caring
and Compassion ministries. 
The conference will feature
keynote presentations by Rev.
Kirbyjon Caldwell, Coach Gene
Stallings, Paul Pennington,

David Ring, Mark Tennant,
Chris Heuertz, and Nate Huss.
Matt Brouwer will lead worship.

Additional information and
online registration is available at
www.toughministries.com.
Registration cost of $295
includes entry to all conference
sessions, workshops and exhibit
hall, conference materials, and
two box lunches for the track-
specific luncheon speakers and
discussion panels.

First UMC Houston Presents:
“The Histor y and Ar chaeology
of the Last Supper”
Saturday, November 7, join Dr.
Jim Fleming, pre-eminent schol-
ar of biblical archaeology, histo-
ry and interpretation as he
brings together, old and recent
discoveries in this study.

Child care is available with
advanced registration of chil-
dren.  The registration cost is
$20 and an additional $20
(optional) for the notebook.
Pre-registration is requested, but
not mandatory.  Visit the link,
www.frmhouston.comfor more
information and registration.

Being One: A Marriage
Seminar
St. Paul’s UMC Houston is
offering a seminar for engaged
and newly married couples on
Saturday, November 14 from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The seminar is free of charge
for couples who have been or
who are scheduled to be married
at St. Paul’s.  For others, the fee
is $60.  Seminar leaders are Dr.
Sherry Beeman and Dr. Bill
Kerley.  For more information,
contact Donna Adair, Director
of Communications at 713-528-
0527 or 
dadair@stpaulshouston.org.


