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The purpose of this procedure is to improve the process of electing lay delegates to the 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences while continuing to insure that the opportunity for 
election is open to any interested individual. Lay delegates will, under this procedure, be 
better informed about the qualifications of persons who wish to be elected. The balloting and 
counting will be quicker and the tally of votes will be more accurate. 

Procedural Steps:
1.	 District Lay Leaders were responsible for explaining to interested individuals the 

procedure for presenting themselves for possible election. It was also publicized in the 
Cross Connection and on our conference website.

2.	 All interested individuals were invited to submit photographs of themselves together with 
brief resumes for inclusion in this booklet to be distributed to all lay delegates to Annual 
Conference. This booklet has been printed and sent to delegates along with the Pre-
Conference Journal mailing. The availability of the resumes and photos of the persons 
interested in serving as delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference will enable 
all lay delegates to Annual Conference to study individual qualifications and vote more 
intelligently.

3.	 An explanation of the voting procedure is included in the Pre-Conference Journal mailing 
as part of the resume booklet.

4 	 The voting procedure will be as follows: 
	 A.	 Each person listed in the distributed booklet will be assigned a n identifying number 

which will be shown in the booklet. 
	 B.	 Lay Ballots will be electronic hand-held devices and a personal SIM card to insert 

into the device. One ballot, or position will be voted on at a time. The identifying 
numbers of all persons who turned in a resume, will be listed in the Resume Booklets, 
as well as printed on the front screens to make your selection easier. You will enter 
the 4-digit number into the hand-held device and press the appropriate key to send 
your vote into the system. 

	 C.	 Lay persons not in the booklet may also be supported for election so a write-in vote 
can be made. Those wishing to vote for a write-in will need to submit your name 
at the appropriate time in the Lay Dele- gates Meeting on Monday morning to be 
eligible for selection during  voting. We must have all the names of persons wanting 
to run for a delegate position during the time requested, in order to assign a 4-digit 
number and have their names appear on the screens during voting. 

	 D. 	Ballots will be tallied by a computer program provided by the IML North America. 
Please note the following procedures:

Procedure for Conducting Election of Lay Delegates 
to General and Jurisdictional Conferences



		  •	 One hand-held device per delegate that will be distributed at the door of each 
business session. Combined with a SIM card that will distributed to each delegate 
at registration. 

		  •	 Please remove your SIM card when your voting is completed for the day and 
store in a safe place in your possession. You must have this SIM card to be 
able to vote. Make sure you take it with you.

		  •	 Turn the hand-held device in at the designated tables following the business 
session. Each device must be turned in each day so that they can be re-charged for 
the next day. Each device is equipped with an alarm that will sound when the de
vice is taken away from the designated location for voting. 

		  •	 When all of the ballots through the hand-held devices have been submitted and a 
delegate is elected, the newly elected delegates name will be added to the list of 
2012 Delegates on one of the screens at the front of the General Assembly Hall. 



Name: Sterling Allen 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4001 
 
Church Membership: College Station-A&M 
Gender: Male
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Past: Assoc. Director of Choirs-
Shreveport, LA., full-time Assoc. Director of Music & 
Worship-Austin-Bethany UMC. Current– full-time Director of 
Music & Fine Arts Ministries-College Station-A&M, CLT, & 
Church Council. District- Hymn Sing Leadership Team. 

Driving passion for ministry: I have two driving interests & passions for ministry: worship/
liturgy & ecclesiastical concerns. I believe we must maintain the integrity God expects from 
us in worship & Christ’s church. We must not relax while Rethinking church, but instead 
analyze our movements comparing & contrasting them to the 40 centuries of Hebrew/
Christian traditions. By reviewing our history, we can avoid missteps, failures & embrace 
actions which have been successful in the past. My two passions go hand-in-hand. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To see the UMC having worldwide presence of evangelism 
& worship that honors both biblical & historical traditions as well as explores new vehicles 
for piety & charity. We must eliminate Malaria in Africa, fund research that will find a cure 
for HIV/ AIDS, end hunger around the world, & spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ without 
fear or trepidation. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I believe the General Church must not only be led by the 
older demographic, but by a multi-generational delegation. I want to invest my skills & 
education back into the church that helped develop them. I am 30 years old, have a doctorate 
in theology specializing Post-Modernism & Wesleyan Theology, & am eager to assist in 
leading our denomination into the 21st century with God’s amazing grace. “I am the church, 
you are the church, we are the church together!” 



Name: Scott Atnip 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4002 
 
Church Membership: Huntsville- Wesley Memorial 
Gender: Male
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Chair Witness/Evangelism, 
member of: Lay Leadership, Worship, Certified Lay Speaker, 
UMM, Sunday School Teacher, Leader Youth Bible Study, Leader 
in Contemporary Worship Team. Past: Chair Wesley Master 
Planning Team, Chair Neighborhood Spirit in Action, member 
of: Missions, Santa’s Helpers, served as Interim Youth Director. West District-Assoc. Lay Leader, 
DLT, Lay Speaker’s School Team. TAC-Board of Laity, Heartspring Methodist Foundation Board & 
member Sexual Ethics Response Team. Employed by UM ARMY. 

Driving passion for ministry: From the time I attended my first youth mission trip in 7th grade at 
Cypress UMC, I have felt God calling me to engage in missions with & for the “least of these.” 
That calling has continued to strengthen through volunteerism & full-time employment in youth 
mission organizations. Through “Risk-Taking Mission” youth & adults are challenged to live a life 
of committed Christian service & in so doing, become the leaders of tomorrow. Surveys suggest that 
in the coming years the UMC will face a leadership vacuum following the retirement of the baby 
boomers. One of my passions is to help create a system where committed Christian servants are 
prepared to take the baton from those who have come before. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I wish that the paradigm of my youth was still true-that going 
to church every Sunday was the social norm. But today there are countless options that compete 
with church, & younger generations in particular are not as faithful in their church attendance, so 
it is vital that we reach out to this population while at the same time not compromising our belief 
& value systems. I believe the answer to doing just that is found in the UMC Mission Statement, 
“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” Too often, churches are guilty 
of focusing inward rather than into the mission field. The UMC will move forward & thrive if we 
fulfill our mission of making disciples through worship, discipleship & small group study, while still 
focusing on mission & concerns of justice as efforts toward the transformation of the world around 
us. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I have committed my life, both as a volunteer & through 
employment, to the service of Christ through the UMC, particularly through service relating to youth 
& missions. I have been in numerous meetings at the District/Conference levels & almost without 
exception have been one of the youngest in the room. I recognize that my generation stands on the 
shoulders of those who have gone before, & I hope to be able to bring my experience working with 
youth & young adults to help represent future generations in the process. My main objective will be 
to encourage an increase of our focus on youth, young adults, & missions, & to remind the body that 
we are called to both make disciples of Jesus Christ & transform the world around us so that it more 
clearly reflects our vision of “on earth as it is in heaven.” 



Name: Georgia L. Barrett 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4003 
 
Church Membership: Houston- St. Andrew’s  
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Leader ship, SPR, 
Administrative Council, Membership, Food Pantry, Christian 
Education, Prayer Ministry & Sick & Shut-In Ministry. 
District-Lay Delegate, Secretary for Program Resources, & 
UMW. I am currently a Welcoming Congregational Trainer. 

Driving passion for ministry: My strong desire to serve God by doing His will. I am 
compelled to do nothing less & I cannot help myself. I love it because I learn more about God 
& about Georgia Barrett. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: See the UMC become more aggressive in radical 
hospitality. This will make it more welcoming & open to all persons regardless of their ages 
or life situations. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: It will be a tremendous opportunity to learn more about 
the UMC. I also believe that through the grace of God, my life experiences have given me 
wisdom to think & to reason; thereby, enabling me to make balanced decisions for the good 
of all of God’s people. 



Name: William E. (Bill) Brown 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4004 
 
Church Membership: Tyler-Pollard 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Charter Board Member of Pollard 
UMC. Currently: Chair of Council on Ministries & teaches 
Adult Sunday School. 

Driving passion for ministry: Ministry of the laity; reaching 
new people for Christ through risk-taking Missions & passionate Worship. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Increasing membership & worship attendance with reliance 
on Biblical authority & the sovereignty of God...renewed emphasis on evangelism...Wesleyan 
in every way! 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Engage in Holy conversation about the Call to Action 
report & seek the implementation of its key elements. 



Name: John Campbell 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4005 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. Peter’s 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Leader, 2007-2010. 

Driving passion for ministry: To expose kids & adults to the 
Bible in a way that will inspire them & enhance their spiritual 
walk with Jesus so that they can be faithful disciples & better 
pursue ministries for which they have a passion. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I would like to see us rely on the Bible to lead people to 
a place that they haven’t been before. We can do that through first hand Bible study, such as 
Disciple Bible Study. Such studies equip & energize people so that they can make an impact 
in their local church community, neighborhood, & beyond. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I feel that the UMC needs to focus on our most important 
task which is making disciples for Jesus Christ. I feel that my experience leading youth 
Sunday School, Men’s groups, & Disciple Bible Study, gives me a first-hand perspective on 
what is working & what is needed for the UMC to accomplish this task. 



Name: Don Clark 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4006 
 
Church Membership: Bonita 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Lay Leader & Choir 
Director. District-Committee on Ministry. 

Driving passion for ministry: My relationship with Jesus. My 
interests include seeking opportunities to form friendships & 
then show kindness & the love that God is building up in me. I currently am at work in the 
community to encourage the people I encounter through volunteer efforts—such as Meals on 
Wheels delivery, Hospice Volunteer, leading singing at Nursing Homes. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Turn the corner & get back into “growth” mode. Consisting 
of more diverse members. Working more closely with other denominations. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Willing to do the “homework” required to familiarize 
myself with the matters that relate to my role. I am a hard-worker and am a good listener, 
have an open heart & an open mind. 



Name: Reginald G. Clemons 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4007 
 
Church Membership: Pearland-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-Worship Leader for the 
Contemporary Service. District-Lay Leader, & DLT. TAC-CLT 
& Episcopacy Committee. 

Driving passion for ministry: Two things: Leading Worship, 
which I have been doing now for eleven years, & in leading others to under- stand what it 
means to be a disciple. In worship leading, I have been able to be involved in the creation & 
implementation of various worship services & experiences, both at the church level & for 
conference groups & outside groups. I have been a facilitator for some type of Disciple Bible 
Study or another for over ten years, & I absolutely enjoy it. These two things drive me more 
than anything else I do. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I pray that the UMC becomes more relevant to the 
communities we serve in the next 5 years and beyond, thinking not just of our current 
membership but really reaching out & establishing ourselves as a denomination that truly 
cares for God’s people. I think we should establish an identity & maintain it. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I would be honored to serve in this capacity to utilize my 
gifts & graces to move us in the direction that I have mentioned above related to passion. 



Name: Lester C. Colley, Jr. 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4008 
 
Church Membership: Nash-Chapelwood 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-SPR, Chair Trustees, Certified Lay 
Minister assigned to Hughes Springs-Harris Chapel & Avinger. 

Driving passion for ministry: Having seen many tragedies & 
hardships during my career I know many of these could have 
been avoided if Christ had been a part of their lives. I try to relate this to my congregations & 
those I come into contact with. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: See growth in the church. More home mission emphases & 
the maintenance of the numerous small churches. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: To further my knowledge of the church & be an advocate 
for small congregations. 



Name: Eleanor F. Colvin 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4009 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. Mark’s 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Lay Delegate, vice-
chair Trustees, member Evangelism/Communications, Chair 
Religion & Race, Archives & History, UMW officer, choir 
member & Sunday School teacher. Past: Director of Christian 
Education, VBS Director, Finance/Stewardship and member of 
all the fore mentioned. District-Director Communications in UMW. TAC-member Religion 
& Race. 

Driving passion for ministry: Considering that I belong to an organization that wants to make 
disciples & transform the world, I sense the need to give back in whatever capacity needed. 
Through ministries of the UMC I can best be the hands & feet of God working to strengthen 
the Kingdom. Having received an abundance of blessings, I could never do enough to thank 
God. Thus, I feel compelled to use my gifts & talents to work & support ministries that might 
affect change in a world in need of saving. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Move into a place where it discards the box & focuses 
on changing mindsets about what is best for the global church community. Thus, having 
accomplished the task/tasks of teaching tolerance of ethnicity, race, age, gender & 
disabilities, church revitalization, energizing church growth & become totally accepting of 
technology, so that a new UMC emerges. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: My entire life, I have been a part of the Methodist 
Episcopal/UMC in the background witnessing many changes in structure & methodology. 
Now, I would like to serve as one of the agents to advance the climate of change. 



Name: Don Cooper 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4010 
 
Church Membership: Missouri City 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Delegate, Lay Leader, 
member Transition/ Relocation Committee, past: Chair of 
the following: Administrative Board, Council on Ministries, 
Adult Education Council, Long Range Planning, Church 40th 
Anniversary Celebration, Stewardship Campaign, Teacher for: 
Disciple Bible Study, Youth/Adult Sunday School, Coach Youth/Adult Sports. District-Lay 
Leader, DLT, Council on Ministries, Laity Excellence, DS Committee, & Delegate. TAC-
Board of Laity, & Disciple Task Force. 

Driving passion for ministry: My passion is in the area of adult Christian education, 
particularly the Disciple studies & adult Sunday School. The challenge is in teaching in order 
to deepen the spiritual life of those being taught. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: See the UMC as an enthusiastic body unashamedly 
proclaiming God’s word, all the while remembering our Wesleyan roots. In other words the 
UMC would be a church that continues to show a concern for “the salvation of souls” & “real 
holiness of heart & life.” 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I have long admired the connectional nature of the UMC 
and its ability to utilize more resources for ministry than a single church could do. Serving as 
a delegate to General/ Jurisdictional Conference is a way to bring my local church, district, & 
conference experience & concerns to the General/Jurisdictional Conference level. 



Name: Beverly Deerhake 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4011 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. Peter’s 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Delegate, Secretary Church 
Council, Secretary Adult Ministry Team, UMW Education & 
Interpretation Mission Coord. & Past President, active Stephen 
Minister, Disciple Bible Study member, Office Volunteer, 
member Choir & Bell Choir, SPR, & Adult Sunday School 
Teacher. District-UMW President. TAC-Board of Manager’s Treasurer, Mission School 
Teacher, TAC-Mission Study Leader, UMW Historian, UMW Vice-President. 

Driving passion for ministry: Interest in the need for mission advocacy. This led me to 
participate in a General Board of Global Ministries Mission Travel Seminar to Sudan in 2009. 
I then taught the Sudan mission study at our 2009 Cooperative School of Christian Mission 
& at churches & District UMW meetings around the TAC. I also taught the Israel/Palestine 
mission study at our Conference Mission Schools in 2007/2008 and around the TAC. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Growth in at least 50% of the UMC in US & Western 
Europe, more participation of younger Methodists as a result of innovative outreach to the 
un-churched in all parts of the world. I’d like to see a reversal in the number of professing 
memberships to at least a 7% increase, and 95% of apportionments paid. I hope to see greater 
direct giving to ministry & less spent on administration. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: My previous service as a Delegate to Jurisdictional 
Conference and a Reserve Delegate to General Conference stimulated my interest in 
continuing further service as an active, knowledgeable participant in the TAC Delegation to 
General/ Jurisdictional Conference. I want to be a part of making decisions to concentrate 
on what is essential to achieve our mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Delegate to Jurisdictional Conference 
2008 and Reserve Delegate to General Conference 2008. 



Name: Helen Dubcak 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4013 
 
Church Membership: Crockett-First Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Chair “Young -at-Heart” Ministry, 
Chair Trustees, Chair Finance, member SPR, member Council 
on Ministries, Lay Delegate, President UMW. District-UMW 
Treasurer, member Palestine Nominations, member Palestine 
Council on Ministries. TAC-member: Committee on Aging, 
Lon Morris College Board, Lon Morris Executive Committee. 

Driving passion for ministry: To “be” & continue “becoming” a servant of Jesus Christ in & 
through the ministry of the UMC. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I hope to see a UMC in which: all District Superintendents 
live within the bounds of their district, there is less money & emphasis placed on the 
Conference bureaucracy & more money & emphasis placed on the local church level, the 
Districts were made geographically smaller so that we could have more effect- tive District 
programming & better participation by clergy & laity, wasteful spending is stopped & more 
of the funds are channeled to the ministries to help the hurting at the local church level 
first. I think it’s a shame in our economy to send hundreds of thousands of dollars & even 
millions out of country for missions while people are starving a few blocks from many UMC 
doorsteps. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I want to serve because I want to work with others on the 
delegation to make a positive difference on the ongoing life of the UMC. 



Name: Eddie Erwin 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4014 
 
Church Membership: Houston-Lakewood 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Director Upward Basketball, 
Student Minister. Central North District- Lay Delegate, 
Camps: have served as Co-Director, Pro- gram Team, Small 
Group Adult. TAC-Youth Academy Mentor, “Collide” 
Planning Team, GHLES Track Coordinator & Presenter, 
member CCYM & DCYM, Youth Retreats: have served as Coordinator, Director, Large 
Group Leader, Small Group Leader, Speaker, Adult participant, UM ARMY: have served 
as Program Coordinator, Program Team, & Work Team adult. Other: various mission trips 
including: Palmares, Costa Rica, Maua, Kenya, & Russia. Member or participant in: Junior 
High United Methodist Mission Projects (JUUMP), Texas Youth Ministry Enrichment 
(TYME), SpiLaRa, & Servants in Faith & Technology (SIFAT). 

Driving passion for ministry: Create a sustainable, congregation-centered student ministry, 
focused on developing & empowering students to become life-long disciples of Jesus 
Christ. I hope to continue to explore, encounter, & love God’s creation & our neighbors in 
“Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, & all the ends of the Earth.” I hope to grow myself & others in 
God’s grace by “doing no harm, doing good, & staying in love with God.” 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To continue to grow in God’s grace by putting our faith & 
love into action. I desire that we can recover the unity of our church & doctrine to focus on 
making disciples of Jesus Christ & loving our neighbors. I look forward to us strengthening 
our denomination’s commit- ment to social justice issues. I hope we as a church can continue 
to develop & empower clergy & laity leaders in worldwide & community vocations. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I have grown up in the UMC & I would like to help further 
the call of the Church. I was an active participant & leader as a youth & I have continued to 
be earnestly involved in leadership roles as an adult. I think this position would be a great 
opportunity for me to help strengthen the voice the younger generation by bridging the gap 
between young adult leaders & more experienced leaders. I feel I can play an active role in 
the Church’s future direction. I believe I have much to share from my own experiences, but 
it would also be a remarkable experience to glean from the knowledge of the men & women 
who have attended previous conferences as I walk beside them along this journey. 



Name: Clarence Estes, Jr. 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4015 
 
Church Membership: Houston, Abiding Faith 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Driving passion for ministry: I enjoy being in service and 
being a servant. When teaching, I learn. By doing, I’m filled. 
My personal spiritual growth is from being around others and 
learning from other. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: The growth of the church has to continue to reach out 
to youth & young adults to keep the church alive & vibrant. More Community outreach 
programs to address the communities where the church Resides. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I feel that every voice & every opinion Should be heard & 
represented. 

No Photo Available



Name: Dennis “Corky” Fowler 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4016 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. Luke’s 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Sunday School & Bible Study 
Leader. TAC-member Commission for the Status & Role of 
Women & Chair Lay Leadership Education Team. Other: 
Perkins School of Theology Alumni Council & Lay Advisory 
Board, GHLES Design Team Leader. 

Driving passion for ministry: The design & deployment of good-excellent adult education 
offerings in Bible & theology for adults. The design & deployment of effective platforms & 
structures for the transformation of God’s creation & the growing of God’s Kingdom. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I hope to see our communion: majoring in the majors and 
not the minors, more effectively working with God in the growth of His Kingdom and more 
radically including His children (our siblings) in our fellowship, & grow our membership so 
we can go to a more effective scale in our ministries. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I believe that my experiences inside/ outside the church 
and my seminary education provide a good foundation for service & ministry as a delegate to 
these conferences. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Delegate to Jurisdictional Conference 
2008 & Alternate Delegate to General Conference 2008. 



Name: Virginia A. Gill 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4017 
 
Church Membership: Dickinson-Faith 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Delegate, member Finance, 
member PPRV, & Chair Worship. District-Past President, 
Vice President & Spiritual Growth Chair of UMW. TAC-
Lay Delegate Jurisdictional Conference, member Church 
& Society, Christian Unity & Interreligious Concerns. Past: 
Coord. Education & Interpretation & Spiritual Growth UMW. Jurisdiction-past: member 
Core Planning Group on Nominations for UMW. Women’s Division-past: member Green 
Team. General Conference-member Board of Directors & Nominating Committee of the 
General Commission on Christian Unity & Interreligious Concerns. 

Driving passion for ministry: My passion for mission comes from God’s grace & mercy that 
has been shown to me & the fulfillment of faith, hope, & love in the name of Jesus Christ. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To see a transformed church making disciples for Jesus 
Christ & loving their neighbors with open hearts, minds & doors filled with the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: We are living in a different time with God bringing about 
changes. We can not stay in the same place. I want to be a part of the change agents that can 
see God in the form that He comes. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Delegate in 2000, 2004, & 2008. 



Name: Tahieta N. Gosey-Bailey 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4018 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. John’s 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-New Members & Prayer Team. 
District-Congregational Excellence Committee. 

Driving passion for ministry: God’s grace revealed to His 
people. Exposure to Christ’s love. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Growing in membership from first timers—those not 
already exposed to religious traditions. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Invitation & to get better acquainted with UMC business. 



Name: Gilbert C. Hanke 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4019 
 
Church Membership: Nacogdoches- Perritte Memorial 
Gender: Male
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Past President UMM, Sunday 
School Teacher, Certified Lay Speaker, Church Council, & 
Director Choir & Bell Choir. East District-Past President 
UMM, Lay Leader, Lay Speakers Academy, & Finance. TAC-
Past President UMM, Delegate to General/Jurisdictional 
Conference 20+ years, active in missions, led a TAC Team in 2010 to Haiti. Jurisdictional 
Conference-South Central Mission Council. General Conference-General Secretary UMM 
in Nashville & President UMM in 2004-2008 & that placed me on the Connectional Table of 
the UMC. 

Driving passion for ministry: I have seen the huge disciple making benefit to churches, 
districts & conferences when men’s ministry & scouting ministry are dynamic & ‘front 
burner’ ministries. Closely related is the transformational power of missions. Want the UMC 
to make balanced Wesleyan Disciples; men & women who are devoted to spiritual growth, 
which moves them to acts of mercy & peace in the community. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: We have lost our history, & have become the church 
Wesley would want to reform. We need to do things differently while recapturing the 
core values that revived the church before. Use technology to have smarter meetings & 
smarter training for leaders in the local church. In the midst of the current decline, there are 
wonderful areas of growth, & we must do a better job of telling the life changing ministries 
of the UMC to the UMC & to all our communities. Communicate with passionate unity, 
celebrating what we hold in common rather than being preoccupied with areas where we 
disagree. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I bring a rather unique perspective to the delegation, 
with many years of experience working a wide variety of positions at the local, district & 
conference level & volunteering at the General Church level. Now as one of the few lay 
persons that head a UMC program agency, I have an additional frame of reference. This is a 
great church; one that needs revival & retooling to survive. 
Years of General/Jurisdictional experience: Jurisdictional-Delegate 1992. General-member 
of Discipleship 1996, Independent Commissions 2000, Independent Commissions, 2004, & 
Local Church 2008. 



Name: Robert F. Harris 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4020 
 
Church Membership: Pasadena-Sunset 
 
 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church- Vice-President UMM, volunteer 
Family Pro- mise of Southeast Harris County, volun- teer 
Usher, Mission Programs, Annual Spring Festival. South 
District-Past Vice-President of UMM, presently President of UMM, Treasurer for UMM. 
TAC-presently Lay Observer Committee on Investigation, UMM Delegate to TAC. 

Driving passion for ministry: Continued growth of the UMC & the growth & spiritual 
leadership of the UMM. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To concentrate on bringing youth into the church through 
Boy Scout & Girl Scout programs, VBS, & the youth programs, which will bring the family 
to their local UMC. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I would like to be involved with this vision of growth. If 
elected with my past & present duties, I would commit myself to positive leadership as a 
delegate. 



Name: Harlan G. Hartman 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4021 
 
Church Membership: The Woodlands 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Delegate, Board of Administration, 
member & Disciple Bible Study. Past: member Missions, 5 
mission trips to Guatemala, Mexico & Czech Republic, Coord. 
of 15-week study course Perspectives on the World Christian 
Movement & organized and facilitated 4-month seminar course 
Reality Defined-a perspective of Christian life. 

Driving passion for ministry: John Wesley saw people as lost in burdens of life, guilt, & 
poverty, without hope. He proclaimed the gospel of Christ to “lift” these people beneficially 
meeting their needs in social expectations & spiritually with the glorious hope of eternal 
life. My passion is that the general UMC is losing membership because this vision has 
diminished. People have needs socially & spiritually which the surrounding world teases 
with false hopes & promises. We have the answer in following John Wesley, to preach Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Redeemer of the guilty; to reach out with healing for the hurt, sick & 
helpless; all in a way that confirms God’s love & grace. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: The UMC should be the gospel lighthouse for Jesus Christ. 
Our churches will grow when people of the community/world recognize the realness of 
changed lives. More might be done in sister/daughter sponsorships for aging church groups, 
mission stations, & local fellowships. We should be in the forefront of using “real-time” 
electronic means to interact with the youth; to Biblically educate/train off-site leaders. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: This opportunity, no different than years in my past when I 
served elective (political) office, is to engage the strength & principles of my faith. It means 
being a member of the great body of Christ, sharing the vision, bringing together all the gifts 
& talents for the administration of a worldwide organization. 



Name: Andy Hernandez 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4022 
 
Church Membership: Conroe-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Hispanic 

Experience: Local Church – past: Delegate, Lay Leader, Chair 
Finance, SPR, Administrative Board, Stewardship & Certified 
Lay Speaker. Presently: Board of Stewards, Coordinating 
Ministry Team, Lay Leadership (Nominations), Chair Hispanic 
Ministry Team & Director ESL Program. TAC- past: Board 
of Ordained Ministry, LPI Board of Trustees, CF&A, UMF, Committee on Episcopacy, Task 
Force to Judicial Council Decision #1150. General Conference – past: GCORR & GCFA. 
Currently: GBGM Audit & Review. 

Driving passion for ministry: First & foremost, winning souls for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world to the glory of God; secondly, to minister to the poor & less 
fortunate in surrounding communities & our backyard. As Chair of the Hispanic Ministry 
Team, I have been able to meet the needs of this growing part of our membership that is 
beset with so many intimately involved in the day-to-day issues & concerns that arise in such 
ministry. I believe it is inconceivable to follow Christ & not have the welfare of the poor & 
under classes close to your heart. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Is to see the UMC growing & vibrant church that will be 
full of the Holy Spirit & moving forward with a passion to help all persons experience the 
transforming love of God through Jesus Christ. A church moving toward more transparency 
& accountability which will hold all agencies of the church accountable, including the laity 
& clergy leadership. A church centered in the Wesleyan tradition, with community/mission 
outreach which are the vital signs of faithful living & Wesleyan social engagement. I hope 
to see the UMC standing firm for human rights. I once heard it said, “When powerful forces 
trample people, we of faith must stand up for them in the name of justice.” 

My reason to serve as a delegate: The church has been a significant & important part of my 
life’s work. I grew up in the UMC & it has played a major role in shaping my life personally 
& spiritually. I’ve been blessed to serve this great church at many different levels of 
leadership, locally as well as to the General Church, giving me the experience & maturity to 
deal with issues before the General Conference. If elected, I will endeavor to be an effective 
delegate by being well informed & open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I will support 
& speak out for a UMC that is clearly grounded in the gospel message of Jesus Christ. To 
be part of helping the church come together as one & focus our energies on its real mission 
of winning souls for Jesus Christ. John Wesley said, “The world is my parish.” The time to 
claim the world for Christ, is now. 



Name: Marquice T. Hobbs 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4023 
 
Church Membership: Houston-Jones Memorial 
Gender: Male
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-President Youth Ministry, Lead 
Junior Collection Steward, member Prayer & Praise, 
member Youth Choir & other committees. TAC-President of 
Conference Youth Council. 

Driving passion for ministry: To encourage & influence the lives of youth & adults so that 
they will be spiritually guided by God’s teaching. It is my hope that other youth become 
spiritually empowered so they will make the right decisions & to grow in their Christian 
faith. This faith-forming relationship will serve as a foundation when they are struggling 
with temptations. Youth are the adults of tomorrow & the gatekeeper of the world. It is our 
responsibility to go make disciples of all ages. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: For the UMC to be a global organization that transforms 
the world through the power of the Holy Spirit. I also hope to see our TAC as an institution 
that plays an important role through the power of the Holy Spirit. To see our TAC as an 
institution that plays an important role in supporting its districts as we work together in 
mission & in ministry. I envision the district being responsible & beneficial for its local 
churches, & in addition, I hope to see the local church as a home for the Holy Spirit 
empowering us to be fruitful workers full of vitality & hope. The church community should 
be a place where different influential ministries can be practiced & welcomed, so through 
these practices God’s hands will reach out to His people & touch the “un-churched.” 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I want to represent the youth & get their voice heard. I want 
to assist adults in aiding & understanding some of the challenges & struggles of youth today. 
I want to be a part of re-shaping futures for Jesus Christ, & help youth understand that they 
are assured salvation through the blood of Christ. I just want to do what God has called me to 
do, preach the gospel, spread the Word, & be a great Shepherd to His sheep. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Because I am only 18, I have never 
served on many planning committees as well as administrative committees in my local 
church. 



Name: Ralph Holm 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4024 
 
Church Membership: Texas City-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Leader & Chair Trustees. 
District-Lay Delegate & Building Locations. 

Driving passion for ministry: To make Disciples for Christ. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: As a growth ministry in all of Texas. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Offer leadership skills in service to God & His Church. 



Name: Donald R. House 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4025 
 
Church Membership: College Station-A&M  
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Leader. District-Chair DLT. 
TAC-Episcopacy Committee, Judicial Council Decision 
Task Force Chair, Texas Methodist Foundation Executive 
Committee, Jurisdictional Conference: Episcopacy Committee 
Chair. General Conference: 2008 General Conference 
Delegate, Chair Economic Advisory Committee GCFA. 

Driving passion for ministry: To understand the causes of the decline in the UMC in the 
US; help find productive solutions; help coordinate the work of area foundations & annual 
conferences; continue research on funding patterns, worship attendance, professions of 
faith, clergy appointments, apportionment payouts & formulae, new church starts & church 
relocations, affinity population changes, & worship attendance projections. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Growing membership in SEJ & SCJ, younger, effective 
clergy & laity, focused general agencies, financially strong annual conferences, fully 
functioning districts, more uniform growth potential across churches of differing sizes. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Support components of the Call to Action report, respond 
to key resolutions, adopt a reasonable budget, elect courageous bishops, make productive 
assignments of bishops across the Episcopal areas. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: General Conferences-1996, 2000, 2004, 
& 2008 and also served on Administration Legislative Committee each of those years. 



Name: Carolyn Huntsman 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4026 
 
Church Membership: Lovelady 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Leader, Secretary 
Administrative Board, Council on Ministries, SPR, Certified 
Lay Speaker. East District-Trustees, & DLT. TAC-District Rep 
for Small Membership Church Committee. Globally -”Joy in 
the Harvest” Board of Directors (Mission Board establishing 
UMC in western Tanzania at the request of Bishop Ntombo). 

Driving passion for ministry: I have a passion for our small membership churches & their 
unique challenges. I feel that they are the backbone of our denomination. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To return, once again, to our Wesleyan roots & theology & 
the authority of scripture, pledge to uphold the Discipline & place greater emphasis on Jesus’ 
“Great Commission.” 

My reason to serve as a delegate: The time I spent on the 2008 delegation was a time of 
intense study & was the highlight of my life as a Methodist. It was a time of wonderful 
interaction with our brothers & sisters from all over the world. Although it was a huge 
commitment of time, I am more than willing to do it again. I believe that in 2012 we will 
be at a crossroads in our church, & I hope to be a part of our delegation to help guide us in 
making decisions that are pleasing to God & that will honor Him. 

Years of previous General Conference alternate in 2008 and Jurisdictional Conference 
delegate in 2008. 



Name: Donel King 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4027 
 
Church Membership: College Station- First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local church-Certified Lay Speaker, Media & 
Tech Ministry, UMM, Christ Entrepreneurial Organization. 
District-Delegate 2008-2010. General Conference: Delegate, 
Web-Empowered Church Initiative. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: The challenge is shifting the para- digm to communicate 
the gospel & our doctrine as it relates to the postmodern environment. We must position 
ourselves to thrive in diversity, modernize our infrastructure for competent stewardship, & 
embrace effective technological strategies for discipleship, spiritual formation, & missions. 
My personal, business, & ministry objective is to infuse the Wesleyan Quadrilateral into the 
World Wide Web to impact making disciples for Jesus Christ in the 21st century. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: The great insights about living to serve were gained through 
mission trips, lay speaking, web design, ministry development & local church ministry 
outreach. It is through these experiences that I gained an understanding of the connectional 
system, which has prepared me to effectively represent the TAC at the 2012 General & 
Jurisdictional Conferences. I served as a delegate to the 2008 Jurisdictional Conferences & 
a delegate for the 2006 World Methodist Council in Seoul, Korea. My experience in Seoul 
& missions to Haiti, Africa & Vietnam has expanded my view of our church through a 
worldwide lens. This unique prospective of mission & outreach has brought forth a greater 
awareness of issues facing our church beyond the local parish. I will also participate as a 
delegate to the 2011 World Methodist Council in Durban, South Africa. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Jurisdictional Conference delegate in 
2008. World Conference delegate in 2006. 



Name: Kathy Kothmann 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4028 
 
Church Membership: College Station- A&M 
Gender: Female
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local church-Prayer Team, Homebound 
Communication Team, & various college ministries. West 
District-Lay Speaking Team, Clergy Excellence Team, 
Delegate, Workshop Leader for Leadership Training. TAC-
Clergy Development/ Spiritual Formation Team, Labyrinth 
Coord., Spiritual Academics Retreat Leader & Teller at TAC. 

Driving passion for ministry: Spiritual Formation-I have expressed this by serving in 
leadership positions on district/conference teams which plan & lead spiritual growth 
activities & retreats. I grow my relationship with the Lord by reaching out through 
homebound communion, college ministries, & Bridges to Life prison ministry; through 
personal & group contemplative prayer & worship; and through various UM programs. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Spiritually renewed, spending much time in prayer, both 
corporate & individual. It has been my experience & observation that spiritually renewed 
individuals reach out to share that Love with others in many ways, & that spiritually renewed 
Churches preach the Gospel, make disciples of Jesus Christ through building a strong 
relationship with Him. John Wesley provided a good model for discipling with accountability 
for spiritual growth at all levels. If we as the UMC seek the Kingdom of God first, everything 
else needful will follow. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I have been a faithful life-long Methodist & follower 
of Jesus—and have been active in many roles in the UMC. With a strong background & 
knowledge of the UMC, including our founder, John Wesley, I would like to serve as a 
delegate so that I can listen to the proposals with pros/cons presented, to prayerfully consider 
how each would serve to renew & strengthen the original Methodist way of preaching/
spreading the Gospel/outreach with accountability for spiritual growth & outreach today & 
in the future, & then to humbly cast my vote for the best proposals. I also look forward to 
getting to know Methodists from all over & listening to their views as we endeavor to further 
God’s work in the UMC. 



Name: Jill E. Krone 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4029 
 
Church Membership: Emory/Alba 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-member Worship, Bible Study 
Facilitator. District-Lay Delegate; Special Study Facilitator. 
TAC-member Communication; member Faith Forming 
Relationships & Spiritual Formation; Disciple Bible Study 
Task Force Coord.; Certified Lay Minister & Pulpit Supply. 
General Conference- Delegation Secretary & Communications Coord.; Reserve Lay 
Delegate. Previously Served: General Conference Recorder; Conference Blogger; General 
Conference & Local Communications Freelance Writer; Vice-Pres. TAC Clergy Spouse 
Assoc.; TAC Teller; North District Communications; Coord. Christmas Ornaments for 
Hurricane Ike Recovery. 

Driving passion for ministry: I enjoy serving & using my gifts & graces to share God & His 
love with others. Much of what I’ve done to serve is related to communicating what & how 
God is moving within His church & people. I have a strong desire to help others experience 
the same life-transformation, love & hope I’ve found in Christ Jesus. I strive to honor God by 
encouraging others through Word, study, prayer, & action in their faith journey. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I hope that the UMC will seek vision from God as to where 
He sees His church in 5 years. I would like to think this would include growth in personal 
Spiritual disciplines & even greater outreach to our communities & globally. I’d like for the 
UMC to find itself strengthened in our Lord as we continue to live out our personal vows (to 
uphold the church through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our mission) & 
denominational mission statement (to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world). 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I would hope to utilize what I learned through the last 
delegation elections to serve our local church members & the church universal in an even 
greater way. I would like the opportunity to again bring the true voice of the individual & 
local church to the denominational level through the use of appropriate means & bring glory 
to God in the process. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: I was elected to serve as a reserve 
lay delegate for our 2008 Delegation, attended all preparatory meetings, both General/
Jurisdictional Conferences in entirety & served 4 extra days as the only official Recorder to 
General Conference selected from the TAC. I was honored to be elected by the 2008 TAC 
Delegation to serve as their Recording Secretary, handling Delegation Communications. 



Name: Benjamin W. (Ben) Lohmer 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4030 
 
Church Membership: Sugar Land-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-past: College Sta tion-A&M 
College Ministries Team. Present: Men’s Ministry Team & 
Sunday School Teacher. District-Congregational Excellence 
Team. 

Driving passion for ministry: To transform lives & the world. It is in striving to seek the 
lost to share the Good News of Jesus Christ & helping the found to live out their calling as 
Christians 24/7. My specific interests are in the rejuvenation of Men in our congregations, 
multigenerational mentoring & learning, & inclusion of Young Adults in the faith & 
denomination. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: United as one. Working & serving together to transform the 
world in the name of Jesus Christ. A united Church that will transform decline to increase, 
take poverty to extinction, heal the sick, & give sight to the blind; all for God’s glory that 
others may know the love God has for them. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: We are at a Tipping Point in the history of the Church. A 
point in time that I can see the church coming together, united as one, working side-by-side 
on the same street, in the same city, & in the same countries, in this same world making 
disciples of Jesus Christ. It is for the cause of this Divine kind of unity that drives my desire 
to serve as a delegate to General Conference. 



Name: David Martin 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4031 
 
Church Membership: Bellaire 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Lay Leader. I have served and/
or serving on SPRC, Finance, Stewardship & Missions. Lay 
Delegate since 2005. 

Driving passion for ministry: To be a witness to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through evangelizing those I encounter in mission work & our various church 
ministries in which I participate. In my Lay Leader role, I seek to increase the generosity 
of our congregation in both financial giving & service, & to increase the compassion of 
the congregation to more completely serve the poor & needy that live within our adjoining 
neighborhoods. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I hope to see the church transformed in a manner that 
attracts the young who are churched & un-churched, to be providing spiritual growth 
opportunities in unique & innovative ways that think outside the box, & to have the Church 
be more inclusive of those living in the margins of our society & culture, both in joint 
fellowship & service. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I seek to facilitate the vision of a more inclusive church 
& a vision of greater spirituality within our congregations through deeper faith practices as 
expressed by our acts, good works, & personal spiritual practices such as daily prayer & 
personal Bible study. We need help from the General/Jurisdictional Conference to develop the 
tools that will get us there. 



Name: Jerry Massey 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4032 
 
Church Membership: Pittsburg-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Chair Stewardship & member 
Church Council. North District-member DLT. TAC-member 
CLT. 

Driving passion for ministry: I humbly believe that God has 
called me to serve the church by bringing concerns of the local church to the broader church 
& cooperatively working on solutions that strengthen our connection. He has given me 
insight & talent in being able to see relationships between people & institutions, & being 
able to use those insights to accomplish our mission of creating disciples for Jesus Christ. I 
experience in bringing individuals to Jesus Christ & becoming stronger in the process. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: My prayer is that we work together to do our best to avoid 
the problems that have occurred in other main- line churches. To do this we need to return 
to our Wesleyan traditions of holiness & accountability. Our best hope lies not in expecting 
our General & Annual Conferences to solve all of our problems (though they have a place). 
Rather, it involves equipping & supporting our local congregations to go out into the world 
to make disciples & convincing them that this is how they are accountable to our Creator. I 
am hopeful. Our Fathers & Mothers evangelized great sections of our country one person at a 
time. So can we. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I would bring a unique perspective to our delegation. I am a 
native Houstonian & currently live in Pittsburg. I have been a member of both rural & urban 
churches, both large & small. I am conservative by nature & will remain so. However, as a 
hospital executive I have had to learn to listen to various constituencies. I will defend my 
faith as I see it with integrity. This is what I believe a delegate to General Conference should 
do. 



Name: Mellany McDonald-Williams 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4033 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. John’s 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-member Music Ministry. District-
Delegate. TAC-member Committee on Status & Role of 
Women & Breaking the Silence Executive Board. 

Driving passion for ministry: Helping to provide a safe space 
for people who have been hurt by, isolated from, or disenchanted by the church, hoping to 
foster an atmosphere in which they can witness & experience the genuine love of God for 
them. I am very committed to outreach to those who have traditionally been “exiled” from 
enjoying the spiritual fellowship that makes a worship experience complete. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: See the UMC intentionally engage in dialogue surrounding 
contemporary & controversial social justice issues that impact the large cross sections 
of society. Our response to those issues measures our willingness & readiness to be a 
transforma- tive force in a world that believes “the church” has lost its relevance. Also, to see 
the UMC fully engulfed in its motto, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” by exercising 
Wesleyan Principles of approaching personal & church beliefs in light of Scripture, Tradition, 
Experience & Reason. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I hope to offer the diversity of perspective, that I have 
embodied & that I have witnessed, to the Conference. My experience serving at my local 
church has broadened my outlook on the basic human condition of people from all walks of 
life & backgrounds. Attending to viewpoints of others has impacted my response to worship 
& service. Serving as a delegate would further my personal growth as well as help to fulfill 
my call to service in the UMC. 



Name: Don N. Morriss 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4034 
 
Church Membership: Texarkana- Williams Memorial 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church– Lay Dele-gate, Co Lay Leader, 
member choir. TAC-currently: Chair Board of Methodist 
Retirement Communities. Past: Insurance Committee. Other: 
Methodist Hospital Board & General Board of Publication. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To see the general church growing like the TAC and not 
indicating a membership decline. I‘d like to encourage others toward effective ministry, 
extravagant hospitality, generosity. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: The workings of the general church fascinate me & I’d like 
to work on shaping the future of the jurisdiction & the general church. 



Name: Mattie Ordaz 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4035 
 
Church Membership: Navasota-First 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Certified Lay Speaker. 
Past: Lay Minis- ter. District-Member & Secretary Com
mittee on Ordained Ministry. TAC-currently: President UMW. 
Past: Secretary Program Resources, Membership Nurture & 
Outreach Coord. & Vice-President on UMW. 

Driving passion for ministry: My Lord & Savior. Jesus calls us to proclaim the good news 
(Mark 16:15), to love one another (John 13:34-35), & to be a witness for Christ (Acts 1:8). 
The UMC is an inclusive church, & I believe the Body of Christ is not any one race, people, 
nationality or gender. We are all one in Jesus Christ. “Go & make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, & of the Son, & of the Holy Spirit” (Matthews 
28:19-20). 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. In 5 years I hope to see the UMC be a beacon in the community, practicing open 
hearts, open minds & open doors, teaching, embracing, supporting, & serving in the ministry 
for Jesus Christ. 

No Photo Available



Name: Beverly Ann T. Rodgers 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4036 
 
Church Membership: Van 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church– past: Education, VBS worker, 
Youth Sunday School Leader, member Church Council, 
Certified Lay Speaker, & Program Vice-President UMW 2007, 
2008 & 2011. 

Driving passion for ministry: I try to live in a daily relationship with the risen Christ & those 
I encounter in the world around me. Reading, meditation, study & service have led to a path 
of silence as my way of living for the past decade. I no longer live a “driven” life; I live 
a prayerful life. I do, however, have years of advanced training in organizational & inter-
organizational systems, three decades of service to schools, universities, corporations, & 
research-based organizations as well a practical experiences with capacity development of 
dynamic systems & human consciousness. But I now live according to the path outlined in 
2nd Timothy 2:24, “The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient…” 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: That developing congregations of the UMC will open 
themselves to the teaching of Psalm 23 & have their collective soul restored. I hope that 
growing congregations will be led to Truth as spoken of in the Bible. I hope maturing church 
congregations will follow the Light, will seek after the Lord, will behold God’s Beauty, & 
enquire in His tabernacle as reflected in Psalm 27. Collectively, that the UMC will wait upon 
the Lord, will be of good courage, & be strengthened as a body of Christian believers, ready 
to blaze a plain path rather than a chaotic maze so that future generations will see clearly the 
work of 21st Century Christian following their understanding of Christ’s word in a state of 
readiness of a transformational life. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: When invited to serve as a delegate to the General/
Jurisdictional Conference, I found myself surprised, then pleased, next cautious, & finally 
willing. The challenges within the UMC mirror those of the complex world, & I have 
prepared myself to serve if selected. I have almost four decades of local through international 
experiences in professional work & life which provide a seasoned, but open perspective. 



Name: Carl W. Sandlin 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4037 
 
Church Membership: Houston-Chapelwood 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church– past: Chair Council on Ministries. 
Currently: Board of Stewards, Finance, Global Missions, & 
sing in Chancel Choir. Due to my job we moved quite often, 
but I have served in the leadership of every church where we 
have lived. 

Driving passion for ministry: Worship, because the message and the music mean so much 
to me. Missions, because being the hands of feet of Jesus Christ in today’s world is so 
important. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To see the UMC growing, both in numbers and 
commitment. Service more persons, making the church available to all, and being an 
influence on society as we have been in our history. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I want to be part of the decision-making process in our 
denomination. The UMC has been so important in my life; I want to help make it relevant 
and important to folks in the future. 



Name: Donna Schlitt 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4038 
 
Church Membership: Houston - The Foundry 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Lay Leader, past: Chair 
Administrative Board & Chair Missions. District-currently: 
Trustees, past: Chair Houston Missions Board, Chair Room 
to Grow. TAC-currently: Confessing Movement Board, past: 
Vice-Chair Board of Pensions, Secr. Insurance, Chair Missions. 
General-member Board of Confessing Movement. 

Driving passion for ministry: I met Jesus Christ when I was 16 years old. His love for me & 
my growing love for Him has led me to a life of service through the UMC. I have a passion & 
love for those in need. I have found that through meeting the physical needs of God’s people, 
sharing the Gospel through example & testimony, I have grown in understanding God’s call 
to serve. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: What I see happening today is the church slowly returning 
to its roots of God led service to the world. What I hope will happen is a continuing return 
to Wesleyan theology & to a church centered in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
church has been sidelined by issues that have kept us from focusing on our true mission. My 
hope is that we settle our differences that has threatened to divide our church & truly become 
the UMC, united in sharing Jesus Christ with the world. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: The upcoming General Conference may be a pivotal time 
for our church. The votes that will be taken will determine if the church continues on its path 
toward our Wesleyan roots or whether we continue to battle each other over issues that detract 
from our mission. I would like to be a partner in making those decisions. At Jurisdictional 
Conference we will elect bishops who will lead the church for years to come. I would like to 
be a part in electing bishops who share my passion for Wesleyan leadership. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Jurisdictional Conference 1996, 2000, 
2004, & 2008. In 2008 I was elected to General Conference as a reserve delegate, but served 
as a voting delegate when a member of the delegation had to resign. 



Name: Gwendolyn Young Smithheart 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4039 
 
Church Membership: Houston- St. Timothy’s  
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-Chair Steward ship, Lay Leader, 
UMW, Chair Craft Show. District-President UMW, member 
Congregational Excellence. 

Driving passion for ministry: Responsible service to God is my 
passion, whether it is serving on mission teams or on committees, realizing that a vital part of 
our covenant is to help others. Being a Christian makes us responsible & accountable for how 
we treat others in alleviating their conditions, whether it is poverty, medical or educational. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: See the church reach an unprecedented number of people 
that commit themselves to Christ & all that it entails to be a disciple. We have got to 
encourage those that are underrepresented & un-served to seek & accept help from the local 
churches. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: There are still issues relating to race, ethnicity & gender 
that are separating us as a people of God. As science & medicine make huge strides 
in progress, the ethical issues that develop must be understood & addressed in light of 
Methodist theology. We must have the courage to offend & defend all in an atmosphere of 
respect & Christian love. 



Name: Sue Sullivan 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4040 
 
Church Membership: Redwater 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Small Membership Church, 
Disciple Bible Study, ALPHA, Bible Study Fellowship. 
District-Certified Lay Minister. Past: Director Lay Speaking 
School, Youth Coord., Camp Registrar, Camp Director & 
Camp Counselor. TAC-currently: Vice-President Lakeview 
Methodist Conference Center Board. Past: Chair Small Membership Churches, Vice-Chair 
Spiritual Formation, served on: Strategic Mapping Team & Annual Conference Planning 
Team. Participated in PIM trip to Alaska. Jurisdictional- Delegate 2004 & 2008, & Teller 
2008. General-member Commission on Religion & Race, & Secretary Finance. 

Driving passion for ministry: I believe God calls each of us to serve & enables us to do so. I 
offer myself as a servant to God. I am dedicated to the UMC. Through prayer & discipline I 
strive to follow where He leads. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: For the past two quadrenniums, I have served as a 
Jurisdictional Delegate & attended our 2004 & 2008 delegation meetings to prepare for those 
conferences. I have learned about the procedures & processes & am ready to devote my time 
& energy to represent the TAC. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: General/ Jurisdictional Delegate 2004 & 
2008. 



Name: Leah Taylor 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4041 
 
Church Membership: Katy-St. Peter’s 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Southwest District-DLT & Committee on 
Ordained Ministry. TAC - Lay Leader, member CLT, member 
Extended \Cabinet, Nominations, New Church Start Funding 
Grants Committee, Board of Advancing Pastoral Leadership, 
Cote d’Ivoire Partnership. Jurisdictional– active in Lay 
Leaders Group. General- Church Apportionment Structure Study Group. 

Driving passion for ministry: Empowering the laity to become enthusiastic & articulate 
evangelists, working in partnership with clergy to build vibrant congregations. Learning 
how to talk about how Christ works in our lives is an important part of becoming disciples 
capable of carrying out the Great Commission. Helping churches become more outwardly 
focused will allow us to do more mission work in our own communities, giving us endless 
opportunities to share the Good News of the Gospel. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: That the UMC will turn the corner after 40 years of 
membership loss, reclaim our Wesleyan heritage, & rebuild our church so that we are 
growing, excited & truly a place of spiritual growth for those who do not yet know the love 
of Jesus Christ in their lives. I can see masses of Methodists around the world reaching out to 
communities in which we are located & to those who are less fortunate than we are, we can 
become the hands & feet of Christ, which not only benefit others but give us new vitality for 
God’s work in this world & bringing the Kingdom to earth. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Participate in the rejuvenation of the UMC. I hope in 2012, 
General Conference will focus on ways that we can make disciples for the transformation of 
the world. While we have many structural issues as the UMC, I believe that the key to our 
future is working together to empower all Methodists, throughout the world, to do God’s 
work. My hope is that legislation will be viewed through the filter of doing just that. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: General & Jurisdictional Conference 
2008 and served as a member of the Superintendency Legislative Committee. 



Name: Bryan H. Tullos 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4042 
 
Church Membership: Sugar Land-Christ 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Chair Trustees, member Finance, 
Missions & active St. Stephen Minister. TAC-currently: Lay 
Delegate. 

Driving passion for ministry: To see our church continue to 
grow & to serve God’s people, bringing the good news of Jesus to the lost & bringing the 
love of our Heavenly Father to His children. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: A vibrant, relevant force in bringing the good news of Jesus 
to the lost. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: To bring a conservative voice to that body focusing on the 
need to move from a liberal social agenda to an evangelical message that nurtures, respects & 
loves all of God’s children, the downtrodden, the hopeless & even those yet in the womb. 



Name: Raymond Lee Turner 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4043 
 
Church Membership: Galveston-Wesley Tabernacle 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-Chair Finance & President UMM. 

Driving passion for ministry: To be able to convince people the 
way to salvation is through Jesus Christ. To carry my cross as 
Jesus Christ carried His. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Complete & total integration. Small churches on a rotating 
basis, having 5th Sunday services. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: To learn as much about the inner workings of the church as 
it pertains to the local church. 



Name: Sunny Tutt 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4044 
 
Church Membership: Sugar Land-Christ 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Delegate 10 years, Missions 5 
years, chair 2 years. Chair Administrative Council 2 years, 
Vision & Planning 3 years, New Building Feasibility 1 year, 
Missions 25 years, chair 4 years, SPR 3 years, chair 1 year, 
New Church Finance 5 years. District-Missions 2 years. TAC-
Committee to Reorganize TAC & Districts 1 year. 

Driving passion for ministry: Outreach of the Church to all people, in my hometown, my 
state, nation & the world, making disciples in the Wesley tradition. I believe each person 
needs a personal relationship with Christ, & needs an understanding of what doctrines are 
nonnegotiable. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I hope we are not fighting each other. Think what we could 
do if all that energy we waste combating each other was used to spread the Gospel to the 
world! 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Having been a Methodist for 77 years, I find the doctrines 
of the UMC ring true for me. I have seen so many friends leave for other denominations, but 
I believe our Church is worth saving. Being retired, I have time to fully address the study 
required. 



Name: Marty L. Vaughan 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4045 
 
Church Membership: Waskom-First 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Lay Leader, Chair 
Communications, Chair Finance, Delegate, member & 
treasurer UMW, Chair UMW Social Action. Past: Chair 
Administrative Council, Vice-Chair Trustees, member of the 
following: Missions, Finance, Trustees, Administrative Council 
& Delegate 4 years. North District-DLT, Superintendent’s Rep on Newgate Mission Board, 
Chair UMW Social Action, member UMW District Mission Event. TAC-Cote d’Ivoire 
Nothing But Nets Delegation, Four Corners Mission Team 2 years, Rita Recovery Mission 
Team, member UMW Mission Event. 

Driving passion for ministry: Serving God & trying to follow Christ’s example through 
outreach, mission & service guides my work as a Christian in church & community activities. 
Closest to my heart are the programs & ministries that work with the marginalized, the 
poor, & disenfranchised. My call to serve has blessed me with opportunities to work with 
offenders & ex-offenders, hospice patients, Head Start children, persons housed in disaster 
shelters, persons living with HIV/AIDS, battered women, the homeless, persons living with 
addictions, the mentally ill, & as a medical clinic volunteer in Nicaragua. In addition, I have 
had the privilege in working with other humanitarian service organizations including the 
American Red Cross, YWCA, volunteer fire & EMS, Crisis Response Teams (state, regional, 
& local), & Operation Help (a local food pantry). It is my desire to continue responding to 
God’s carrier breaking love in this world & serve where I am most needed. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: That the UMC will continue its growth in becoming a more 
vibrant, diverse, & inclusive denomination committed to making disciples for Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: Being retired, I have time & energy to devote to studying 
the issues that will need to be considered & to do my best to insure that the experiences, 
needs, hopes & dreams of those with whom I have been privileged to serve are considered in 
making decisions on behalf of the denomination. 



Name: Gib Walton 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4046 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. Luke’s 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-past: Chair Trustees, Chair 
Administrative Board, Board of Stewards, & Chair Outreach, 
Community Service, Finance, & Stewardship., Co-President 
Sunday School Class. TAC- Chancellor (currently & through 3 
bishops). Other: Certified Lay Speaker and currently serve on 
the Board of Methodist Hospital. 

Driving passion for ministry: I cannot narrow it to just one. I have a passion for helping those 
in need & for making disciples for Jesus Christ. Based on my experience as Chancellor of 
our TAC & from attending three General/Jurisdictional Conferences, I have also developed 
an interest in church law & the processes, procedures, & doctrine of our church. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: This depends much, of course, on decisions we make as a 
Church moving forward. Decisions that can vitally affect our Church’s future are made by 
bodies of delegates, like ourselves, who are brought together for holy conferencing at our 
Annual, Jurisdictional, & General Conferences. With God’s grace & sustaining guidance, 
I am optimistic that the next 5 years can be a time of constructive discernment, growth, 
revitalization, & strengthening for our Church. Five years from now, I hope to see the UMC: 
1)continuing to spread the Gospel & to make increased numbers of disciples for Jesus Christ 
throughout the world; 2) continuing to reach out to those in need both in our country & 
our global community; & 3) on a positive, productive path where the Church is growing, 
becoming stronger, more relevant, & more vibrant every day. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I would hope to be able to represent our Conference 
effectively on all matters coming before our General & Jurisdictional Conference—so 
that the next 5 years ( and beyond) can, indeed, be a time of new growth, revitalization, & 
strengthening for our Church. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Jurisdictional Delegate 2000, 2004 & 
2008. General Conference-2000 (Alternate), 2004 & 2008; Legislative Committees-Faith 
Order 2004 & Judicial Administration 2008. 



Name: Tom Weir 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4047 
 
Church Membership: Houston-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-currently: member Administrative 
Board, Lay Dele- Gate. Past: Nominations, Trustees, Coun- 
cil on Ministries & Administrative Board. I Have organized 
2 UMM units at different churches & served as President of 
UMM 3 terms. District-Vice-Pres UMM. TAC-Officer UMM. 

Driving passion for ministry: I feel a great love for my heavenly Father & Lord Jesus. I know 
that our God is love, & I would like to see more love & harmony in the church. My passion 
for working with UMM is to work with men who are striving to walk more closely with our 
Lord & to build a bridge to help men find Jesus Christ. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: A more loving & compassionate church, & a greater 
movement in the Wesley tradition. I would like to encourage our church to be one of hope, 
love, & joy with God & the Bible at its center. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I have a lot of memories & Christian thoughts to help our 
church. I have been a member of the Methodist church for 63 years. I want to learn more & I 
believe that I have a lot of experience with the Methodist Church & UMM, that I can bring to 
the table. Most importantly, I also know how to listen to people. 



Name: Tiffin Wilsford 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4048 
 
Church Membership: Houston-St. Paul’s 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Church Council & 
Communications. Past: Administrative Board & Long Range 
Planning Task Force. In addition, I am a staff member, having 
served for 12 years. District-currently: Youth Council Coord., 
Congregational Excellence. Past: Camp Coord. Youth Summer 
Camp. TAC-past: Youth Ministry (Treasurer) & Clergy Excellence Clergy Recruitment. 
Currently: Ambassador’s Endowment & Youth Council. 

Driving passion for ministry: To be a part of giving & receiving love, hope, & compassion to 
& from all of God’s people. I believe there are some times when we are called to serve others, 
& there are always times when we need to be served by others regardless of one’s education, 
gender, ethnicity, or financial resources. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: As a vibrant & growing church full of diversity & energy 
for transforming the world & making disciples for Jesus Christ. I hope the UMC is led by a 
healthy balance of laity & clergy in which the average age of clergy is decreasing, yet these 
young clergy be well trained by the wise & experienced elders of their profession. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: To give back to the church & the governing process that 
defines the UMC. Because the UMC has given so much to me as an individual, a husband, 
a father, a youth director, a member of a local congregation, & as a participant in district & 
conference ministries. 



Name: Melba A. Wilson 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4049 
 
Church Membership: Port Arthur-Barnes Memorial 
Gender: Female
Racial/Ethnic Group: Black 

Experience: Local Church-currently: Vice-Pres Usher Board, 
member Visions Choir, Lay Delegate, Certified Lay Speaker. 
Past: Pres. Of Mary Magdalene Circle UMW. Southeast 
District-Missions, UMW Exec. Committee Nominations 2006, 
EAP Benefit Committee to Inform & Educate Clergy. TAC-
Center for Clergy Excellence Team, Group Health Benefits, Quadrennial Benefits Training 
participant in 2008. 

Personal Information-A multiple state licensed life & health insurance agent/broker since 
1985, I praise God for the experience. The body of Christ has become my family, having 
experienced the loss of many loved ones; and having been called into a “real” relationships 
with Jesus Christ. I rejoice & embrace this truth-its all about Jesus! This is how I now 
conduct my personal life, my business, & how I view the business of the church. Whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. Col 3:17 



Name: John W. Worsham 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4050 
 
Church Membership: Houston-First 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Chair Stewardship, Chair Long 
Range Planning, Chair Finance, Chair Administrative Board, 
Chair SPR, member Trustees. TAC-Chair Sara Francelia Bell 
Trust. Jurisdictional-Delegate 2000, 2004 & 2008. General-
Delegate 2008, Alternate Delegate 2000 & 2004. 

Driving passion for ministry: To share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: Would like to see a more orthodox UMC which truly 
honors biblical authority & the primary tenets of Wesleyan theology, & yes, one which has 
decisively dealt with the so-called hot button issues which have divided us as to the authority 
of Scripture, & short-circuited a pure proclamation of the Gospel message. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: To participate in the continuing reformation & renewal of 
our church which I saw begin as an Alternate Delegate to 2000 General Conference, &, as 
a Delegate in 2008. I participated in debates which preceded decisive votes to reclaim our 
heritage as we affirm Jesus Christ as Son, Savior & Lord. We need a consensus about the 
Gospel message—the authority of Scripture, the seriousness of sin, & the centrality of the 
cross. 

Years of previous General/Jurisdictional experience: Jurisdictional Delegate 2000, 2004 & 
2008. General-Delegate 2008, Alternate 2000 & 2004. 



Name: Tom Wussow 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4051 
 
Church Membership: Kingwood 
Gender: Male 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-Past: Lay Leader, Chair SPR, Chair 
Administrative Board/Church Council, Trustees, Vice-Chair 
Building Committee. Currently: Lay Delegate, Chair Finance 
& Endowment Fund. District-past: Finance & Trustees. 
Currently: Building & Church Location (Past-Chair). TAC-
Past: Lay Leader (1996-2002), Project Manager Conference Center Renovation & Expansion 
(2002-2003), Congregational Development Task Force (2004-2005), Chair Houston Board 
of Missions & Chair Wesley Community Center. Currently: Board of Methodist Retirement 
Communities (Past-Chair). 

Driving passion for ministry: As a life-long United Methodist, I’m committed to the theology, 
discipline, tradition, & global context of the UMC. We have unique heritage & a significant 
message to share with the world. It is our responsibility as Christians, to share the high 
calling of scripture & our Wesleyan doctrine as we seek to reach the unchurched & support 
people in their faith journey. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: To see the church growing again in the U.S., the way it is 
in Africa? We can achieve that vision if we focus on evangelism, mission outreach, & new 
church development. It requires a clear emphasis on our primary task, more streamlined & 
cost effective organizational structure, & the discipline to avoid distractions. 

My reason to serve as a delegate: It is an honor & privilege to serve as delegate representing 
the TAC. It can be a tedious task, but also an awesome experience. My experience as a 
delegate, other church experience, & devotion to the church provide the foundation for me 
to be an effective delegate in 2012. My concerns: organizational effectiveness, church unity, 
discipline, & the commitment to our primary task-reaching out to all who would respond to 
the call of discipleship. 
Years of General/Jurisdictional experience: General/Jurisdictional Conference 2000/2004, 
served on Faith & Order Committee. General/ Jurisdictional Conference 2008, served on 
Church & Society Committee. 



Name: Laura Young 
Assigned Number for Voting: 4052 
 
Church Membership: Linden 
Gender: Female 
Racial/Ethnic Group: Caucasian 

Experience: Local Church-past: Chair Chris-tian Education, 
member Evangelism/ Witness, Sunday School Teacher, Leader 
Small Group Study. Currently: Director of Children’s Choir, 
Perkins School of Theology Houston Board for Laity & Dallas 
Board of Laity, Breaking the Silence Executive Board, UMW. 
District-Delegate. Other-member United Methodist Christian Educators Fellowship. 

Driving passion for ministry: “Now go & do likewise” were the words Jesus chose as 
he concluded the story of The Good Samaritan. I am passionately committed to the 
transformation of the world through social justice ministries & my driving interest is two-
fold. I think we must help those we find beaten, bleeding & lying in the ditch so to speak. 
Also, we must dig a little deeper to uncover & then correct the systems that contribute to the 
continued separation of human beings, eliminating “us & them” - eliminating children of God 
ever being thrown into the ditch & left alone or isolated in any way. 

My hope for the UMC in 5 years: I have become increasingly concerned that our primary 
focus falls on the first half of our mission statement, “making disciples of Jesus Christ” while 
the second half “for the transformation of the world” often goes unmentioned & certainly 
unmeasured. We take great care in measuring attendance & membership, but high numbers do 
not equal disciples nor do they transform the world. I’d like to see a shift in our focus—a shift 
that would make the answers to these questions much more obvious: How is each community 
a better place because a local UMC is there? What difference is each church making in the 
lives of children, the hungry, the homeless, the poor, the sick, the underserved, the oppressed, 
the outcast, & the forgotten? If our church closed its doors next month, who (besides Sunday 
morning attendees) would miss our love, compassion, service, & advocacy? Do we have an 
appropriate balance between mission/service, worship, continuing theological education, & 
fellowship? What is a disciple, really? Are we relevant? 

My reason to serve as a delegate: I attended General Conference 2008 in its entirety, intently 
listening & learning from both legislative & plenary sessions, & immediately felt called to 
participate. I’m very grateful for & extremely proud of the UMC, & am equally committed to 
John Wesley’s summons to “go on to perfection.” Just as Wesley thought we disciples were 
responsible for ongoing biblical study, theological reflection, & spiritual growth, I believe that 
our UM Discipline is not yet perfect but “going on to perfection.” Helping the UMC become 
more like Christ’s Church is our collective calling. Serving as a delegate & participating in 
this growth process is an enormous responsibility & honor. 



4001 Sterling Allen
4002 Scott Atnip
4003 Georgia Barrett
4004 Bill Brown4005 John 
Campbell
4006 Don Clark
4007 Reggie Clemons
4008 Lester Colley, Jr.
4009 Eleanor F. Colvin
4010 Don Cooper
4011 Beverly Deerhake
4013 Helen Dubcak
4014 Eddie Erwin
4015 Clarence Estes, Jr.
4016 Corky Fowler
4017 Virginia Gill
4018 Tahieta Gosey-Bailey

4019 Gil Hanke
4020 Robert Harris
4021 Harlan Hartman
4022 Andy Hernandez
4023 Marquice Hobbs
4024 Ralph Holm
4025 Don House
4026 Carolyn Huntsman
4027 Donel King
4028 Kathy Kothmann
4029 Jill Krone
4030 Ben Lohmer
4031 David Martin
4032 Jerry Massey
4033 Mellany McDonald-
Williams
4034 Don Morriss
4035 Mattie Ordaz

4036 Beverly Rodgers
4037 Carl Sandlin
4038 Donna Schlitt
4039 Gwen Smithheart 
4040 Sue Sullivan
4041 Leah Taylor 
4042 Bryan Tullos
4043 Raymond Turner
4044 Sunny Tutt 
4045 Marty Vaughan
4046 Gib Walton 
4047 Tom Weir
4048 Tiffin Wilsford
4049 Melba Wilson
4050 John Worsham
4051 Tom Wussow
4052 Laura Young

Balloting for Laity Delegates To General & Jurisdictional Conferences 
Names & Assigned Voting Numbers of persons whose resumes are included in this booklet.

Numbering will continue forward on next page for those who are voted in from the 
conference floor during elections. 
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