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Exploring new dimensions of the Lenten wilderness

The Season of
Lent, traditionally a
time of spiritual reflec-
tion and renewal,
began early for me this
year. Bob and I
returned on Ash
Wednesday from a pil-
grimage to the Holy
Land. Neither of us
traveled as leaders, but
rather as part of a
group of pilgrims from
Memorial Drive UMC
in Houston. 

We sought to be
attentive to the surpris-
es of God’s grace and
the discoveries of our
own hearts as we trav-
eled the land that
birthed Abraham,

Isaac, Jacob and Jesus. Bob
and I are grateful to Dr. Chuck
Simmons, Senior Pastor, Ms.
Beverly Robb of Omega Travel
and the other clergy and laity
for their invitation and hospi-
tality to fellow travelers.

Experiencing the geograph-
ical and cultural context that
shaped the witness of the Old
Testament and New Testament
opened new dimensions of
appreciation for me.  In partic-
ular, I enter this Lenten season
with a more profound grasp of
what it might have been like
during the 40 days that Jesus
spent alone in the Judean
wilderness. Unlike the lush
forests, coastal prairies, and

Continued on page 6

The stark barreness of a desert in Israel.  During the Lenten season,

such places are used as a pathway to spiritual renewal.

FCC ruling imp acts wireless mic usage
By Brant Mills
TAC Web Content Manager

Do you use wireless mics in
worship, during weddings or
other events? The ability to use
certain models legally will end
on June 12, 2010 under a new
FCC ruling.  

This will affect micro-
phones and similar devices
(including wireless inner ear
monitors or wireless intercoms)
which operate in the 700MHz
band (698-806 MHz).

These new rules apply even
if you have previously obtained
a license to operate within that
range.

This change comes now
because the FCC auctioned off
the 700MHz spectrum in 2008
and the entities who purchased
those bands want them clear.

Some companies are offer-
ing rebates and trade-up pro-
grams. If your equipment can
no longer be used and was pur-
chased in the last couple of
years, check with your vendor

for promotions as soon as pos-
sible. Don't wait for the June
deadline or youmay miss out.

Why the change? 
According to the FCC rul-

ing, certain wireless micro-
phones have operated in fre-
quencies that are needed for

public safety. When these
microphones were first
designed, the frequencies they
used were in between the fre-
quencies that television stations
used to broadcast television
programs. 

With the completion of the
digital television (DTV) transi-
tion on June 12, 2009, televi-
sion stations no longer use the
frequencies between 698 and

806 MHz (the 700 MHz Band)
for broadcast. These frequen-
cies are now being used by
public safety entities (such as
police, fire and emergency
services) and by commercial
providers of wireless services
(such as wireless broadband
services). 

The wireless microphones
that had been operating in the
old TV broadcast channels can
cause harmful interference to
these public safety and wireless
consumer services. Therefore,
all users that operate on any of
the frequencies in the 700 MHz
band must stop operating in this
band, according to the FCC. 

The FCC is only prohibiting
the use of wireless microphones

(and similar devices) that oper-
ate in the 700 MHz Band. You
may continue to use wireless
microphones (and similar
devices) that operate on other
broadcast frequencies.
Microphones and other similar
devices with cords are not
affected by the FCC’s decision. 

Similar devices to wireless
microphones are also known as
equipment for “low power aux-
iliary stations.” Typically these
devices can transmit over dis-
tances of 100 meters. Examples
of similar devices include wire-
less intercoms, wireless in-ear
monitors (IEM), wireless audio
instrument links, and wireless
cueing equipment (IFB).

To read the complete FCC
ruling, visit:
www.txcumc.org/fccwireless.
For a complete list of equip-
ment that can no longer be
used, visit:
www.txcumc.org/fccwirelesse-
quipmentlist.

According to the FCC ruling, certain

wir eless microphones have operated in

fr equencies that are needed forpublic

safety. 
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UMCOR Responds to Earthquake in Chile
The United Methodist

Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) is responding to the
needs of people affected by the
8.8 magnitude earthquake that
struck Chile early on Saturday.
Preliminary reports indicate at
least 147 people have died,
homes and hospitals have been
destroyed, and the earthquake
triggered a tsunami that is
rolling across the Pacific.

Bishop Joel N. Martinez,
interim General Secretary of the
General Board of Global
Ministries said, “I have just
received the terrible news about
the major 8.8 magnitude earth-
quake in Chile. The early
reports of great destruction and
widespread injuries and the
increasing death count point to
a need for a full response by all
humanitarian agencies and gov-
ernments in the coming days
and weeks.”

UMCOR is working with
partners in Chile: Iglesia
Metodista de Chile (IMECH),
Ministerio Social Methodista
(MISOM) and Equipo
Metodista de Acción

Humanitaria (EMAH) to
respond with resources and sup-
port.

Bishop Martinez continued,
“I received a message from the
Iglesia Metodista de Chile and
have expressed to Bishop Mario
Martinez Tapia that we respond
with our prayers, our solidarity,
and our commitment to offer
the resources and services of
UMCOR to help the church
respond.”

In an email, Juan Salazar,
President of the Methodist
Social Ministry in Chile, says
of their initial evaluations of
damage, “the information that
arises each time indicates that
the effects are greater than orig-
inally assessed.”

UMCOR executives,
Melissa Crutchfield and Tom
Hazelwood expressed via
email, “our thoughts and
prayers are with you all as you
mobilize EMAH and IMECH in
response to the earthquake this
morning. We will continue to
keep in touch and to keep you
in our prayers. UMCOR and
the people of the United

Methodist Church stand with
you and will help in any way
we can.”

DisasterResponse Training
Crutchfield and Hazelwood

conducted a three-day disaster
preparedness and emergency
response training for IMECH
district coordinators in October
2009. About 20 participants of
the Chilean Methodist Church
from different districts and
regions engaged in the eight-
hour a day training, which fos-
tered networking opportunities
with local authorities and rele-
vant partners in the emergency
response field. The disaster
response training offered sup-
port IMECH, MISOM and
EMAH district coordinators to
build a disaster response net-
work in preparation for disas-
ters.

In a blog entry in the
UMCOR Notebook, Hazelwood
writes, “When we spoke of the
use of volunteers and their
value to UMCOR’s ministry of
disaster response, the people of
Chile knew and understood per-

fectly. They know what it
means to be the hands and feet
of Christ when there is trou-
ble.”

How to Help
Bishop Martinez says, “I

call on our generous United
Methodist constituents to join
in the response to the Chile
Emergency Advance to
strengthen UMCOR’s ability to
be fully present with
resources.”

At this point, it is not antici-
pated that relief supply kits will
be needed. Financial support
can be made to Chile
Emergency Advance #
3021178. 

Gifts can also be made by
check to UMCOR and mailed
to UMCOR, PO Box 9068,
New York, NY 10087. For local
church and Annual Conference
credit, place your gift in the
offering plate on Sundays.
Please indicate in the memo
line of the check that it is for
the Chile Emergency.

By Kathy L. Gilber t* 
United Methodist 
News Service

The United Methodist
Committee on Relief opened a
field office in Port-au-Prince
and is hiring full-time staff as
part of a five-year plan to help
rebuild Haiti after the Jan. 12
earthquake. 

Anthony Jones, who has 20
years of experience with
humanitarian relief agencies,
has been hired as an emergency
response consultant. He will be
in Haiti for the next two
months, said Melissa
Crutchfield, international disas-
ter response executive with
UMCOR. 

“Anthony will continue to
meet regularly with the Eglise
Méthodiste d'Haiti as well as
the U.N. and other local and
international partners to further
develop UMCOR's short- and
long-term humanitarian relief
and recovery strategy for
Haiti,” she said. 

The relief agency will be
hiring five staff members to
work in the Port-au-Prince
office, said Sharad Aggarwal,
an UMCOR executive.  Since
the disaster, UMCOR has coor-
dinated food distribution proj-
ects in Mellier and Petit-
Goave, Aggarwal said. 

The UMCOR plan includes
emergency, recovery and reha-
bilitation work. The emergency
phase stretches from the time
of the earthquake through
April. It addresses the immedi-
ate needs of access to food,
clean water and sanitation,
temporary shelter, and emo-
tional and spiritual support. 

During the recovery phase,
which is expected to run
through the first-year anniver-
sary of the disaster, UMCOR
will respond to needs for
increasingly permanent homes,
schools, clinics and churches,
along with jobs and other con-
cerns. 

The third phase, rehabilita-

tion,
will
likely
stretch
through
January
2015
and will
offer
assis-
tance for
both
physical
recon-
struction
and economic development as
well as rebuilding health, edu-
cation and other systems. 

“The response of the church
has been remarkable and gener-
ous,” said Bishop Joel
Martinez, United Methodist
Board of Global Ministries
interim top executive. “Even
the smallest gift has the power
to bless.” 

In the days leading up to
the one-month anniversary of
the quake, the seven wealthiest
nations of the world, known as

the G-7, agreed to forgive Haiti
its outstanding debts. “The debt
cancellation will give Haiti
some economic breathing
room,” Martinez said, “but it
will not solve all of the prob-
lems there.” 

Steps are being taken to
prepare for United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission teams to
respond in Haiti. In collabora-
tion with the Methodist Church
in Haiti, volunteer projects and

Continued on page 6

UMCOR f ie ld  o f f ice opens in  Hai t i

A man fashions a roof from tin sheets at the munici-
pal soccerstadium in Leogane.
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Collection of supplies at Sager Brown intensifies
By Rev. Clay Whitaker
TAC DisasterResponse
Consultant

Take a look!  Packed into a 26’
U-Haul truck (the largest they rent)
is over 11,000 health kits, thanks
to extravagant giving from United
Methodists all across the Texas
Conference.  Recently, it was my
privilege to lead a team of 10 for a
week of mission work at UMCOR-
Sager Brown in Baldwin,
Louisiana.  

Team members included: John
Aikey, Old River Terrace UMC;
Renee Teel, director of missions at
Christ UMC Sugar Land;
Elizabeth Lobdell, Christ UMC
Sugar Land; David Armiger, First
UMC League City staff member;
Sherry Bone, First UMC La Porte;
Jack Aulick, Missions Committee
Chair at Lakewood UMC Tomball;
David Goodrum, First UMC Sugar
Land; Nancy Duronio, Clear Lake
UMC; and Rev. Chris Norton, pas-
tor of Ashford UMC Houston and
the chair of TACCOR (Texas
Annual Conference Committee on
Relief).

All volunteers at Sager Brown
come for the week.  They arrive
Sunday night, get settled, start
work on Monday, and work
through noon on Friday.  At the
welcome/orientation meeting, there
were 60 volunteers from Colorado,
Iowa, Nebraska, Tennessee and
Texas.  

When our host asked all first-
timers to raise their hands, nine
hands went up – every one of my
team members!  Can you imagine?
With people there from all over the
country, the only first-timers were
us Texans, Louisiana’s closest
neighbors! Immediately, I was
conflicted with two competing
emotions: embarrassment and
pride! I gave way to the latter.

The realization that I got to be
the one to expose to nine new peo-
ple to one of the strongest arms of
ministry in our denomination felt
so good!  

On Monday, we had to get that
U-Haul unloaded and returned to
avoid a late charge.  Not so fast!
There was a fully-packed semi-
truck from the Virginia Conference
that was first in line!  It took sev-
eral men and the whole morning to
empty out that rig!  No
sweat…okay, there was some

sweat!  Right after lunch, our truck
was next: unloaded, unharmed,
safely returned, and on time!  

This particular week departed
slightly from the norm.  With Lent
to begin, one would anticipate
UMCOR-Sager Brown closing for
Ash Wednesday.  Not in Cajun
Country, Honey Child!  They
closed, as did many other busi-
nesses all across the state, for Fat
Tuesday. It’s Mardi Gras time!  

An answered prayer
After a nutritious breakfast at

McDonald’s, our team loaded up
and went to Houma for back-to-
back, family-friendly, Fat Tuesday
parades. Marching bands, cheer-
leaders, fancy cars, and huge floats
decorated to the max and beads! 

Team member David Goodrum
couldn’t catch enough of those
beads and convinced others to join
him. Later, David shared that some
years back, he’d collected a large
number of Mardi Gras beads,
which after being stored away at
home for some time, finally ended
up on a 10-day mission trip to
Saltillo, Mexico in 2009. 

Each day, along with their con-
struction work, the team offered
VBS to neighborhood children.
The first day, only a handful of
kids showed up.  They were dis-
couraged with the small number.
Then David got an idea.  “Let’s
give those beads away to the kids
who stay through the Bible les-
son!”  When he began passing
beads out, the children were over-
joyed with excitement.

Each day, more kids came.
They listened to the Bible lesson,
and lined up for their beads.  On
the final day, close to 50 kids were
on hand.  The beads ran out.
David never dreamed that some-
thing so inexpensive could mean
so much to children in Saltillo!

When he got home, he offered
a prayer: “Lord, I don’t know how,
but could You please help me find
more beads for next year’s trip?”

Standing on a crowded street in
Houma, Louisiana, God answered
his prayer.  

The above is just one of the
many great experiences we all
shared during that very special
week.
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“ A p o r t i o n  m e a n t  f o r  o t h e r s ”
Texas Annual  Conference appor t ionment

By Dr. Elijah Stansell 
Conference Tr easurer

I am continuously amazed
by your expressions of extrava-
gant generosity. Through your
financial sacrificial giving you
have personified the transform-
ing witness of changing lives
and re-shaping futures. 

The year of 2009 seemed
very bleak at times. The people

call United Methodist did not
waiver on their commitment.
When Christians do justice,
love faithfully and remember to
care for others they are to be
commended.

We are grateful for every
congregation that contributed to
our successful year. The list fol-
lowing recognizes those who
were able in 2009 to pay 100%

of their apportionment assign-
ment.

John Wesley believed that
authentic Christian experience
had to be nurtured in a spiritual
community. Thanks be to God
for allowing us to be connec-
tional and Holy Spirit led.

I pray that God continues to
shower favor upon each and
every one of you!!!!!!!!! 

CENTRAL NORTH DISTRICT
Dr. Richard Burnham - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 48 100% PAID:  38
Atascocita UMC Rev. Andrew Noel 
Cleveland, First UMC Rev. Carl Lundberg 
Coldspring UMC Rev. David Green 
Coldspring, Mt. Zion UMC Rev. Lou Ann Franklin
Conroe, First UMC Dr. W. Gerald Neff
Conroe, Metropolitan UMC Rev. Willie Sears 
Cypress, Good Shepherd UMC Rev. William Haygood, Jr.
Cypress, UMC Rev. Jerome Brimmage 
Hempstead CT, Harper UMC Rev. Robert Alexander, Jr.
Hempstead CT, St. Thomas UMC Rev. Robert Alexander, Jr. 
Hockley, Macedonia UMC Rev. Evelyn Cox 
Houston, Cornerstone UMC Dr. David Meadows 
Houston, John Wesley UMC Rev. James Foster 
Houston, Lakewood UMC Dr. C. Chappell Temple 
Humble, First UMC Dr. E.B. Beasley 
Huntsville, Pleasant Grove UMC Rev. Elizabeth Palmer 
Kingwood UMC Rev. Jimmy Welch 
Kingwood, Strawbridge UMC Dr. James Reiter 
Klein UMC Dr. Mark Young 
Lake Houston UMC Rev. Walter Charles Jordan 
Magnolia, Wildwood UMC Rev. Brenda Rusti Moore 
Montgomery UMC Rev. Nancy Kellond 
Montgomery, China Chapel UMC Rev. Sam Smith 
New Waverly UMC Rev. Jeanetta Brewster 
Paul Horton UMC Rev. Mariann Wallace 
Phelps UMC Rev. Jeanetta Brewster 
Prairie View, First UMC Rev. Wilmer Bonner
Shepherd UMC TBS
Splendora, Countryside UMC Rev. Gregory Smith 
Spring, Cypress Trails UMC Rev. Roberta Maltas 
Tomball, Rose Hill UMC Rev. Kay Johnson
Tomball, Salem UMC Rev. Dorothy Terry 
Tomball, UMC Rev. Thomas Lyles, Jr. 
Waller, First UMC Rev. Jerome Brimmage 
Waller, New Hope UMC Rev. Evelyn Cox
Willis, First UMC Rev. Jeffrey Gantz 
Willis, Thomas Chapel Rev. Andrew Stewart, III 
Woodlands, Christ Church UM Dr. Daniel Hannon 

CENTRAL SOUTH DISTRICT
Rev. Lawrence Young - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 67 100% PAID:  36
Bellaire UMC Rev. James Flagg, Jr. 
Galena Park UMC Rev. Patrick Smith 
Houston,  Almeda UMC Rev. Frances Foger 
Houston,  Asbury UMC Rev. Anjelita Dirden 
Houston, Blueridge UMC Rev. Wanda Bess
Houston, Calvary UMC Rev. Audrey Mitchell 
Houston, Chapelwood UMC Dr. James Jackson, Jr.
Houston, Covenant of Faith Rev. Luthur Walker 
Houston, Crestmont Park UMC Rev. Curley Laster 
Houston, Durkee UMC Rev. Rex Carleton 
Houston, Ebenezer UMC Dr. Francis Guidry 
Houston, First UMC Dr. Stephen Wende 
Houston, Genoa UMC Rev. Howard Bruce 
Houston, Gethsemane UMC Dr. Thomas Pace, III 
Houston, Grace UMC (Heights) Rev. Harvey Johnson, III 
Houston, Hillcrest UMC Rev. Roger Dunlop 
Houston, Jacinto City UMC Rev. Jose Cortinas
Houston, Love UMC Rev. Vincent Harris 
Houston, Mallalieu UMC Rev. Collie Polk, III
Houston, Mt. Vernon UMC Dr. Lewis Jackson, Sr. 
Houston, Pleasantville UMC Rev. Minnie Baxter 
Houston, Sloan UMC Rev. Joseph Wilson 
Houston, St. Andrew's UMC Rev. Marilyn White 
Houston, St. John's UMC Rev. Rudy Rasmus 
Houston, St. Luke's UMC Dr. Thomas Pace, III 
Houston, St. Mark's (Pat'sn) UMC Rev. Gregory Johnson 

EAST DISTRICT
Dr. Jerry Pennington - District Superintendent

(Continued)

Henderson, St. Paul's UMC Rev. Lynn Loe 
Henry's Chapel UMC Rev. David Goodwin
Huntington UMC Rev. Martin Doran 
Jasper Circuit Memorial UMC Rev. Douglas Wright 
Jasper First UMC Rev. Richard White, Jr.
Jasper Homer Rev. Richard Phillips
Joaquin First UMC Rev. Randall Smith 
Keltys UMC Rev. Victoria Davidson 
Lake Rayburn UMC Rev. Michael Toland 
Laneville UMC Rev. Dime Manning
Latexo, UMC Rev. Richard Gillet 
Liberty Hill, UMC Mr. Douglas Neel
Liberty Springs UMC Rev. Karen Jones 
Livingston CTPleasant Hill UMC Dr. Sandra Wright 
Livingston CTSt. Luke UMC Dr. Sandra Wright 
Livingston First UMC Rev. William Mayhugh
Lovelady, First UMC Rev. James White
Lufkin Homer UMC Rev. Jerry Anderson
Lufkin St. Paul UMC Rev. Robert Faulk 
Lufkin, Bethlehem UMC Rev. Lloyd Bonner
Lufkin, First UMC Rev. D. Nick Sholars 
Lufkin, Ryan Chapel UMC Rev. Robert Faulk 
Lynches Chapel UMC Rev. Barbara Gust 
McMahan's Chapel UMC Rev. Karen Jones 
Melrose UMC Rev. Gary Davis
Moscow Bible UMC Rev. Bluford Weikel 
Mt. Enterprise UMC Rev. Clint Johnson
Murvaul Rev. Ross Hyde 
Nacogdoches First UMC Dr. William Gandin, Jr.
Nacogdoches Perritte Mem. UMC Rev. David Brasher 
New Energy, UMC Rev. Richard Gillet 
Onalaska UMC Rev. Paul Whitlatch 
Panola, Mt Zion UMC Rev. David Urban 
Paxton UMC Rev. Billy Ray Freeman
Percilla, UMC Mr. Douglas Neel
Pineland UMC Rev. Tom Ramsey 
Pleasant Hill UMC Rev. Arnold Harden
Prairie View UMC Rev. Ben Bagley
Riverside UMC Rev. Warren Austin
Rockhill UMC Dr. J B Morris 
San Augustine, First UMC Rev. Sara Barberee 
Shelbyville UMC Rev. Carla Reed 
Short UMC Rev. Carla Reed 
Simpson Campground UMC Rev. James Powell 
Stockman UMC Rev. James Bradley 
Tatum UMC Rev. Shannon Hahn 
Tenaha UMC Rev. James Bradley 
Timpson UMC Rev. Jean Ferraro
Trinity UMC Dr. Russell Munch 
Wells Falvey Memorial UMC Rev. Joseph Beran 
White Rock UMC Rev. Connie Swanson
Woodville UMC Rev. Thomas Williams 
Zavalla Shady Chapel UMC Mr. Bob Brock

NORTH DISTRICT
Rev. William Taylor - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 104 100% PAID:  85
Atlanta, First UMC Rev. Alexander Lupo 
Avinger UMC Rev. Brian Waddell 
Bettie UMC Rev. S. Dick Lindsey 
Bradfield Chapel UMC Rev. Mary Avis 
Bridges Chapel UMC Dr. Steven Diaz
Connors Goodwill UMC Rev. Doris Humble 
Cornett UMC Rev. Ralph Hale 
Daingerfield, First UMC Rev. Jeffrey Stull 
Daniel's Chapel UMC Rev. John Barfield
DeKalb, First UMC Rev. Tony Hoefner 
Diana UMC Rev. Edward Blackstone
Douglassville UMC Rev. David Avis 
Elysian Fields Bethel UMC Rev. Harold Coburn
Gilmer, First UMC Rev. Kenneth Calhoun 
Gilmer, Harmony UMC Rev. S. Dick Lindsey 
Gilmer, Soules Chapel UMC Rev. Timothy Ruland
Greenhill UMC Dr. Steven Diaz
Hallsville  First Dr. James N. Hodge 
Harleton UMC Rev. Curtis Jennings 
Harris Chapel UMC Rev. Brian Waddell
Hooks, First UMC Rev. James Keith Ducroz 
Hopewell UMC Mr. Doug Green
Hubbard Chapel UMC Rev. Greg Fagan 
Jefferson, First UMC Rev. Allison Byerley 
Jefferson, St. Paul UMC Dr. Winston McCowan 
Jenkins UMC Rev. Mary Avis
Karnack UMC Rev. Chapman Huff 
Kilgore, Crossroads UMC Rev. Ralph Rudy 

CENTRAL SOUTH DISTRICT
Rev. Lawrence Young - District Superintendent

(Continued)

Houston, St. Paul's UMC Dr. L. James Bankston 
Houston, St. Philip's UMC Rev. Anna Lisa Callaway 
Houston, St. Stephen's UMC Rev. Cramer Johnson 
Houston, Terrace UMC Dr. A. Allison Cambre 
Houston, Trinity East UMC Rev. Bryan Dalco
Houston, Trinity UMC Dr. Robert McGee 
Houston, Wesley UMC Rev. Maggie Young
Houston, West University UMC Rev. Mark Woodward 
Houston, Westchase UMC Dr. Michael Franklin Varro
Houston, Westminster UMC Rev. Robert Webb 

EAST DISTRICT
Dr. Jerry Pennington - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 109 100% PAID:  105
Alexander Chapel UMC Rev. Bettye Drummond
Allison's Chapel UMC Rev. Lynn Loe 
Alto, A. Frank Smith UMC Rev. Paul Richard Dobbins 
Anderson Chapel Rev. Betty Drummond
Atoy UMC Rev. Clint Johnson
Beckville UMC Rev. Kimberly Hagedorn 
Blossom Hill Ct, Pine Hill UMC Rev. Matthew Thomasson 
Blossom Hill UMC Rev. Matthew Thomasson 
Bonita UMC Rev. Merlin Keith Tilley 
Brookeland UMC Rev. Tom Ramsey 
Burke UMC Rev. Pinckney Love 
Burkeville UMC Rev. Barbie Strauss 
Caledonia UMC Rev. Jean Ferraro
Campti UMC Rev. Ozay Ford 
Carlisle UMC Rev. David Goodwin 
Carthage,  Pisgah UMC Rev. Wade Harman
Carthage, Ebenezer UMC Rev. Wade Harman
Carthage, First UMC Rev. Paul Thomasson 
Carthage, Rehobeth UMC Rev. Jack McMahon 
Carthage, St. Andrew's UMC Rev. Ross Hyde
Carthage, Woods UMC Rev. James Bradley
Center Hill UMC Rev. James White
Center, First UMC Rev. Greg Megill 
Center, St. Mark's UMC Rev. Billy Freeman 
Chester, Cade Memorial UMC Rev. Pinckney Love 
Chireno UMC Rev. H.Farrar Bentley 
Cold Springs UMC Rev. Paul Richard Dobbins
Concord UMC Rev. Clint Johnson
Corrigan Ct Mt Vernon UMC Rev. Robert Twine 
Corrigan Ct. Shiloah UMC Rev. Robert Twine 
Corrigan First UMC Rev. Bluford Weikel 
Curtis UMC Rev. Richard Phillips 
Cushing CTLilbert UMC Rev. Joanne Williams-Elliott 
Cushing CTCushing UMC Rev. Joanne Williams-Elliott 
Deadwood UMC Rev. K. Mervin Scott 
Diboll UMC Rev. Rebecca Love 
Douglass, Faith Bridge UMC Rev. Michael Parks 
Fairview UMC Rev. Gary Davis 
Galloway UMC Rev. K. Mervin Scott
Garrison UMC Rev. Jean Ferraro
Geneva UMC Rev. Karen L. Jones
Goodrich UMC Rev. Pam Howard 
Grapeland UMC Rev. William Denham, III 
Groveton UMC Rev. Ben Bagley 
Hemphill CTMilam UMC Rev. Ronald Young 
Hemphill First UMC Rev. Gary Leinhart 
Henderson, Bethel UMC Rev. Dime Manning
Henderson, Church Hill UMC Rev. Gloria Jennings
Henderson, First UMC Dr. Ricky Ricks 
Henderson, Goodsprings UMC Rev. Dime Manning
Henderson, Oak Hill UMC Rev. Gloria Jennings
Henderson, Oakland UMC Rev. Gloria Jennings
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p o r t i o n  m e a n t  f o r  o t h e r s ”
Annual  Conference appor t ionment s for  2009

NORTH DISTRICT
Rev. William Taylor - District Superintendent

(Continued)

Kilgore, Danville UMC Rev. Jerry Turner 
Kilgore, McCary's Chapel UMC Rev. Charlotte Austin
Kilgore, St. Luke's UMC Rev. Darwood Galaway 
Law's Chapel UMC Rev. Dale Vickers 
Lewis Chapel UMC Dr. Winston McCowan
Linden UMC Rev. Mark McClanahan 
Logan's Chapel UMC Dr. Winston McCowan
Lone Star UMC Rev. Charles Schoon 
Longview, First UMC Dr. V. Patrick Sparks 
Longview, Greggton UMC Dr. Jonathan Bynum
Longview, La Grones Chapel UMCMr. James Fleet
Longview, Summerfield UMC Rev. Christopher Charles
Longview, Trinity UMC Rev. Edward Blackstone 
Longview, Wesley McCabe UMC Rev. Virginia Wall 
Longview, Winterfield UMC Rev. Rita Sims 
Marshall, Concordia UMC Rev. Joseph Parrish 
Marshall, Crossroads UMC Rev. Billy Skinner 
Marshall, Ebenezer UMC Rev. Develous Bright 
Marshall, First UMC Rev. Joel McMahon, III
Marshall, Grange Hall UMC Rev. Brooks Taylor 
Marshall, Macedonia UMC Rev. Mary Tennison
Marshall, Mallalieu UMC Rev. F. F. Jim McCutchens
Marshall, Red Oak UMC Rev. F. F. Jim McCutchens 
Marshall, St. Mark's UMC Rev. Brenda Lucas 
Marshall, Summitt UMC Rev. Mario Parga 
Marshall, Wesley UMC Rev. Dan Hoke
Marshall, Zion UMC Rev. Joseph Parrish
Maud UMC Rev. William Lanigan 
Mims Chapel UMC Rev. Richard Dowden 
Mt. Pleasant, St. Andrew UMC Rev. John Scott Stewart
Mt. Pleasant, Tennison Mem. UMC Rev. Charles Huffman 
Nash, Chapelwood UMC Rev. Danny Carter 
Noonday UMC Rev. Jackie Herring 
Old Boston UMC Rev. William Lanigan 
Omaha UMC Rev. Michael Fraley 
Ore City UMC Rev. Douglas Smith 
Pirtle UMC Rev. Dudley Plaisance, Jr. 
Pittsburg, First UMC Dr. Richard Heyduck 
Pittsburg, North Avenue UMC Rev. Pinelopa Ann Fields
Pittsburg, Reeves Chapel UMC Rev. Alison Young 
Queen City, Bethel UMC Rev. John Burchell 
Red Bayou UMC Rev. John Barfield 
Red Lick, First UMC Rev. Delbert Covington 
Scottsville Mission UMC Rev. Jackie Herring
Shiloh UMC Rev. Jackie Herring
Smithland UMC Rev. Allison Byerley
Smyrna UMC Rev. Deborah Brown 
Texarkana, Buchanan UMC Rev. Wayne Welborn 
Texarkana, Eylau UMC Rev. Patrick Papp 
Texarkana, First UMC Rev. Forrest Garrett 
Texarkana, South Texarkana UMC Rev. Helen Fazior
Texarkana, St. Paul UMC Rev. Milton Glass 
Texarkana, Williams Memorial Dr. Dan P. Wayman 
Union Chapel UMC Rev. David Avis
Union Ridge UMC Rev. Glenda Mendoza 
Waskom Rev. Harold Coburn 
West New Hope UMC Rev. John Scott Stewart

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
Rev. Sandra Smith - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 104 100% PAID:  96
Adams Chapel UMC Rev. Charles Nunnally 
Alba UMC Rev. Kelly Krone
Antioch UMC Rev. Dale Jamerson
Arp UMC Rev. David Banks 
Athens, Crescent Heights UMC Rev. Richard Palmer 
Athens, First UMC Rev. John Matkin 
Athens, Wesley Rev. Richard Palmer
Ben Wheeler UMC Dr. David Johnson 
Bethel UMC Rev. Charles Nunnally
Big Sandy UMC Rev. David Russell 
Brownsboro UMC Rev. Gary White, Jr. 
Brushy Creek, UMC Rev. Larry Krohn 
Buffalo, Stewart Memorial UMC Rev. Kevin Gilmore 
Bullard, First UMC Dr. Randy Fitzgerald 
Canton, Colfax UMC Rev. Roland Alsobrook
Canton, First UMC Rev. Samuel Jones 
Canton, Holly Springs UMC Rev. Roland Alsobrook
Canton, Oakland UMC Rev. Roland Alsobrook
Canton, Wallace UMC Rev. Micah Welcher 
Carroll Springs UMC Rev. Matthew Smith 
Cedar Creek Lake UMC Rev. Charles Weber, IV
Chandler UMC Rev. Jeffery McDonald 
Cove Springs UMC Rev. Dan Middleton 
Crossroads UMC Rev. William Newman 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
Rev. Sandra Smith - District Superintendent

(Continued)

Dew UMC Rev. Kevin Gilmore
Dialville UMC Mr. Raymond Vermillion 
Earle's Chapel UMC Rev. Dale Jamerson
Edgewood, Cheatham Mem. UMCRev. Michael Bedevian
Edom UMC Rev. Jeffrey Craft
Elkhart UMC Rev. Lynn Willhite 
Emory UMC Rev. Kelly Krone 
Eustace, UMC Rev. Jerry Williams 
Fairfield, Jones Chapel UMC Rev. Elnora Nunnally 
Fairfield, UMC Rev. Timothy Paul Kethley 
Fields Chapel UMC Rev. David Blackmon
Frankston, UMC Rev. Douglas Howell 
Fruitvale UMC Rev. David Musslewhite 
Golden UMC Rev. Jim Pickens
Grand Saline UMC Rev. Dan Gilliam 
Hawkins First UMC Rev. David Hicks 
Hawkins, Bethlehem UMC Rev. David Daviss
Hawkins, Center UMC Rev. David Daviss
Jacksonville, First UMC Rev. Joel McMahon, IV
Jacksonville, New Community UMCRev. David Daviss
Jacksonville, St. John's UMC Rev. Dale Jamerson
Lake Palestine UMC Rev. Richard Prather 
Lanely, UMC Rev. Jesse Haynes
LaRue, UMC Rev. Larry Dunn 
Lindale UMC Rev. Charles Wayne Flowers 
Lindale, Mount Sylvan UMC Rev. Jeffrey Craft
Lindale, Union Chapel UMC Rev. David Musslewhite
Malakoff UMC Rev. Charles Kimble 
Mineola First UMC Rev. Danny Danheim 
Mineola, Brock's Chapel UMC Rev. Linda McCullough
Mineola, Hainesville UMC Rev. Jim Pickens
Mineola, Johnson Chapel UMC Rev. Clara Gilbert
Mineola, Smith Chapel UMC Rev. Jim Pickens
Mt. Selman UMC Rev. Dan Middleton
Mt. Vernon UMC Rev. Larry Krohn
Murchison UMC Mr. Gerry Giles 
Neches UMC Rev. David Blackmon 
New Hope UMC Mr. Gerry Giles
New Summerfield, UMC Mr. Jason Smith 
Oakwood UMC Rev. Jesse Haynes
Oakwood Union UMC Mr. Benny Reynolds
Palestine, First UMC Rev. Bruce Hay 
Palestine, Grace UMC Rev. Curtis Matthys 
Palestine, St. Pauls UMC Mr. Benny Reynolds
Palestine, Westwood UMC Rev. Ray Prince 
Payne Springs UMC Rev. David Diller 
Pierce's Chapel UMC Mr. Jason Smith
Point UMC Rev. Douglas Walker 
Quitman UMC Rev. Kenneth Archer 
Quitman, Liberty UMC Rev. Kenneth Archer 
Rusk, First UMC Rev. Michael Caldwell 
Sexton Chapel UMC Rev. Jeffrey Craft
Slocum UMC Rev. Lynn Willhite
Springfield UMC Rev. Glenn Taylor 
Teague, First UMC Rev. Jeffrey Powers 
Titus Chapel UMC Rev. Joseph Fields
Trinidad, UMC Rev. Jimmy Steele 
Troup UMC Rev. Michael Cline 
Tyler, Asbury UMC Dr. Karen Jones
Tyler, Bascom UMC Rev. Robert Waldman 
Tyler, Flint UMC Rev. Christi Conway
Tyler, Lanes Chapel UMC Rev. Lou Thomas 
Tyler, Liberty Hill UMC Rev. Fred Worthen
Tyler, Marvin UMC Dr. John Robbins 
Tyler, Pollard Memorial UMC Rev. Robert Fisher 
Tyler, Saint Paul UMC Rev. Ward Livingston
Tyler, Swan Wood Springs UMC Rev. Marion Burgess 
Tyler, Fairwood UMC Rev. Rickey Tate
Union UMC Rev. Glenn Taylor
Walnut Grove UMC Rev. Michael Cline
Whitehouse UMC Rev. Charles Bratz, Jr. 
Wills Point, Russell Memorial UMCRev. Ray Reed

SOUTH DISTRICT
Dr. Roy James - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 56 100% PAID:  45
Alvin, First UMC Rev. Eric Ryburn
Angleton, First UMC Rev. Robert Sinclair
Angleton, Haven UMC Rev. Jesse Trotter
Angleton, St. Joseph UMC Rev. Jesse Trotter
Angleton, Ward UMC Rev. Jesse Trotter
Baytown, Cedar Bayou UMC Rev. Carol Turner
Baytown, St. Emily UMC Rev. Howard Bell
Baytown, St. Mark's UMC Rev. Michael Proctor
Channelview, Old River Terrace Rev. Clay Whitaker

SOUTH DISTRICT
Dr. Roy James - District Superintendent

(Continued)

Clute,Wesley First UMC Dr. Arturo Parra
Crosby UMC Dr. Barbara Gail Harrelson
Dayton UMC Rev. Jon Stouffer
Dickinson, Faith UMC Rev. Lorraine Brown
Dickinson, First UMC Rev. John Reasons
Freeport First UMC Dr. James Keith Broyles
Freeport Oyster Creek UMC Dr. James Keith Broyles
Friendswood UMC Rev. James Bass
Galveston, Central UMC Rev. James C. Dorman
Galveston, Moody Mem. 1st UMC Rev. Bert Bagley
Galveston, St. Paul's UMC Rev. Rose Marie Veal
Galveston, Wesley Tabernacle UMC Rev. Henry Hynson
Highlands UMC Rev. Nathan Gossett
Hitchcock, First UMC Rev. Sharon Sabom
Hitchcock, Wilbur Chapel UMC Rev. Charles Monette, Jr.
Houston, Clear Lake UMC Rev. Anthony Vinson
Houston, Cokesbury UMC Dr. William Newcomb
La Marque, First UMC Rev. Sharon Sabom
La Porte, First UMC Rev. Kelly Sullivan
Lake Jackson, Chapelwood UMC Rev. George Wesley Welborn
Lake Jackson, First UMC Rev. Charles Geller
League City UMC Rev. William Jenkins
League City, Bay Harbour UMC Rev. John Newsome
Mont Belvieu, First UMC Rev. James Lea
Pasadena, Asbury UMC Rev. Michael Lindstrom
Pasadena, Golden Acres UMC Rev. Jack Womack
Pasadena, Parkwood UMC Rev. Royce Scott
Pasadena, Sunset UMC Rev. R. Winston Goens, Jr.
Pearland, Hope Church Rev. Thaddeus Eastland
Pearland: First UMC Dr. Keith Whitaker
Santa Fe: Aldersgate UMC Rev. William Webb
Seabrook UMC Rev. Anthony McCollum
Texas City, First UMC Rev. D. Fred Willis
Texas City, Galilee UMC Rev. Carolyn Robinson
Texas City, Grace UMC Rev. Andrew Payne
Texas City, St. John's UMC Rev. Tom Crowe

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
Dr. Richard L. White - District Superintendent

DISTRICT IS 100% PAID
TOTAL CHURCHES: 57 100% PAID:  56
Anahuac, First UMC Rev. Randolph Carrion
Anahuac, St. James UMC Rev. Mary Shotlow
Anahuac, St. Paul UMC Rev. Mary Shotlow
Batson UMC Rev. Gideon Watson
Bay Vue UMC Rev. J. Martin Boddie, Jr.
Beaumont, First Korean Rev. Yong-Seok Joseph Jung
Beaumont, First UMC Dr. Frank Alegria
Beaumont, Forest Park Dr. Carla Shield
Beaumont, McCabe Roberts Ave Rev. Rodney Graves
Beaumont, St. James UMC Rev. Carlos Phillips
Beaumont, St. Luke UMC Rev. Michael Liedy, Sr.
Beaumont, St. Paul UMC Rev. Ruby Nelson
Beaumont, Trinity UMC Dr. Robert Shield
Beaumont, Wesley UMC Rev. Robert Besser
Bolivar UMC Rev. J. Martin Boddie, Jr.
Bridge City, St. Paul UMC Rev. Steven Morgan
Buna, First UMC Rev. JamesJones
Call UMC Rev. Ray Nelson
China UMC Rev. Gregory Edwards
Daisetta UMC Rev. Mary Gossett
Devers UMC Rev. Mary Gossett
Deweyville UMC Dr. C. Douglas Caldwell
Fannett, Faith UMC Rev. Matthew Thomas
Groves, First UMC Rev. Alan Van Hooser
Hardin UMC Rev. Gideon Watson
High Island, St Matthew UMC Rev. J. Martin Boddie, Jr.
Kirbyville UMC Rev. Bartley Reddoch
Kountze, First UMC Rev. William Jobe, Jr.
Liberty, First Rev. Jay Barnes
Liberty, South Liberty Rev. Robert Fosburgh
Lumberton, Woodcrest UMC Rev. Rick Sitton
Magnolia Springs UMC Rev. Victoria Simons
Mauriceville UMC Dr. C. Douglas Caldwell
Nederland, First UMC Rev. Malcolm Monroe
Nederland, Wesley UMC Rev. Kevin Otto
Newton UMC Rev. Joseph Miller, Jr.
Orange, Faith UMC Rev. Kevin Kissel
Orange, First UMC Rev. C. Thomas Stephenson, Jr.
Orange, Salem UMC Dr. Carolyn McCall
Orange, Wesley UMC Rev. Randy Branch
Port Arthur, Aldersgate Trinity UMC Rev. Russell Hall
Port Arthur, Barnes Memorial UMC Rev. Jefferson English
Port Arthur, First Rev. Christina Hale
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SOUTHEAST DISTRICT

Dr. Righard L. White - District Superintendent
(Continued)

Port Arthur, St Paul  UMC Rev. Patricia Wells
Port Arthur, St. John UMC Rev. Kitty Key
Port Arthur, Temple Rev. Jesse Brannen, Jr.
Port Neches, First UMC Rev. Peter Cammarano, Jr.
Sabine Pass UMC Rev. Kitty Key
Silsbee, First UMC Rev. Danny Darby
Sour Lake UMC Rev. Gregory Edwards
Spurger UMC Rev. Victoria Simons
Vidor, First UMC Rev. Mark Pedersen
Wallisville, Middleton Mem. UMC Rev. Randolph Carrion
Warren UMC Rev. William Jobe, Jr.
Watson Chapel UMC Rev. Ray Nelson
Wildwood, Village Mills UMC Rev. David Foster

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
Rev. Gail Ford Smith - District Superintendent

TOTAL CHURCHES: 49 100% PAID:  42
Bay City, First UMC Rev. Christopher Harrison 
Bay City, Markham UMC Rev. Thomas Morgan 
Bay City, St. Paul's UMC Rev. Thomas Morgan 
Boling, First UMC Rev. Martha Girling
Brazoria, First UMC Rev. Gregory Oberg 
Brookshire, First UMC Rev. Dorthea Dumas
Downey,Wesley Chapel Rev. Steffon Arrington
Fulshear, First UMC Rev. Alicia Coltzer 
Houston Trinity UMC (Barker Cypress)Rev. Salvador Ramirez, Jr. 
Houston, Addicks UMC TBS
Houston, First Filipino American UMC Rev. Regino Dancel, Jr. 
Houston, Jones Memorial UMC Rev. Kenneth Levingston 
Houston, Memorial Drive UMC Dr. Charles Simmons 
Katy, First UMC Rev. Marlin Fenn 
Katy, Grace Fellowship UMC Rev. James Leggett 
Katy, Holy Covenant UMC Rev. Jay Jackson 
Katy, St. Peter's UMC Rev. Dan Miller 
Kendleton, Newman Chapel UMC Rev. Albert Reed 
Lissie, First UMC Rev. Janice Kerlee 
Matagorda, First UMC Rev. FrancesPauline Harvey 
Missouri City, First UMC Dr. Lynne Settlemyre 
Orchard, First UMC Dr. James Thomas Bain 
Pattison, UMC Rev. Patricia Wehn-Glowski 
Richmond, Faith UMC Dr. Karen Dorris 
Richmond, Mt Vernon UMC Rev. Vastine Watson, Jr. 
Richmond, St. John's UMC Rev. David Luckert 
Rosenberg, First UMC Rev. John Black 
Rosenberg, St. Luke's UMC Rev. Diana Creeks
San Felipe, UMC Rev. Michael Peschke 
Sealy, Coles Chapel UMC Rev. Steffon Arrington 
Sealy, First UMC Rev. John Tyler 
Shepherd of the Heart UMC Rev. Wayne Calder
Sugar Land, Christ UMC Rev. Morris Matthis 
Sugar Land, First UMC Rev. W. Martin Nicholas 
Sweeny Circuit, Grace UMC Rev. Paul Duncan
Sweeny Circuit, Neuzion UMC Rev. Paul Duncan 
Sweeny, First UMC Rev. Sherry Crenshaw 
Van Vleck, First UMC Rev. Martha Girling
Wallis, First UMC Rev. Charles Walters 
West Columbia, Columbia UMC Rev. Gregory Rogers 
Wharton, First UMC Rev. Polly Standing 
Wharton, Thompson Chapel UMC Rev. Albert Reed

WEST DISTRICT
Rev. Joe Fort, Jr. - District Superintendent

DISTRICT IS 100% PAID
TOTAL CHURCHES: 87 100% PAID:  83
Anderson UMC Rev. C. McAllister Vaughn
Bedias UMC Rev. Gary Westbrook 
Bellville, First UMC Dr. Robert Stutes 
Bremond, Grace UMC Rev. Gene Bixler 
Bremond, St. James UMC Rev. Otis Greenwood
Brenham, First UMC Rev. Dale Chance 
Brenham, Mt. Zion UMC Rev. Cecil McDowell 
Brenham, Pleasant Grove UMC Rev. Cecil McDowell 
Brenham, Richard Grove UMC Rev. Cecil McDowell 

Bryan, Alexander UMC Rev. Samuel Cutrone
Bryan, First UMC Rev. Merle Matthews Idom, Jr. 
Bryan, Lee Chapel UMC Rev. Floyd Polk 
Bryan, St. Luke UMC Rev. Jason Burnham 
Bryan, Wesley UMC Rev. Samuel Cutrone, Jr.
Caldwell, Cooks Point UMC Rev. Lawrence Smith
Caldwell, First UMC Rev. Todd Jordan 
Calvert, Chapel Hill UMC Rev. Otis Greenwood 
Calvert, Sneed Memorial UMC Rev. Gene Bixler
Calvert, St. Paul's UMC Rev. Otis Greenwood 
Cameron, First UMC Rev. Gary Bagley 
Cedar Springs UMC Rev. Thomas Robbins 
Centerville, First UMC Rev. Joy Richards 
Chappell Hill UMC Rev. Paula Behrens-Lopez 
Chilton, St. Paul UMC Rev. Leo Green
Chriesman, Chriesman UMC Rev. Roy Dillard
College Station, A&M UMC Rev. Kip Gilts 
College Station, Aldersgate UMC Dr. Bruce Wood 
College Station, Christ UMC Rev. Jerry House, Jr.
Donie Memorial UMC Rev. Donnie Holt
Elwood UMC Rev. Collin Sidney Akin, Jr. 
Flynn UMC Rev. Daniel Barrett
Franklin, Franklin UMC Rev. Lindsey Smith, Jr.
Gause, Gause UMC Rev. Kenneth Byrd 
Giddings, First UMC Dr. Timothy Edwards 
Golinda, Major's Chapel UMC Rev. Ethelene Green
Hearne, Grace UMC Rev. Jeffrey Dungan 
Hempstead, Bethlehem UMC Rev. Jeanne Kabamba Kiboko 
Hempstead, First UMC Rev. Nancy Creason
Hopewell UMC Rev. Alma Boudreaux
Huntsville, Farris Chapel UMC Rev. Wes Reagan 
Huntsville, First UMC Rev. Scott Dornbush 
Huntsville, St. Luke UMC Rev. Conrell Lockett, III 
Huntsville, St. Paul's UMC Rev. R. C. Nance, Sr. 
Huntsville, Wesley UMC Rev. Kevin Young 
Iola, Zion UMC Rev. Ruby Sosa
Kosse, Kosse UMC Rev. John Montgomery, IV
Leona Circuit:Tanyard UMC Rev. Connie Blackshear 
Leona UMC Rev. Jim Crawford
Leona, Hillary Chapel UMC Rev. Connie Blackshear 
Leona, Two Mile UMC Rev. Connie Blackshear 
Lexington UMC Rev. Linda O'Neal 
Lexington, Blue UMC Rev. Linda O'Neal 
Lott UMC Dr. Larry Roberman 
Madisonville, First UMC Dr. George Wilson 
Marlin, First UMC Rev. Thomas Robbins
Marlin: Davis Chapel Rev. Leo Green
Marquez, UMC Rev. Vicki Averitt 
Maysfield, Maysfield UMC Rev. Gary Bagley 
Mckenzie Chapel UMC Rev. Hopie Solomon
Milano, Liberty UMC Rev. Roy Dillard 
Milano, Milano UMC Rev. Roy Dillard 
Millican, Millican UMC Rev. Peggy Hines 
Navasota, First UMC Rev. C. McAllister Vaughn
Navasota, Lee Tabernacle UMC Rev. Sandra Hall
Navasota, Lynn Grove UMC Rev. Nancy Creason
Navasota, Pleasant Grove UMC Rev. Sandra Hall
Navasota, Stoneham UMC Rev. Roger Goldsmith
Navasota, Stonehamville UMC Rev. Sandra Hall
Normangee, Evans Chapel UMC Rev. Jim Crawford
Normangee, First UMC Rev. Daniel Barrett
Paige UMC Dr. Timothy Edwards
Reagan, Reagan UMC Rev. John Montgomery, IV
Richards, Bay's Chapel UMC Rev. C. Franklin Cowley
Richards, Richards UMC Rev. C. Franklin Cowley
Rockdale, St. John's UMC Rev. John Warren 
Satin, Satin UMC Rev. Leo Green
Somerville, First UMC Rev. J.K. Bruegger, II 
Springseat Rev. Alma Boudreaux
St. Matthew UMC Rev. Alma Boudreaux
Thorndale, Friendship UMC Rev. David Persons 
Thorndale, Pleasant Retreat UMC Rev. David Persons 
Wheelock UMC Rev. Jeffrey Dungan 
Yarborough Chapel UMC Rev. Hopie Solomon

green hills of the Texas
Annual Conference, the
Judean desert is a forbidding
and barren place. 

Some areas reminded me
of the rock escarpments of
the Texas Hill country.
However, with an average
rainfall of about two inches
per year, there is virtually no
vegetation on these rocks—
just more sand. In the sum-
mer, the daytime heat is
scorching. At night, it is cold.
There are few signs of life.
Existence is reduced to its
essentials — food, water,
shelter — and the presence of
God.

Seeking the simplicity,
silence and solitude of the
desert as a path to spiritual
renewal was well-known to
the writers of the Bible long
before Jesus’day. Moses
sought out the isolation of the
desert after he fled from
Pharaoh’s court as a fugitive.
He abandoned the opulence
and distractions of the court
to enter the emptiness of the
desert. In time, he became
attentive to the wonders of
God. When he saw a bush
burning without being con-
sumed, he quickly stopped
and took off his shoes.

After the Exodus, God led
the Israelites into the desert
for 40 years. They slowly
learned that getting out of
Egypt was the easy part.
Getting Egypt out of them
took two generations of peo-
ple wandering, learning, mak-
ing mistakes, changing and
learning anew.

The Israelites who entered
the Promised Land were a
different people from those
who entered the desert. They
had come to rely on God as a
source of strength.

Elijah too headed out to
the desert after Jezebel
declared him Public Enemy
No. 1. He had displayed con-
siderable prowess in speaking
for God and overcoming the
prophets of Baal. In the soli-
tude of the desert, he learned
new dimensions of trust in

God. He heard God’s voice
— not in the wind or the fire,
but in the silence. He learned
to depend upon God for his
daily bread and water. He
learned to “wait upon the
Lord.” 

John the Baptist spent
most of his ministry in the
wilderness. Jesus himself
comments, “What did you go
out into the wilderness to
look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? What then did you go
out to see? Someone dressed
in soft robes? Look, those
who put on fine clothing and
live in luxury are in royal
palaces. What then did you
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and more than a
prophet.”  (Luke 7: 24-26)

Matthew, Mark and Luke
all agree that the Spirit of
God “drove” (Mark) or “led”
(Matthew and Luke) Jesus
into the wilderness shortly
after his baptism. In the lone-
liness of the cold nights, the
heat of the scorching sun, the
barrenness of the rocks and
caves, and the sound of the
wind, Jesus faced the stark
realities of human existence.  

He understood that all
was not well with God’s
world. He comprehended the
exquisite fragility of life in
both its beauty and tragedy.
He could easily see the risks
of engaging the world to
become more like God. He
struggled with the temptation
to take shortcuts or to claim
divine power for himself. In
the end, Jesus opened himself
to the wonder of God’s pres-
ence, trust in God’s grace,
and a profound resolve to
preach, teach and embody
God’s kingdom on earth as it
is in heaven—whatever the
cost.

I pray that you and I can
discover such grace in the
wilderness places of our own
lives this Lent.

Blessings,
Janice Riggle Huie

Exploring New Dimensions
of the Lenten W ilderness
Continued from page 1

UMCOR f ie ld  o f f ice opens in  Hai t i
Cont inued from page 2

programs are being developed
to align with UMCOR’s work
plan, Crutchfield said. Volunteer
teams may begin mobilizing by
filling out a registration form. 

How to Help
Gifts to support UMCOR's

relief efforts in Haiti can be
made online by visiting
www.umcorhaiti.org. For gifts
by mail, please make checks
payable to UMCOR and mail to
UMCOR, PO Box 9068, New
York, NY 10087. Please indi-
cate Haiti Emergency, UMCOR

Advance #418325, on the memo
line of your check. 

*Gilbert is a news writer for
United Methodist News Service
in Nashville, Tenn. Linda Unger,
staff writer for UMCOR  com-
munications, contributed to this
story.
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Ministry Snapshots
St. Luke’ s UMC Houston
offers help for the 
hearing impaired
By Sally Penning
St. Luke’s UMC Houston

Free help for children and
adults with the ‘most common
and least visible’disability-
Hearing Loss

With the increasing popu-
larity of MP3 players, power
tools, guns and motorcycles,
hearing loss is not just an “old
folks” issue any longer. 

Research reports that loud
noise accounts for 63% of
hearing loss – a problem that
is largely preventable. 

Pediatric experts estimate
5.2 million under age 20 in
America alone have hearing
loss due to extensive ear-
phone use. 

Additionally, with more
than 51 million (1 in 6) adults

in America suffering the
nation’s most common and
least visible disability, there is
an increasing need to support
those with hearing challenges.
St. Luke’s UMC is respond-
ing to this growing need by
hosting a free one-day, Do
You Hear What I Hearcon-
ference on Saturday, March 6
from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. In
addition to sessions that offer
real-time captioning, the con-
ference will offer free hearing

screenings and a vendor
showcase featuring resources
and new devices. 

Keynote speaker Dr. Neil
Bauman, who became the
first person in Canada
approved for flight training in
spite of a severe hearing loss,
will share coping mechanisms
for all who live with hearing
loss.  Senior Adult Director
Marlys Barry says, “At the
conclusion of the seminar, we
will have a drawing for free
copies of Dr. Bauman’s book,
Keys to Successfully Living
with your Hearing Loss.

“Knowing that hearing
loss impacts speech develop-
ment, socialization, employ-
ment – and ultimately, self
esteem, St. Luke’s is hosting
this informational day to help

make a difference in our com-
munity,” says Senior Pastor
Tom Pace.

The Do You Hear What I
Hear conference, free with
preregistration, is appropriate
for all ages. The brochure and
registration form are available
at www.stlukesmethodist.
org/hearing.  

For additional informa-
tion, call Karen Smith at 713-
402-5086.

Mallalieu UMC p artners with local
community healthcare center
By Thelma Jones
Editor, Cross Connection

Healthcare is a popular and
complicated topic in the world
today.  There is however, one
thought on which everyone can
agree – healthcare should be
affordable.

So, what is more affordable
than Vascular Access Centers
(VAC) and Mallalieu UMC in
Houston, Texas offering a free
health screening for the periph-
eral vascular disease?
Peripheral Vascular Disease or
PVD, is a circulation problem
in which the arteries that carry
blood to the legs or arms
become narrowed or clogged.

The event will be held
March 10, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at Vascular Access Centers of
Houston, located at 9230 Kirby
Drive, Suite 100.

Bennie Farrow is a regis-
tered nurse and manager of
Vascular Access Center in
Houston.  She is also the con-
gregational nurse for Mallalieu.
She says health screenings are
important because they give

people information about the
risk factors of the disease which
are pain in the legs and feet;
cramping in the hip area; cold
and/or numb hands and feet;
ulcers that won’t heal; varicose
veins and/or heaviness in the
legs and a history of smoking,
or diabetes.

“People who are obese, have
high blood pressure and are
in the “end stages” of renal
disease are at a higher risk
for other complications
such as strokes and heart
attacks,” says Farrow.

Mallalieu UMC has
been an active proponent
of affordable healthcare for
the community for many
years and their commit-
ment has not waned.  Four
events are scheduled for
2010, starting with the first
on March 10.  Subsequent
dates are June 9,
September 8 and December
8.  Rev. Collie J. Polk
believes that it is vital for
the church to be concerned
about better healthcare.

“The church is a resource for
our community.  We will do
what we can to encourage our
members as well as the commu-
nity to take better care of their
health,” says Polk.

For information on the
healthcare screening, contact
Bennie Farrow at 713-665-
2300.

One of the most notable risk factor
of peripheral vasculardisease is
pain in the leg and foot area.

By Barbara Dunlap-Berg*

United Methodists are
being encouraged to respond to
a Lenten/Easter challenge to
help Radio Methos, the
church's newly launched radio
station in Côte d'Ivoire. The
goal is $70,000, the cost of
broadcasting for one year. 

In Côte d'Ivoire, West
Africa-where electricity and
the Internet are unreliable,
where many people cannot
read or write, and where roads
are often impassable-it may
take weeks or even months for
people to get news and infor-
mation. Communication is a
matter of life and death. 

In developing countries,
especially in areas with large,

non-literate populations, radio
is the primary means of com-
munication. Radio Methos
debuted on Christmas Eve
2009, through a partnership of
the Côte d'Ivoire Conference,
the Texas Conference, United
Methodist Communications
and the United Methodist
Board of Higher Education and
Ministry. The station is operat-
ed by the Côte d'Ivoire
Conference. 

"Last year, we were very,
very afraid, and we were won-
dering is it possible to trans-
form this dream into a reality,"
said Bishop Benjamin Boni of
Côte d'Ivoire, in an interview
before the station's launch.
Through the station's partner-
ships, "we now can say that the
dream has become a reality." 

The Amplify Hope Web
site recently reported, "People
are responding positively to
Radio Methos. [Many] have
turned their dial to 101.6 FM.
Some have bought radio sets
just to listen to Radio Methos-
even people who do not share
the Christian faith." 

Radio Methos staff pray for
a generous response, knowing
money is critical to Radio
Methos' survival and to ensur-
ing life-saving, life-changing
programs reach those most in
need. 

For more information, go to
www.amplifyhope.org.

*Dunlap-Berg is internal
church editor for United
Methodist Communications.

Lenten self-denial aids Côte d'Ivoire
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Spotlight on Local Church Ministries
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Fellowship Opportunities

First UMC Houston Presents
Lenten Program
Starting March 10 at noon and
continuing each Wednesday
through March 24, First UMC
will present, The Journey of
Lent, a program portraying extra
Biblical characters.

The programs will be performed
by Kathy Behrman. Lunch is
available at a cost of $5.  First
UMC Houston is located at
1320 Main Street at Clay,
Houston, Texas  77002.

For more information on the
programs, contact Allen Houk at
832-668-1834, ahouk@fmhous-
ton.com or visit the church’s
web site,
www.fmhouston.com/events.

Aldersgate UMC Hosts
Garage and Plant Sale
The church is accepting dona-
tions of clean, usable items for
its annual garage and plant sale
scheduled for March 12-13,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information, contact
Joanna Wilson at 409-925-8466.
Aldersgate UMC is located at
13217 FM 1764 in Santa Fe,
Texas.

St. Paul's Lenten Recital
Series Presents Jazz and
Gospel Ar tist Michael Pickett

The St. Paul's Chamber Music
Society's annual Lenten Recital

Series presents Jazz and Gospel
artist Rev. Michael L. Pickett at
12:15 p.m. Thursday, March 11,
in the St. Paul's UMC sanctuary
in Houston, Texas.

Minister of Music at Houston's
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,
Pickett is respected amongst his
peers as a pianist, singer, song-
writer, workshop clinician,
music transcriber, publisher and
graphic designer. 

His gifts have taken him across
much of the United States and to
Europe and Africa. His gospel
music compositions and
arrangements can be heard on
several national recordings, tele-
vision, and the National Baptist
Hymnal. One of his composi-
tions was used to minister to the
space shuttle crew Columbia
before their tragic accident upon
re-entry to earth's atmosphere. 

For more information on
remaining recitals in the 2010,
contact Dawn Uebelhart, Music
Administrator at
dawn@stpaulshouston.org or
713-528-0527.

Learning Opportunities

Lenten Devotional 
Guide Available
A Labyrinth Pilgrimageis a
Lenten devotional guide by C.
A. Radke, one of the managers
of the Cramer Retreat Center.
The book is based on the
labyrinth design installed at
Cramer Retreat Center, is also
available through Amazon.com.

More information is available
online at
www.CrossLabyrinth.com.  

Handling Sibling Rivalr y
And Fighting
Children will have conflicts, and

siblings will be competitive.
St. Paul's School, an affiliate of
St. Paul's UMC in Houston,
Texas is providing a parent edu-
cation workshop by Dr. Deborah
Fry, Ph.D., who will help par-
ents discover how to bring
peace to the fights and how to
teach children the skills they
need to resolve their conflicts in
a peaceful manner.

The free workshop will be from
9:45 to 11:15 a.m. Wednesday,
March 24.  Using stories, group
exercises, and humor to assist
people in improving the rela-
tionships in their lives, Fry has
been leading workshops and
working with parents and fami-
lies since 1990. 

She is a certified instructor of
the International Network for
Children and Families. Her
graduate work at Southern
Illinois University was in Child
Language Acquisition and
Human Communication. 

For more information about the
workshop, including childcare
during the workshop, contact St.
Paul's School at
spschool@stpaulshouston.org or
713-528-6779.

Boundaries in Marriage
Join Judy Entzenberger for a
three- week seminar that will
teach you how to establish indi-
vidual boundaries and respect
the boundaries of your spouse.

Learn to identify healthy com-
munication styles that will
enhance your marriage, and how
boundaries will aid in resolving
conflicts. The seminar, spon-
sored by St. Luke’s Center for
Counseling and Life
Enrichment, is free of charge. 

Sessions will be held at St.
Luke’s UMC located at 3471

Westheimer (near Buffalo
Speedway) on March 2, 2010.

The seminar is from 7– 8:30
p.m. and is held in the Parlor.
A love offering will be appreci-
ated. 

Child-care is provided with
advance registration.Contact
713- 402-5046.

Get connected with Wesley
Ministr y Network ONLINE!
Do you wish you could deepen
your faith, but you’re just too
busy to attend a class or join a
small group?

Through a partnership with The
Richard and Julia Wilke
Institute for Discipleship,
Wesley Ministry Network is
beginning to offer its acclaimed
lay education courses on-line.  

Three new courses are being
offered: Simply Christian,
Devotion to Jesus, and Religion
and Science: Pathways to Truth.

Each course features streaming
video segments and on-line dis-
cussions with other students and
experienced Wesley Ministry
Network teachers. Courses are
open to everyone, and CEUs are
available for pastors. 

Connect with other Christians to
deepen your faith and grow in
discipleship.  Learn more and
register at http://www.beadisci-
ple.com/wesleyministrynet-
work.html.

Mission Opportunities
Layette Kits Needed
Many women do not have swad-
dling clothes with which to wel-
come their child into the world.
Layette kits provide basic sup-
plies for their baby's needs.

Layette Kit Assembly &
Shipping Instructions
Layette Kit Items Value: $35 per
kit
6 cloth diapers 
2 shirts or 2 one-piece body
suits 
2 baby washcloths 
2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins 
1 sweater, open in the front 
2 receiving blankets 
Bundle the items inside one of
the receiving blankets and
secure with the diaper pins.

All items included in kits must
be NEW items.

All emergency kits are carefully
planned to make them usable in
the greatest number of situa-
tions. Since strict rules often
govern product entry into inter-
national countries, it is impor-
tant that kits contain only the
requested items-nothing more. 
Do NOTinclude any personal
notes, money or additional
materials in the kits. These
things must be painstakingly
removed and will delay the
shipment. 

Packing The Kits
Box Weight: Each packed box
cannot exceed 66 pounds. 

Shipping The Kits
Complete 2 packing lists - one
for your records and one to put
on the shipping box. 
Paste the shipping label / pack-
ing list on the outside of each
box you send. The shipping list
helps the depot to quickly
process kits. 

Processing & Shipping Costs:
Please enclose an envelope con-
taining at least $1 for each kit
you send. This donation enables
kits to be sent without delay to
areas in need. For Cleaning
Buckets: $1.50.


