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New Year'’s resolutions from downhill skiing

Bob and | were blessed to gospecial treat for me. In the

skiing in December with our
son Matt, daughtein-law
Shambryn, two grandchildren,
and a group of their friends.
Neither Bob nor | are “naturals”
when it comes to skiing.

In fact, the two of us didi’
learn to ski until Matt and
David were in elementary

school. We had been appointed

to a church with a long history
of an annual family ski trip, and
our children begged to join in.
That meant Bob and | had to
learn to ski! After that, we
often made a ski trip our family
Christmas gift to one another
Over the years, Bob and |
learned to ski.

I havent been skiing for

process of remembering and
relearning old skills, it occurred
to me that some of those learn
ings ofer useful lessons for the
New Year Here are my New
Year's resolutions from down
hill skiing.

1. If you are not falling, you
are not learning.

Even the best skiers fall —
remember th&Vinter Olympics?
They fall because they are eon
tinually trying to ski better
higher and fasteAlthough |

and less worried about making
mistakes. JohkVesley was
never satisfied with the status

New Years Resolution #2 is
to lean forward into 2010.
Living 2010 by repeating 2009

quo. He continued to learn and will likely result in loosing my

grow until the very end of his
life. | also want to continue to
learn and worry less about mis
takes.

2. Lean slightly forward at

all times.

This action is totally count
erintuitive for beginning skiers.
Ones natural inclination is to
pull back or lean back in order
to slow down or stop. However
leaning back shifts a skier
center of gravity dfbalance,

balance. Even when | want to
return to the past where | feel
safe, | need to lean forward into
God’s dream.

3. Pay attention to your
surroundings.

The Colorado ski resorts
have received below-normal
snowfall this yearso the slopes
are really icy Thin snow means
that rocks, twigs and grass are
closer to the surface than nor
mal. It is easy to catch an edge

My final New Year's resolution is to pray
more frequently, pray longer, and pray more
earnestly No matter how slippery the slope
in 2010, no matterhow many times we fall,
no matter the times we forget to pay atten
tion to the changes anund us, we can be
confident that God has gone befa prepar-

ing the way:

often fall because I'm just clum frequently resulting in a spill.
sy, | also fall because | keep try Leaning slightly forward puts
ing to ski better — and | have one’s center of gravity over the have emaged as a new hazard.

the bruises to prove it!

and fall. To add to the natural
environment, snowboarders

tops of the skis where the skier The beginning ski slopes are

New Years Resolution #1 is can use his/her whole body to now filled with novice snow
several years, so this trip was a to be more attentive to learning control the skis.

Methodist respond
with prayer and aid for Haiti

Continued on page 8

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Haiti, who experienced a
devastating earthquake January 12.

Make donations payable T@xasAnnual Conference. Memo Line:
UMCOR International Disaster Respoms#vance #418325

The United Methodist Reporter (USPS 954-500) is published weekly by UMR Communications, 1221 Profit Drive, Dallas Texas 75247-3919. Periodicals postage paid at Dallas Texas and additional mailing
offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to The United Methodist Reporter. PO Box 660275, Dallas Texas 75266-0275.
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Gil Hanke named top executive
of United Methodist Men

By Kathy L. Gilbert
United Methodist
News Service

Costa Rica and a trip fiomsk,  knows me is surprised by my taught the value of faith,” King

Siberia. decision to accept this position. said. “We need to identify men
The trips provided assistanceAll that has gone before has  and help them see how exciting

and training for children with  prepared me for this time.” ministry can be and how fulfil

The United Methodist hearing impairments and other Others agree. ing and blessed their lives can

Church handicapping conditions that “I am delighted with the be as they center themselves in
needs affect communication and swal selection of Gil Hanke as the  a mission that helps them fulfill
men, lowing. new general secretahsaid not only their purpose but the
and He also hasheen a church  Bishop James King, who now purpose of creation.”

men leader at the local, annual and serves as president of the 23- Hanke said it has been an
need a national church levels. He was member commission. “Gil has ahonor “watching men leave bur
spiritual the first layman to serve as profound faith in God combined dens and pain at the cross and at
home. president of the Commission onwith a love for mers ministry  the same time pick up skills,
The United Methodist Men from which makes an awesome com knowledge and a new and

chat 2005-2008. bination for efectiveness. revived relationship with their
lenge is He has served as president “He is aware of the issues families and friends through a

bringing the two togethesaid  of United Methodist Men in his facing mens ministry today and new and revived relationship

Gilbert C. Hanke, the new top local church, district, and annu the resources available to with Jesus Christ.”

executive for the Commission al conference, and as president address those issues.” This new job, he said, “is a

on United Methodist Men. of the NationalAssociation of Both King and Hanke said call that has been placed on my
Hanke, 59, will become top Conference Presidents of Unitedhe commission and the whole heart.”

staf executive of the agency = Methodist Men. He has been a church needs to be concerned

February 1. delegate from th&exasAnnual about
“Men are searching for Conference to the 1996, 2000, reaching |

something spiritual, and many 2004 and 2008 General out to

are looking in the wrong Conferences, the denomina young pee
places,” Hanke said. “The tion’s top legislative body ple and
United Methodist Church is In 1996, he served on the  “bringing
uniquely equipped to help men legislative committee that them into

because of that wonderful bal approved a proposal to create the faith.”
ance between personal and spirthe General Commission on “Itis
itual piety as JohkVesley calls United Methodist Men, and he critical that
it. We are always growing and presented the resolution to the young pee
understanding our relationship Denver assembly ple, particu |
to Jesus Christ.” He is music director and haslarly young

For men, a key component been a member of Perritte men, come
is putting that understanding ~ Memorial UMC in into the
into action, he added. NacogdochesTexas, for 28 faith and

“I think some men are years. He also teaches an adultare formed |
tougher nuts to cracRhey will  Sunday school class and directsas disciples

discover Jesus Christ with their both the sanctuary and bell of Jesus
hand on a hammer sooner than choirs. Christ.We
they will discover Christ with are at a crit
their hand on a Bible.” Called to serve ical place in

Hanke is congratulated by Dr Zawdie Abiade,
the church Saff E>.<ecut|ve Wlltf'] the General Bpgrd of H|gh§r
and in our Education and Ministry after receiving his cetifi -

“From a distance, my com the life of

Leading by example ing to this position follows a
Hanke has combined his logical progression,” Hanke

professional career as a speechsaid. “That progression was not history when cation as a specialist in mes’ ministry.
pathologist with his service in  always visible to me, but it was more and
the church, leading 18 mission clear to my brothers and sisters more men

trips to Haiti, eight trips to in Christ. No one that really need to be

Week of Prayerfor Christian Unity

night of the week of prayer
January 18 - 25, 2010.

Photo by Linda Green
UMNS

Catholic Church
January 22, 7 p.nWindsor
Village UMC

Ecumenism Christians of all confessions
has shown how will collaborate during the
important week-long observance to come
prayer is for together in prayer Schedule January 23, 6 p.m. Christ the
Christian unity TheWeek of Prayer for January 18, 7 p.nt.he Co- King Lutheran Church
and for 100 Christian Unity is a worldwide Cathedral of the Sacred Heart January 24, 6 p.m.tSMartin's
years, Christians have gatheredcelebration in which Christians January 19, 7 p.m.tSMary's Episcopal Church
around the world to pray in of all denominations come Seminary Chapel January 25, 7 p.nt.he Co-
communion with the prayer of together to pray for Christian  January 20, 7 p.m. USThapel Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
Jesus "that they all may be one'Unity. Various Christian com  of . Basil
(John 17:21). Houston-area munities will be hosting each  January 21, 7 p.m.tSTheresa
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Lutherans and
Methodist s celebrate
full communion

Lutherans and Methodists
will celebrate a historic event

on January 17, 2010, at 4 p.m.

at S. Pauls UMC in Houston.
LastAugust, meeting in
Minneapolis, the Evangelical
Lutheran Church il\merica

retaining their
unique histories
and strengths. Full
communion is not
a meger of
denominations.
Nevertheless,
because of this
agreement,
Lutherans and
Methodists will
have full inter
changability of
rostered leaders.
In other words, a
Lutheran can
serve as pastor at
a Methodist
Church and a
Methodist can
serve as pastor at a Lutheran
Church.

Michael Rinehart, bishop
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Houston comment
ed,“Martin Luther and John
Wesley are towering figures in

voted 958 to 51 to adopt a full Christian historyl’'m delight

communion agreement with
the United Methodist Church.

ed to see them coming togeth
er” This agreement is the eul

The assembly also voted to seimination of 32 years of eeu

up a coordinating committee
to work out the details of how
that agreement will translate
into action.

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie
of the United Methodist
Church and Bishop Michael
Rinehart of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church il\merica
will preside at a Festival
Eucharist to be held at.S
Pauls. Clegy and deacons of
both denominations will be
invited to robe and proceds.
reception will follow to allow

menical talks. “| married a
Methodist,” Rinehart said.
“Susan and | were married at
North Broadway United
Methodist Church in
Columbus, Ohio. I've been in
full communion with the
Methodists for over 20 years.”

There are 4.7 million mem
bers in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church idmerica.
The United Methodist Church
has 1.5 million members
worldwide.

The public is invited to this

for friendships and alliances to celebration of full communion

develop.

at 8. Pauls UMC Houston

In essence, the agreement which is located at 5400

says that the denominations
recognize their unity in bap
tism, faith and practice, while

o

“&3

Fannin $reet.

gg_ Evangelical Lutheran
p Churchin America

God's work. Our hands.
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Attending the United Methodist Global Young
People's Convocation, the gyup, "Just Us Youth," is
a part of the Community Developers Pogram at the
General Board of Global Ministries.

Image by: Courtesy Nicola Spencer
Source: Community and Institutional Ministries

Honor Dr . King with a
Human Relations Day gif t

SundayJanuary 17 is
Human Relations Dayne of
the six churchwide Special
Sundays with dérings ofThe
United Methodist Church.
Human Relations Day is cele

brated on the Sunday before théhem to provide services in

national observance of Dr
Martin Luther King Jr's birth
day

The day is intended to
strengthen United Methodist
outreach to communities in the
United Sates and Puerto Rico,
encouraging social justice and
work with at-risk youth.

The United Methodist Book
of Discipline describes the pur
pose of Human Relations Day
as a call to “the Church to rec
ognize the right of all God’
children in realizing their
potential as human beings in
relationship with each othér

Through the Community
Developers program, United
Methodist churches assist min
istries in racial-ethnic United
Methodist congregations and
communities throughout the
United Sates. Local congrega
tions initiate the work of a
community developercreate
effective responses to specific

community needs, create a et offering was up to $689,047.

About Special Sundays

Six times throughout the year
United Methodist congregation§
celebrate churchwide Special
Sundays with dérings.Your
support is critical to the survival
of these important ministries
and for sharing God'qgifts
around the world.

Churchwide Special Sundays
with offerings enable United
Methodists to der refuge in
times of disasteipromote peace
and justice, provide scholar
ships and student loans, reach
out to the communityteach
skills to encourage self-guf
ciency and share the love of
Jesus Christ with Gosl'people
everywhereYour support is
critical to the survival of these
important ministries and for
sharing Gods gifts around the
world.

A resource is available for
download that explains the six
Special Sundays and how to
promote them.

Human Relations Day:

Januaryl7.

One Great Hour of Sharing:

work of community developersMarch 14.

that assist each othemd pre  NativeAmerican Ministries

vide training and resources forSundayApril 18.

them. Peace with Justice Sunday: Mgy
These congregations make 30.

systemic changes that allow Werld Communion Sunday:
October 3.

United Methodist fudent Day:

their communities, ranging
November 28.

from such topics as education,
substance abuse, employment
training, afordable housing, at-
risk youth programs,
HIV/AIDS testing and counsel
ing, and much more.

Through United Methodist
Voluntary Services, the Gener
Board of Global Ministries
seeks to support grass-roots
organizations that work through To order resources for you

youth and young adult volen church to celebrate Human

teers to challenge oppression o4 a4ions Daycall 1-888-346-
and injustice and to improve  gg45 (- visit

the lives and fulfill the potentia{NWW txcume.org/hrday

fif thosi v;/]hom”,]esus called the.o . rces. The free resources
east of these. include giving envelopes,

posters, video, website icons,

A gain in giving and a document on motivating
Human Relations Day fefr- participation in Special

ings have seen an increase in Sundays
the past four year3he 2005 The c.omplete Special
offering was $547,373; while Sundays planning guide is

the 2006 gift jumped to online atwww.txcumc.oo/
$673,490. In 2007, &drings

specialsundays
totaled $623,966; and the 2008 :

Do you have questions about g
specific Special Sunday? Go td
www.UMCgiving.owg to find

the answers.

To read additional stories
adf lives, changed and go to
www.txcumc.org/hrdaystories
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‘Rise above legality to Godlir

People of faith called to welcome the stranger a

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo and Bishopndrew Doyle of the Pebysterian
Church process out of the interfaith immigration eform event at $. Paul’'s UMC Houston.

By Eleanor L. Colvin is through their parent3he who cant speak for them
Communications process is expected to take six selves...Criminalizing individu
TexasAnnual Conference to 10 years. als like Cintia and people in

For the Perez familyit took  your congregations...is beyond

Cintia Perez would like to  longer; their permanent residentthe pale for what people of faith
work as a genetic researcher in status was not established by should stand fot said Bishop
a forensics lab or a cancer Cintia’s letbirthday At which Huie.
research centeinstead, the 24- (e she became a criminalin ~ 1he Episcopal leaders and
yearold works at a pizzeria — e eyes of the government, ~ More than 400 clgy and lay
answering the phone, making Cintia’s case is representa advocates of the United
pizzas and mopping the floors. tjye of thousands of undoeu Methodist, Baptist, Catholic,
She has the degrees —in micro mented workers and immigrant EPiscopal, Jewish, Lutheran
biology and molecular genetic youth inTexas and the nation, @nd Presbyterian denominations A diverse crowd. Rev Romonica Malone Westbury UMC, sits

technology — plus state board  and is among the reasons an  in the Houston area gathered next to Rabbi Dan Gordon ofTemple BethTorah in Humble.
exams that would license her tojnterfaith coalition of clegy for a prayer service (in English,
practice What she doeshhave recently stood with Bishop Spanish and Hebrew) that Rev. Justin Coleman, & Luke’'s UMC Gethsemane campus,
is citizenship papers. Janice Riggle Huie and focused people on the scriptural and SisterHelen Spanos of Sa@d Heart Co-Cathedral in
Each year65,000 students  cardinal Daniel DiNardo to call Pasis for immigration reform Houston listen to the seven principles encompassed in the

like Perez — who immigrated {5y humane reformation of and the denominationshared statement forreform.
with her parents to the U.S. as gxmericas immigration laws. ~ Social principle: to welcome the
ﬁh": - gracliu?rt]e fro:Amerlllcan “We have the responsibility strag‘lger f . Visit www .txcumec.org/voices

'gh schoolsIhe only path 10 9 speak out on behalf of those press conterence an to view immigrant testimonials.
legal citizenship for these youth panel discussion followed wor
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ess and righteousness’

Nnd support humane reformation of immigration law:

ship, which enabled the denemi in revising unethical and inhu
nations’top leaders to introduce mane laws.

and explain “The Houston Because education will be
Interfaith Satement on Humane key, a list of “myths and reali
Immigration Reform,” which ties” was provided and is avall
includes the following seven able atwww.txcumc.og.
principles: One of the most prevalent
e Uphold family unity myths is that “immigrants take

e Create a process to earn  jobs and opportunities away
legal status and citizenship from Americans and drain the

e Protect workers and provide U.S. economy Yet, the
efficient channels of entry  American Farm Bureau asserts
for new migrant workers that without guest workers, the

e Facilitate immigrant integra U.S. economy would lose as
tion much as $9 billion yearly in

* Restore due process protec agricultural production and 20
tions and reform detention percent of current production
policies would go overseas. lfexas,

» Align enforcement of immi  taking undocumented workers
gration laws with humanitar out of theTexas economy would

ian values result in a loss of $220 billion
e Immigration:A matter of and 1.1 million jobs, according
human rights. to the 2008 Perryman Report.  Bishop Huie and a coalition of clergy fielded questions &ém all three major networks, the Spanish
“Misinformation and fear television station and the Houston Chwonicle.
Pathway to reform will be our enemy saidAli The religious leaders under Thus, the reminder from Rev you walked through the wrong
Clemgy in attendance pledged Noorani, president of the stand that the path forward will John Bowie, pastor dfrue Light door, or sat in the wrong seat —
to preach and teach on immigra National Immigration Forum.  jncjyde opposition from many ~ Missionary Baptist Church, of a that was against the lawBowie
tion reform.The goal: to moti ~ “The facts can dispel the misin  |egajists in their pews and time when “there were laws on said. “We are called to rise
vate people of faith to motivate formation, but the fear is where arishes, who simply say “the  the books that legally created a above legality to Godliness and
the government to move swiftly we need your help.” law is the law’ second class of citizenship...If righteousness.”
Cintia Perez wears an “I suppot the DREAM Act” button. The DREAM Act, which is currently Rev Luis Ramirez, Servants of Christ Parish, leads congga

tional singing at the event which attracted moe than 400 clergy

before Congress, would povide a pathway to citizenship based on education and moral character _ ) ;
and laity of varying faiths.

for thousands of undocumented students who immigrated to the Uniteddses with their parents.
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Houston Interfaith S tatement on Humane Immigration

As our diverse faith traditions per country caps to prioritize

from the enforcement of health,

teach us to welcome our brotherdamily unity and (3) remove bars safety wage, and hour laws, as

and sisters with love and cem
passion — regardless of their
place of birth — we call on the
newAdministration and 11th
Congress to enact humane and
equitable immigration reform in
2010.

While we hear the voices of
our brothers and sisters for a
more just waywe also hear the
voices that fear the migrantVe
understand these fears, but we
believe that the treatment of the
immigrant is a core religious
value and to welcome the

stranger is to welcome a child of undocumented immigrants
God. Our prayer is to transform to earn their legal status

these dissonant voices into a
symphony of concern for the
strangers in our midst.

The Hebrew Bible tells us:

“The strangers who sojourn with enact immigration reform that
you shall be to you as the nativesallows undocumented immi

among you, and you shall love
them as yourself for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt”
(Leviticus 19:33-34). In the

to reentry and adjustment of sta well as the right to peacefully
tus for individuals seeking to organize. As people of faith we
reunite with their family mem cannot support the exploitation
bers. Attempts to devalue the  of the migran® labor and eco
family, such as denying nomic contributions to the
birthright citizenship to the chil United Sates. We believe the
dren of immigrants or placing  immigrant worker should have
family-based and employment- access to livable wages and a
based visa applicants in competi safe working environment.

tion with each other on a point-

based or other system, must be Facilitate immigrant

rejected in order to maintain and integration

promote family unity Many immigrants desire to
naturalize but lack the necessary
tools. Citizenship should be
made more &brdable by reduc
ing naturalization fees and make
fee waivers more easily accessi
ble. Moreoverthe processing of

Create a pocess for

and eventual citizenship

We are not calling for
amnesty Instead we @e the
Administration and Congress to
reduce waiting times.
Counterproductive laws prohibit
grants and their families to earn ing immigrants from accessing
lawful permanent residency uponsocial services and mandating
the satisfaction of reasonable-cri that local police act as immigra
teria, with a pathway to citizen tion officials should be revoked.

New Testament, Jesus tells us toship. The workability of such a These barriers to integration

welcome the strangefor “what
you do for the least of my
brethren, you do unto me”
(Matthew 25:40).The Qufan
tells us that we should “do good
to...those in need, neighbors
who are neameighbors who are

strangers, the companion by youmeasures. Communities and

program should not be hindered decrease community safety and
by overly punitive criteria, such discourage immigrants from pur
as mandating that immigrants  suing education and community
leave the country or pay exorbi involvement. Faith basedgan
tant fees, or by making the izations and congregations
process conditional upon the around the country will continue
implementation of enforcement to assist in integration fefrts by
providing social services and

side, the wayfarer that you meet’congregations around the countnhelping them learn English, find

(4:36). The HinduTaitiriya

are prepared to provide legal  jobs, and thrive in the United

Upanishad tells us “the guest is aservices to those eligible, as peo States.

representative of God” (1112).

In our learnings and discoveries
of all holy writings we are called
to love the sojourner out of our
own shared experiences.

Our broken immigration sys
tem benefits no one. Itfehds
the dignity of all human beings.
As people of faith, we pray to
end this unjust condition by
enacting humane immigration
reform.

Therefore, we call on the
ObamaAdministration and 11th
Congress to commit to:

Uphold family unity as
a priority of all immigration
policy

Recognizing the importance
of families to the creation of
healthy individuals and strong

communities, we call on the new verification programs have

Administration and Congress to
(1) expeditiously reunite immi
grant families separated due to

lengthy visa backlogs; (2) revise unfair hiring and firing practices. Witnessing the toll of incarcera
family preference categories and All workers benefit, however

ple of faith are committed to an

effective and humane system thaRestore due process potec
keeps families together and val tions and reform detention

ues the dignity of our friends andpolicies

neighbors. Immigration policies should
respect human rights and ensure
due process for all persongve
have witnessed how indiscrimi
nate immigration raids have

Protect workers and provide
efficient channels of enty for
new migrant workers

We call for an expansion of
legal avenues for workers who
seek to migrate to the United
States to work in a safe, legal,
and orderly mannerTheir rights
must be fully protected, includ
ing the ability to bring their fam
ilies with them, travel as needed,severity of Immigration and
change their place of employ =~ Customs Enforcement raids in
ment, and apply for lawful per homes and workplaces uneer

for thousands of individuals.
Such raids separate families,
destroy communities, and threat
en the basic rights of immigrants
and U.S. citizens alikeThe suf

Reform

Mar ek Construction chief executive dfcer San Marek dis-
cusses the e-&fify, program that ensures his new employees
and legal citizens, and the die need forimmigration r eform.

application backlogs and securityand our communities, we ge
checks should be streamlined to the newAdministration and

Congress to reduce the use of
detention for immigrants and
improve detention conditions by
enacting clearenforceable
reforms that include rigorous

environmental and religious free
dom laws, as well as the unrec
essary sudéring of community
members whose loved ones have
suffered or died seeking entry
into the United &tes.

Currently vast resources are

medical treatment standards andbeing used for fence construction
increased access to pastoral cargnd the mass arrests, detention,

legal counsel and legal orienta

and deportation of immigrants

tion programs. Furthermore, the who contribute to the U.S. econ
government should expedite the omy and culture.To truly

release of individuals who pose
no risk to the community and
expand the use of community-
based alternatives to detention,

decrease undocumented immi
gration, the United tates should
improve access to the legal

immigration system by increas

which are more humane and costng the number of ports of entry

effective.

Align the enforcement of
immigration laws with
humanitarian values

Border policies must be cen
sistent with humanitarian values
and with the need to treat all
individuals with respect, while
allowing the United ftes to
implement its immigration laws
and identify and prevent the

caused trauma, fear and hardshigntry of persons who commit

dangerous crimesAll immigra-
tion laws must respect the digni
ty of all persons, prioritize the
cohesiveness of families and
communities, recognize the eco

fering caused by the increase an@omic contributions of imrmi

grants, and uphold our moral

expanding visa availabilifyand
eliminating application backlogs
to increase processingfiefency.

Immigration: A matter of
human rights

As people of faith, we call
attention to the moral dimensions
of public policy and recommend
reforms that uphold the God-
given dignity and rights of every
person, each of whom are made
in the image of GodWe believe
fundamental human rights such
as the right to migrate and the
right to support a family are crit
ical. We are dedicated to immi
gration reform because we value
family unity, justice, equity
compassion, love, and the

obligations to provide refuge andhumane treatment of all persons.

welcome the strangef~or the

It is our collective prayer that the

manent residency and eventuallyscores the problems with currentPast 20 years, the federal governObamaAdministration and 11th
ment has dramatically increased Congress enact just immigration

citizenship. As currently strue
tured, electronic employment

U.S. immigration policies and
the ugent need for reform.
Many faith oganizations admin
proven detrimental to both ister services to those impacted
employers and employees due toby raids, as well as to immi
increased discrimination and grants in detention facilities.

tion on detainees, their families

immigrants, which have proven
ineffective.
During this time, we have

witnessed the desecration of

sacred sites and the violation of

fence construction, border patrol reform based on these tenets.
presence, and the deportation of

The Houston Interfaith
Satement on Humane
Immigration Refornwas
authored in September 2009, and
signed by all major denomina
tional groups.
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Ministry Snapshots

UMW Launches Assembly 2010

By Charlene Fowler
UMW Comunications

ChristianWomen in
Fellowship for Mission embrace
the theme of “Faith « Hope
Love inAction.”

OnApril 30-May 2, in $.
Louis, Missouri, a broad and
diverse gathering of women will
attend,Assembly 2016 a three-
day conference hosted by Unitec
MethodistWomen celebrating
and empowering women of faith
in mission for women, children,
and youth.

Inspired by faith and activat
ed by justiceAssembly 2010 is a
movement of women from all
walks of life.Women will come
together as one body to worshipjation in God's mission.
fellowship with each otheand

also to address and act upon  the Jagest denominational faith

issues #ecting women, children  grganization for women, United
and youthTheAssemblys MethodistWomen.

theme of “Faith « Hope ¢ Love in

Action” solidifies this gathering The theme also includes a

into a movement for all women yjsion statement and scripture

who attend. passage (Colossians 1:3-6) guid
This event represents one of jng the collective vision for

the lagest and most diverse Assembly 2010The vision state
groups of women of faith from  ment reads:
* As United MethodistWomen
who are disciples of Jesus
Christ we are called to
share...
e Faith: Our belief in the

A procession with liturgical dance opens the 200%8ssembly of
United Methodist Women, a quadennial event forlearning, sis
terhood and celebration of United MethodisMWomen's pattici-

Photo by Paul Jdfey

CeCeWinans, are slated to par
ticipate inAssembly 2010, the
seminal gathering of United
MethodistWomen across the
United Sates.

In addition to the full
Assembly programissembly
2010 will offer pre-conference
events orApril 29: Ubuntu Day
of SewiceandMission Foward
SymposiumA Zulu word mean

Best seller

book

study begins in

January

By April Canik
S. Luke’s UMC

Topping the Newrork
Times Best Seller List for
over 50 weeksThe Shack
by William P. Young has res
onated with more than 10
million readers domestically

taken the life of a loved one?

How does God speak to
us in modern times?

Why are we confronted
with so much evil in our
lives?

Adds Murray “Once |
began to readhe Shacki
found it hard to put down.

and has now been translated Anyone with a heart will find

into 34 languages.
Additionally, the book is
being converted into a fea
ture-length film.

What is it about this book
that keeps people talking —
year after year?

“The authots depictions

their eyes full of tears as the
story unfolds, but then later
the tears are mixed with joy
as Gods love begins to bring
healing and understanding to
the situation. The story
illustrates the auth&s inter
pretation of how God is rec

of God, Jesus Christ and the ©nciling the world to

Holy Spirit — as the main

characters in the book — are

both thought-provoking and
controversial,” says Phil
Murray, who will lead a four
week book study oithe
Shack beginning at 9:45
a.m. on Sundaylanuary 10
at Houstors S. Luke’s UMC
at 3471Westheimer (@

ing “I am human because you areEdloe). “I think people relate

human,” Ubuntu Day of Service
is a mission service opportunity
in the 8. Louis community

promise of a new heaven and The Mission Forward

a new earth.

e Hope Our expectation of
needs met for all.

¢ Love Our sisterhood of

Symposium ders a series of

panels on mission, histqryoca

tion and the future of mission.
Worship: Assembly 2010

grace and our embodiment ofwill be a diverse gathering of

justice
e In Action We find fulfill -
ment of Faith. Hope. Love in

One of the numepous workshop the name of Jesus Christ

presentersAnita Phillips is a
member of the Cherokee Nation
of Oklahoma and an elderin the
Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference. She is msently
appointed to extension ministy
and serves as the Executive
Dir ector of the Native American
Comprehensive Plan (NACP),
one of five racial-ethnic national
plans recognized within the
United Methodist Church.

Registration can be done
online atww.umwmission.qg.

Assembly 2010 Highlights
United MethodistWomen is
pleased to announce that newly
appointed United Methodist
Bishop Joaquina Nhanala of
Mozambique, award-winning
journalist Judywoodruf and

women of faith.The worship of
United MethodistMomen is a
creative celebration that weaves
together song, storand per
formance from cultures across
the globe.

Workshops: Participants will
study the complex factors that
contribute to many social issues
and address how Christians can
effectively respond and act for
changeTopics will cover issues
most afecting women and chil
dren, such as human rights, the
environment, economic justice

renowned vocalist and performer and health care.

to the book because itfefs
an engaging look at the reali
ty of God in the midst of
human tragedy

The study group (open to
the community) will discuss
questions like:

Why does God allow suf
fering?

How can we truly fagive

someone who has purposely

Himself, one soul at a time.”
Murray, who has facilitat
ed topical discussions at.S
Luke’s for many years,
enjoys creating an interactive
environment for discussing
spiritual themes relevant to
daily life. “All are welcome
to join us in this book stugly
and will benefit most by
reading ahead,” he says.
“This popular book is likely
to stimulate hours of rich dis
cussion about spiritual life as
we launch into this study .”
For more information,
visit the website,
www.stlukesmethodist.gror
call 713-402-5042. Send
discussion questions to
jwilliams@stlukes-hou.a@y.
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Spotlight on Local
Church Ministries

Learning Opportunities Kalajainen, and Clif Christopher through 15 workshops. with the world.

S. Luke’s UMC Book Club Testimonies by Olu Brown, Jef Dates for the workshop are Upcoming Webinars

<. Luke's UMC Book Group, McDowell, Barry Morton, Mike January 29 - 30, at Clear Lake Tuesdays @ 10am Central is a
led by PastorJustin Colemarss ~ Felder RobWilliams, Bernadine UMC, 16335 El Camino Real  free 30-minutéVebinar hosted
Book Group will read Francis ~ Dowdy, Julio Ibarra, and Karen Dr., Houston, 77062, 281-488- by UM Communications to

Chans Fogotten God: Horan will be shared. 5110 x 140. share up-to-date and relevant
Reversing Oufragic Neglect of information, resources and tools
the Holy Spirit, beginning Registration is now open for all For additional information, visit, that will enhance your chura’
January 13. Annual Conferences. For more http://wwwtxcumc.og/pws2010 communications ministry
information, contact Dr. Bob
If you would like to learn more  CrossmanArkansas Conference, United Methodist Topics and presenters are subje
about the work and person of theat bcrossman@arumcgrTo At to change, but everyfeft will
Holy Spirit, you are gncouraged register contactRose Kuonen, Comml'_mlcatlons be made to keep to the following
to become a part of this book  rkuonen@arumc.gr For hous Connection News list. If you would like to suggest
group. The group will meet on ing and meals go to _ a topic for a communications
Wednesdays at noon at the www.mountsequoyah.grand Rethink Church Lenten ministry Webinar send an email
Gethsemane Campus of. S download a registration form Seaspn Sermonjﬁrter_s to Royya James,
Luke’s UMC (6856 Bellaire) in ~ contact Mount Sequoyah, 800- Rethink Church is déring ser  rjames@umcom.agr
Houston. If you would like to ~ 760-8126. mon starters for the Lenten sea
sign-up or receive more informa son to help you reach seekgrs January 12— CherylA.
tion, contact Rose Sandria at  Sexual Orientation and connect in new ways with  Hemmerle, Director of
rsandria@stlukes-hougr and the Church your community AJourney to  Communicationgraining will
St. Paul UMC Houston will gér  Hopebegins omAshWednesday help you create a basic commu
New Church lectures, small-group discussion,with an invitation to travel with nications plan for your churc’
Leadership Institute and question and answer ses  Jesus to the cross. communication ministry

Are you planning to start new sions discussing the theological, N
UM churches this quadrennium?psychological, and local church As participants encounter real  January 19— Poonam Patodia,

Mark your calendar for February Perspectives on this topidhe  life issues along the waye see Manager of Electronic
8-10, 2010.The United event is scheduled for Saturgay that Gods light is sometimes Marketing and Darby Jones, a
Methodists New Church January 30, 8:30 a.m. to 2:45  even brighter in the darkness aneharketing associate share tips
Leadership Institute at Mount ~ P-m. that hope can be found even in and best practices for creating
Sequoyah Conference Center in the most unlikely places. and distributing eNewsletters.
Fayetteville Arkansas, is Speakers are Ddoeg Riegey _ _ _
designed to equip potential new SMU-Perkins School of SOC|_aI media suggestions areé  To register and learn more, visit
church pastors with the knowl ~ Theology; Dr Gerald DeSobe, ~ provided to engage community - www.umccom.ag.
edge and skills for a successful Krist Samaritan Center for prior to the message, and to eon
new church start. Counseling and Education; and tinue reflection afterwards. RCCongress 2010

Dr. Jim Bankston, SPaul's Props add another dimension to Religion Communication
By sending your potential UMC, Houston. the series which are especially - Congress, a multi-faith forum
planters to NCLI, it gives the helpful to visual learners, while  for all levels of communicators

pastors time to discern if they ~ Pre-registration cost is $20; $30 free-downloadable UMTWideo  of religion will meetApril 7-10,
are called to this unique min  at the doarwith lunch included. stories illustrate how United 2010 in Chicago, Illinois.
istry, gives them the knowledge CEU and Scholarships are avail Methodists are finding and shar

and skill to avoid fatal mistakes, able. ing hope around the worldAnd  This once-a-decade event will

and gives the cabinet time to dis Contact Laura’oung, 936-581-  that hope is extended beyond thering together over 1,200 cem

cern in which mission field this 9401, or walls through experiences sharegnunications professionals to

pastor might have the greatest admin@breakingthesilencetxegor ~ through FacebooKwitter, expand experiences and broade

Success. blogs, short videos and personalperspectives on embracing
PassionateWorship Workshop  testimonies. change. For registration details,

Key Note Speakers are Jim Experience passionate worship _ _ visit rccongress2010.gr

Griffith, Don Smith, Candace through 3 diverse worship serv This Lenten season, take a jour

Lewis, Rusti Moore, Brad ices and learn from others ney to hope and share that hope

Send Spo tlight submissions t 0:
thelma j@me thodis ts.ne torcall 7 13-52 1-9383



