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Spiritual
education
2010 camp season
equip s 3,800 Texas
youth for school,
service and more

Elementary campers connect on the first
day during a photo scavenger hunt at one
of the Vesper points on Lake Oliphint.

‘Countdown to Conference’ starts now
Plans are well underway for

the 2011 Annual Conference
gathering. It’s already time to
make hotel reservations and del-
egate registration will open just
after the New Year. Since charge
conference season is fast
approaching, and many new del-
egates may be elected to repre-
sent churches, the time is right
to answer a few questions about
Annual Conference. 

How much will hotel rooms
cost?Currently, the Texas
Annual Conference has room
arrangements with three hotels:
the Embassy Suites on Dallas
Street, the Holiday Inn Express
on Bell Street and the host hotel,
Hilton Americas-Houston on
Lamar Street. 

At the Holiday Inn Express
(two blocks south of the host
hotel), king and double bed
rooms are $119, with free break-
fast and evening snack, parking
and internet. 

At the Embassy Suites (one
block northwest of the host
hotel), king, queen and standard
suites are $139 and $159 per
day, with free breakfast and free
evening snacks. Parking is $30
per day; internet is $9.95 per
day. 

At the Hilton Americas-
Houston – the designated con-
ference hotel – king and double

bed rooms is $105. Self parking
is $18; internet is $10.95 per
day. These rates are comparable
to last year’s rates at The
Woodlands Marriott, which were
$114 per night and $17.95 per
day for parking. Please be aware
that when making reservations,
the Hilton Americas-Houston
will secure your reservation by
billing your credit card for one
night.

For commuters, parking is
available near the George R.
Brown Convention Center for
variable rates, based on other
events held in the area.
Additionally, St. Paul’s UMC,
5501 Main Street, has offered
free use of its parking lot at the
corner of Fannin and Binz, two
miles south of downtown
Houston. This lot is directly
across the street from the
Museum District Metro Rail
stop. Riding the rail costs $1.25
each way. Lodging in outlying
hotels and use of the rail system
can be combined to lower costs.

Will ther e be child care?
The TAC has contracted
KiddieCorp, an organization that
meets the child care needs of
conventions and special events
throughout the United States and
Canada, to provide child care at
the 2011 Annual Conference. In
operation for more than 20

years, KiddieCorp is equipped to
serve children ages 6 months to
12 years. The staff-to-student
ratio adjusts based on age, with
one staff person serving up to
two children age 11 months and
younger, and only seven children
age 6 to 12 per staff member. 

To ensure the safety of the
TAC youth and children,
KiddieCorp has photo ID securi-
ty check-in and check-out proce-
dures; children and parents are
escorted in the child care area;
unauthorized adults are not
allowed in the area and all man-
agers are CPR/First Aid certified
and carry cell phones in case of
emergencies.   KiddieCorp
workers will follow the TAC
Safe Sanctuary policy, which
includes the appropriate back-
ground checks.  Child care is
complimentary, if children are
registered by April 1.  To learn
more about the organization,
visit www.kiddiecorp.com. Also
know, that while excellent child
care will be offered, parents will
definitely want to carve out time
to play with their kids at
Discovery Green park, which is
just across the street!

How much will it cost the
Annual Conference to use the
GRB? Use of the assembly hall
and all meeting and meal facili-
ties is free. There will be addi-

tional expenses incurred for
staging, equipment rigging, dis-
play area set-up, child care
space, and the set up of cameras,
video enhancements, etc.

Last year’s total expenses
paid to The Woodlands UMC for
facilities set up, technical
requirements, audio/visual
equipment, childcare and more
are comparable to the 2011
annual conference contracts for
similar expenses. 

What are the dining
options?There are approximate-
ly 30 restaurants within walking
distance of the George R. Brown
Convention Center. Half of those
restaurants are rated as “$ or $$
eateries,” with meals ranging
from $5 to $25. Additionally, the
Annual Conference Planning
Team is negotiating with the
hotel to provide economical
“grab-and-go” breakfasts and
lunches.

What are the transporta-
tion options?The GRB
Convention Center is attached to
the Hilton Americas-Houston,
so, delegates can utilize a cov-
ered walkway to move between
the buildings. Horizon Medical
Services (713-839-1420) rents
scooters to those who are unable
to walk the distance. Since, wor-
ship, meals and meetings will

Continued on page 3
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Extravagant generosity is the
goal for Conference ministries

At Annual conference in
2009, a task force was estab-
lished for the purpose of deter-
mining if there are any ways of
approaching the financial sup-
port of our conference min-
istries that are more in line with
our core value of extravagant
generosity.  The task force has
been meeting throughout the
past conference year.  At our
most recent annual conference
we were authorized to continue
doing our work for another

year.  In the spring of this year
we created and distributed a
survey to the churches of our
conference.  The hope was that
the survey would be completed
by the finance committees of
our churches.

Purpose of the Task Force
The purpose of the survey

was to assess attitudes about
conference apportionments and
extravagant generosity.  We
were grati-
fied both
at the
number of
the
churches
that
responded
(114) as
well as the
obvious
thought
that went
into the
answers.
We have
compiled
the responses and wanted to
give you a sense of what we
learned.  

We asked questions which
generally centered on connec-
tionalism.  We asked the finance
committees to make a guess
regarding the attitude of the
people in their congregations
about supporting conference

ministries.  
In compiling their answers

we learned that 57% had atti-
tudes we characterized as
inconsistent with a spirit of
extravagant generosity. Twenty
eight percent were indifferent.
Twenty four percent were
somewhat dissatisfied.  Six per-
cent were resentful.  This is
compared to 43% of them hav-
ing an attitude more consistent
with a spirit of extravagant gen-
erosity.  Thirty two percent said

they were generally satisfied
with supporting conference
ministries.  Eleven percent said
they were joyful about it.  We
also asked about how knowl-
edgeable people in our churches
are about conference ministries.
There was good news and bad
news in the responses.  The
good news was that 96% of our
folks know they are a part of a
connectional church.  The bad
news was that no more than

half had any specific knowledge
of the conference ministries
they were supporting.  

We also asked questions
about extravagant generosity.
We asked for a definition of
extravagant generosity.  After
doing our own work on the sub-
ject and then reading the
responses, this is our definition:

Extravagant
generosity is
finding joy in
giving beyond
expectation for
the purpose of
serving others.

We also
asked about
what would
encourage a
greater sense of
extravagant gen-
erosity in sup-
porting confer-
ence ministries.
Our summary of
the answers we
received are:
less top down
ministry; have
ministries with a
stronger local
church connec-
tion; minimize
administrative
expenses; tell
more stories of
conference min-
istry successes; have a stronger
connection with rural ministry;
and create local input into how
the money is spent.  We also
asked about whether greater
knowledge of conference min-

istries would
engender a spirit
of extravagant
generosity.
Generally speak-
ing most churches
said responded
that it would.   

We also asked
about the amount
of money churches
were asked to give
in support of con-
ference ministries.
Interestingly 11%
of them said they
weren’t being

asked to give enough!  Thirty
six per cent said their share was
too high.  The remaining group
(54%) indicated the amount
they were asked to give was
about right.  That means for two
thirds of the churches the
money is not the issue.  On the
other hand feeling connected
with what their money supports

is.  
This survey has served to

crystallize for our task force the
importance of the work we are
doing.  When over half of our
churches who responded have
attitudes about supporting con-
ference ministries that range
from indifferent to resentful, we
have much work to do in order
to engender a feeling of extrav-
agant generosity.  While we cel-
ebrated that most churches
knew we were a connectional
church, the fact that at least half
of our churches know nothing
about the ministries they are
supporting signals the need to
do a better job of making con-
nections.  

Our hope is to come forward
with specific recommendations
in the near future which will
encourage a sense of extrava-
gant generosity in support of
the ministries of our conference.
We thank all those churches that
responded and helped play a
part of this process.   We ask for
your prayers as we continue our
work.

Extravagant generosity is finding
joy in giving beyond expectation
for the purpose of serving others.

Providing food for people in countries that
have been touched by disasters is an impor-
tant part of the ministry of missions.

The people of the Texas Conference have always given above and
beyond what is “required” of them, thus, making extravagant gen-
erosity to others possible.
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‘Countdown to Conference’ starts now
Continued from page 1
take place in both the GRB and
the hotel it is possible to not need
transportation throughout the
event. 

Should participants elect to
leave the host hotel for a meal,
there still won’t be a need to
drive in downtown Houston.
Eight cab companies participate
in Houston’s “Six in the City”
program, which offers $6 fares
(per cab) anywhere downtown.
With more than two dozen
restaurants within five blocks of
the Hilton Americas-Houston and
the GRB, easy accessibility to
cabs will increase the affordable
eating options available to every-
one – including those who are
unable to walk to nearby eateries. 

How is the Annual
Conference site selected?In the
past, at the conclusion of each
Annual Conference gathering,
the pastor of the next year’s host
church symbolically invited the
conference to the pre-determined
host church. Delegates to the
Annual Conference affirmed that
invitation.  In 2011, there is no
host pastor; so, there was no
symbolic invitation or vote. 

According to the Book of
DisciplineParagraph 603.3, the
Bishop sets the date of Annual
Conference, and the Annual
Conference or a committee deter-
mines the location. As in the
past, the location of the next
Annual Conference must be
secured well in advance of the
current Annual Conference gath-
ering. The Annual Conference
Planning Team has embraced this
responsibility and endeavors to
select future Conference sites far
enough in advance to facilitate
the planning of fruitful, Spirit-led
events that are executed with
excellence. 

Where will conference be
held in 2012?The ACPT is
charged with researching and
securing locations for future
gatherings. The team currently is
considering Bryan-College
Station Convention Center,
Stephen F. Austin University in
Nacogdoches, Galveston and
other options throughout the
Annual Conference. Because the
TAC generally attracts more than
2,500 attendees, there are few
locations throughout the bounds

of the conference that can
accommodate the conference’s
meeting, worship and lodging
needs. 

Why is Annual Conference
held on Memorial Day week-
end?The Texas Annual
Conference can secure the best
hotel room rates on the holiday
weekend because of the surplus
of available rooms. When explor-
ing non-holiday dates for the
annual gathering, the quoted
room rates have been substantial-
ly higher. The Annual
Conference Planning Team con-
tinues to investigate scheduling
options, including hosting
Annual Conference after school
has been dismissed to include
more families, and hosting con-
ference over a weekend to
increase laity participation. 

Where do otherAnnual
Conferences meet? Most
Annual Conferences meet at con-
vention centers, universities,
hotels or conference camp
grounds. Throughout the denomi-
nation, there are very few Annual
Conferences that gather in
churches. While the Texas

Annual Conference is blessed
with mega-churches (defined as
those with more than 2,000 peo-
ple in worship), many annual
conferences don’t have a single
church that seats 1,000 people;
so, annual meetings cannot be
housed in a church facility. 

As the TAC delegation con-
tinues to grow (with more than
2,800 attending in 2010), the
TAC stretches to the limit the
strong churches hosting it – uti-
lizing more than 500 volunteers
from The Woodlands UMC last
year alone and occupying all
viable worship, meal and meet-
ing space in the building.
Meeting in convention centers
and hotels often expands the pos-
sibilities for Annual Conference
gatherings beyond what local
churches are sometimes able to
provide. Although flexible in
amenities and offerings, these
venues are not flexible in sched-
ule. Contracts often must be
signed two to three years in
advance because of the size of
the TAC.

Is a convention centeran
appropriately sacred space to

conduct church business? The
TAC Worship Team will lead the
effort to transform the George R.
Brown Convention Center into a
sacred space. But everyone who
attends will contribute to the
sacred nature of the space.
“God’s presence and our spirit
can make a place sacred,” said
Rev. B.T. Williamson, Assistant
to the Bishop. “There will be
visuals, music, liturgy and com-
munity, which will transform the
secular into the sacred.”

Combining the aesthetic
efforts of the TAC Worship Team
(which has consistently set the
stage for worship, reflection and
business), with the spirit of those
assembled, plus the ever-present
Holy Spirit, will yield a sacred
space in which the TAC can glo-
rify God through its business and
worship.

For a complete list of nearby
restaurants, transportation
options, hotels and more, visit
www.txcumc.org/TAC2011. Also,
keep watch for the “Countdown
to Conference,” which will
remind attendees of important
dates, opportunities and updated
information.

United Methodist aid worker killed in Afghanist an
A UMNS Report
By Linda Bloom 

Daniel Terry spent 40 years
of his life working as a volun-
teer with those most in need in
Afghanistan.

Fluent in several regional
languages, the 64-year-old
United Methodist layperson had
a deep understanding of the
Afghan culture — an under-
standing that he used to guide
the staff of international non-
profit organizations.

So it came as a shock when
leaders of the United Methodist
Board of Global Ministries,
which has supported Terry for
30 years, learned that he was
among the 10 aid workers killed
August 5 in a remote northeast
section of the country. The
Taliban later claimed responsi-
bility for the murders.

Only one other United
Methodist aid worker has been
murdered in recent decades. In
1977, Glenn Eschtruth, a doctor
who served in a Kinshasa mis-
sion hospital in the African
country then known as Zaire,

was killed by mercenary forces.
“It is almost beyond belief

that Dan Terry would be mur-
dered in Afghanistan,” said
Thomas Kemper, chief execu-
tive of Global Ministries. “He
loved the country with a passion

and worked tirelessly on behalf
of its most marginalized com-
munities.”

One of Terry’s skills was
building relationships with the
Afghan people, said David
Wildman, a Global Ministries
executive and Afghanistan
expert. “In all his work, he was
always asking, ‘What can I learn
from the community I’m
with?’”

At an August 9 press confer-
ence in Kabul, Dirk R. Frans,
executive director of
International Assistance
Mission, confirmed that the 10
people killed were volunteer
members of the group’s missing
Nuristan Eye Camp team.

Besides Terry, the other
Americans confirmed dead were
Dr. Tom Little, an optometrist
and the team’s leader; Cheryl
Beckett of Knoxville,
Tennessee; Brian Carderelli of
Harrisonburg, Virginia; Dr. Tom
Grams, a dentist from Durango,
Colorado; and Glen Lapp, a
nurse from Lancaster,
Pennsylvania.

Also killed were Mahram Ali

and Jawed, both of Afghanistan;
Daniela Beyer of Germany; and
Dr. Karen Woo, a British citi-
zen. Two other Afghan team
members, Said Yasin and
Safiullah, survived.

“We want to pay tribute to
each of our colleagues who
died, to their commitment to
serve the Afghan people,” Frans
said. “Those who have known
them and seen them at work can
do nothing but pay the highest
tribute to them.”

Frans characterized Little as
“the driving force behind much
of what has been achieved in
eye care in Afghanistan” and
said he and Terry had worked
together there for years. Both
were so devoted to the Afghan
people that they made the coun-
try their home.

Terry and his wife, Seija, a
nurse, raised their three daugh-
ters in Afghanistan. He worked
for many years in Lal-wa
Sarjangal, relating with local
communities and serving as a
liaison with aid groups and the
government.

Rev. Bruce Griffith, a friend

of Terry’s and a Global
Ministries executive, said Terry
often helped the aid groups pro-
vide services to remote areas.

“Dan’s work related broadly
to nonprofit relief and medical
organizations in Afghanistan,”
he explained. “He was a United
Methodist gift to the humanitari-
an cause in a country that has
known bloodshed and pain for
decades. He represented hope,
peace, justice and compassion.”

Frans disputed Taliban
claims that the team was prose-
lytizing and distributing Bibles
in the Dari language.

While registered as a
Christian organization,
International Assistance Mission
functions solely as an aid
agency.  He pointed out that
their teams would not be invited
back to the villages where they
work “if we were using aid as a
cover for preaching.”

*Bloom is a United Methodist
News Service multimedia reporter
based in New York.  Some quoted
material was provided by the United
Methodist Board of Global
Ministries.

Daniel Terry, 64, was part of an
aid team killed in Afghanistan.

A UMNS photo courtesy of 
International Assistance Mission.



Nearly 4,000 youth found friendships, fun and faith
at Lakeview Methodist Assembly this summer. Summer
camping attendance is steadily increasing – with 3,837
kids at camp this year, up from 3,630 in 2009.

And, like attendance, the spiritual formation of
youth is on the rise as well. 

“I feel like the unconditional love of God is made
the most clear when you’re in community with people
for a set period of time – camp offers that,” said Rev.
Conway, Texas Annual Conference director of youth

and young adult ministries. 
That love is evidenced in a variety of ways – from

expanding one’s circle of friends to expanding one’s
self confidence. 

“You can’t go to camp and not get to know other
people and they not get to know you,” Conway said.
“And, the level of affirmation that kids can experience
at camp is very rare compared to what they would
experience anywhere.”

Why is such affirmation important for youth? “An

atmosphere of love is an entrance way into the king-
dom. Camp can provide that – an encounter with the
Holy Spirit,” said Conway. 

That spirit of community and fellowship was also
high atop the list of reasons to love Lakeview that Rev.
Matt Idom, chair of TAC camping ministries and co-
coordinator of the West District camp, shared.

“Our kids are coming to a camp that’s not a ‘recre-
ational, narcissistic’camp. It is about relationship,”
Idom said. “Because we’re dependent on volunteer-
driven programs, we’re able to charge half to one-
fourth of what it would cost to go to most Christian
camps. We don’t offer jet skis or equestrian events, but
our camp keeps growing. So, you have to ask why?

“The why, is that young people develop relationship
with Christ and each other.  Connectionally, it is the
strongest program in the entire annual conference that
develops Methodist-to-Methodist relationships across
community boundaries [of] geography, race, class and
economics.”

Conway prays that the ministry can continue to
grow in this spirit: “My hope for the summer camping
ministry of the conference is that we provide a quality
camping experience for any youth within the bounds of
our conference that is rich in fellowship and disciple-
ship opportunities, and that constraints of cost and trav-
el do not exclude anyone from participating.” 

The increase in numbers of campers at every age
level and in most districts shows the continued spiritual
and financial support of camp among local churches
and through district scholarships. 

The seeds being planted in churches and districts
are being watered annually at camp. And, an optional
survey among the mid-high and senior-high campers
proved the fruitfulness of the efforts. Nearly all the
respondents – 720 of 746 – said they know God will
use them in their future work – either as a pastor, mis-
sionary or in whatever capacity they serve. 

“That ought to say something about the uniqueness
and specialness of Lakeview,” Idom said.
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Summer , spiritual education at Lakeview equip

Water relay games helped kids
keep cool all summer long at
Lakeview.

The South District High
School campers represent in
mass numbers.

Worship and crafts (page 5)
always help round out the
camping experience.



Our youth were consistent-
ly telling their stories and how
Lakeview gave them a place to
be apart from the craziness in
their lives helping them to
grow in their relationship with
Christ. Our camp strives to
help our youth find their voice
and way into all that ministry
could hold for them. One of
our morning options was no-
sew blankets, which will go to
the Gabriel Project, an unwed
mothers’outreach.
Susy McAdams, 
South District 

We had about 83 fourth and
fifth graders. During our clos-
ing worship service on Friday,
I asked the kids how many of
them had made a first time
commitment to Christ during
the week, and 34 of them
raised their hands.

I also told them that I knew
they were very young, but
maybe some of them felt that
the Lord was calling them to
full-time Christian service as
pastors, missionaries, or other
types of ministers, and 14
raised their hands. We had a
great camp with lots of fun,
lots of preaching the Gospel
and lots of changed lives for
Jesus.
Dan Darby
Southeast District 

We had a powerful testimo-
ny from a young man (maybe
14 years old) named Jacob,
who is from Texarkana and
recently survived a terrible
flood in a campground where
he was staying with family and
friends. The campers in the
mid-high worship that night
were blown away by the power
of God at work through this
young man's experience and
life. He is a great speaker for
such a young guy and is
exploring his call to ministry.

Other highlights: the amaz-
ing worship provided by the
musicians from First UMC
Chandler, a Ginsu-knife ser-
mon illustration by yours truly
at mid-high, an American Idol
musical competition at 7th
grade, a birthday celebration
that involved the honoree get-
ting covered in silly string.

Rev. Sunny Farley
North/Nor thwest District 
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, spiritual education at Lakeview equip s youth for school, service and more

A few testimonies
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Mission effort s go north to Alaska
By Rose Brewer
Committee on Native
American Ministries

During the summer months,
the climate in Houston, Texas
can become almost unbearable.
Mission workers from three
states, Colorado, New Mexico
and Texas found a way to beat
the summer heat.  For their
mission trip, this group of
United Methodists went to
Nome, Alaska.

The area surrounding
Nome, Alaska has ice and snow

on the ground for most of the
year, so, the summer months
are the only time for outdoor

construction, maintenance and
repair work can be done.  The
Partners in Mission team will
do maintenance and repair
work at Community UMC and
the Youth Center in Nome, pos-
sibly building a tent-platform at
the church’s fish-camp near the
Bering Sea, and help with
maintenance and repair on
homes of Native American eld-
ers in the church family.

Often, mission work teams
are made up mostly of people
from one church.  This year,
however, the Nome team is

quite a diverse team.
Eleven United
Methodists from
Friendship UMC in
Porter, St. Mark’s UMC
on Pecore Street in
Houston, 1st UMC in
Angleton, and
Atascocita UMC, as
well as two people
from Grand Junction,
Colorado, and two
retired missionaries
from the Navajo area in
New Mexico.

After working in
Nome for eight days,
the group spent two
days sightseeing in the
Anchorage and Seward
areas before boarding
their return flights
home.  Among the
planned activities were
riding the Alaska
Railroad through beau-
tiful scenery between

steep mountain peaks on one
side and the waters of Cook
Inlet on the other side, to the

seaside town of Seward where
the team visited the Alaska Sea
Life Center, and the fishing
harbor.  Other sites included a
boat cruise within 300 feet of
the front edge of Portage
Glacier.  In Anchorage they vis-
ited the Native American
Heritage Center, the Alaska
Experience Theater, and vari-
ous souvenir shops.

Rev. Don White, PIM coor-
dinator of Texas Conference
mission teams to Alaska for
eleven years, says the best way
to see Alaska is to be part of a
mission work team.  “You get
to work and visit with the local
people, usually sightsee in the
local area in the evenings, plus
two days of R & R at the end
of the work time.  On the com-
mercial cruise-trips you are
usually limited to a day or even
a few hours in a port town, and
usually basically limited to
shopping at the cruise-lines-
owned stores around the port.
On mission trips you are
involved with the local people.”

Members of the Texas
Conference CONAM
(Committee on Native
American Ministries) that par-
ticipated on the trip, are:
Glenna and Jerry Brayton, Rose
and Ben Brewer, Deborah
Brown, Margarett and Jim
Goodson, Amy McBrayer, Paul
and Dorcas West and Don
White.

If you would like to get
involved in mission trips to
Alaska, contact Don White at
832-794-8162 or don-
vivwhite@juno.com.

North to Alaska!  For these mission workers, that call is not just the title of a movie.  It is the call
of God for the work to be done in Nome, a town located in the northwestern part of Alaska.

Team members work togetheron a framework for the youth camp site and on railing for
Community UMC in Nome, Alaska.

Pastor David Fison carved a totem pole
tells the Christmas and Easterstories
in the style and symbolism of the
Tsimshian people of Alaska.

The Holy Land as
you have never seen
it before
Slideshow Stories of Israel

Sunday, August 29 at 4
p.m., a photographic depic-
tion of the land of Israel and
its people will be presented at
St. Paul’s UMC in Houston,
Texas.

The event will be present-
ed by John Curry.  Curry
teaches Bible history at St.
Paul UMC.  “This material
will give me instructional
material for a number of
years,” he said. 

Curry, along with Ken
Groue, Jim Dinn and Mark
Stout spent nine days in Israel
and Jordan on a photo shoot.

The focus of this program
is to share, through photo-
graphs what the group learned
in Israel.   St. Paul’s UMC is
located at 5501 Main Street,
Houston, Texas.  For more
information, contact the
church at 713-528-0527.

This is the Western Wall of the Temple Mount with the Dome of
the Rock visible above.

Team Leader training
for Partners In Mission

All team members planning
to volunteer in Haiti must have
Team Leader Training.  Please
sign up in plenty of time so
you can be prepared when your
team leaves.   All Team
Leaders volunteering at PIM
mission sites must have Team
Leader Training.

Identical Saturday trainings
will be held September 18 at

Wesley UMC, located at 3810
N. Major Drive in Beaumont,
Texas and Falvey Memorial
UMC located at 130 Rusk
Street in Wells, Texas.  Each
training session will be from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.  

The cost of $15 per person
includes the manual, snacks,
lunch and Safe Sanctuary
overview. 
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Ministry Snapshots
A demonstration of love in action
Texas Conference Cooperative School of Christian Mission
focused on bringing light out of darkness

By Charlene Fowler
Communications Coordinator
United Methodist Women  

Faith. Hope. Love in Action
was the theme that exemplified
the 2010 Texas Conference
Cooperative School of
Christian Mission at Lakeview,
July 29-31. 

“As people of FAITH, we
trust in the promise of Christ to
bring light into darkness and
new life to brokenness and
death.  As people of HOPE, we
celebrate and share the good
news of Jesus Christ.  Together
in the world we are partners in
God’s mission of healing and
wholeness so that all might
have abundant life.  As people
of God, we LOVE because God
first loved us.  It is out of that
love that we welcome all into
community, unite what is divid-
ed, mend what is broken, call
for peace where there is war,
make just what is unjust, and
offer hope where there is
despair.  FAITH. HOPE. LOVE
IN ACTION:  All God’s people
in mission together in the
world!”  

Two hundred thirty-two
laity and clergy participants
attended, 48 of which were first
timers.  The three Mission
Studies were offered in two dif-

ferent class offerings.  Also
offered were two hands-on
Mission classes.  

With the leadership of Don
White, one hands-on project
painted and worked on repairs
to Lakeview’s Wyndham
dorms.  Denise Dubois led
groups of crafters in UMCOR
projects of school bags, sewing
kits and birthing kits and other
mission craft items.

Conference instructors,
School Deans, and UMW
Conference Officers attended
the Gulf Coast Regional School
at Dillard University in June to
prepare for our Texas
Conference school.  Dr. David

Otto, Rev. Linda O’Neal and
Rev. Rhenel Johnson led the
spiritual growth study on the
Epistles of John, Team teachers
Elaine Kimzey and Rev. Lisa
Beth White led the eight hour
class “Joy to the World”.
Alyce Christian led the four
hour class.  Rev. Ruby Nelson,
Rev. Ray Nelson and Charlotte
Newton taught the geographical
study, “The Courage and
Beauty of Sudan”.

The weekend school was
not only work and study.
Enrichment classes, personal
reflection and study time, wor-
ship, singing and fellowship
were also integral parts of the
weekend.  Worship leader
Evelyn Cox led participants in
practicing and singing many
new contemporary songs for
the worship plenaries.  Eight
enrichment class leaders
offered timely topics on mis-
sion, life and family skills to
the fellowship.

There were activities for
children and youth led by
Ayanna Tasby-Bertrand and
Theresa Graham, respectively.
Swimming and the David
Barber Challenge Course were
part of the weekend highlights.  

If you missed it this year,
put the Cooperative School of
Christian Mission on your cal-
endar for 2011.  Save the date
of July 28 – 30, 2011.

Rev. Ray Nelson talks with participants about the life in the
country of Sudan.  Rev. Nelson and Charlotte Newton taught
the geographical study, that focused on the courage and beau-
ty of the people there.

Rev. Michelle Hall, Chaplain of Wiley College leads the children
and youth in prayer after one of the arts and crafts sessions.

By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection

All men and clergy are
invited and encouraged to
come and enjoy the Fall
Conference of United
Methodist Men at
Atascocita UMC on
Saturday, September 18,
2010. 

Keynote Speakers
This

year’s
confer-
ence is
especially
exciting.
Brett
Clemmer,
Vice
President

of Leadership Development
with Man in the Mirror, an
organization whose focus is to
serve pastors and leaders who
reach men.  Man in the
Mirror’s vision is to engage
every man in America with a

credible offer to Christ and
with resources to grow.  The
organization works toward this
end by serving pastors and
leaders who share their pas-
sion to reach men.

Clemmer has been with the
Man in the Mirror organiza-
tion since the year of 2000.
He has spoken at many men’s
events and conferences, work-
shops and training programs
internationally and throughout
the United States.  He is the

co-author, along with Patrick
Morley and David Delk of No
Man Left Behind: How to
Build and Sustain a Thriving
Disciple-Making Ministry for
Every Man in Your Church.

Rev. Matt Neely, pastor of
The Watershed Church, a new
church start in the Texas
Conference is also a singer
and songwriter. 

Neely has traveled exten-
sively performing in concerts
and speaking engagements.  In
addition to all of this, he has
recorded seven CDs.
According to Neely, “his
greatest love is following
Christ and encouraging others
to do likewise.”

The registration fee of $30
for the conference includes
breakfast and lunch.  Music
will be performed by
Atascocita UMC’s praise and
worship band, Connexion.
On-line registration can be
done at www.tcumm.org under
Fall Conference or for more
information, contact Ken
Tielke at 713-724-9755 or
enwtielke@aol.com. 

Fall Conference for
United Methodist Men  –
pushing forward through
discipleship

Brett Clemmer

Matt Neely
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries

Send Spo tlight submissions t o:

t helma j@me t hodis ts.ne t or call 7 13-52 1-9383

Fellowship Opportunities

Back To Church Sunday
United Methodist congregations
are among the more than 1,500
churches across the U. S. that
have committed to participate in
Back to Church Sundayon
September 12. 

Churches agree to send out invi-
tations and hold special services
to welcome back people who
once attended church — but
have not recently.  Last year,
Outreach Inc., a California-
based church marketing compa-
ny that supports the initiative,
found participating churches
increased their weekend atten-
dance on average by 19 percent.
Resources for planning Back to
Church Sundayare available at
www.backtochurch.com.

Young To Preach Asbury
Memorial UMC Revival
Asbury Memorial UMC will
host its annual revival August
25-27, at 7 p.m. nightly.  
Rev. Lawrence Young, District
Superintendent of the Central
South District, will be the fea-
tured speaker. 

Men will lead the services on
Wednesday; women will lead on
Thursday and the youth are in
charge on Friday. 

“Oh, For A Closer Walk With
Jesus” is the theme, based on
Luke 24:13-35, where Christ is
on the Road to Emmaus.

The address of Asbury
Memorial UMC is 215 Medina
Street, Houston, Texas, 77012.
The church phone number is
713-926-5601. Rev. Anjelita
Dirden is the church’s pastor.

Mission Opportunities 

Healing Hands Ranch 
Needs Workers
Volunteers are needed for week-

long or weekend service at the
Healing Hands Ranch in
Conroe. 

The ranch is a halfway resi-
dence for deaf men who have
been released from prison. Cost:
$250-275 per person. 

Contact Scott De Loach, P.O.
Box 1455, Willis, 77378; 936-
856-0819 or 
sdeloach@deafprison.org. To
learn more about the ministry,
visit: www.healinghandsranch.org.

Nurses Needed In Haiti
UM Volunteers in Mission, the
General Board of Global
Ministries, and UMCOR are
seeking nurses with prior Haiti
mission experience to volunteer
for earthquake relief for an
extended period of time. 

Service opportunities range
from two months to two years. 

For more information, contact
Nancy Eubanks at
nteubanks@gmail.com.

Volunteers In Chile Needed
Teams are now needed in Chile
for earthquake recovery. 

Contact Denise Soto Vergara,
UM Volunteers in Mission
Coordinator for Chile at
denise_178@yahoo.com. 

Three host churches in the area
have been identified and are
ready to receive teams.   

Learning Opportunities

Powerful Tools for Caregivers
At one time or another most of
us find ourselves in the role of
caregiver for a loved one.
Often we are surprised to find
that the life lessons we have
mastered are not sufficient as
we struggle with our new role in
caring for our parent, spouse or
other loved one. 

This six-week series is designed
to provide caregivers with use-
ful, simple tools that will reduce
stress and increase confidence
as caregivers.  The sessions will
be led by St. Luke's Center for
Counseling and Life
Enrichment staff and Jillian Hill
from The Buckingham.  

The group will meet on
Mondays, 5:30-7:30, September
13-October 25 at St. Luke's
Counseling and Life
Enrichment Center located at
2719 Joanel (across Edloe Street
and St. Luke's UMC).  Although
the workshop is free, registra-
tion is required and needed by
September 6.  A light supper
will be provided.  

For more information or to reg-
ister, call Dee Haggard, St.
Luke's Center for Counseling
and Life Enrichment, 713 402-
5046.  

If you or someone you know is
suffering from mental illness or
overwhelming emotional stress
and could use some support,
contact the St. Luke's Center for
Counseling and Life
Enrichment, 713-402-5046.

North District To Train Local
Church Workers
“Let’s Make It Easier” is the
theme of an upcoming “sharing
workshop” in the North District.
Informative sessions will be
held for local church workers
on: DOVE, Vital Statistics,
Salary Sheets, Communications,
Membership Rolls, Finance,
Charge Conference Reports, and
more. 

The event is free and includes
lunch. Mark your calendar for
Tuesday, August 24, 9 a.m. - 2
p.m. The workshop will be held
at First UMC, 400 N. Fredonia
St., Longview, 75601. For more
information, contact Anna M.
Rohde at 903-758-7003 or

aroh@sbcglobal.net. 

Districts Partner For
Lay SpeakerAcademy
The Central South, South and
Southwest districts are partner-
ing to equip church and commu-
nity leaders, teachers and wor-
ship leaders. 

The joint event will be held
Saturdays, September 11 and
September 18 at Bellaire UMC.
For additional information, visit
the web site,
www.txcumc.org/news/detail/1731.

Volunteers in Team Leader
Training for People Who are
Hard of Hearing will be held
Friday, September 24 from 10
a.m.– 5 p.m. at Cypress UMC in
Cypress, TX. It will be held
prior to the UMC Congress of
the Deaf.Visit the web site:
www.txcumc.org/news/detail/1736.

Save The Date for Founders’
Day at Gammon
The 127th Founders’Day and
71st Thirkield-Jones Lecture
Series is planned for October
18-20, at Gammon Theological
Seminary, 653 Beckwith St.,
Atlanta, Georgia, 30314.
The event will begin Monday at
6 p.m., and conclude
Wednesday at noon. For more
information, contact Madelyn
Greene at 404-581-0310 or
mgreenegammon@bellsouth.net. 

CE credits available; event will
enrich everyone in Christian-
related vocations. Cost: $185. 

To learn more about Gammon,
visit: www.gammonseminary.org. 

Clergy health summit
Lake Junaluska, along with the
General Board of Pensions and
Health Benefits of The United
Methodist Church will host the
African-American Clergy
Health Summit: A Self Care
Covenant, September 27-28,

2010. 

Participants will participate in a
self-care covenant workshop
designed specifically for
African-American clergy, which
reflects the health summit’s
theme, “Wanting to Heal and Be
Healed,” John 5: 1-9. 

The summit and workshops will
be led by The Rev. Dr. Embra
Jackson, Assistant to the Bishop
of the Mississippi Annual
Conference, and Edmond
Pienkosz, Health and Wellness
Manager of the General Board
of Pensions and Health
Benefits. 

Details: http://www.lakejunalus-
ka.com/2010-health-summit or
828-454-6730.

Mission Bend UMC Seminar
On Healing and
Reconciliation 
Father Matthew Linn, S.J., who
has conducted seminars in over
50 countries, will lead this sem-
inar to help heal the hurts of
your past relationships and pro-
vide a simple process to allow
you to walk into a brighter
future with new freedom.
Father Linn has co-authored 21
books which have sold over a
million copies in English alone
and translated into over 20 lan-
guages.

The seminar is scheduled for
August 28 at 8:30 a.m. and ends
at 4 p.m.  

The registration fee of $20
includes a continental breakfast
and lunch.  For more informa-
tion, contact Pat Howell at
(281) 498-5701 or
pathowell@hotmail.com. 

Mission Bend UMC is located
at 3710 Highway 6 South. The
church phone number is 281-
565-4567.


